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Location:
At the Tang Yuan Park across from Lotus

Date:
March 17th meet at 4 run at 4:30 

Location:
At the Tang Yuan Park across from Lotus

Date:
March 17th meet at 4 run at 4:30 

ANNUAL ST. PATRICK'S DAY

HASH RUN
ANNUAL ST. PATRICK'S DAY

HASH RUN

RMB 15 per bar gets you one shot and one beer at EVERY bar! 

Meeting Place: Rose Concert Hall 
             - South End of Bar street 德福巷南门

Date: Saturday March 31st

Time: 9:00pm

It happens once a year
and it's always a good time (until the day after)

so grab some green
and get ready for a little bit of running

and a LOT of drinking

It might be after St. Patrick's Day
but that doesn't mean the drinking will stop! 

PUB CRAWLPUB CRAWL
MARCH
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“Back at it” that’s how the post-holiday 
month march has ALWAYS felt, it’s like the lev-
ity of the season has left us with nothing more 
than three more weeks of cold weather and a 
mountain of stuff to finish at the office. It’s not 
as if we work in coal mines or Foxconn but there 
is always something both depressing and excit-
ing about the post-holiday season. It’s about the 
only time of the year where folks collectively 
reminisce and simultaneously ponder the up-
coming year. For us at xianease it’s this duality 
that makes everything seem to ring with the 
tone, “back at it”. Our annual monthly hiatus 
is  over and a new deadline is looking, articles 
need to be gathered and ads worked out and 
even though by the time you read this we are 
already working on the April issue I think you 
get the point. 

On a different note, over our little break three 
of our team members bought new phones, and 
so our office is abound in new beeps, whistles, 
tones, and screeches…It’s like R2D2 and Gizmo 
have taken up residence under our desks in 
some sort of mating ritual. The variety of ring-
tones span sounds effects to the latest pop ex-
travaganza, cacophony is really the only word 
to describe it. No longer is the question IF it’s 
a smartphone but instead WHAT KIND of smart 
phone is it? Making an actual phone call has 
fallen to second place in functionality, whereas 
flash games, GPS apps, and social mobility are 
the key points…most of these new-fangled 
gadgets don’t even have buttons…there are 
some of us in the office that feel really old….

Combine the time of year with the appear-
ance of new gadgets prompted a bit of a discus-
sion amongst the team about past memories 
and what we thought the future would be like…
kind of juxtaposition on looking back while 
looking forward. Some of the things we came 
up with were crazy and some were close to the 
truth but most were the dreams and hopes of 
younger us being idealistic. It’s always interest-
ing putting thoughts into words and listening to 
other doing the same. Even though we have a 

team from three different countries spanning 
the extreme of two generations and different 
cultures all of our thoughts ran along similar 
lines. 

For those of you that have traveled a bit 
the idea that ethnicity, religion, geography, 
culture, and language have very little effect 
when it comes to overarching ideals, hopes, 
and dreams. The more interaction we have, the 
more sharing that we facilitate the more we re-
alize that boundaries and borders are irrelevant,  
that while outwardly we may all look and feel 
individual or isolated deep down there is little 
that separates us from our neighbors, of friends, 
and the strangers that we pass every day. 

This is not an attempt to delve into societal 
behaviors or spiritual idiosyncrasies, it is merely 
to point out that while crazy new things pop up 
every day, that technology and fashion attempt 
to make individuals of us all at the heart of eve-
rything you, our team, the person sitting next 
to you, and folks you have never even met are 
more alike than you could ever know. You don’t 
have to take our word for it, simply open your 
door take a step outside and interact with your 
surroundings, the street, the  shops, the people 
in them and you might just find that you’re not 
as far from home as you feel. 

notes From the team

Pub Quiz 
March is thawing weather and opening windows 
So instead of staring at your TV every night why not 
make it down to the Belgian Bar where you can meet 
new friends and play some tricky trivia, so get out of 
the house and into the mix to grab some great food, 
a cool drink and maybe win some great prizes and of 
course self-respect. 

Date: March 21st 
Time: 9:00pm
Place: The Belgian Bar 
南门顺城南路中段69号
#69 shun cheng nan lu
Put your thinking caps on and 
come on down for some great food and tricky trivia!

Kate Winslet and Leonardo DiCaprio are together again and on board another sinking ship.
This time however, the ship is a post World War II marriage in suburban Connecticut. 
Based on the 1961 novel by Richard Yates, the film contains superb performances from its stars 
and a stand-out turn from Michael Shannon.
It does not contain any Celine Dion songs.
Okey dokey?

Starting in March we will be cooperating 
with the local newspaper Hua Shang Bao 
to bring you more page turning, knuckle 
whitening articles…usually about new 
restaurants. So keep a look out for that and 
more as we try to keep on top of the ever 
changing Xi’an.

Dinner and a Movie
For more information check out our site www.xianease.com

The xianease Team

Revolutionary Road

Contents xianease
Web, Print, Events, and Morexi

an
ea

se
.c

om
 

xi
an

ea
se

.c
om

 

MARCH  2012

Listings
BARS        53

CLUBS        53

KTVS        53

SHOWS       54 

RESTAURANTS     54

SHOPPING       58

HEALTH       59

SPAS           59

CLUBS/GROUPS    60

EDUCATION       60
Date: March 22nd               Movie Start: 7:30pm

Place: Sculpting in Time Café Shi da Road No 41,ShiDa Rd, YanTa District - 西安师大店,西安市雁塔区师大路41号2楼
20% off drink prices, 5RMB popcorn, and food specials! 

8

18

24

16

36

20



xianease MARCH  2012 www.xianease.com    6 xianeasewww.xianease.com    7MARCH  2012

CHINA NEWS

Scientists check out egg-laying rooster

Panda poo helps make dear brew

3

2

Chinese scientists are 
investigating a bizarre 
case in which a cock-
erel apparently started 
laying eggs after all the 
hens were eaten.

The birds owner Huang 
Li, 47, kept the rooster 
together with seven 
hens on his small farm at Chumiao village, Mengcheng city, in 
central China’s Anhui province.

He said that his family had been gradually eating the chickens over 
winter until only the rooster was left - and he was amazed when 
he went into the cage the next day to discover an egg.

He said: “I thought it was a joke and that one of my neighbours had 
put the egg in there for fun. But the next day there was another 
egg and so on the third day I waited - and was amazed when I saw 
that the rooster laid an egg.”

He said word quickly spread to the local TV station which did a story 
on the egg laying rooster and after that scientists from the local 
agricultural ministry office turned up and borrowed the rooster 
to carry out tests.

He said: “They want to find out if it was a hen all the time that sim-
ply looked like a rooster or whether it actually changed to become 
a hen as a result of the fact that all the females had vanished.

“All I can say is that it did a good job waking us up every morning 
like every other rooster and it certainly treated the hens as if it 
was a rooster.”

A Chinese entrepreneur is convinced he has found the key in-
gredient to produce the world’s most expensive tea - panda 
poo.

An Yanshi has purchased 11 tonnes of excrement from a panda 
breeding centre to fertilise a tea crop in the mountains of Si-
chuan province.

The former calligraphy teacher says he will harvest the first 
batch of tea leaves this spring and it will be the “world’s most 
expensive tea” at almost £44,000 per kilo.

Chinese tea drinkers regard the first batch of tea to be harvested in the early spring as the best and succes-
sive batches, regarded as inferior, will sell for slightly less.

The 41-year-old quit his job at Sichuan University to throw himself “heart and soul” into his company, 
Panda Tea.

He is so passionate about the venture that he dresses in a panda suit for press photos to promote his product.

N
ew

s

1

Thrifty motorists paid the price for a 
cheap parking spot in China - when they 
discovered it was next to a demolition 
site.
More than a dozen cars were badly 
damaged when bungling builders on 
the site used a demolition ball on the 
wall, sending it crashing down onto a 
row of cars in the 3p a day car park in 
Xianyang, Shaanxi province.
“I chose the parking spot because it was 
very cheap - and now I know why,” said 
taxi driver Yu Lin, 48.
“I knew they were building something 
new next door but I didn’t think they 
would be using such a massive crane to 
smash down such a tiny wall.
“I don’t think my insurance will cover 
this,” he added.
The building firm meanwhile defended 
its actions - saying the wall was unsafe 
and needed to be knocked down before 
it killed someone.

Motorists pay price for 
cheap car park

N
ew

s

AOMORI, JAPAN—At first glance, 17-year-
old Misaki Nakajima seems like any other 
shy and submissive Japanese schoolgirl. 
She loves shopping, text messaging, and 
the color pink. But beneath her whole-
some exterior lies a wicked secret: Mi-
saki Nakajima is consumed by sexual 
fantasies involving sweaty, middle-aged 
American men.

“I can’t explain it,” said Nakajima, dressed 
in a pleated miniskirt and pure white knee 
socks. “There’s just something about 
American men who are at least twice 
my age and nearly three times my body 
weight that totally drives me wild.”

Added Nakajima, “They’re so hot.”
Though she finds all pasty, middle-aged 
men intoxicating, Nakajima said bald-
ing Midwesterners who carry most of their 
weight in their stomach particularly turn 
her on. According to the sexually inquisi-
tive teen, she often daydreams about 
sleeping with a 43-year-old divorcé with 
poor hygiene habits.
“I like it when they dress up like middle 
managers,” said Nakajima, twirling her 
girlish pigtails with one alabaster finger. 
“You know, with the sweat-stained dress 

shirts, and the office clipboards, and the 
khaki pants that are 2 inches too short.”

“God,” Nakajima continued. “Those get 
me every time.”

The Japanese nymph then reportedly 
sighed, rolled over on her Hello Kitty bed-
sheets, and continued leafing through an 
old Rochester Big & Tall catalog.

While she has always been curious about 

men who attended state college before 
she was born, Nakajima said she first 

discovered her fet-
ish after stumbling 
upon a late-night 
airing ofUncle Buck 
on televis ion—a 
moment the teen 
now describes as 
her “sexual awak-
ening.”

“I was completely 
captivated by him,” 
said Nakajima, re-
ferring to the obese, 
unemployed char-
acter played by 
John Candy. “He 
was so exotic-look-
ing. It was like this 
whole new world of 
pleasure had just 
opened up for me.”

O v e r  t h e  n e x t 
severa l  months 
Nakajima—a vir-
gin—explored her 
new obsession by 
cutting out pictures 
of American men 
from riding mower 
advertisements 
and heart-attack-
prevent ion bro-
chures. The barely 
legal teen also dis-

covered satellite broadcasts of ESPN2 
around this time, and often stayed up 
all night ogling professional bowlers and 
competitive dart players.

Nakajima confessed to frequently 
searching the Internet to satisfy her insa-
tiable appetite for round, greasy Ameri-
can men years past their sexual prime. 
A survey of her recent browsing history 
revealed such Google searches as “pale 
man lying on couch eating” and “retiree 
+ jowls + hardcore.” The teen has also 
bookmarked several sites with lurid pic-
tures of aging American males, including 
BuffaloBillsFanZone.com and the History 
Channel chat room.

According to psychologist Asuka Yasu-
hara of Tokyo University, Nakajima is not 
alone.

“It’s not uncommon for Asian girls to be 
fascinated with these types of men,” said 
Dr. Yasuhara, who found in a recent sur-
vey that three out of 10 Japanese teen-
age girls list Paul Giamatti as the most at-
tractive American celebrity. “And it’s easy 
to see why. Sweaty, forty-something Cau-
casians represent the epitome of mystery 
and wonder to Asian teens.”

Added Yasuhara, “Plus, how can anyone 
resist those enormous, chafed thighs?”

Drawn by her curiosity, Nakajima has 
scheduled a vacation to St. Louis for 
early March. The trip—which falls on her 
18th birthday—reportedly coincides with 
the American Society of Actuaries’ an-
nual convention, a four-day event during 
which Nakajima hopes to be seduced 
by “the heavyset man of [her] dreams.”

Although she has long fantasized about 
traveling overseas and having a world 
of carnal delights revealed to her by an 
aging claims adjuster, the taut Japanese 
teen admitted that she is uncertain how 
she’ll be received by American men.

“I just hope they don’t mind the fact that 
I’m completely shaven,” Nakajima said. 
“Oh, who am I kidding? They’d probably 
never go for a naïve young sexual kitten 
like me.”

The Onion is an online and printed 
satirical paper, you can find this article 
and more at 

www.theonion.com

asian teen Has sweaty 
Middle-aged-Man Fetish

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Nakajima peruses the Internet for photos to daydream about later.

The shy Japanese nymph enjoys fantasizing 
about fat fortysomethings with excessive neck 
and back hair. 
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Article By Stephen RobinsonSichuan Hot Pot
fooD

A boiling bowl of soup
If you were to ask a Chinese person what their favorite food 
was, there is a good chance that the answer would be hot 
pot.  After all what is more Chinese than hot pot?  It offers 
limitless flavors and ingredients, can fit any budget from poor 
to rich, and is above all a communal meal, where people can 
gather around a big pot and cook, eat, drink, and chat.  Hot 
pot is an interactive dish, and active experience that allows 
you and all of your friends to do things just how you like 
them and still get what you want out of the meal. And with 
the final strains of winter upon us, now is an excellent time 
to sidle up to a nice hot bowl of something good.

If you’re someone that’s new or an extreme introvert who has 
never ventured far beyond your doorstep, hot pot is usually 
a big bowl of soup full of spices, oil, and other flavorings set 
over a heating element (i.e. fire).  After it come to a boil you 
can add whatever ingredients you like to the pot and you 
simply remove them when they’re done cooking.  Since hot 
pot is more of a continuous feasting period, you can add a 
little of this and a little of that to it.

With every hot pot, you are given a little bowl that you can 
use to hold some sauce and let the boiling hot vegetables 
cool down for a minute before putting them in your mouth.  
The sauce usually features sesame seed paste, sesame oil, 
and an assortment of fresh chopped cilantro, garlic, and chili 
peppers.  Since this again is a customizable part of the meal, 
you can add any amount of ingredients to your sauce.

Now hot pot is generally thought of as s picy food, but there 
are non spicy versions as well.  If you have a table with both 
spicy and non-spicy eaters, you can opt for a yuanyang  hot 
pot, which is a pot with a divider down the middle so you 

can have both varieties of soup at the same table.

Now with the popularity of hot pot, there are obviously sev-
eral hundreds, possibly thousands of hot pot restaurants in 
Xi’an alone, but recent news has seen these restaurants in a 
series of scandals, most notably for the use of digouyou (lit. 
trench oil) old and very low quality oil.  As my personal his-
tory with restaurant hot pot trends more towards counting 
tiles in my bathroom for hours afterwards, making hot pot 
at home is not only an inexpensive option, it probably will 
leave you in a more fit state of health.

When making hot pot at home, remember to use an electric 
heating element and an induction-friendly pot, as well as a 
slotted spoon for retrieving the food from the pot.  Also, don’t 
forget to buy plenty of pijiu to wash it all down.  Happy Eating!

Soup Ingredients
40g – Sliced Ginger
90ml – Chili Oil
3-4 – Dried Chilies, cut into rounds
2 1/2 tbsp. – Sichuan Peppercorns 
or- 2 tsp. Sichuan Pepper Oil
1 tbsp. – Spicy Bean Sauce
1 – Spring Onion, Sliced
2 – Star Anise Pods
2 tbsp. – Garlic, Chopped
2 tbsp. – powdered red chili
2 L + = Beef, Chicken, Pork, Lamb, 
or Fish Stock

Sauce Ingredients
1 jar – Sesame Seed Paste
4-5 – Red Chilies, chopped
4-5 Cloves – Garlic, chopped fine
1 bottle – sesame seed oil
Crushed peanuts (optional)

Other Ingredients and Tips
Really there are no limits to what you can add to hot pot. Meat, vegetables and 
starches are all common and usually there is a variety of each when you eat hot pot 
so the sky is the limit.  There are just a few notes on how to prep your ingredients.
- Meats should be cut into really thin slices. Since most of use don’t have access to 
a rotary meat slicer, it might be better to buy this.  They sell frozen meat specifi-
cally for hot pot in most supermarkets in China.  You can also buy the meatballs, 
fish balls, and other assorted hot pot meat-like objects in the frozen section at the 
supermarket.
- Hard Vegetables (potatoes, pumpkin, radishes, etc.) should be cut into relatively 
thin slices, but don’t cut them too thin or they will fall apart before they reach your 
mouth. Stick with about 1cm in width or larger for slices. 
- Big leafy vegetables should be cut down into more manageable pieces to make 
it easier to transfer from pot to plate to mouth.  Nothing makes a mess quite like 
a whole leaf of cabbage coming out of a hot pot.
- If you want to do a whole fish for a hot pot, chop it into large pieces first and add 
it to the hot pot before you turn the heat on.  It will add additional flavor to the 
soup, which will in turn flavor the food that goes into it.
- Add a bit of soup from the pot to your sauce before you begin eating so it thins 
it out a bit.
-Don’t overload you pot at first or the temperature will drop very rapidly and you’ll 
have to wait longer for it to boil again.
-If you have a chance, mix the ingredients for the soup and bring them to a boil the 
night before and let the flavors meld overnight before using.  
If you have any hot pot secrets or tips, write to the author at 
     stephen.robinson@xianease.com 

Spicy Hot Pot Recipe

Q: 我靠有两个系列，最初的这个形象是怎么产生的呢？
创作灵感来自哪里，和你自己有几分相似度，算自画像吗？ 
是个人的形象缩影吗？代表内心的一部分想法，生活态度？

