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Letter from the Editor:

Got something to say? 
Drop us a line at 

editorial@xianease.com

Also, feel free to visit our 
Facebook or webpage.

Your comments and letters are welcome.

xianease

www.xianease.com    
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All,

I am always surprised when people write to me about this little letter from the 
editor...besides my Mother I really didn’t think anyone read this part of the maga-
zine...in fact I’ve been half tempted to write an entire entry using Google translate 
from English to Swahili back to English just to see if it would make sense and if 
anyone would comment (besides my Mom), but this last month it all changed. I 
received quite a few comments about my blathering last month both good (thanks 
guys!) and bad (come on Mom stop trolling me at work!) and it has prompted me 
to take my little letter here a bit more to heart.

As the weather warms up (finally) and most folks will start heading outdoors 
meaning that it’s inevitable that public spaces will become crowded. Outdoor ca-
fes will fill to bursting, patio bars will spill out onto the street, and walking lanes 
and parks will become positively smashed with humanity. Everyone will be out 
to soak up those precious first rays of warm sunshine and pleasant breeze. Soon 
enough the sunshine will become scorching and the breeze as if from an oven but 
for the time being outside is the best place to be if not a bit crowded.

This annual Xi’an migration from dark corner booth to bright roadside table hap-
pens every May. It’s almost as if an entire new city is laid out before our eyes. The 
winter haunts give way to the summer selections and the Xi’an outdoor lifestyle 
begins. There is no denying a sense of impermanence when it comes to Xi’an - 
which is quite a juxtaposition for a city over 3000 years old. I’m not talking about 
the city walls concrete fixtures of our metropolis, I mean more the soft goods the 
impermanence of life of the people here and the lifestyles we live.

There is something both exciting and disconcerting about this transient atmos-
phere. The changes keep things new-ish and fresh-ish (though that is really up to 
the individual) in places to go and things to do. It also lends itself to breaking up 
the thread of life in Xi’an - all of us know people who will leave around June and we 
will all meet new people arriving in September, the rhythm here isn’t like any other 
place, it shakes us apart and brings us together in almost a set pattern.

I live my life by patterns and schedules and so far I’ve been through seven of 
these Xi’an migrations and each one is bitter-sweet but it won’t stop me from 
heading outside grabbing a cup of coffee and meeting new people. Don’t get 
washed away in the routine of Xi’an instead let it wash over you and bring new 
experiences.

Sincerely,
Patrick Antony
Editor-in-Chief

Xianease Team
Pub Quiz 
April was a full house with more teams than 
one could shake a stick at (there was no 
room for stick shaking). It was also the owner 
of the Belgian Bar’s birthday so each table 
was given a free three liters of beer making 
this one of the noisiest and sloppiest trivia 
nights we’ve had...but the surprises didn’t 
stop there...a NEW team Scones, Pots and 
Other Sundry Items took the win and fi-
nally broke the winning streak of...that other 
team we don’t even remember the name 
of AMAZING! Think you can take it from the 
new guys?Come on down and give it a try!

Date:  May 15th  
Time: 9:30pm
Place: The Belgian Bar 
南门顺城南路中段69号
#69 shun cheng nan lu
Put your thinking caps on and come on 
down for some great food and tricky trivia!
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Xi’an Strawberry
Music Festival 2013
西安草莓音乐节
Time: 10:30am-9:00pm
Location: 
Daming Palace Park ,Wei Yang District, Xi’an.
西安未央区大明宫遗址公园 
Tel: 400-610-3721     029-8538 1912

Concert
瑞典独立后摇乐队
Immanu El 中国巡演
Time: 8:30pm-10:30pm
Location: Aperture Club
yin ma chi, ju hua yuan, dong da jie.
东大街菊花园饮马池光圈CLUB
TEL: 13891929377 13572124398
Tickets: 60-80 RMB 

Concert
意大利电子摇滚乐团
Serpenti 中国巡演
Time: 8:30pm-10:30pm
Location: Aperture Club
yin ma chi, ju hua yuan, dong da jie.
东大街菊花园饮马池光圈CLUB
TEL: 13891929377 13572124398
Tickets: 40 RMB 

June 1-2

Concert
I Musici ”The Four Seasons” 
意大利音乐家合奏团
《四季》音乐会
Time: 7:30pm
Location: Xi’an Concert Hall 
曲江新区雁南一路 
Tel: 400-611-9169

May 24May 9

Concert
永远的马勒
——大地之歌交响音乐会 
Time: 7:30pm
Location: Xi’an Concert Hall 
曲江新区雁南一路 
Tel: 400-611-9169

May 11

May 16

xi’an Calendar - May 2013

Concert
Skip Skip Ben Ben
“山丘之祭”新专辑全国巡演 
Time: 8:30pm-10:30pm
Location: Aperture Club
yin ma chi, ju hua yuan, dong da jie.
东大街菊花园饮马池光圈CLUB
TEL: 13891929377 13572124398
Tickets: 40-50 RMB 