A: 从学生时期在涂鸦本上用彩色铅笔没事画一些小人开始，

慢慢的可能你会把一些你期许的东西赋予在这个小人身上，逐

渐的的就成了现在这个形象。不能绝对的说是个人缩影，毕竟

是在用画笔塑造另外一个插画中的形象，但是肯定是带着个人

情绪在里面。

Q: 怎么发现自己突然红了呢？心情有什么变化吗？

A: 其实只是因为新浪微博让自己画的画慢慢的被更多的人看到

而已啦，当然他们也很喜欢这令我很开心。一个好的并且愿意

给你机会的平台对画画的人真的还蛮重要的。但是其实画画还

是是需要一个相对踏实的心情和一个安静的环境的。

Q: 介绍一下绘画的软件，手写板还是纸笔？

A: 手写板配合photoshop、painter这样的平面绘图软件。所

有的工具和介质也只是工具和方式而已，毕竟传递的内容才

是最重要的，当然你也需要找到一个适合自己并且擅长的表

达方式。

Q: 经常熬夜吗？喜欢哪些动物？喜欢哪种语言  未来计
划的旅行去哪里？

A: 不上班的时候就是12-1点左右睡，算不算熬夜？不过肯定

不会通宵。

喜欢兔子，熊猫，可爱、毛柔柔，聪明又有些笨呼呼的哺乳

动物。

每种语言都渗透着一个地方和那里民族的文化，况且我懂的又

不多，也不好说喜欢哪种。

关于旅行哪里都想去啊，用有限的时间去尽可能多的了解我们

这个星球是件多美好的事情啊。

Q: 有一幅画在微博上转发很多引起激烈讨论？ 真的当时
要去上康熙来了吗？

A: 这个后来解释过了，因为画了一张康熙主题的插画，所以就

模拟画里主人公的口气说了一句这么调皮的话，让大家误以为

作者本人真的要去那个电视节目。其实毕竟我只是个画画的，

那个综艺节目和我不是一个世界的。只是想表达在插画的世界

里你可以实现很多你平时偶然的一些不太可能的小臆想。

Q: 画家平时在生活中作息是什么样的？

A: 就可普通的样子呗，走街上没人甩的样子。T_T

网络是一个平台 可以分享想象力的地方  有人说作品的传播

会带来很多影响，你有想过通过的作品，给喜欢你的粉丝们带

来些什么吗？

其实作为插画来讲，终究大部分时候也只是个人情绪的表达而

已，我从来不想把画画看的太复杂，简简单单的带给人快乐，

或者是小小的忧伤就好了，当然在点点滴滴里偶尔透漏一些个

人对某些事情的看法和态度，并且希望能得到别人的认同。

Q: 最喜欢的电影音乐有哪些？有受到过其他作品的启发  
影响吗？

A: 有一部日本动画影片叫《佛兰德斯的狗 フランダースの

犬》，看了差不多五、六次，哭了五、六次，至于音乐么，我

想唱片封套那个系列的插画就能回答你了。

当然受过别人的影响，人都是从不会画画，到看别人画画，

再学别人画画开始的，比如几米的漫画，再比如美国的南方

公园，小时候的话基本就是受日本动漫彻底洗礼的时代，但

是现在已经尽量避免往那个方面画了，毕竟人还是要找到属

于自己的东西。

Q: 西安你经常出没的地方，画中出现很多西安人熟悉的
场景。

A: 有明显的出现过么？其实我倒是很刻意的想出现一些西安的

元素，但是越刻意越觉得傻，所以其实现在画里面还没有特别

明显的带有这个城市标识的画哦。

中文
中

文

采访者：允筹

古城西安是我家，
我靠同学人人夸
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Article By Amy Edwards Restaurant ReviewSpa Review
GRANDMA’S KITCHEN

First, let me say, I’d come back for the sofas alone! 
This place looks like a page right out of Better 
Homes & Gardens magazine! The plaid table-
cloths and upholstery in the main dining room, 
combined with the wooden front porch furniture 
in the al fresco dining section, and the rustic ac-
cent pieces on the walls lend themselves whole-
heartedly to the country chic aspect that gives this 
lovely restaurant its name, “Grandma’s Kitchen”.  
We started off with the Beef Burritos, which I 
must say now, were my favourite dish on the 
Mexican menu! The beef wasn’t tough, it wasn’t 
chewy – it was just tender…like a Grandma’s 

love☺Next we tried the Chicken Taco and the Beef Taco, both soft shell and both delicious. Then we 
went for the Cheese Quesadilla because we wanted to taste the raw essence of the dish without the 
accoutrements of a meat filling, and we were not disappointed. The tortilla was crisp and fresh, and 
there was just the right amount of cheese. For those of you out there who have never experienced 
a Quesadilla before, it’s kind of like a Mexican grilled cheese sandwich. Try it, you might like it ☺ 
Next up, the Enchiladas – we ordered one Chicken Enchilada and one Beef Enchilada, and I just 
melted for the Beef Enchilada, but as you already know, I’m a bit partial to the chef’s tender beef. 
Our last course of the evening was the Spicy Beef Tostada, and that was a real treat. Just picture the 
Oreo Waffle Bowl at DQ, but with savoury beef and refried beans in a crispy wonton skin bowl! As 
a child, my family would make homemade fried wontons every Friday night, and this Spicy Beef 
Tostada just took me back. 
At one point, the power went out and just like the King’s cannwyllyd, the waiters were transformed 
into light-footed candle bearers swiftly illuminating everyone’s tables, and turning their late lunch-
es into afternoon delights. It was like Valentine’s Day all over again ☺ 
The Watermelon Juice was made fresh to order at the bar. Using nothing more than a nice big cut 
of watermelon and a blender, Evan was able to craft a fruity drink bursting with all of its natural, 
flavourful beauty, which shined through in every sip. For sure, I will be back here next week for one 
of Evan’s masterfully blended Margaritas! Half blended, half on-the-rocks, equal parts alcohol and 
lemonade, fresh lemon slice and salt on the rim…This Margarita gets high marks for taste, texture 
AND presentation. And at ¥ 30 a glass, it’s definitely one of the best value-for-money cocktails I’ve 
had in Xi’an, especially at a tourist trap like the Dayanta. My final vote - effing awesome! I’ll have 
another ☺ 
Speaking of presentation, every dish that came to our table was accompanied by Mexican red rice, 
refried beans, sour cream and spicy salsa on the side. It was beautiful AND delicious! The quesadilla 
even had some Mesclun salad on the side, and I love me some Mesclun with a little salt and lemon 
juice dressing.   
Unfortunately, we didn’t get a chance to try the Bean Nachos because there were no corn tortilla 
chips that day, but we’ll be back! However, be warned, after you’ve experienced a Mexipalooza like 
we did, you will most definitely be in serious need of a Siesta, and you’ll be more than grateful for 
those big, plush, cozy sofas…

SwISSTouCHES SpA
The winter has been cold but spring is fast ap-
proaching – so it seemed the time to step out of 
the multiple layers and treat my body to some 
TLC before the sun begins to shine again and the 
inevitable skimpiness of summer clothing leaves 
my hibernating skin quacking at the thought.

The Spa at Swisstouches hotel was the ideal an-
tidote to the cold winter blues and, along with 
a few friends, I whiled away a bubbly few hours 
in complete bliss. Swisstouches Spa boasts a 
swimming pool; a gym; Hot Spring pools [with 
a variety of jets for different massage experi-
ences]; private room Jacuzzis; Sauna; Aromath-
erapy- Steamroom; 5 treatment rooms; Juice bar; 

Unique experience showers; and a hair salon. Whether you are in town on business and need some 
timeout to de-stress, want to take a break from the daily grind and pamper yourself or have a special 
occasion to celebrate with friends, Swisstouches spa will cater for your needs with delicate finesse. 

We had our celebration [it was New Years eve after all] in one of the Private Jacuzzi rooms [Prices 
for hire between 680 – 2800RMB], where ambient lighting and a gently bubbling pool comfortably 
seated 5, with a sofa area and flat screen TV for anyone else choosing not to get their toes wet. The 
staff were attentive and congenial. We were free to come and go from our private room and explore 
the other luxurious facilities the spa had to offer – the large swimming pool and oversized lounge 
beds being one of the most attractive features for me.

Swisstouches carries three cosmetic brands: La Prairie and La Pramol from Switzerland and Com-
fort Zone from Italy. This spa is the only one in Xi’an to provide La Prairie Facial. The five-star facility 
holds treatments to cover head to foot by well trained professional beauty therapists, and there is a 
retail point to purchase goods from the spa.

After we swam, steamed, pampered and relaxed, we made our way to the Café downstairs [reviewed 
in December issue of Xianese] to completely indulge ourselves [not part of the Spa package] feeling 
we were seeing 2011 out in style.

Day packages currently start from 1640 – 2818 RMB and treatments come as an addition ranging 
between 380 – 1018RMB [please contact the spa directly for prices]. Opening hours are early morn-
ing to 10pm.

Address: 25F,D building, xiang rui ren jia,#168,Yan ta west road,Yan ta district.             time:  10:00 - 21:00
地址: 西安雁塔区雁南二路曲江银泰城3楼                tel:  8912 3200

Address: 22 Feng Hui South Road, GaoXin District, Xian, Shaanxi,China        西安高新区沣惠南路22号
China Tel: (86 29) 6858 8888   Website : www.swisstouchesxian.com
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By Amy Edwards - Amy has lived and worked in Xi’an for about a 
year working as a VSO, teacher, and now reviewer. 
You can read more about Amy on her blog 
http://amzmiesu.wordpress.com

Article By Jimmy Unitas and Giselle Akal

Jimmy and Giselle came to Xi’an in January 2011 from New York City, where 
they studied Writing and English respectively at City University of New York. 
Jimmy worked as a restaurant cook for nearly five years in NYC and has an 
additional five years cooking experience in restaurants and catering halls in 
the Greater New York area. They can be reached by email at  
                jamesunitas@msn.com.
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Xi’an Calendar - MARCH 2012 Xi’an Calendar - MARCH 2012

Xi’an Book Club  
Readers Meeting

Xi’an Book Club  
Readers Meeting

Pub Crawl

Location: Sculpting in Time, shida road

Location: Provincial library, third floor

Time: 2:00pm-5:00pm

Time: 2:00pm-5:00pm
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Calendar

Couples Night
Ladies eat free.

Location:Dolce Bistro Level 
1, No.2,Gaoxin Road.

Tel: 029-8822 7588

“Birthdates and 
Fengshui Discussion”

Free learning salon
Time: 7:00pm—9:00pm

Location:
Yanta qu, xiao zhai, xi lv 

international 19F28room

Couples Night
Ladies eat free.

Location:Dolce Bistro Level 
1, No.2,Gaoxin Road.

Tel: 029-8822 7588

“Love is expensive”
 

SoundToy band 
YOYO bar on Bar street.
Time: 8:00pm-10:00pm

tickets from 13572447716 
60RMB for per person

Chinese Corner  at 
Sculpting in Time Cafe 

Shi Da Lu, opposite Xi’an 
Foreign Languages Uni

Tel:  029-8522 8182
Every Wednesday at 7pm

Expat Night 
at Park Qin  

www.xianease.com/
events/expat_night.html

MOn TUES WED                       THURS                       FRi SAt SUN

2
MOn

3
TUES

4
WED

Xi’an Football Club 
Location:

Shida football pitch
Time: 4:00pm

Come on out for a friendly 
match! 

Xi’an Football Club 
Location:

Shida football pitch
Time: 4:00pm

Come on out for a 
friendly match! 

陕西省美术博物馆
Shannxi Art Museum

华君武 漫画展
Hua Jun Wu 

comic exhibition 
Location:

No.14 North ChangAn street.

“Tasty cheese cake”
learn to make 
cheese cake

手把手教你做芝士蛋糕 
婕妮花咖啡馆

Location: 
No.127 YouYi Lu

Tel: 8848 5001

Xi’an Hash Run 
The only drinking club with a running 

problem in Xi’an! 
Everyone is invited for a great time! 

Check our site for all the details 
www.xianease.com/Hash_House_Harriers

- South End of Bar street 德福巷南门

Yellow River Soup 
Kitchen

Operating every Mon, Wed 
and Fri, on Wu Xing Jie. Get 

all the details at
www.yellowrivercharity.com

Movie Night
< Revolutionary Road > 

Time: 7:30pm
Location: Shida S.I.T.

(师大路雕刻时光咖啡馆)
Tel: 8537 5772

Discount Bowling at Great 
Wall Pearl Bowling Alley

(Must download the 
coupon first) 

Address: 146 Xianning Road
Phone: 8221 4318

http://www.dianping.com/
promo/146682

Coffee Clutch
 

Time: 9:30am-4:30pm
Location: life party in shi ji jing 
dian da sha B, 1108. wei er jie 

north east corner.

Quilting for Fun
布艺花 

10th March: Cotton Flowers 
ADD: Room 1511, 1st Building, 
Qu Jiang 6 Hao, No. 1, Yan Nan 

Yi Road, 
TEL: 029-85498220  

Time: 9:00am-5:00pm
BLOG: http://blog.sina.com.

cn/u/2339229922

BBQ 
weekend party

烤肉来袭 
肉食动物周末放养计划 
Duo La Ma Er Youth Hostel.

Time: 5:00pm-11:30pm
Location: Xiao Nan Men,Shun 

Cheng Xiang, 

Global Village Chinese School 
       Free HSK Demo Class

 
Time: 14:00-16:00

   Learn HSK tips with a 
teacher who has 3 years of 

experience.
Location: No.17 Shida Road 

(between Normal University & 
Int. Studies University)

Tel:029-85232500 / 85307474

Belgian Bar and xianease 
Monthly Pub Quiz

Beer, Burgers, Wings, and Trivia 
what more could you ask for?

Time: 8:30pm
Location: 

The Belgian Bar

Jennifer`s Cafe
“Die without music”

story and music party
Time: 5:00pm-8:00pm

Location: 
No.127 YouYi Str.

Tel: 8848 5001

“where the soul is,where 
the home will be” 

concert
Time: 2:00pm-5:00pm

Location: 
bai hua lin ju,yang 
guang gu,building 

8th,uni1st,601room.

Concert
Yo-Yo Ma`s concert
《马友友与丝绸之路

合奏音乐会》

Boy with redtie band 
folkmusic gig
民谣新团体 

红领巾少年乐队 
根据地酒吧 民谣专场

Time: 7:30pm
Location: Xi’an Concert Hall 

Tel: 400-611-9169

Time: 9:30pm-11:00pm
Location: base bar,  no.78 

guanghua road.

Bridges Coffee
4 p.m.- 5 p.m.- Children’s Easter 
Party and Anniversary Celebra-

tion
 7:30 p.m.- Easter and Third An-

niversary Celebration
Location: 

Xi Gao Xin (Hi-Tech Zone)
500m south of Keji Lu

Tel: 8450 2441

Xi’an Art Museum
Jannis Kounellis

pioneer of modren 
art exhibition 
当代艺术先锋

简尼思•库耐利斯个展

location: 
Da Tang bu ye cheng, south square 

of dayan tower,yan ta district

25
SUN

25
SUN

16
FRi

16
FRi

6
FRi

6
FRi

古城告急2012
Polo Party 

2nd Anniversary
西安站【光圈】

Time: 8:00pm
Address: 

西安碑林区东大街菊花园饮马池
光圈CLUB

门票： 30元/位                                

Time: 9:00pm
Meeting Place: Rose Concert Hall 
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It’s an Asian thing milk tea, it can be hot or cold, flavored or original, bubble or no it’s as customizable 
as you want to make it but yet the standard is uniform. From a cold winter day “warm-er-upper” to 
a hot summer day cool down it might not be the most universal beverage around but it does seem 
to be one of the most prominent. For this top five list we took price, availability, customization, and 
authenticity (no powder mixes only tea leaves) into account…well that and who gave us the most 
product for free of course…For us availability ranked pretty high (who wants to travel half way across 
the city for a milk tea?), while customization, and authenticity were of equal value. Finally it was price, 
we are not talking Beluga Caviar here and so price isn’t REALLY a factor unless you are looking for a 
bathtub full of the milky treat (and if you are we do NOT want to know about it – or maybe we do). 

With its various locations around the city (we only put three here) both in restaurants and beverage stands (Chit 
Chat brand) it’s almost everywhere you are with some great milk teas of various flavors ready and waiting. They 
offer combinations that the others don’t plus the option to create your own flavor, just choose the ingredients and 
let ‘er rip…though we can’t tell you enough that milk tea and citrus is just not a combination meant for consump-
tion…just don’t do it…not ever.

Ok ok while technically not Chinese milk tea Indian Masala Chai is black tea mixed with cardamom, ginger, milk, 
and sugar. It’s made by boiling tea with water and milk and then straining it (traditionally using a woman’s stock-
ing), and that’s close enough for us! It’s spicy, warm, and sweet and sadly often over looked when folks visit “the 
Indian” Give it a try and you might just get hooked…like us. (As one team member said about the chai, “It’s not 
that I’m addicted but I do think about it a lot.”

Somewhat of a western café cum tea house this cozy little place offers not only some tasty milk tea and snacks 
but a great place to nestle down in while consuming said tasty beverage. Made using the blanching technique, 
where hot Chinese black tea is combined with cold milk giving a softer and sweeter taste. 

Somewhat of a western café cum tea house this cozy little place offers not only some tasty milk tea and snacks 
but a great place to nestle down in while consuming said tasty beverage. Made using the blanching technique, 
where hot Chinese black tea is combined with cold milk giving a softer and sweeter taste. 

Sculpting in Time (or SIT as those in the know call it) is a Xi’an staple when it comes to the café scene and so it’s 
no surprise they pop up in this list. They feature an Earl Grey version of the traditional milk tea this fusion favorite 
is great as a stand-alone beverage or with a plate of small snacks. With three locations around the city you’re 
never that far away from a great tea break in relaxing surroundings.

Sculpting in Time Café   (雕刻时光)
Address/phone:
East: No.28  West Xianning Road (雁塔区咸宁西路28
号交大一村四舍)  /  029-85375772
South: No.41 Shi da road (雁塔区 师大路 41号) / 
029-85228182
West: 2F Golden bridge Plaza, Keji road (高新区 金
桥国际广场BC座2层)  / 029-8886 0857

1

2

4

5

3

Do you think you know more Xi’an top five? 
If so, send an email to top5@xianease.com or go to www.xianease.com and leave a comment.

Opening time: 9:00AM-11:00PM
Cost: RMB 19.00

Opening time: 8:30AM-11:30PM Cost: RMB 36.00

3R3H   (3皇3家)
Address/phone:
City Center:  No.69 South guang Ji Lu. Wei ye man-
sion 1F (南广济街69号伟业大厦一楼) / 029-87253396 
Ji Qing Lane, Ji Qing Building,#18 An Ban Jie, Bei 
Lin District
West: No.25 Gao xin road. Next to KFC (雁塔区高新
区高新路25号肯德基旁) / 029 – 88241655
East: C building, North Square Da Yan Tower (大雁
塔北广场C座) / 029-8551 3590

Delhi Darbar   (新德里餐厅)
Address:
No.3 East Da Tang Tong Yi Fang,west yan ta road (
雁塔西路大唐通易坊东头3号)
Opening time: 10:30AM-11:30PM
Phone number: 029-8525 5157

Cost: RMB 15.00

Jennifer’s Café   (婕妮花)
Address:
No.127   West YouYi road next to Xigongda (陕西省
西安市碑林区友谊西路127号)
Opening time: 10:00AM-11:30PM
Phone number: 029-8848 5001

Cost: RMB 20.00

Enjoy Restaurant   (悦生活)
Address:
No.52  South street Second Floor (碑林区南大街52号
2楼)
Opening time: 10:00AM-3:00AM
Phone number: 029-8721 8834

Cost: RMB 20.00

Article by XIANEASE 

--- Milk Tea
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We very often have focused our monthly arti-cle on getting OUT of the house, exploring the surroundings of Xi’an and getting active in the community. This month we decided to look the opposite direction…kind of…this month we have searched the city to come up with some great and inexpensive ways to personalize your apart-ment. It doesn’t matter if it’s a studio apartment in a six flight walk-up or if you like in one of those posh houses with gardens and gate guards all of our places could use a bit of sprucing up and individualizing (not to mention a good cleaning).

Of course the idea of drilling holes in concrete walls to hand a 
picture or two might sound a bit daunting but with the right 
tools, a few ideas, and some great locations to poke around 
you never know what you might find. Xi’an actually has quite 
a few DIY (Do It Yourself) market areas as well as a Home 
Depot filled to the brim with raw lumber, light fixtures, and 
everything in between. Since most of us are a renting, maybe 
a complete remodel is a bit far-fetched, but hey who knows 
you might just find a project.

In the larger DIY markets prices are set and usually a bit higher 
than in the surrounding smaller shops, but the tradeoff is 
that the larger the store usually the better the quality of the 
items…usually. In the smaller shops you can find better deal 
but bargaining is the law of the land so know your price points 
before you get your heart set on something. One advantage of 
the smaller locations are the people who run them, they are 
usually top expert in their fields and can answer just about any 
question you throw at them…but of course they only speak 
Chinese and sometimes only the Shaanxi dialect! 

Hard Core Projects

Maybe you are looking for some small electrical goods, a hair 
dryer maybe, or bathroom mats, or a water boiler…maybe 
it’s fake flowers and random pictures to adorn your walls…Da 
Ming Gong and Kang Fu Lu are the places you want to head 
and be ready to be amazed by the variety of goods and the 
massive amounts of people. These two markets are located 
pretty close together and you don’t need to walk as so much 
just picking up your feel and letting the crowd move you along. 

To list what these places have could fill up the next 50 pages 
but just think of them as multi-story mega marts with almost 
everything and anything for sale. Da Ming Gong focuses on 
“stuff” while Kang Fu Lu is more a clothes market, but both 
have more on offer than the average person needs. 

Again, these places are multitudes of small shops under one 
roof, they have sections of goods (as in the silk flower area, 
or the humidifier section) with very similar prices but that 
doesn’t mean that there isn’t a one off just around the cor-
ner that is selling the exact same thing but for a bit cheaper, 
so hunt around, get lost and don’t forget that both of these 
places are multi storied so explore away!  If you’ve read this far 
you can guess that bargaining is expected as is being prepared 
to actually walk away if the price is too high.

Finishing touches and Knick-knackory galore

When it comes to these locations and many others like it 
bargaining is something that you have to expect, initial prices 
are just for openers (usually) and though it’s not our place to 
describe how to bargain the best policy we could come up 
with was to divide the initial offer in half and go from there, 
that is to say if you are comfortable with doing that and if 
you feel the price is too high. Don’t be afraid of walking away 
and don’t get mean, bargaining is a policy and though it can 
get tiring after a while treat it as a necessary part of the day 
and move on.

Lots of folks will read this over (ok maybe not LOTS but some…
maybe) and realize that in these locations it’s all conducted 
in Chinese and sometimes even in the Shaanxi Dialect. Don’t 
let this deter you from venturing out. If you have a plan draw 
a picture, if you have measurements bring them along, im-
ages, blueprints, and numbers are all pretty universal, you’d 
be surprised how quickly you and the sales staff will adapt 
not to mention how friendly and helpful the sales staff can 
be. No it won’t be a walk in the park but with an open mind 
and a bit of forethought there is no reason that a lack of 
language should keep you from setting about on those long 
thought about projects.

Final Thoughts on Bargaining 
and Language Proficiency 

For those that are maybe just looking for a surface change 
there is a huge fabric section located on Wenyi Road (文艺
路) just outside of WenChang Gate (文昌门). Here you will 
find everything from bed sheets and tailor made suits to rolls 
of pleather and faux leopard skin. They have tailors on hand 
just waiting to help you create your masterpiece. Fabric is 
usually bought per meter and bargaining is expected every 
step of the way. 

These are markets with lots and lots of little stalls each in-
dividually owned but many of them will carry a majority of 
similar items similarly priced though it seems that many also 
have a few special cloth types or patterns that the others 
might not have, the only way to know this is by delving in 
and exploring. For those whom are repeat customers they 
usually have one tailor and a selection of fabric vendors that 
they always go to, there is no shame in taking a notebook 
with you and drawing a map so you know exactly where you 
bought what and where. 

Fabrics and Cloth

We ask Nike’s forgiveness in using the above three words 
but when it comes to projects they are really the only three 
that work…well that and “Come on get off your lazy butt, 
stop talking and thinking about it and actually start” but the 
second on didn’t have as good of a ring to it. The sentiment 
is never-the-less the same, there is no time like right now to 
start that project you’ve been thinking about (well maybe wait 

until you’ve finished this exquisite piece of writing) , 
or to actually make those four white-ish walls of your 
apartment into your home. You don’t need to rewire 
the place but give it come character, make it your own 
and see what coming “home” is all about. It will cost 
less than you think and be less hassle than you fear.  

Just Do It

DIY 
places

Article by  XIANEASE

Question or comments about activities around 
Xi’an contact at  editorial@xianease.com

文艺路布匹市场(Fabric Market)
文艺路与友谊路十字东北角

northeast corner of the Wen Yi road 
and You Yi road intersection

大明宫建材市场 (Da Ming Gong)

1.雁塔区含光路南段
south road of Han Guang lu,Yan Ta district.
2.太华北路180号
#180 Tai Hua North road.

康复路 (Kang Fu Lu)

1.长乐西路15号
#15 Chang Le West road

轻工市场 (Qing Gong)

长乐中路107号
#107 Chang Le road.
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FASHION FASHION

ing ourselves better.” She makes women feel good about 
themselves at every age and addresses the need-to-know 
issues we all face at one time or another -- from how to 
deal with changes in skin to what adjustments in makeup 
application are really necessary (and appropriate) as we 
get older, to having confidence and feeling good about 
who you are. Her books are Bobbi Brown Beauty Rules, 
Bobbi Brown Living Beauty, Bobbi Brown Makeup Man-
ual, Bobbi Brown Beauty, Bobbi Brown Teenage Beauty.

In life’s puzzle we all struggle to find out our own way, or 
to find significance of our existence. Though we should 
all try to walk our own path sometimes reading a map 
(or a book) can help us to travel in the right direction. I 
hope those books interest and help you, if you have other 
recommendations I would love to hear about them!

The Spring Festival holiday some 
say it’s too short, some say it’s 

getting more boring every year, but 
for me the one thing I did over the 
holiday was read…a lot (especially 
since we stopped paying for cable 
TV). Now I’m no editor and I wasn’t 
invited by any magazines to write a 
list of  my favorite publications, but 
I put a list together anyway. Break-
ing it down a bit, some people think 
of magazines and other “soft-cover 
publications” as fast food and that 
reading a “real” book is a better and 
more intellectual choice, and let’s be 
honest at times I think so too. There 
are exceptions thought for instance I 
picked up a magazine in the HK air-
port called ‘Chutzpa’ a literature re-
view magazine that is good enough 
to be recommended, with contem-
porary articles in both English and 
Chinese. 

On two or three occasions I have went 
to different bookshops and skimmed 
through whole shelves of fashion 
books. Most of which have topics as 
mundane as how to put on make-up 
by a famous cosmetic brands (guess 
which brand they recommend?) or 
a writer’s personal viewpoint about 
how to dress up, with ‘must have’ 
items, dress codes and so on. These 
are not the books about fashion that 
I would recommend, I gravitate to-
ward books where the author has an 
overarching style and attitude about 
dress sense, lifestyle, working and 
even food. Because for me fashion 
is more than just cosmetics, dresses, 
and shoes, it’s a way of life that en-

compasses everything.
I believe most people have a pretty 
clear view on high level fashion af-
ter all many of us have been chasing 
fashion trends since we were young. 
It’s easy to tell people who come 
from the UK, the US, Hong Kong, 
and even Japan from judging their 
fashion style. The benefit of grab-
bing books by authors from around 
the world is that you get beyond the 
clothes and hype to see what actually 
makes up not just the base fashion 
but the lifestyle behind that fashion.

Winifred Lai also known as ‘The 
Muse of Hong Kong’, published her 
first book My Fashion Moments 87-
07, in 2007 and has been working 
hard and gain a reputation in the fash-
ion field. She started out as a typical  
Hong Kong lady but since her publi-
cations has turned into a ‘have it all’ 
women. Thumbing through just 6 
pages of pictures of every day differ-
ent styles, and accessories and you 
will realize that being a fashionista 
comes from practice and study. This 
book is a diary of fashion because 
without writing things down she will 
forget. Even though she missed 80’s 
Hong Kong fashion and really has 
no idea about mainland ideals it’s 
not a bad read and you get to know 
her as an exquisite women. NOTE: 
She recently published a new book 
titled Salar de Uyuni, I haven’t been 
able to check it out yet but I’m hunt-
ing for it!

From my point of view the books All 
You Need to be Impossibly French, 

and French Women for All Seasons 
are great ways to discover what it 
is to be a French woman filling the 
reader with images of  sexy, sophis-
ticated ,flirtatious and glamorous 
women. For me it’s a great way to 
find life ingredients for looking and 
feeling beautiful, their contents are 
full of wisdom for all aspects of life, 
from recipes and wine lists to social 
etiquette these books allowed me to 
delve into a fashion culture the way 
watching runway shows and top 
model interviews never did.

Finally I would have to recom-
mend Bobbi Brown, an inspirational 
women in her own right as well as 
an internationally renowned make-
up artist and CEO of Bobbi Brown 
Cosmetics. Her products are sold in 
more than 400 stores in twenty coun-
tries. As Bobbi says, “What happens 
to us as we make our way through 
life, and how we can continue mak-
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Article By Kristen Zhou

You can contact Kristen Zhou at:  
            Kristen.zhou@xianease.com

A RecommendAtion 
of fAshion 
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If you’ve been in Asia for a while 
you could say you are ‘templed 

out’, having seen a plethora of 
them.  But… if you have a morn-
ing or an afternoon free, there 
are some really interesting (and a 
couple of crazy) temples around 
Xi’an.

Did you know there was a Tibetan 
Buddhist temple here?  Yep – in 
the absolute north-west corner of 
the city wall is Guangren Si (广仁
寺), Shaanxi’s only Tibetan Bud-
dhist monastery.  This temple was 
founded for the Gelugpa (or Yel-
low Hat) sect. This is a pretty cool 
little temple, run by monks who 
came from from Qinghai and In-
ner Mongolia.

It was built in 1705 as a way sta-
tion for the Grand Lama of Tibet 
and the North-West when he 
went to visit Beijing.  As usual with 
old buildings it has been through a 
couple of iterations, the most re-
cent being in 2006.  The temple is 
constructed in a more traditional 
Chinese style rather than strictly 
Tibetan, but is still lovely to vis-
it.  After you pass through the 
Mountain Gate, wander into the  
Devajara Hall, chat to the amazing 
standing Guanyin with her many 
hands and eyes in the Mahavira 
Hall, try to count the Buddhas in 
the One Thousand Buddhas Hall 
and finish up in the Sutra Keeping 
Hall. On both sides there are flank-
ing halls, wing-rooms and cross-
yards.  One of the most interest-
ing halls holds the God of Wealth 
– surrounded by close to 100 gift 
bottles of baijiu!

The temple shows its mixed be-
ginnings with Tibetan, Manchu 
and Chinese script carved into the 
supports and door signs.  

There are 8 Treasures in the tem-
ple and a sign will tell you what 
they are, but you do need to go 
on a treasure hunt to find them 
all.  There are also 6 rare trees, 
and the one which took my fancy 
was the Clothes Hanging Cypress.  
I asked one of the monks the sto-
ry behind this, but he couldn’t tell 
me, so I was left to imagine the 
Grand Lama having a quick wash 
in the Lotus Vat (sacrilege!) and 

TRAVEL TRAVEL
Tr

av
el

Travel

The many hands of GuanyinThe many hands of Guanyin

Monks performing 
the candle lighting ceremony.
Monks performing 
the candle lighting ceremony.

Prayer flags and wheelsPrayer flags and wheels

10,000 year lamp. 
The vat is filled with 54 kgs of 
oil to keep it alight.

10,000 year lamp. 
The vat is filled with 54 kgs of 
oil to keep it alight.

Stupa at GuangRen Si.Stupa at GuangRen Si.

teMpled 
out??
teMpled 
out??

地址 高新区科技路海星城市广场A座14层1418室
Room 1418,A Building,Hai xing city square,keji lu,Gaoxin District

休息日Holiday
星期二Tuesday

营业时间 

11:00-19:00 (接待结束)
Hours

预约电话

029-8815 3133

Phone

南二环

高
新

路

高
新

一
路

高
新

二
路

科技路

世纪金花

B座 A座

海星城市广场

从日本顶级制造公司进口染发及烫发等药水，

在日本具有超高人气，充分考虑对头皮、毛发的保护。

Imports from one of Japan's top style companies with hair dye and perm solutions, 
they set the industry standard when it comes to scalp care and hair protection.

由日本顶级发型师亲身为您提供高水准的优质服务

By Japan's top hair stylist personally providing you with a high level quality of service

JAPANESE STYLE
HAIR SALON

Article by Deborah.Howard
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hanging his monkly robes there 
to dry.

The monks have their chant-
ing meditations twice a day, at 
8:00am for you early risers, and 
3:00pm for us more ‘normal’ folk.  
One of the senior monks calls the 
monks to meditation with a conch 
shell and one by one they leave 
their other duties to come to the 
hall and chant.  Part of the chant-
ing is the celebrated Tibetan and 
Mongolian throat singing, and it 
is lovely to listen to.  I did ask one 
monk to teach me how to ‘throat 
sing’, but he told me it comes 
naturally and he didn’t know how 
to teach me.  I thought perhaps I 
would be more in tune in throat 
singing, but it is not to be.

The giant thangka for this mon-
astery has been painted onto the 
walls of the final hall, and is worth 
a close look. Beautifully detailed 
and with touches of gold leaf, it 
may not have the ceremonial stat-
ue of others, but it can be seen 
every day. 

Each year, on the 8th day of the 

Lunar calendar New Year, there is 
a candle lighting ceremony, which 
is beautiful to attend.  Hundreds 
of people lighting coloured tea 
lights set in designs both inside 
and outside the temple grounds.

There is a tiny temple shop on 
the right hand as you enter the 
temple grounds, and across the 
road from it there is a much larger 
shop selling all sorts of Tibetan 
and Buddhist bits and pieces.  

To visit this little forgotten jewel 
catch the 509 or 712 buses and 
get off at the temple, or the 606 
from Dayanta and get off at the 
north-west gate and head north 
a couple of hundred metres.  It 
is an easy bike ride from the Bell 
Tower, or a nice 20-30 minute pot-
ter.  Despite the booth proclaim-
ing ticket sales, entrance is free 
and the temple seems to be sup-
ported by the GuangrenSi Charity 
group.  It is open from 8:00am to 
5:30pm daily.  See you there next 
year!

You can contact Deborah at:  
                 deborah.howard@xianease.com
Blog: http://lotuseaterslake.spaces.live.com

Address: Guan Yin Temple
#152 Xi Bei 1 lu - 西北一路152号
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So You Want to Learn Chinese: 
The Importance of Tones Article by  Huey Ly

COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

The word for “mom” in Mandarin is Mā , in the first tone (high pitch).  And the word for “horse” is Mǎ, in the 
3rd tone (falling pitch).  An American friend of mine once tried to insult someone in Mandarin by suggesting 

inappropriate behaviors to another guy’s mom.  But he inadvertently proclaimed himself to be a horse lover 
instead.  It was quite embarrassing.

Learning the tones in Mandarin is crucial.  The number of sounds in the Chinese vocabulary is absurdly tiny 
compared to other languages.  As such, tones are also used to differentiate meanings.   For example, the word 
shi, using different tones  can have over 60 different meanings!  The famous poet 趙元任(Zhào Yuánrè) once 
wrote a poem called Shī Shì shí shī shǐ (The Lion Eating Poet in the Stone Den), which is a 92 words poem made 
up entirely of “shi” in different tones. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lion-Eating_Poet_in_the_Stone_Den. 

But this shouldn’t be such a strange 
and alien concept as some Western 
students studying Chinese make it 
out to be.  Tones are just the correct 
pitches we use when saying a word.  
Languages like Mandarin or Swahili 
formalized them and make them an 
essential part of the pronunciation 
of each word.  But there are less 
strict tonal features in all languages.  
In English, imagine saying a sen-
tence like, “Hello, how are you?” 
in a different set of tones, such as 
using a low pitch on the “Hel” part 
and high pitch on the “lo” part of 
“Hello”.  Sounds ridiculous right?  
When you use the wrong tones in 
Mandarin you sound ridiculous too, 
and some times it could even have a 
completely different meaning than 
the one you intended.  For exam-
ple, instead of asking “Where can I 
buy some pants?” (zài nǎlǐ kěyǐ mǎi 
kùzi?), just by changing the tone of 
one word (mai), you could be asking 
for the complete opposite question.  
“Zài nǎlǐ kěyǐ mài kùzi?” (Where do 
I sell my pants?”).

There’s really only one set of 
correct pitches when saying 

a word in any language, tonal or 
otherwise.  Granted, in English it 
is rare to have alternate meanings 
to words with the same phonemes 
(parts of sounds a word makes), 
but with different tones.  It is much 
much easier to guess the meaning 
of an English phrase even if the 
pitches aren’t said correctly.  (Al-
though, English does have some 
words that sound the same as 
well.  Think dear and deer, write 
and right, lives – present tense of to 

live, and lives - plural of life).  So, next time you hear someone say,  
I can’t learn the tones!  It is so hard and weird, my language doesn’t 
have this!  Just smack him or her upside the head and point out this 
fact.  Learning the tones is just like learning the correct pitch of each 
word, and it is important in any language, not just Mandarin.

Here are the 4 tones in Mandarin (not including the Neutral tone).  
Learn them well.  Like everything else, practice does make perfect.

Xi’an is old.  Most people around 
the world recognize China as 

one of the oldest continuous cul-
tures on the planet, and the often 
toted phrase of 5000 years of history, 
though not technically accurate, still 
lends to China a mysterious air that 
often entices those seeking adven-
ture to cross the planet and come to 
one of the early cradles of civiliza-
tion.  But how old is China?  How 
long have people been living here? 
If China is so old, where does it all 
begin?
Well, to answer that question, we 
must look at the city that we live in 
now, Xi’an, heart of China for time 
immemorial.  Long ago, the plain 
that Xi’an sits on, the Guangzhong 
Plain, was a lush and fertile area, 
watered by multiple rivers and 
surrounded by mountains, a sort 
of isolated stronghold where early 
peoples could flourish.  Among 
those early folk were the people 
of the YangShao Culture, an Neo-
lithic group of sedentary subsist-
ence farmers that live in what is 
now Shaanxi, Shanxi, and Henan 
provinces sometime between the 
years 5000 and 3000 BCE.

The Yangshao lived off of millet, 
though some of the settlements 
were found to have cultivated rice 
instead.  They grew basic vegeta-
bles and hunted and fished for meat.  
Livestock such as pigs, chickens, 
ducks, and cattle were raised to 
provide a supplement for fish and 
game.  Unlike the varied foods of to-
day’s China, the YangShao diet con-
sisted mostly of millet gruel or millet 
pancakes, with a smattering of veg-
etables for basic nutrition.  Meat was 
consumed on special occasions, pos-
sible in conjunction with religious 
offering or harvest festivals.  

Settlements were made up of multi-
ple family groups, living in circular 
houses made from wood or woven 
branches that were plastered with 
mud.  The floors were made of 
rammed earth and the roofs from 
millet stalks.  Normally, these were 
single room dwellings large enough 
to hold a single family.  At the ar-
chaeological site Banpo, located 
here in Xi’an, the village covered 
a large area, about 5-6 hectares, 
which was surrounded by a massive 
moat that measured 15 feet across 
and 30 feet deep.  This moat was 
most likely set up in defense against 
wild animals and possibly neighbor-
ing tribes.

Not much is known for sure about 
how the people of the Yangshao 
lived as they didn’t leave us a writ-
ten record of their culture.  However, 
there are several indicators of how 
they lived.  Large troves of pottery 
show that they were able to produce 

many different types of vessels, in-
cluding pots for that acted as coffins 
for burials.  This pottery was often 
red or black in color and featured 
the images of people and animals, 
as well as more exotic symbols.  
One symbol that is repeated over 
and over again is that of two fish, 
pointed inwards towards the face 
of a man. This symbol most likely 
means that the fish, specifically a 
whole fish, was a representation of 
luck or wealth, a tradition that con-
tinues on to this day.

Lucky for those of us living in Xi’an, 
we have access to one of the big-
gest YangShao site available, the 
previously mentioned Banpo.  When 
you go to at Banpo you can see the 
dig site, as well as several artifact 
from pre-historic China.  There is 
also a recreation of several versions 
of the houses they used to live in 
and a model of the kiln used by the 
YangShao to make their pottery.  It’s 
a short taxi ride from the center of 
town or you can take bus number 
15路 from the Bell Tower so there’s 
no reason not to go.  Discover your 
Xi’an!

It can be frustrating at first, but keep 
at it.  Your ears will eventually grow 
accustom to picking up the different 
tones if you keep on practicing.  I’ve 
mentioned before, the human brain 
is wired to learn languages naturally.  
It’s just a matter of time and continu-
al usage until those neuro pathways 
are formed and fortified. Until then,  
努力加油!  (Nǔlì jiāyóu!)

Here’s an excerpt:

Shí shì shī shì Shī Shì, shì shī, shì shí shí shī.

In a stone den was a poet called Shi, who was 
a lion addict, and had resolved to eat ten lions. 

石室诗士施氏，嗜狮，誓食十狮  

Huey Ly is a software developer for the 
English Learning website Whyyu.com.  
His blog can be found at 
http://hueyly.com/wordpress
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Tone          Pitch      Example

 1st          High    Mā 妈 (Mom)
 2nd         Rising   Má 麻(Hemp)
 3rd   Falling Rising   Mǎ 马 (Horse)
 4th         Falling   Mà 骂 (Scold)

The hisTory of Xi’an
Banpo anD 

The YangShao culTure
Article By Stephen Robinson
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Article by  Ryan Gray

A s the Spring Festival celebrations 
started to draw to a close, I found 

myself on a north-bound sleeper-train 
heading for sub-zero temperatures, an-
cient Chinese architecture and enough 
lanterns to bring light to an entire city. I 
was on my way to witness the lantern 
festival in the ancient, walled city of 
Pingyao. The Lantern Festival marks 
the end of the Spring Festival and is 
the last chance for Chinese people 
to celebrate the New Year and, with 
the celebrations in Pingyao said to be 
some of the most impressive in China, 
it sounded like the perfect place to go 
to watch the culmination of the New 
Year festivities. 

It was six AM when I arrived at Pingyao 
station and after a short ride in a taxi, 
I was greeted by a sense of disappoint-
ment that had been carried into the 
walls of the city on the back of a wind 
that seemed cold enough to send shiv-

ers down the spine of a penguin, and 
had got stuck somewhere in the laby-
rinth of unlit backstreets. Pingyao has 
no street-lights inside the walls and 
when the lanterns were turned off, it 
was impossible to see anything. I’d 
read about the city being a perfectly-
persevered representation of ancient 
Chinese culture and yet here I was, 
standing in the middle of it and I 
couldn’t see any of what attracted me 
to the city in the first place. I decided 
to go to the guesthouse and sleep un-
til the sunlight was around to show me 
what I had come to see. 

The guesthouse I was staying in (The 
harmony guesthouse) is one of many 
old Chinese courtyards that have been 
converted into affordable accommoda-
tion and offer a comfortable bed and 
a plethora of western dishes for the 
home-sick traveller. Harmony is owned 
by a Chinese family who were all fluent 
in English and exceedingly helpful. The 
father was the first of the family who 
I met (I didn’t get any of their names) 
and he refused to see me sleep on the 
sofa in the dining area downstairs, and 
instead insisted that I went and slept 
in a bed upstairs for three hours, free 
of charge. After my nap and a spot of 
breakfast, I stepped out of the front 
door and was immediately immersed in 
a maze of small streets, lined with an-
cient Chinese buildings that had been 
well-restored and were all decked-out 
with red lanterns and with none of the 
sky-scrapers or electronic billboards 
that are all too common in other Chi-
nese cities around to mar any of the 
splendour. It was an odd sensation. 
The streets were empty, apart from a 
few market-stall owners and had some 
of them not been selling rubber Spider-
man masks or plastic glowing wands, 
I could easily have believed that I had 
indeed gone back to the Ming and Qing 
dynasties from which the city retains its 
layout. 

as the day grew older and I began to 
explore more and more of the maze of 
courtyards and alleyways, the number 
of tourists swelled and the streets be-

came increasingly busy. However, I 
still stuck out like a sore thumb as the 
majority of the tourists were Chinese. 
I’d constantly be hassled for my pho-
tograph or be pointed at in the street, 
which is something that I’ve grown 
used to since moving to China, but not 
to such a vast extent. It was as if they’d 
never come face-to-face with a western 
person before, which is peculiar, given 
that Pingyao is a place so well-prepared 
for western tourists. It’s almost as if 
Pingyao is anticipating some great 
tourist boom. Their English is well-re-
hearsed, they can make a fantastic 
macaroni cheese, now all they need is 
for the word to spread. 

I had a couple of days to waste before 
the night of the Lantern Festival, so I 
did what any good tourist would do. I 
saw the sights. Pingyao has eighteen 
historically significant courtyards that 
can all be accessed with the same tick-
et, which costs 150 kuai. The ticket is 
valid for three days, so even the slowest 
of travellers are able to amble around 
the city and see everything at their own 
leisurely pace. The courtyards them-
selves were interesting and they were 
certainly what I’d come to Pingyao to 
see, but in my mind they all gradually 
began to merge and after I’d seen all of 
them (I think) none of them struck me 
as significantly more memorable than 
any of the others. However, the court-
yards weren’t the only local attraction 
that I took in; Pingyao has several inter-
esting local delicacies, some of which I 
tucked into when I wasn’t feasting on 
lasagne and chips. However, sampling 
the snacks of Shanxi is sometimes a 
bit of a risk as pingyao is probably the 
best place in China to find mistrans-
lated menus. In fact it seems as if the 
menus were all translated by the same 
interpreter, who was either hugely in-
competent or having a great laugh at 
the expense of the restaurant owners 
of Pingyao. ‘Meat Fried Cat Ear’ should 
never appear on any menu at any 
restaurant, let alone on every menu 
in an entire city. The same thing goes 
for ‘Fries Pulled Out The Rotten Child’. 
unfortunately (or maybe fortunately) 

I didn’t stay in the city long enough to 
sample all of the local delicacies, but 
the cuisine I did taste was certainly 
of a high standard. ‘Pan-fried dump-
lings’ and ‘Special thick noodles’ were 
among my favourites from a long list of 
fantastic foods indigenous to the prov-
ince. However, a local sweet unexpect-
edly proved itself to be the best culinary 
find during my stay, and that sweet was 
the Shanxi ginger candy. Delicious hard 
chunks of candy, made with ginger. 
They were absolutely perfect for help-
ing to warm the body on those freezing 
cold days in Pingyao. I bought a bag of 
the on the day of the Lantern Festival 
and they did a great job of keeping my 
blood warm as night closed in and the 
city got colder and I waited for the spec-
tacles to begin. 
When it was finally dark enough, all 
the lanterns were switched on and 
every inch of the city glowed the colour 
of magma; the celebrations had be-
gun. Just outside of the walls, behind 
the south gate, there was a vivacious 
display of illuminated floats. Dragons, 
peacocks, elephants, an entire robotic 
band of drummers, as well as a whole 
host of other animals and artefacts, 
gave light and life to an otherwise une-
ventful open space. In the corner of this 
temporarily colourful expanse of land, 
a stage was erected. Musicians, magi-
cians and Chinese acrobats all contrib-
uted to the celebrations and wowed 

the swarms of people who swarmed 
like moths around the large, anoma-
lous lights. Inside the walls, fireworks 
were exploding high above the ancient 
rooftops as people let off rockets in the 
middle of the narrow streets. The city is 
UNESCO listed because it has retained 
all its features to an exceptional degree 
and in doing so provides a remarkably 
complete picture of cultural, social, 
economic, and religious development 
during one of the most seminal periods 
of Chinese history. However, during the 
lantern festival, none of that seems to 
matter as both the city’s reputation and 
grandeur are jeopardised for the sake 
of a light show. Unfortunately the con-
sequences of the amateur pyrotech-
nics were demonstrably visible the next 
day. By the time I’d left the guesthouse, 
most of the tourists had left and the 
city was once again almost empty, but 
the streets were a little different to how 
they were when I’d first arrived. Piles 

of rubble lay next to buildings, having 
been knocked from rooftops during the 
unofficial fireworks displays the night 
before. It seemed as if the locals were 
completely unaware of just how special 
a place their little city is. It’s an exceed-
ingly well-preserved representation of a 
significant period in the history of China 
and one of the only remaining places 
in the country where you can see how 
its cities were before sky-scrapers and 
billboards came and changed the face 
of these delightfully-constructed towns 
forever. To think that the people of 
pingyao either don’t realise what they 
have there, or they’re just not interest-
ed in preserving it, is an incredibly sad 
thought. It’s a darling little city, full of 
charm and charisma and it should be 

LANTERN
FESTIVAL 

Pingyao
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Article by Ryan Grey, from Newcastle, Eng-
land, currently living in BaoJi (a small city 
not far from Xi’an) working as an English 
teacher.  If you have questions or comment 
you can reach Ryan at 
ryanjohngray@hotmail.co.uk
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Xe: Thank you for sitting down with us, first of all 
can we get you to introduce yourself to our readers.
GY: Of course, my name is Guo Yu, I’m from Xi’an and 
I’ve been DJing and slinging drinks in clubs around 
China since 1997. Currently i am the head of strate-
gic planning and event promotion for Fantasy.

Xe: Being the strategic planning and event promo-
tion manager for a club is something that lots of 
folks wish they could do, how did you find yourself 
in that position?
GY: Yeah, surely working in a club and especially as 
a manager sounds fascinating right? It’s funny but 
that’s actually why I started working in clubs so many 
years ago, I thought it was the best way to look cool! 
But somehow that changed after I touched the mixing 
console in my first DJ gig, it was almost love at first 
sight. And though the years working in clubs they cool 
mystique has fallen away and now my goal is to be 
the best event planner and strategic planning man-
ager in China and I still have a long way to go.

Xe: It can’t all be fun and games, managing a club 
must be difficult sometimes, what’s the biggest 
problem you have encountered and how have you 
solved it? 
GY: I’d have to say “how to keep thinking”. It is the 
biggest problem i face. it’s easy to get lost in the 
pleasure and rhythm of the club but not easy to 
keep making fresh events. What and how to attract 
customers with is always a problem, it’s pretty com-

petitive out there and if we don’t keep innovating 
we will lose. To keep a leg up on the competition 
I put a lot of time into the latest fashions, popular 
clubbing music, and top DJs from different coun-
tries. I observe people`s reactions when the show is 
running on the stage and talk with a variety of folks. 
My aim is simple, to look for refreshing music and 
shows that fit our image and out clientele’s taste.

Xe: Since a club is open at night (or in the early morn-
ing) could you please take us through a typical work 
day I mean are you basically a night owl or what?
GY: Actually I am more in the office than on the 
dance floor these days, which means I’m not really 
staying late. I’m actually a morning person and like 
getting up early, starting the day and getting things 
done.

Xe: When you are not busy making orders and di-
recting operations what do you like to do in your 
spare time? 
GY: I spend a lot of time really looking at who I am, 
what I am doing, and how I can do what I do better…
I have been big into self-analyzing for a long time, 
when I’m not doing that I’m a pretty laid back guy I 
like watching movies, listening to music and all that 
other normal stuff. 

Xe: When Fantasy opened it rose to the top of the 
Xi’an night life scene pretty quick and there doesn’t 
seem to be an end in sight, what do you think sets 
Fantasy apart from all the other night life spots?
GY: Well first off I would have to say that Fantasy 
wouldn’t be the hot spot it is without all of our great 
clients. Good fun should be accompanied by fantastic 
music, lively performance, and most importantly ex-
ceptional service. Only when we got all of that right 
did we see ourselves rise to the top. As with anything 
in life passion is what makes the difference. It seems 
that after only 2 years we are on par with the main 
clubs in cities like Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong and 
Tai Pei. 

Xe: If what we hear is right you are known as some-
what of a night-out guru, so describe for us your per-
fect night out if money wasn’t an issue
GY: It’s funny but I don’t see there being a “one-size-
fits-all” night out, it’s more about who you are and 
what you and your friends like to do. For me, I guess 
i would start by choosing a favorite restaurant or 
food, grabbing some of my closest friends and head-
ing out to do something new. Or maybe i’m feeling 
a bit quiet and so I will head to the cinema, head 
out to a bar or drink supermarket beer in a park…
whatever it is devote yourself into it and it’ll be a 
good time.

Xe: When do you think is the best night of the week 
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to head out and paint the town red?
GY: Again, there really isn’t a perfect day, I mean 
tuesday’s are the quietest in the club so come on 
down if you want space, but the weekends are the 
most entertaining…it’s really up to you but for me I 
head out when I really feel like it, I don’t like to have 
“forced fun” and so I can stay home on a Saturday 
night and head out on a Wednesday if that’s how i 
feel.

Xe: It was a long road to get where you are today, if 
you had to do it all over again what would you do 
differently? 
GY: That’s a difficult one, I am content and happy 
with where I am in life and if I didn’t know any bet-
ter I’d do it all again, sure…but if I knew everything 
I know now I would totally change my path maybe 
even do something else, get new experiences.

Xe: You are at the top of the heap when it comes to 
Fantasy, what’s next for you?
GY: I’m going to keep working hard, studying hard, 
and developing not only Fantasy but myself as well. 
As to ”next” in terms of a career? I’m not sure, I love 
what i do and never thought i’d be doing this so how 
could I even imagine what my future holds?

Now let’s check your xianease-ness with the next 
few questions;
a). Where in Xi’an is your favorite place to go out 
for fun?
GY: Xing Qing Park over by Jiao Tong University, it’s a 
great place where you can see an amazing mix of old 
and new. Check it out you’ll be impressed. 

b). What’s your favorite Chinese dish? Where to get 
it?  
GY:  Liu Xiang mian, I can’t get enough of it! It’s just 
next to the Bell Tower on An Ban Jie by all the cell 
phone stores.

c). What’s your favorite coffee shop? 
GY: Sorry but I prefer tea, and I’m really into the tea 
house on the north end od bar street right now, it’s 
a bit expensive but they have great tea and an amaz-
ing atmosphere.

d). Where do you like to get pizza?
GY: Colabo, I have traveled a little bit and eaten 
quite a bit and still Colabo is a place that I keep com-
ing back to.

Xe: And finally the question that keeps folks up at 
night; What do you have in your pockets right now? 
GY: My Beats Audio earphones, my scratched mobile 
phone, an old napkin, and some cash…do you want 
to know how much?
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A great way to get fit is to run on top of the city wall! 
You’ll beat the crowds, soak up some great Chinese 
atmosphere and be able to take some awesome pho-
tographs from above down onto real hustle and bus-
tle backstreet life here in Xi’an!

If you want to make it a regular thing, there are two 
cards you can buy: the first is the ‘Magnificent Land-
scape National Tourist Annual Pass (98RMB) which 
you can use to access the City Wall seven days week, 
but not during National Holidays. You can also get dis-
counts on other tourist attractions and one free visit 
to the Tang Paradise. Note that for this card, you can 
only get this discount at the four main gates, not the 
other smaller gates…why??? I have no idea! The card 
is available from Post offices.

The second card is the City Wall Fitness Card (360RMB) 
which allows you to use the wall 365 days a year and 
use any entrance you like. This card is only available 
from the North, East, South and West entrances. Best 
value for money has to be the first card, as you are 
running nowhere on Public Holidays anyway…”excuse 
me, excuse, coming through, excuse me…”

Do you like to play pool? Do you have any friends 
who like to play? Xianease and RAY English TEFL 
Teacher Recruitment will be partnering up some-
time during April to organize an annual or bi-an-
nual pool competition here in Xi’an. The competi-
tion will be for teams of doubles and both foreign 
teams and Chinese teams are highly encouraged! 
In fact, we next month, we’ll have a full article on 
the event, but this is just an early shout to gauge 
interest. They’ll be prizes, free beers and a trophy 
for the winners!! 

If you would like to enter your team of two early, 
then email me at: stuart.allen@xianease.com

I hope you all had a fantastic Chinese New Year. It’s been a few month since I saw you here at Stu’s Corner, 
but time flies and it’s great to have you drop by again! If you would like to let Stu’s Corner readers know 
about something really great here in Xi’an or you have a question you can’t get answered, then email me 
and I’ll post it here: stuart.allen@xianease.com

Stuart Allen provides those all-important tips for day-to-day life in Xi’an. He can be contacted at stuart.allen@xianease.com.

i put away way too much food over Chi-
nese new Year. Any good ideas for losing 
weight this spring?

I am putting out some feelers to see if 
any pool players out there would be 
interested in an annual Xianease pool 
competition??

Stu’s Corner

1 2

For the lantern festival this past February I returned to my home town – Yaozhou County, (76km north 
of Xi’an city), to visit the lantern market there, and buy some lovely lanterns.

The horse lantern is very eye-
catching, it has a tightly wrapped 

body in white paper and a beautifully 
decorated head that is removable for 
convenient packing which also adds 
some animation. Its four legs are 
connected to the body by slim iron 
wires with a block of metal adhered 
to balance their weight meaning that 
the legs are agile as if the horse is 
running lightly in a wind.

Other big animal lanterns such as 
tigers and lions have the same struc-
ture as the horse with different colors 
on their face, ears, bodies, and tails.

We talked with the sales woman 
about the lanterns and she said it 
takes over three days to finish all the 
procedures for one such lantern, and 
generally only two to three horses, 
tigers, or lions can be produced per 
day. For each there are more than a 
dozen steps in each process, firstly 
the bamboo is cut into slim and 
smooth pieces to form the body 
frame and the head – which is done 
with a skilled hand, then the paper 
is cut into the animal’s shape, then 
gluing, drawing, and more. Eventu-
ally, the lantern is hung up by 3 
threads, with both the angles and 
lengths adjusted for balance. All 
these works are done carefully by 
hand for the materials are all fragile, 
a little error will leave a defect to the 
whole product and a wasted prod-
uct. The sales lady does the gluing 
while her husband acts as the boss 
tasking their several family members 
in other parts of the creation. They 
all worked for one month to produce 
nearly 100 horses and the price is 
￥25 for one horse and ￥35 for a 
tiger or lion lantern, when you finally 

see all the work that goes into it it’s 
easy to see that the price is worth 
the lantern.

The actual Lantern Festival is an 
important ancient tradition in ru-
ral areas and villages in my home 

area. Where I am from the uncle 
(it MUST be a brother of a married 
woman) pays a visit to his nephews 
and nieces and their mothers to give 
lanterns and small toys as gifts. If a 
woman doesn’t have a brother, then 
an adult man in her family will be 
given the mission. If no person fulfills 
this activity, then the married woman 
and her children may be looked down 
by others, this is something that 
happens even today, but generally 
no one gets passed by, it’s a happy 
time to share in and someone will 
always volunteer to fulfill the role of 
the lantern bringer. Like Christmas 
children are always eagerly looking 
forward to their uncles bring lanterns 
and candy.

When I was a small child I lived in a 
small open village (now circled by a 
large concrete factory and becom-
ing very dirty) in Yaozhou County, 
we lit the lanterns using a small 
red cradle made of sheep oil the 
nights leading up to the Lantern 

Festival. I still remember as the big 
day approached seeing the various 
colorful lanterns showing up in the 
alley by my house, it was a joyful 
time, that I remember fondly. The 
excitement reached a peak on the 
Lantern Festival night, the fifteenth 
day of the first month in the lunar 
Chinese New Year. After that day the 
Spring Festival completely finishes 
and we prepare to go back to school 
and back to our real lives, the winter 
holidays have come to an end and 
we all look forward to summer and 
the end of winter. 

The Spring Festival as a whole and 
the lantern festival expecially are 
some of my fondest and warmest 
childhood memories. I’ve not come 
back to my hometown for more than 
10 years, and at my return I discover 
the great changes have taken place 
in my absence. The lantern market 
has shrunk greatly, it used to oc-
cupying the whole three main streets 
filled with crowds of people, now it 
stretches only about 30m long. The 
sales woman we talked with said that 
these days the elder master crafts-
man are becoming less and less 
and only do a few lanterns before 
the Festival. The younger genera-
tion spend much of the year going 
out for work, no one really makes 
lantern as a craft anymore because 
it makes little money and is very 
time-consuming.

Fortunately, I could still see these 
exquisite handicrafts and revisit the 
beautiful memories of my childhood. 
People are pouring into big cities 
trying to make a fortune while the 
traditions in rural areas are disap-
pearing. One day, when we look back 
we may find our memories are all 
that’s left and so far away.

Lantern’s memory
Article by  Moonriver

horse lantern

tiger lantern

lion lantern

The pigeon lantern, 
the pomegranate lantern.

moonriverzf@yahoo.com.cn

Article by Moonriver, A Xi’an native 
and college engineer at the Xi’an Aer-
onautical College. Travel and writing 
are her passions. You can contact her 
at moonriverzf@yahoo.com.cn with 
any comments or questions.
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I n January 2012, after two years of 
working here, I went home to New 

York City for a month.  The visit home 
became a vehicle of learning for me.  
I learned more about myself as an 
American after living in China.  When 
I first returned, it felt surreal to me.  
I was glad t o be with my family and 
friends again, but many things felt un-
familiar to me.  For one thing, during 
my first week back, it felt almost odd 
to me that everybody spoke English.  
I know this sounds ridiculous, but 
after two years of listening to Chi-
nese speakers, I just got used to it.  I 
also felt bored and “homesick” and 
wanted to fly back to Xi’an after only a 
few days. Can you believe it?!  I was in 
NYC, the city that never sleeps--and I 
was bored?!  My colleagues who went 
home after their stint in China and re-
mained in touch with me expressed 
similar feelings.  There was definitely 
an adjustment period for me when I 
got back. 

While in NYC, I noticed some American 
norms that I didn’t notice before.  I 
went to Starbucks in Manhattan for 
WiFi access during my first few days.  
After I sat down with my beverage, 
turned on my laptop, and then no-
ticed I couldn’t locate an electric 
socket anywhere near me to plug in 
my power cord! I observed the other 

users around me. No customers were 
using one.  I thought, “Wow, what a 
rip off!  I paid for a cup of coffee to 
use their Wifi.  They can’t reciprocate 
with an electric source for my laptop?!  
Why, Starbucks in Xi’an is way better! 
They provide you with plenty of elec-
tric sockets.  Why can’t they do the 
same in New York?”   I quickly snapped 
out of it and realized the harsh reality. 
In New York, if you are not generat-
ing revenue for their business, such 
as Starbucks, they’re not going to let 
you sit there for free.  Although it’s 
the same brand, the business mental-
ity is completely different.  For New 
Yorkers, we frequent Starbucks as 
much as we commute via subway.  
In Xi’an, when you purchase some-
thing at Starbucks, you are buying a 
luxury item.  At 25RMB for a cup of 
latte, I would agree that it is.  For that 
amount, I’d be able to buy three meals 
at a food court here.  In Xi’an, there 
is always staff cleaning up after the 
customers, wiping the tables clean, 
making sure the magazines are neatly 
put away, etc. Their cafes are always 
well maintained.  In the U.S., you as 
the customer clean up after yourself.  
There are no free magazines available 
to you to read.  The Starbucks custom-
ers are treated like royalty here. I told 
my friends back home about these dif-
ferences.

Another thing I noticed is the attitude 
of customer service at McDonald’s 
and other American fast food chains 
are dramatically different in Xi’an.  For 
example, here when I buy a cup of cof-
fee at McDonald’s I can get as many 
cups of free refills as I like.  This is the 
same with Starbucks.  When you buy 
a cup of Starbuck’s daily brew, you are 
entitled to free refills.  Especially in a 
city like New York, there is no such 
thing as free lunch.   During a recent 
visit at McDonald’s at Xiao Zhai, it was 
incredibly crowded on the weekend.  
Senna (my fiancé) and I were lucky 
enough to get seats.  Later, I noticed 
the customers coming up to the sec-
ond floor dining area were greeted by 
an employee at the top of the stair-
case.  He asked the customer, “How 
many please?  Over there, there are 

two seats available. Please go ahead.” 
I was utterly stunned at the treat-
ment!  The way the staff interacted 
with the customers made it seem like 
it was a 4-star restaurant where there 
is a host greeting you at the door.  It 
was quite refreshing!  I would never 
get this type of service in any of the 
McDonald’s in New York.  

During the times that I made purchas-
es back home, I used mostly cash in-
stead of swiping my debit card to not 
overspend.  What I noticed right away 
was they charged me prices like $11.82.  
My immediate thought was, “Do you 
really need to charge me the 2 pen-
nies?  Why can’t you just round it down 
to $0.80 like the Chinese vendors do?  
That would be so much easier for the 
cashier and customer.”   In the States, 
the loose change is in coins, not in bills 
like here.  It took me a while to fish out 
two pennies from my wallet.  I even 
complained about this to my relatives 
when we had dinner together.  

It is funny how after two years of living 
here, I really got used to some of the 
conveniences here.  As modern and 
convenient as some things are in the 
States, they can certainly learn a thing 
or two from the Chinese.

COMMUNITY COMMUNITY
Co

m
m

un
ity

Com
m

unity

Jennifer is from new York city, and 
has been living in Xi’an since Febru-
ary 2010. She lives in Chang’an Dis-
trict in Xi’an with her fiancé, Senna. 
She teaches English oral and listen-
ing skills at Xi’an Fanyi University. 
Feel free to contact her at  
           jennifer.yip@xianease.com

Article by  Jennifer Yip

Article by  Christian Dzadek

S pring festival is always an odd time 
to be a foreigner in Xi’an. 

On one hand, the city is overrun with 
even more people than usual – most 
coming to see family, but quite a few 
just here to be tourists. On the other 
hand, most of the people I know leave 
the city. My students and co-workers 
scatter to different parts of the country 
to be with their families for the holiday. 
The campus where I work becomes a 
ghost town – a portrait of the dust-cov-
ered, post-apocalyptic landscape of my 
nightmares.

We tend to get a bit lonely.

All my favorite noodle vendors shut 
down, the vegetable market is sparse 
if open at all, the heat in our building is 
turned off until the new semester be-
gins. It’s like our whole campus is in a 
holding pattern, running on a skeleton 
crew. Yet, when the sun goes down, 
someone must be around, because 
the fireworks ring out through the night.

As a family of four, we can’t really af-
ford to fly back to America every spring 
festival. Our friends and family back 
home would all be working anyway. 
But, like many foreigners here, we find 
spring festival a great time to see more 
of China, or even travel to some nearby 
countries. Even with the spring festival 
price hike, plane tickets aren’t too ex-
pensive, which is why this year we took 
a family vacation to Malaysia.

Visiting a foreign country – as someone 
who already lives in a foreign country – 
is a particular experience. The foreign-
ness of the new place is not so initially 
shocking, but the subtle differences 
of the culture are surprising as they 
become apparent. You can’t help but 
make comparisons. 

The first thing we noticed was how 
friendly and welcoming the Malaysian 
people seemed to be. It’s not that peo-
ple aren’t friendly in China – we have 
so many wonderful Chinese friends – 
but it is striking that, as strangers, we 
enjoyed a great deal more hospitality in 
Malaysia than we do in Xi’an. In Xi’an, 
you help your friend onto the bus, but 

you elbow the stranger aside. 

The roads were also quite different. The 
smooth pavement and lack of conges-
tion on the highway led to car-chase 
level taxi rides. And they drove on the 
opposite side of the street, which 
meant we had to look the opposite way 
when crossing. We almost got run over 
several times.

The food was another subtle surprise. 
Because of the large Chinese popula-
tion in Malaysia, we expected culinary 
offerings similar to Xi’an. This was not 
the case. Most of the “Chinese” dishes 
tasted like extremely toned down ver-
sions of their Shaanxi relatives. Tasting 
the dishes only made us wish we were 
back in Xi’an. 

We also found that our training in 
Xi’an’s bartering boot camp paid off 
when it came time for Malaysian sou-
venirs. My wife drove a ridiculously hard 
bargain, and she was delighted by the 
effectiveness of all her Chinese shop-
ping tricks.

Probably the highlight of our vacation, 
for me, was riding an ostrich. 

Previously, I’d thought this only the 
stuff of Halloween costumes and The 
Swiss Family Robinson, but, no. In Port 
Dickson, Malaysia you can pay the 
equivalent of ten yuan and ride an ac-
tual ostrich. In my case, it was a blind-
folded ostrich whose knees buckled 
beneath my weight, and who required 
two Malaysian experts to keep me from 
being thrown from the bird’s back. It 
was more like a pony ride at a state fair. 
But still, awesome.

Because the lunar new year was ap-
proaching, lanterns and dragons and 

banners of red adorned every house 
and shopping mall. It felt almost like 
China, but not quite. 

Herein lies the continuum the traveling 
foreigner walks: it’s not the familiar-
ity of home, nor the quasi-familiarity 
of our overseas home. It is very much 
like riding the back of a giant, quiver-
ing, blindfolded bird. The differences 
are subtle, but surprising. Everything is 
comparison and evaluation, and in this 
reality, it can be difficult to actually en-
joy a break. 

We know some foreigners who leave 
China for the whole month, to escape 
the spring festival fireworks (I’m not 
apposed to the big show, but seri-
ously, should ten-year-olds be throwing 
firecrackers under parked cars?). Per-
sonally, I like to see new things, but I 
also like the seasonal barrenness of 
my campus. Getting away is respite, 
but it also helps us realize the degree 
to which we’ve grown comfortable in 
Xi’an. I like to experience the different 
shades of what it means to be a for-
eigner. When we live abroad, we either 
embrace it, or we hide under the cov-
ers. Increasingly, I hope we’re becom-
ing people who embrace the life of the 
stranger, for all its good and ill. This, in 
my opinion, is a much better way to live.

Christian and his family moved from 
West Palm Beach, Florida to North Xi’an 
in 2010. He teaches at SUST and writes a 
blog about street food and Chinese cul-
ture: www.street-foodie.tumblr.com

GettinG
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Pub QuizPub Quiz
belgian bar and xianease
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We mixed it up a bit in January and February with multiple quizzes 
and different quiz masters, it was a great time and was a great excuse 
to get out of the house in the dead of winter. Be sure to catch us back 
on our normal schedule with quiz Master Phil back to his usual tricks 
on the 21st at the Belgian Bar! 
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2nd AnnuAl xiAneAse Chili Cook-off

MARCH  2012

This year we had 6 entrants, and lots of tasters, 
judging by the empty pots by the end of the 
evening it seems that everyone made a great pot 
of chili. A new champion was crowned, Bob Deaver 
walked away with all the self-respect and peer rec-
ognition he could handle…he even gave away his 
secret for winning…wonder what it was? Come out 
to more events and get the skinny on everything!  
www.xianease.com

It was the first one in the new year and the weather 
warmed up just enough to make lessen the shiver-
ing and increase the thirst. We had about 20 brave 
souls venture out for a run through market places, 
village main streets, and back allies, lots of false 
trails and mixed arrows…all in all a good time and 
great welcome back! Next month is out annual St. 
Patrick’s run, it’s a big one so come on out! On! On!  
www.xianease.com/Hash_House_Harriers
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G7  the Belgian Bar
杰诺比利时酒吧
Shun Cheng Nan Lu 69#
(East Side Inside The South 
Gate)
南门顺城南路中段69号
(南门里东侧150米处)
Phone: 029-8725 6656
            13201672369
A popular and friendly pub with 
Xian’s largest Belgian beer 
selection including two Belgian 
draft beers. Happy Hour 5PM to 
8PM daily. 
Food served lunch and dinner.

E8  Park Qin
秦文化主题酒吧 
2 Shun Cheng Xi Xiang near 
the South Gate
顺城西巷2号靠近南门	
Phone: 029-8728 7720 
Located just inside the South 
Gate, this is a popular bar for 
both westerners and chinese. 
They serve Heineken on draft.

F7  Xi’an Bell Tower 
Youth Hostel
钟楼青年旅舍
3F, City Spring Hotel on Beida 
Jie
都市春天酒店三层 北大街邮
局北侧
Phone: 029-8723 3005
A hostel bar, conveniently 
located next to the bell tower.

E8  Hu tong Bar
胡同酒吧
West section of Huancheng 
Nan Lu
环城南路西段（长安城堡大酒
店对面）
Phone: 029-8780 0088

C5  King Garden Bar
老城根庭院酒吧

Yuxiang Gate, Xi’an
玉祥门外南侧
Phone: 029-8797 3366

B9  Green Molly
绿茉莉
200m north on your right hand 
of the GINWA shopping center 
back door.
西安市高新区高科大厦副楼
一层(世纪金花商场后门向北
200米路东)
Phone: 029-8188 3339
With the success of Park Qin 
as one of the pre-eminent 
hang outs in town it was only 
a matter of time before they 
tried something new, and Green 
Molly is the result.

E8  Music Man
蛋壳屋酒吧
Outside the South Gate, Yatong-
meng amusement park
南门西侧, 亚童梦游乐园里
Phone: 13359221817
Located just outside the south 
gate, this bar is well know for 
it’s live music and great atmos-
phere. Also, has outdoor seating 
available.

A10  Wunder Bar
维德吧
78, Keji Er Lu
科技二路７８号城市风景夏日
景色商业街1-20102

H11 Castle Bar
城邦酒吧
Bar Street,Great Tang’s All Day 
Mall,South Square of Big Wild 
Goose Pagoda
曲江新区大唐不夜城新乐汇
酒吧街
Phone: 029-8542 3100

G7  the Entertainers 
Pub & Pizzeria by Hyatt
西安凯悦
Hyatt Regency Hotel
158, Dongda Jie
东大街158号
Phone: 029-8769 1140

E7  3 Carats
3克拉咖啡爵士酒吧
2F, Duo Min Jin Times Square, 
Fen Xiang,South Street
南大街粉巷26号2楼
Phone: 029-8501 0003

F10  Vice Versa Bar
Xianning xue xiang,Shaanxi 
Provincial Museum
碑林博物馆正门 咸宁学巷

Black Label Leisure Bar
黑方休闲酒吧
39, Feng Hao West Road
沣镐西路39号

G9  Bao Street Bar
钵尔街规模酒吧
45, Yanta Bei Lu
碑林区雁塔北路45号

E7 Jazz bar
杰仕吧
Intersection of fen xiang and da 
che jia xiang,south street.
粉巷和大车家巷交汇处东南角
Phone: 13991974369

E10  De Fu Lou Cafe & Bar
德福楼酒吧
39 De Fu Xiang Street (Bar 
Street)
德福巷39号
Phone: 029-8728 3630
One of the first bars ever to 
open in Xian and a favourite 
hangout for locals. Live football 
on the big screen and live music 
every night. Paulaner and Vedett 
Blond on tap.

I8  Sports Bar
5频道体育酒吧
2Fl, Jiao Da Venture Park, 28 
Xing Qing South Road
碑林区兴庆南路28号交大创
业园2楼
Phone: 029-8266 6728

E8  Xiangzimen 
Youth Hostel
湘子门国际青年旅舍
16, Xiangzimiao Jie,  
South Gate
西安南门里湘子庙街16号
Phone: 029-6286 7999   
            029-6286 7888 

F6  Habana Club in Sofitel
哈瓦那
319, Dong Xin Street
陕西省西安市东新街319号
Phone: 13571887543
The pulsating sound of live 
Latin music and creative cock-
tails thrill patrons in this superb-
ly upbeat cigar and wine bar. 

Features 10 karaoke rooms with 
a big selection of international 
and 中文 hits.

E7  Fantasy
范特西
5th & 6th floor, 46 South Street
西安市南大街46号5-6层
New disco club located on 
South Street.
Phone: 029-8763 3999

E7  Salsa Club
莎莎俱乐部
7th floor of Parkson, Xida Jie
西大街百盛7楼
Phone: 029-8728 6666
            15929550010
One of the most crowded clubs 
in Xi’an. Located 5  
minutes walk from the bell tower.

E7  Club 1+1
后宫
Attached No.1 of No.129,South 
Avenue,Xi’an .
西安南大街51号付1号

E7  Song & Song Bar
乐巢会
109, Xi Mu Tou Shi,  
South Avenue
西安市南大街西木头市109号
Phone: 029-8728 8988

G9  Da Ge Xing
大歌星量贩KTV
8, north of Yan Ta Road WanDa 
Plaza
雁塔路北段8号万达商业广场
Phone: 029-8781 6666

63, Jie Fang Road WanDa Plaza
解放路63号万达广场

Summer Green KtV
夏绿地KTV视听歌城
E8  108, west of Huan Cheng 
South Road
碑林区环城南路西段108号

3F-4F, 49 Yanta Lu
雁塔区雁塔路北段49号3-4楼
Phone: 029-8209 2888

E6  Party World
钱柜
52, North Street
西安西华门1号凯爱大厦1-3
层
Phone: 029-6267 8888

F10  Real Love
真爱娱乐广场
1 Chang’an North Road, op-
posite the Shaanxi library

NIGHTLIFE - ENTERTAINMENT
N

ightlife

How to find 
A location:

FUN TIME WITH XIANEASE

Interesting Facts
Things that you never knew about video games

1. The voice of Marcus Fenix from 
Gears of War is performed by John 
DiMaggio, who also does the voice 
of Bender for the Futurama animated 
series.

2. The voice of President John Henry 
Eden from Fallout 3 is performed by 
Malcom McDowell, the same man 
who once played Alex in the classic, A 
Clockwork Orange.

3. You could only carry 255 rupees 
in the original Legend of Zelda game 
because that is the maximum value of 
an unsigned 8 bit integer, and carry-
ing more would have required more 
memory.

4. The developers of Bioshock had 
considered using numerous other 
mechanisms or characters to retrieve 
the ADAM, instead of the Little Sis-
ters. One suggestion was even using a 
two legged dog with rolling wheels.

5. Several of the characters in Fable 2 
are not only named after the Fable 2 
staff, but designed to look like their 
real life counterparts.

6. up, up, down, down, left, right, left 
right, b, a is known both as the Kona-
mi code and gamers code. While Con-
tra was the game that gave popularity 
to the code, it actually first appeared 
in Gradius.

7. In Kakiriko village in Zelda: There 
is a portrait of Mario on a wall inside 
a house.

8. Chun-Li makes a cameo appearance 
in the first ever Breath of Fire game by 
Capcom.

9. The first gaming console to ship 
with an internal hard drive was the 
Sega Saturn.

10. Donkey Kong game was the first 
video game to feature a story behind 
the characters.

11. “Mario” was an Italian landlord for 
Miyamoto when he chose to give Nin-
tendo’s icon character a name.

12. In Final Fantasy 7, a portrait of Hi-
ronobu Sakaguchi (the creator of Final 
Fantasy) appears on the wall inside of 
one of the houses in Rocket Town.

13. The Game Boy is the best-selling 
video game system of all time.

14. Atari is named after the Japanese 
word meaning ‘success’.

15. The Pippin by Apple was the worst 
selling console ever, selling less than 24 
000 units.

16. Devil May Cry was originally in-
tended to be a new chapter in the Resi-
dent Evil series.

17. A man named Faiz Chopdat once 
went to jail for 4 months because he 
played Tetris on his phone while flying 
a plane.
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G11  Big Goose Pagoda Location
Huanta Nanlu, Da Yan Ta   
大雁塔环塔南路6号
Phone: 029-8557 3949
Friendly dutch owned cafe serv-
ing both western and chinese 
food. Check out their Terracotta 
Warrior breakfasts.

A12  italian
伊塔莉安意大利餐厅
Bank of Yongyang 
park(southeast corner of the 
intersection of Tangyan road 
and zhangba road)
永阳公园湖畔（唐延路和丈八
路交叉口东南角）
Phone: Phone:029-8858 9773
Website: www.pasta-xa.com

3 Royal 3 Houses
3皇3家

E7  South Nan Guan Jie Branch
1st Floor, Wei Ye Building, 
69 Nan Guan Road
碑林区南广济街69号伟业大
厦1楼
Hours  09:00 -- 23:30

G10  Northern Square Branch
Building C of Big Wild 
Goose Pagoda
大雁塔北广场C座
Hours  09:00 -- 23:30

B9  High Tech Zone Branch
Next to KFC, Gaoxin
高新区高新路25号希格玛大
厦一层

RAINDROPS MUSIC RES-
TAUTANT & BAR
雨花音乐餐厅
Tang Yanlu No. 1 wang zuo 
international shopping center 3F
唐延路1号旺座国际购物中
心3F
Phone:029-89199788
Mentally understand the fashion 
and keep away from modern 
fashion—an enjoyable life 
attitude in a free kingdom cross 
time, region and culture. 

F6  Azur by Sofitel
雅箸餐厅
East Wing Lobby, Sofitel on 
Renmin Square
新城区东新街319号雅高人民
大厦索菲特酒店东楼1
Phone:029-8792 8888
Hours  05:30 -- 11:30

Paulaner Bräuhaus 
Experience the Paulaner Bräu-
haus Xi’an, the only microbrew-
ery in town that serves fresh 
home-brewed Paulaner beer and 
authentic Bavarian cuisine in 
a warm and friendly environ-
ment which is bursting with 
excitement!
Add:Level 1, Kempinski Hotel 
Xi’an ,No. 6 West Section, 
Euro-Asia Avenue, Chanba 
Ecological District
Phone: 029-8355 0000/8333
Hours  11:30 -- 14:30
            17:30 -- 00:00

G11 Bierhaus
德瑞坊
No.6,Tong Yi Fang,Yan Ta West 
Road,Xi’an
西安雁塔区雁塔西路大唐通
易坊6号
Phone: 029-8543 0602
Hours  11:30 -- 23:00

Deutsches Bierhaus
德国柏龙啤酒坊
The first authentic German 
restaurant in Xi’an.
Deutsches Bierhaus of Hexie 
Square, Qujiang International 
Conference & Exhibition Center
西安曲江国际会展中心和谐
广场E7
Phone: 029-8765 5016
Hours  10:00 -- 23:00

B7  Gate West 
Restaurant & Bar
喜来登食街
262, Feng Hao East Road
莲湖区沣镐东路262号
Phone: 029-8426 1888
Hours  11:00 -- 23:00

B9  Dolce Café
多奇西餐厅
1F, Li Hua Ke Ji Mansion              
2 GaoXin Road, 
High-Tech Zone.
西高新高新路2号丽华科技大
厦1楼（高新真爱斜对面）
Phone: 029-8822 7588
Dolce is a franchise with an 
Italian bistro, combining afford-
able, accessible and delicious 
menus to all.
Hours  09:30 -- 22:30

E6  Colabo 
italian Restaurant
COLABO意大利餐厅 

11F, K.I.Tower, 1 of Xihuamen
西安市西华门凯爱大厦11层
Phone: 029-87201501/87201502
Colabo is one of those places 
that once you set foot in you 
realize that you are in for a good 
meal.
Hours 11:30 -15:00(L.O.14:00)
           17:30 -22:00(L.O.21:15)

Papa John’s
棒约翰
G11 1st&2nd Floor,Happy 
Mall,Dayan Pagoda Plaza.
曲江新区大雁塔南广场东南侧
新乐汇A5区1,2层
Phone:029-8535 8732
Hours:10:30-22:30

G5 Wanda Plaza,Min Le Yuan, 
Jie Fang Road.

解放路民乐园万达广场
Phone:029-8740 2921
Hours:10:00-22:00

B9  Bacchus Pizza
巴克斯比萨
25 Gao Xin Road
高新路25号
Phone: 029-8821 8111
The restaurant offers 19 kinds 
of pizzas. Besides pizza, there is 
some Italian food, like spaghetti 
with black pepper dressing.
Hours  09:30 -- 23:00

F7  Pizza Hut
必胜客
1F, Haida Tiandi Building, 8 
Nanda Jie
南大街8号 海大天地商厦1楼
Phone: 029-87687399/87687388
Hours  10:30 -- 22:30

1F,Gao Xin Shopping Mall,33 
Keji Lu
科技路33号高新购物中心1楼
Phone: 029-6296 1181
Hours  10:30 -- 22:30

High Fly Pizza
高飞比萨

E8  73 Huancheng Nan Lu
朱雀门外环城南路73号
Phone: 029-8841 0626
Hours  11:00 -- 22:00
G10  2 Yanta Lu
雁塔路2号大雁塔北广场
Phone: 029-8785 5333
Hours  11:00 -- 22:00

Pizza Company
品奇披萨

J8  2F, 6 Jin Hua Nan Lu, 
Li Feng  Square
金花南路6号立丰广场2楼
Phone: 029-8263 0070
Hours  10:30 -- 22:00 
G5  5F, Min le Yuan Wanda 
Square
民乐园万达广场5楼
Phone: 029-8740 2939
Hours  10:30 -- 22:00

长安北路1号1 
Phone: 029-8525 1234

I8  Haoledi
好乐迪KTV量贩广场
2 Jiandong Jie, Yanta Road
雁塔路建东街2号
Phone: 029-8206 8000

G8  Shaanxi Grand 
Opera House
陕西歌舞大剧院
165 Wenyi Bei Lu
文艺北路165号
Phone: 029-8785 3295
Provides the professional Tang 
Dynasty Dance and Music 
Show together with dinner.
Dinner: After 18:00
Show: After 19:00

F9  tang Dynasty Show 
Palace
唐乐宫
Chang’an Lu, nearby the Coca-
cola stadium
长安路，临近省体育场
Phone: 029-8526 1633
The show is performed by 
the “Tang Dynasty Song & 
Dance Troupe”, a branch of the 
“Shaanxi Provincial Song & 
Dance Troupe”. 

J7  Changan Banquet
长安夜宴
Changle Theatre, No 17 Jinhua 
South Road
金花南路17号长乐剧院 (咸宁
桥以北300米处）
Phone: 029-8322 1111
Changan Banquet is the latest 
dinner & performance show 
now open in Xi’an

.

 Starbucks Coffee
 星巴克

E7  Bell Tower Branch
1 Xida Jie, next to the Ginwa 
shopping center
钟鼓楼广场西大街1号
Hours  07:30 -- 23:30

F7  Kai Yuan Branch
Ground Floor, Kai Yuan shop-
ping mall
开元商城B1楼
Hours  7:30 -- 23:30

F7  Luo Ma Shi Location
1st Floor, Xing Zheng Yuan 
shopping mall
兴正元商场1楼
Hours  7:30 -- 23:30

B10  Gaoxin Location
1st Floor, Century Ginwa 
Center. No. 33 Keji Road
高新区科技路33号世纪金花
购物中心1楼
Hours  7:30 -- 23:30

A9  Gaoxin Location 2
1st Floor, Jinqiao International 
Plaza. No. 50 Keji Road
科技路50号金桥国际广场1层
Hours  7:30 -- 23:30

G5  101B Room, 1st Floor, Min 
Le Yuan Inner Pedestrain
民乐园万达广场室内步行街
101B号
Hours  7:30 -- 23:30

Sculpting in Time  
(Jiao Da branch)
雕刻时光

J8  No.28 Xianning West Road
雁塔区咸宁西路28号交大一
村四舍(交大商场往西500米)
Spacious and comfortable cafe

F12  41 ShiDa Lu, YanTa 
District
西安市雁塔区师大路41号2楼
Hours  08:30 -- 23:30

F12  2F, Golden Bridge Plaza, 
Keji Lu
高新区科技路金桥国际广场
BC座2层
Hours  08:30 -- 23:30

F6  Café Ren by Sofitel
咖啡人
319 Dongxin Street
西安索菲特人民大厦东楼一、
二层

Phone: 029-8792 8888
A place brimming with the rich 
aroma of coffee, a wide variety 
of Chinese tea, delectable cakes 
and chocolates plus a selections 
of good wine and champagne. 
Hours  9:00 -- 23:00

F12  Village Café
香村咖啡馆
32 Shida Lu, Nearby the Shanxi 
Normal University
雁塔区师大路32号
Phone: 029-8522 2150
Located in the south by Wai 
Yuan and Shi Da.

F7  nOnO Cafe
NONO咖啡
113 South Avenue
西安市南大街东木头市113号
Phone: 029-8726 5599
Hours  9:30 -- 00:00

King Coffee
K 咖啡

F7  1st Floor of Fang Hui Man-
sion, No. 383 East Street
东大街383号方汇大厦B1楼

F7  52, Nan Da Jie
西安市南大街52号

F11  25, Yan Ta West Road 
西安市大唐通易坊25号
Hours  9:00 -- 22:30

A10 Bridges
桥缘咖啡

Xi Gao Xin (Hi-Tech Zone), 
500 m. south of Keji Lu Mc-
Donald’s on Zhang Ba Bei Lu, 
Li Jun Ming Tian Development
丈八北路和科技一路交叉口向
北100 米利君明天小区商铺
Phone: 029-8450 2441
Hours: Monday –Saturday: 
11:00-22:30
Authentic western food, special-
ty coffees and drinks, seasonal 
specials, relaxed family friendly 
smoke-free 
atmosphere, English corners 
and other cultural activities, 
games and English books, free 
wireless.

G11  Dali Cafe
西安达利咖啡馆
Insde Xi’an Art Museum,Qu 
Jiang
曲江新区西安美术馆内
Phone: 029-8542 1969
Hours  9:00 -- 23:00

A9  Cafe Alantis
爱蘭咖啡生活馆
Xi’an Gaoxin Ke Ji Lu Fen Ye 
Xin Du Shi Bei Men Xi Ce
西安高新科技路枫叶新都市

北门西侧
Phone:029-8819 3139          
           18681813273
email:cafealantis@163.com

F8  Back nook cafe 
后角咖啡
100m inside Dong Shun Cheng 
lane,South Gate, Xi’an
西安市南门里东顺城巷内
100米 
Phone:029-8725 3257
www.backnookbar.com
Hours  11:00 -- 01:00

E6  Colabo 
italian Restaurant
COLABO意大利餐厅

11F, K.I.Tower, 1 of Xihuamen
西安市西华门凯爱大厦11层
Phone: 029-7201501/87201502
Colabo is one of those places 
that once you set foot in you 
realize that you are in for a good 
meal.
Hours 11:30 -15:00(L.O.14:00)
           17:30 -22:00(L.O.21:15)

F5  Burger King
汉堡王
地铁二号线北大街站C出口
B1层
Phone:8738 8321
Hours 8:00am-10:00pm

Subway
赛百味

E7  西大街店
125 the West Street
西大街 125号，百盛购物中
心西侧
Hours  7:00 -- 22:30

G11  大雁塔店
Great Tang’s All Day Mall, 
South Square of Big Wild 
Goose Pagoda.
大唐不夜城新乐汇内，中国
银行旁
Hours  8:00 -- 22:30

F8  高新店
#17,Gaoxin 1st.Road
高新一路17号
Phone: 029-8826 9812

Small World Café
小世界咖啡

H8  Heping Gate Location
90 Huancheng Nanlu      
Dongduan
环城南路东段90号
Phone: 029-8122 6785
Hours  10:30 -- 22:30
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E9  isola Veneziana Pizza 
意甲沙龙
14 Chang’an NorthRoad, 
Shaanxi Provincial Stadium 
(East Stadium Bleachers) 
长安北路14号省体育场东看
台下D区1号
Phone: 029-85423331

F11  Delhi Darbar
新德里餐厅
3 Da Tang tong Yi Fang, Yanta 
Xi Lu
雁塔西路大唐通易坊东头3号
Phone: 029-85255157
Very popular restaurant serving 
authentic Indian dishes. Great 
food, a nice atmosphere and 
reasonable prices make this a 
favourite.
Hours  10:30 -- 23:00

G11  Cacaja
印度菜菜
46 Yanta Xi Lu
雁塔西路46号
Phone: 029-85252536
Hours  11:30 -- 16:30
            17:30 -- 22:30

E8  Ogasawara
小笠原日本料理
9 Zhu Que Men Li, 1F Xi’an 
Evening News Building
西安晚报大厦，朱雀门里9号
Phone: 029-87625000 ext 5800
The restaurant offers a buffet 
from 11:00 -2:00 pm. 50 RMB 
for one person, including soft 
drinks and beer.
Hours  11:00 -- 22:00

Qing Du Li
青都里多国料理

J9  5F Yuehao Haihuang Hotel,     
1 South of Donger Huan
东二环南段1号粤好海皇酒
店5楼
Phone: 029-82216999
Hours  11:00 -- 14:00
            17:00 -- 21:30

B9  1F Xie Tong Buliding,12 
Gaoxin Er Lu
高新二路12号协同大厦1楼
Phone: 029-83150666
Hours  11:00 -- 14:00
            17:00 -- 21:30

D10  Shangye
上野日本料理
1 Hanguang Bei Lu, north 
building, 2F

含光北路1号北座2F
Phone: 029-85266622
Hours  11:30 -- 14:00
            17:30 -- 22:00

F6  Koi by Sofitel
锦鲤餐厅
319 Dongxin Jie
东新街319号
The light yet distinctive flavour 
of Japanese dishes prepared 
by Japanese chefs. Featuring 
teppanyaki tables, sushi area, 
private tatami rooms and deli-
cious a la carte selections.
Phone: 029-8792 8888ext 4689
Hours  11:30 -- 14:00
            17:30 -- 22:00

Domu
多木铁板烧日本料理
E7  26 Fen Xiang, South 
Avenue
南大街粉巷26号
Phone: 029-8721 8689
Hours  11:00 -- 14:00
            17:00 -- 22:00

J10  C03,18 Yanxiang Lu
雁翔路副18号C03栋
Phone: 029-87218689
Hours  11:00 -- 14:00
            17:00 -- 22:00

Ajisen Ramen
味千拉面
G9  1F, Wan Da Shopping Mall, 
8 Yanta Lu
雁塔路8号万达广场1楼
Phone: 029-85560358
Hours  10:00 -- 22:00

E7  2F, Melody Hotel, 86 Xida 
Jie
西大街86号美伦酒店2楼
Phone: 029-87639368
Hours  10:00 -- 22:00

F10  Huili 
惠里日本料理
1 Changan Bei Lu
长安北路1号
Phone: 029-85261888
Hours  11:00 -- 14:00
            18:00 -- 21:00

E9  Sarabol
萨拉伯尔韩国料理
14 Chang’an Bei Lu, East gate 
of the Shaanxi Stadium
长安北路14号
Phone: 029-8559 0088
This is a nice Korean restaurant; 
they serve the best Korean food 
in Xi’an. The barbecue makes 
you mouth water and the hand-
pulled noodles in soup are tasty.
Hours  11:00 -- 21:30

E7  tudari
土大力
2F, INTIME Shopping Mall, 48 
Xida Jie
西大街48号银泰广场2楼
Phone: 029-8727 1264
Hours  11:00 -- 23:00

B9  Hai Yun tai
海云台
17 Gaoxin Yi Lu
高新一路17号
Phone: 029-8832 7878
Hours  11:30 -- 23:30

B9  Bai Xing Chu Fang
百姓厨房
6 Guangde Lu
光德路6号
Phone: 029-8831 7280
Hours  11:30 -- 21:30

C9  Ren Ren Ju
人人居
127 Youyi Xi Lu
友谊西路127号
Phone: 029-8848 5100
Hours  9:50 -- 14:30
           16:00 -- 21:30

B9  Xiang Shui Yao
湘水肴
5 Guangde Lu, Gaoxin Er Lu
高新二路光德路5号
Phone: 029-8833 8888
Hours  10:00 -- 21:30

H7  Anping Spicy Fish
大河马干锅年代
272 Zhu Que Da Jie
朱雀大街272号
Phone: 029-8523 0570

E10  Ding Ding Xiang
顶顶香
527 Zhu Que Street
朱雀大街527号
Phone: 029-8522 7799
Hours  11:30 -- 14:30
            17:30 -- 21:30

G9  tibetan Fish
藏式秘汁烤鱼
200 Meters West of #323 Hospi-

tal, Jian She West Road
建设西路323医院向西200
米路北
Phone: 029-8503 0543

Da Pan Ji
新疆大盘鸡餐厅
161 Han Chen South Road
汉城南路161号
Phone: 029-8425 3959
Hours  11:00 -- 21:30

B8  Lao Pu Kao Ya
北京老铺烤鸭
1 Laodong Bei Lu 
劳动北路1号
Phone: 029-8864 5888
Hours  11:00 -- 14:30
            16:00 -- 21:00

Grand Hong Kong
大香港鲍翅酒楼

B9  3 Gaoxin Road
高新路三号   
Phone: 029-8122 6785
Hours  7:00 -- 11:00
           10:30 -- 14:30

H7  1 middle of Huancheng 
Dong Lu
环城东路中段1号   
Phone: 029-8240 3688
Hours  7:00 -- 11:00
           10:30 -- 14:30

Yue Zhen Xuan
粤珍轩

F6  256 Dongxin Jie, 
Xin Cheng Square
东新街256号新城广场 
Phone: 029-8742 2222
Hours  11:00 -- 14:00
            17:00 -- 04:00

D8  1F Hanguang Buliding,142 
Huangcheng Nan Lu
环城南路142号含光大厦1楼
Phone: 029-8841 1333
Hours  11:00 -- 14:00
            17:00 -- 04:00

G11  tianlong Vegetarian 
天龙宝严素食馆
1 Yanta West Road
雁塔西路1号
Phone: 029-8526 6880
Hours  11:00 -- 21:00

G11  Datang Vegetarian
大唐素食坊
5 Yanta 1st Road
雁塔一路5号207

F9  Xiao Yang Kao Rou
小杨烤肉
256 Jianshe Xi Lu
建设西路256号
Phone: 029-8110 1825
Hours  10:00 -- 14:00
            17:00 -- 04:00

E6  Hui Min Jie
回民街
Near Drum Tower
鼓楼旁边

Hai Di Lao
海底捞

G10  11, South of Yanta Lu
雁塔路南段11号
Phone: 029-8553 6971
Hours  10:30 -- 03:00
B9  3F, Gao Ke Buliding, 1 
Gaoxin Si Lu
高新四路1号高科广场3楼
Phone: 029-8836 1337
Hours  10:30 -- 03:00

C7  Jing Fu Hua
京福华
27 Xiguanzheng Jie
西关正街27号
Phone: 029-8862 6321
Hours  11:00 -- 22:00

H7  Wu Ming Hot-pot
吴铭火锅
88 Jianguo Lu
建国路88号
Phone: 029-8742 7379
Hours  09:30 -- 23:00

Baskin Robbins
芭斯罗缤

B9  1F Xinhui Buliding, 
25 Gaoxin Lu
高新路25号新汇大厦1楼
Phone: 029-8825 6863
Hours  09:30 -- 23:00

F7 1 Luo Ma Shi, South of Min 
Sheng Shopping Mall
骡马市1号民生百货南侧
Phone: 029-8765 6554
Hours  09:30 -- 23:00

G10  2 Yanta Lu, Northern 
Square Branch Building 
雁塔路2号大雁塔北广场西侧
Phone: 029-8740 3182
Hours  09:30 -- 23:00

HaagenDazs
哈根达斯

B10  1F Ginwa Shop-
ping Mall, 33 Keji Lu                                   
科技路33号世纪金花购物中
心1楼
Phone: 029-8832 3135
Hours  10:30 -- 23:00

E8  88 Nanguan Zheng Jie           
南关正街88号巴黎春天购物
中心1楼
Phone: 029-8765 1591
Hours  10:30 -- 23:00

G9  Dairy Queen
8 Yanta Lu,  
Wanda Shopping Mall
雁塔路8号万达广场1楼
Phone: 029-8556 0856

Lotus Supermarket
易初莲花超市
A10  3 Tang Yan Road
唐延路3号，枫叶新都市对面
Thai supermarket.

RESTAURANTS RESTAURANTS
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niSSi HOLiDAY HOtEL – When in Kunming, be our guest! We are located in the ultimately popular north area in the Fortune 
Center. All our hotel rooms are spacious suites with: living rooms; one or two bedrooms with king, queen or (2) twin beds; 
western bathrooms; refrigerator; WiFi.
Back-packer/ BUNK BED ROOMS also available. Airport pick-ups for our guests at small additional fee. 
FREE BREAKFAST at the nearby Jireh Garden Steak House 
Nissi Holiday Hotel is near the Cinema and Pizza Hut, in the Fortune Center: Beijing Lu / Beichen Lu intersection.  
www.nissisuiteshotel.com 
JIREH GARDEN STEAK HOUSE – NEW Come in for a meal, cool drink, or coffee. Try our FROSTICCINO drink! Salad Bar comes 
with any Steak Dinner - 10¥ with other entrée (5-10 PM).  Hours 6:30A-11PM.
3 minutes walk from Nissi Holiday Hotel.   www.jirehsteakhouse.com
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F12  Southeast of the Television 
Tower on Changan Street
电视塔东南角

J5  Northwest Hu Jia Miao 
intersection
胡家庙十字西北角

B9  Shiya Wine
世雅酒窖
2F,No.10,Gaoxin 1 road,Xi’an
西安市高新一路十号二层
Phone: 029-88320102
www.shiyawine.com
E9  Korean Supermarket
韩国食品超市
18 Xin Yuan Residential Area 
Tian Tan West Road
天坛西路杏园小区18号楼
Phone: 029-8533 6200  
            13379037071
Hours  08:00 -- 21:00

F12  Metro
麦德龙超市
86 Chan’ an Road, 50 meters to 
the TV Tower
长安南路86号，临近电视塔
Western Supermarket located 
next to the TV tower in the 
South of Xi’an. This is one 
of the best places in Xi’an to 
purchase imported food such as 
cheese, beer, wine, meats and 
those hard to find ingredients.

F7  Wal-Mart
沃尔玛
Luo Ma Shi Pedestrian Street
骡马市商业步行街

F7  Kai Yuan Shopping Mall
开元商城
6 East Avenue next to the Bell 
Tower
东大街解放市场6号
Phone: 029-8723 5340

F7  Min Sheng Shopping 
Mall
民生百货
Luo Ma Shi Pedestrian Street
西安骡马市步行街

F7  Zhong Da International 
Shopping Center
中大国际
30 South Street
南大街30号
Phone: 029-8720 3000
Hours  10:00 -- 22:00

Parkson Shopping Center
百盛购物中心
G7  1 Shang Jian Road Da 
Chai Shi
尚俭路1号 大差市店

E7  Shi Dai Sheng Dian Build-
ing West Avenue
时代盛典大厦, 北广济街口 西
大街店

E10  Chang’an Road Xiao Zhai 
Area, Xi’an.
长安路, 兴善寺街口 小寨店
Hours  09:30 -- 21:30

Ginwa Shopping Center
世纪金花购物中心

G9  1 Xida Jie next to the 
bell tower
西大街1号钟鼓楼广场
Phone: 029-87631708

G5  55 Keji Lu
科技路55号
Phone: 029-6296 1099
Hours  10:00 -- 22:00

Wan Da Shopping Mall
万达广场

G9  8 North of Yanta Lu
雁塔路北段8号

G5  Wulu Kou
五路口东南角

E6  Grand Ocean
大洋百货
Beida Jie
北大街

Ren He Tea Market
人和茶叶市场
101 Chang Le Zhong Road
长乐中路101号

Shaanxi Qing Gong  
Tea Market
陕西轻工茶城
Yi Wu Market, No. 188 Chang 
Le Central Road
长乐中路188号 义乌商城

E10  Bai Hui Market
百汇市场
Bai Hui Market, Chang’an 
Central Road
长安中路 百汇市场

I5  Duo Cai Wholesale 
Clothing Mall
多彩服装商城
215 Chang Le West Road
长乐西路215号

Hua Dong Wholesale Cloth-
ing Market
华东服装商城

I5  Chang Le Store:
128 Chang Le West Road
长乐西路128号
E12  Chang’an Store:
Wu Jia Fen, Chang’an  
South Road
长安南路陕西师范大学对面 
吴家坟

E9  impulse Fitness Equip-
ment
英派斯商用力量产品
14 Changan North Road Build-
ing D of Shaanxi TiJiao  Build-
ing, Xi’an.
长安北路14号省体育场南大
门东侧 省体教公寓D座1层
Phone: 029-8523 0026
Hours  09:00 -- 18:00

Five Ring Outlets
五环工厂店
B9  18 Gaoxin Lu
高新路18号

J8  South of Er Huan  Dong Lu 
东二环与咸宁西路交叉十字

Traditional Chinese  
Medicine Market
西安万寿路中药材市场
Wan Shou Road North, Xi’an.
万寿北路

Lao Bai Xing  
Medicine Store
老百姓大药房

C10  1 Keji Lu
科技路1号
Phone: 029-8822 9137
E5  Beida Jie intersection
北大街十字
Phone: 029-8721 1888

Suning Home Appliance
苏宁电器

E5  23 Lian Hu Road
莲湖路23号
Phone: 029-8731 9196
Hours  09:30 -- 19:00

E9  40 Chang’an North Road
长安北路40号
Hours  09:30 -- 19:00
Phone: 029-8524 5844

F10  126 Xiaozhai East Road 
小寨东路126号
Hours  09:30 -- 19:00
Phone: 029-8733 9888

Guo Mei  Appliance
国美电器

E5  113, Beida Jie
北大街113号
Phone: 029-8721 9521
Hours  09:30 -- 20:30

B10  1 Keji Lu
科技路1号
Phone: 029-8856 9620
Hours  09:00 -- 21:30

H1  Da Ming Gong  
Furniture Center
大明宫建材家具城
180 Tai Hua Bei Road
太华北路180号
Phone: 029-8811 6666
Hours  09:30 -- 18:00

San Sen International Furni-
ture Center
三森国际家居汇展中心
18 Chang’an Nan Road,  
YanTa District
长安南路18号
Phone: 029-85337891
Hours  09:00 -- 18:30

Armrit International  
Furniture Center
阿姆瑞特国际家具中心
South side of the Zi  Wei  Tian  

Yuan  Residential Area
紫薇田园都市南侧
Phone: 029-8569 1236
Hours  09:40 -- 17:30

C9  Macalline
红星美凯龙
1 Taibai North Road,  
Bei Lin District
碑林区太白北路1号
Phone: 029-6262 6666
Hours  09:30 -- 18:30

I6  Ba Xian An Antique 
Market
八仙庵古玩市场
Ba Xian An, An Ren Fang, Bei 
Lin District
新城区安仁坊八仙庵

F8  Shu Yuan Gate
书院门
Shu Yuan Gate,  
南门里书院门

E8  Xi’an Antique City
西安古玩市场
2 Central Section of  
Zhu Que Avenue
朱雀大街2号

G11  Sheng Tang Pottery 
Store
盛唐工艺坊
41 Da Tang Shopping Street, 
Yanta West Road
雁塔西路大唐通易坊41号
Phone: 029-8525 6318
Hours  09:00 -- 22:30

E6  Bei Yuan Gate
北院门
Bei Yuan Gate,  
Lian Hu District
莲湖区北院门

E6  Muslim Street
回民街
Hui Min Street,  
Drum Tower Square
鼓楼广场回民街

F7  Belltower Bookstore
钟楼新华书店
337 East avenue
东大街377号
Phone: 029-8721 6194

F10  Wang Bang Book City
万邦图书城

126 Xiao Zhai East Road
小寨东路126号百隆广场一层
Phone: 029-8793 7360

F11  Zhong Shan Book Mall
中山书城
158 Yan Ta Road, Xi’an.
雁塔西路158号
Phone: 029-8523 5456

E9  Yanta Flower Market
小雁塔苗圃市场
Zhu Que Avenue
朱雀大街，西安体育学院后
门对面

B9  Megafit Fitness Center
美格菲
3 Gao Xin Lu
高新路3号
Phone: 029-8823 6688
Providing top quality equip-
ment, with international stand-
ards of management

E7  Megafit Fitness Center
80 South Jie, Xi’an
南大街 80号
Phone: 029-8727 6688

E8  Swisstouches
瑞斯丽酒店
22 Feng Hui South Road, GaoXin 
District, Xian.
西安高新区沣惠南路22号
Phone: (86 29) 6858 8888 
ext. 6128 
www.swisstouchesxian.com

F6  Sofitel Xi’an
319 Dongxin Street
西安索菲特人民大厦东楼一、
二层
Phone: 029-8792 8888
The Touch Spa provides sophis-
ticated services for high-end 
customers
Grand Park Xian Hotel

E8  Grand Park Xian Hotel
西安城堡酒店
12 Xi Duan Huan Cheng Nan Lu
皇城南路西段12号
An elegant atmosphere, ad-
vanced facilities service, we are 
the ideal choice 
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WE SELL, the best selections of 
International teas, Tea blends, Tea 
Sets and excellent coffee and Bel-
gian drinking chocolate and more 
western like drinks.The first and 
only tea house in Xian offer the 

most choices of Western tea and 
hold the best tea parties in town.

Address:
No. 39 De Fu Xiang (Bar Street), 

Central of Xian
Phone: 8728 3630

Readers Meetings:

Mar 17th and 31th

Get all the details on our site:
www.xianease.com/books

and experience.  
www.xianease.com/photogra-
phy/

C10 Unique Performance 
training Center
西安卓越教育培训中心
The best language training 
center in town. We specialise 
in the teaching of Chinese, 
Korean, Japanese & English.
Email: services@xianki.com
www.up-xian.com 
Phone: 029-8821 9696

F12 Global Village Chinese 
School
新地球村汉语(HSK)学校
Professional Mandarin Institute
-Since 2006.Courses offered:
Spoken Chinese,HSK Prep.,
Business Chinese, Colloquial 
Chinese,
and private tutoring.
Add: #17 Shida Rd.,Yanta Area
(between Normal University 
& Int. Studies University)
Tel: 029-8523 2500/8530 7474
E-mail: xachinese@gmail.com
www.xachinese.com

Faithful Language School
A place where your language 
dreams come true

We offer you: Professional 
teachers who suit your learn-
ing style; Effective teaching 
methods that are customized to 
your needs. A relaxed learning 
atmosphere and flexible study 
times; Understanding Chinese 
Culture through diverse activi-
ties; Year round language stu-
dent visas and enrolment; and 
Continued Helpfulness that will 
make your daily life simpler
Located Near the TV Tower
Phone: 029 – 85320253
www.faithchina.com 

R.ise Immersion Subject 
English
瑞思学科英语
Tel:029-88660808 
Address: 10th Floor Ling Xiu 
City,38 Chang An middle Road
R.ise Immersion Subject Eng-
lish is aimed for children aged 
from 3-12. With white board 
interactive teaching method and 
American public school soft-
ware students can learn different 
subjects such as Language, 
Math and Science. Located near 
Xiao Zhai.
Website:  http://riseedu.net/
center/xa02
Email: chrisjay@163.com

International House, Xi’an
西安英特思语言学校
International House Xi’an was 
created particularly for foreign-
ers, who want to learn Chinese, 
where it is spoken first hand.
3 Rongxin Lu
Email: info@ihxian.com
Phone: 029-8824 3428
www.ihxian.com    

Chinese training Center – 
Xi’an International School
We specialize in teaching both 
the language and its culture in 
a one-on-one setting. Courses 
offered include both basic and 
specializes focuses. We have 
a relaxing environment and 
personalized learning plans to 
fit every students needs and 
abilities. Contact us for more 
information and to start learning 
today.
Address: #5 Zi Wu Da Dao, Yan 
Ta Qu
Tel: 029-8533-5014
Email: reception@xianinterna-
tionalschool.com

Xi’an International School
西安国际学校
#5 Zi Wu Da Dao, Yan Ta Qu
雁塔区子午大道5号
Phone: 029-8533 5014

Xi’an Hi-Tech  
International School
西安高新国际学校
XHIS International School is 
Managed by EtonHouse Inter-
national Schools. 
Xiwan road ,Yanta district
紫薇田园都市
Email:  alasdair.maclean@
etonhouse-xian.com
www.etonhouse-xian.com

A10  Xi’an Gaoxin Hospital
西安高新医院
16 Tuanjie Nanlu,  
Hi-Tech Zone
高新区团结南路16号
Phone: 029-8833 0116
www.gxyy.net

E6  Shaanxi Traditional 
Chinese Medicine Hospital
陕西中医医院
2 Xi Hua Men, North Street
Phone: 029-881 2800

B10  tianYou 
Children’ Hospital
西安天佑医院
9 Keji Lu
科技路9号
Phone: 029-8846 8888

F11  MiMi Laser Hair 
treatment
咪咪专业永久退毛中心
Room 2209,Yang Ming Guo 
Ji,#89,Chang An Zhong Lu.
西安市长安中路89号阳明国
际2209室
Phone: 400-1199-466
            13669227837
www.mimituomao.com

I4  Qin Du Dentistry
秦都医院

English speaking dentists.
#7 Kang Fu Road
康复路7号

I5  Si Yi da
第四军医大学口腔医院
169, Changle Xi Lu
长乐西路169号
Phone: 029-8477 4114

J8  English Speaking Dentist
英文牙科
Overseas-experienced dentist. 
Xi’an Jiaotong University, 
Jiaoda Shangcheng Jie
西安交通大学交大商场街
Phone: 13319299518

F10  Big Feet Ancestor
大足神农
#109, Xi mu tou shi.
碑林区西木头市109号
Phone: 029-8728 0068

A9  Liangzi Foot Massage
良子健身
4F,A Building, chuang ye 
square, keji road, Gaoxin
高新区科技路创业广场A座
4楼
Phone: 029-8725 0000
Hours: 11:00am – 1:30am

A9 Ri Yue tan
日月潭足道
Address: 3F, Meigui 
building,#25,keji road
高新区科技路25号玫瑰大楼3
楼(近葡国餐厅)
Phone: 029-8833 8586
Hours: 11:00am – 3:00am

E8 Jing ya xuan
静雅轩足浴保健
#18,xiang zi miao jie, West side 
of south gate
碑林区南门里湘子庙街18号
Phone: 029-872 65200 
Hours: 11:00am – 2:00am

B7  Sheraton Xian Hotel
262 Feng Hao East Rd
沣镐东路 262 号
Phone: 029-8426 1888
A comprehensive Health and 
Fitness Centre 

B10  Shangri-La Hotel, Xian
38B Keji Road
高新区科技路38号
Phone:029-8875 8888
Luxurious spa treatments and a 
fully equipped health club 

Kempinski Hotel Xi’an
西安凯宾斯基酒店
6 West Section, Euro-Asia 
Avenue, Chanba Ecological 
District
中国西安浐灞生态区欧亚大道
西段6号 
Phone: 029- 8355 0000

Citadines
西安馨乐庭服务公寓

E7  Citadines Central Xi’an
西安馨乐庭城中服务公寓
No.36 Zhubashi, Beilin District, 
Xi’an,China
西安市碑林区竹笆市36号   
Phone: 029-8576 1188

A9  Citadines Gaoxin Xi’an
西安馨乐庭高新服务公寓  
No.13 Gaoxin Si Road, Hi-Tech 
Zone, Xi’an , China
西安市高新区高新四路13号  
Phone: 029-8843 7888

J8  Citadines Xingqing Palace 
Xi’an
西安馨乐庭兴庆宫服务公寓
No.159 Xingqing Road, Beilin 
District, Xi’an,China
西安市碑林区兴庆路159号  
Phone: 029-8338 0588

E9  Real Love Spa
真爱年华洗浴广场
38, middle of Zhuque Street.

朱雀大街中段38号
Phone: 029-8840 1234

F8  Caesar Palace 
凯撒宫
188  North of Wenyi Road
文艺北路188号
Phone: 029-8780 7888
A9  Victoria Spa 
维多利亚浴场
210 West Taoyuan, West of 2rd 
South Ring
南二环西段西桃园210号
Phone: 029-8428 8888

E7  Qing Jian Bathing Place
清见御所
Northeast Corner of Wuwei 
Cross, #53 Nanyuan Gate
南院门53号五味十字东北角
Phone: 029-8725 3333

Xi’an Hash House Harriers
A drinking club with a running 
problem. Whether you’re a 
Hash Veteran or Virgin you are 
welcome to join...If you speak 
English or not you are welcome 
to join...If you like to run or 
like to drink you are welcome 
to join... 
www.xianease.com/Hash_
House_Harriers/

Xi’an Book Club
Look for us at various location 
around the city for general talk, 
catch-up, and sometimes it’s 
about books , in general a great 
way to grab a cup of coffee (or 
tea!), sit around and talk to like 
minded people.

Xi’an International 
Business Forum
The Xi’an Foreign Business Fo-
rum is a non-profit organisation.  
The Forum exists as a stage 
for bringing the Xi’an foreign 
business community together 
socially, providing a support 
mechanism to its members and 
as a vehicle to be able to voice 
opinions and plans to local 
government.
www.xianfbf.com/

the Yellow River  
Soup Kitchen
The Yellow River Soup 
Kitchen is a not for profit NGO, 
registered in the UK. A secular 
organisation that is open to 
everybody, it is wholly run by 
volunteers for volunteers and 
as such has no overheads of 
any description.  To learn more 
about The Yellow River Soup 
Kitchen, please check out their 
web site at: 
www.yellowrivercharity.com

Japanese Society
The Japanese Society has been 
in Xi’an for a number of years, 
meeting once a month at various 
locations around the city it’s 
open to all Japanese and Japa-
nese speakers living, visiting, 
and working in Xi’an. 
www.xian-jpn.com/

Korean Free Paper
The Korean Free Paper is the 
link to the Korean population in 
Xi’an. The random get together 
and other news can all be found 
in their online paper. www.
xasilkroad.com

the Wine Club at Cafe Ren
A place brimming with the rich 
aroma of coffee, a wide variety 
of Chinese tea, delectable cakes 
and chocolates plus a selections 
of good wine and champagne. 
Where sophistication knows no 
boundaries.
www.xianease.com/restaurants/
cafe_ren.html

Xi’an Photo and Video Club
An informal group that is 
concerned with capturing our 
experiences and making a 
thousand words fit into just one 
image. Open to all skill levels 

HEALTH & LEISURE EDUCATION & MEDICAL

Hash House Harriers

Next Run: 

Get all the details on our site:
www.xianease.com/Hash_
House_Harriers

March 17th
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http://www.xian-jpn.com/
index.htm

日本人会の行事、会合等のお知らせ、
西安での生活情報を提供しています。

みなさまの交流の場
となれるよう内容充実に
努めていきたいと思います。

ホームページへようこそ！
西安日本人会の

한국어 무료 용지

한국의 무료 신문이 없습
니다 서안 주위를 여러 위
치에서 또는 인터넷에서 
볼 수 있습니다 :

http://www.xasilkroad.com

Deutschsprachige
Stammtisch

mehr Infos zu unserem 
nächsten Treffen und unserem 

e-Mail-Verteiler unter:

http://www.welcome2china.de/
stammtisch.html

Add YOUR 

to this list!
Xianease is always looking for 
clubs and groups in Xi’an. We 
will announce your activities, 
help you wish membership, 
and even make a webpage 

for you!

club/group

groups@xianease.com 
Contact:

for more information

To find out more, contact service@up-xian.com

Whole New Experience Of 
Learning Chinese!

Intensive Chinese Course
Immersion Chinese Course

Chinese Crash Course
Part Time Chinese Course

HSK Pre Course
Business Chinese Course

Private Tutoring

LocaL 
cLubs
and
groups 
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Flights
Xi’an Airport now has direct international flights to Singa-
pore, Nagoya and Seoul, with connecting flights to Paris, 
Frankfurt, Los Angeles, Delhi, Bangkok, Tokyo, Nagoya 
and Singapore via Shanghai (Pudong). 

train no. From Dep. time to Arr. time

T8 Xian 00:34 Beijing West 13:28

T70 Xian 01:08 Beijing West 14:36

T76 Xian 03:34 Beijing West 15:49

T42 Xian 18:42 Beijing West 06:22

Z20 Xian 20:16 Beijing West 07:17

T45/T44 Xian 20:34 Beijing West 07:40

T232 Xian 20:40 Beijing West 09:06

T56 Xian 21:22 Beijing West 09:59

T152 Xian 23:12 Beijing West 11:34

train no. From Dep. time to Arr. time

K290/K291 Xian 04:01 Chengdu 19:23

T7 Xian 05:17 Chengdu 17:58

K245/K248 Xian 06:25 Chengdu 22:10

K5 Xian 13:20 Chengdu 05:25

K696/K697 Xian 13:32 Chengdu 06:03

K676/K677 Xian 14:06 Chengdu 07:28

K879 Xian 17:30 Chengdu 11:03

K388/K385 Xian 20:05 Chengdu 11:52

K869 Xian 20:57 Chengdu 12:58

train no. From Dep. time to Arr. time

K292/K289 Xian 09:51 Shanghai 05:08

K378/K375 Xian 10:54 Shanghai 05:38

K359/K362 Xian 11:05 Shanghai 05:58

K698/K695 Xian 11:19 Shanghai 09:14

Z94/Z91 Xian 17:00 Shanghai 06:42

K559/K558 Xian 17:24 Shanghai 15:49

T140/T137 Xian 19:50 Shanghai 12:02

T166/T163 Xian 21:02 Shanghai 11:15

T118/T115 Xian 21:09 Shanghai 13:40

Xi’an to Beijing

Xi’an to Chengdu

Xi’an to Shanghai

Xi’an Train schedule

XI’AN TRAIN TIMETABLE

Get more Chuck Norris facts at  
www.chucknorrisfacts.com … if you dare…

Chuck Norris gives the doctor a sucker after 
his visits

Chuck Norris can judge a book by its cover

Rambo may be able to rip out your jugular, but 
Chuck Norris can rip out your neck

Some people can drive with no hands, Chuck 
Norris can drive without being in the vehicle

Time waits for no man, unless that man is 
Chuck Norris

Chuck Norris has a dislike button on his Face-
book account

Chuck Norris NEVER has room for Jell-O. Jell-O 
is for sissies

Chuck Norris is the only man that knows how 
to delete the Recycle Bin

Chuck Norris makes Santa sit in his lap

Leading hand sanitizers claim they can kill 
99.9% of germs. Chuck Norris can kill 100% of 
whatever the hell he wants

Chuck Norris likes pie, deal with it

Chuck Norris knows the square root of -2

When Alexander Bell invented the telephone 

he had 3 missed calls from Chuck Norris

Chuck Norris does not hunt because the word 
hunting infers the probability of failure. Chuck 
Norris goes killing

There is no chin behind Chuck Norris’ beard. 
There is only another fist

Chuck Norris’ iPod came with a real charger 
instead of just a USB cord

Chuck Norris once broke the land speed 
record on a bicycle that was missing its chain 
and the back tire

Chuck Norris drinks napalm to quell his heart-
burn

Chuck Norris doesn’t believe in Germany

Chuck Norris has never blinked in his entire 
life. Never. 

Chuck Norris owns the greatest poker face 
of all-time. It helped him win the 1983 world 
series of poker despite him holding just a 
joker, a 2 of clubs, a 7 of spades, and a green 
number 4 from Uno and a monopoly ‘get out 
of jail free’ card

Chuck Norris invented water
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Instructions, Tips, Answers, Reprints & More Sudoku Puzzles Online! 

PrintFreeSudokuPuzzles.com
Puzzle Set #D7658   Level: Difficult 

  5  9    8
4  7   2  5  
 3       4
 1  4      

5  6  3  4   
2   6    7  
   5  7  4  
 9        
    2  1  3

A

  5 3 2     
 2  8  1    

6    9     
  9     5  
 5     7  6

3       9 4
2    1 7 4   
   4     7
  1   5 3 6  

B

Instructions, Tips, Answers, Reprints & More Sudoku Puzzles Online! 

PrintFreeSudokuPuzzles.com
Puzzle Set #D7658   Level: Difficult 

  5  9    8
4  7   2  5  
 3       4
 1  4      

5  6  3  4   
2   6    7  
   5  7  4  
 9        
    2  1  3

A

  5 3 2     
 2  8  1    

6    9     
  9     5  
 5     7  6

3       9 4
2    1 7 4   
   4     7
  1   5 3 6  

B

Sudoku

FUN TIME WITH XIANEASE

Answers 
from last 
month’s 
crossword.
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