May 18
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xi’an Calendar - May 2013

Toastmasters
Date: May 12      Time: 2:30pm
Location: SIT on Shida  

Date: May 26      Time: 2:30pm
Location: In Sofitel Habana Bar (索菲特) 东新街319号  
Get all the information at:  www.xatmc.org

May 12, 26 Monday

Wine Club
Theme: BBQ Party
Time: 5:00pm
Location: 
汉城湖公园未央大道入口，湖光悦色户外酒吧
hu guang yue se Bar, Han Cheng Lake.

May 25 Saturday

May 19 Sunday

Xi’an Book Club
Readers Meeting
Location:  
Foreign language section on the 3F of the provincial 
library, - 陕西省图书馆三楼 外文图书室
Theme: 
Discussion of Poems by Emily Dickenson and W.B. Yeats
Time: 2:00pm – 5:00pm
Get all the information at: www.xianease.com/books

 Xianease and SIT Movie Night
May:  Rain Man (1988)       Date: May 13th 
Charles Sanford “Charlie” Babbit is 
a self-centered Los Angeles-based 
automobile dealer/hustler/bookie, 
Charlie’s brother Raymond is an 
autistic savant who lives in a world of 
his own. Charlie kidnaps Raymond and 
decides to take him on a trip of a life 
trip time to the west coast to get their 
three million dollar inheritance.
Movie Start: 7:30pm
Place: Sculpting in Time Café Shi da Road
No 41,ShiDa Rd, YanTa District 
-西安师大店, 西安市雁塔区师大路41号2楼

Ladies Lunch
Time: 12:30pm
At the Hilton hotel for their new Chinese noodles 
experience. 
Get all the information at:  www.xianease.com/woman

Belgian Bar and Xianease 
Monthly Pub Quiz
Beer, and Trivia 
What more could you ask for?

Time: 9:30pm
Location: Belgian Bar

May 15 Wednesday
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“Fancy a roof top dinner?” I was 
asked. “Dinner on a roof top?” I 

replied, “I’m in”, and with that me 
and the missus were in a taxi headed 
for the Sheraton North City Hotel for, 
what they describe as, “The Highest 
BBQ in Town”. Situated in the north of 
the city and just next to the Long Shou 
Yuan subway stop the Sheraton has 
only just started its Friday night roof 
top BBQs. It offers fantastic views of 
the whole of Xian whilst you are tuck-
ing in to the northern Shaanxi BBQ cui-
sine and other international char grills 
buffets. There is free flow beer and 
they have more than Qingdao, there 
are beers from all over the world wait-
ing to be guzzled. They have a regular 
live performance, lucky draws and fun 
packed games for all of the family.

As we got to the top floor it was great 
to see Xian by night, the beautiful 
lights setting off the Bell tower. There 
was definitely a party feeling going on 
with all of the staff in a happy and vi-
brant mood. As soon as we arrived a 
cold Asahi was placed in my hand by 
one of the happy staff. We managed to 
find our friends and got straight into 
the entree buffet. They have a great 
selection of entrees, including garlic 
bread, salad and cold cuts but sadly no 
soup. I think I over filled my plate as 
bits were dropping off as I got to the 
table, much to the disappointing looks 
of my wife.  After drinking a few more 
beers and enjoying the live entertain-
ment, I actually thought they were 
playing a CD as the singer was so good, 
I decided to have a look at the meats. 
As with most things I got a little bit dis-

tracted by a massage that was going 
on so I decided to investigate further. It 
turns out that there are free back mas-
sages until 21:30 as well; say no more I 
was straight into that for 15 minutes of 
bliss. As I came around all I could smell 
was the aroma coming from the meat 
so with wild animal eyes I steamed into 
the meat buffet. They had tenderloin, 
pork, chicken, sausages, squid and lots 
of vegetables all grilled to perfection. 
As I took it back the look on my wife’s 
face was “you aren’t going to eat all of 
that”, but I showed her! 

After demolishing that plate they 
started to play the games, one is a 
drinking competition which I managed 
to get out of and the second one is an 
eating competition that time I decided 
to have a try considering I love eat-
ing! With the drinking competition the 
person who drinks a beer in the fastest 
amount of time wins, the eating one 
has to eat a hot dog in the fastest time. 
The winner gets a certificate and the 
opportunity to come back at the end 
of the month meal paid for the grand 
finale. Needless to say with a belly full 
of meat I ranked about 2nd but put in 
a good show all the same! I managed 
to wash it all down with more cold 
beer, no losers in my book.

All in all it was a very fun night out with 
friends and we’ll be back again, if only 
to win that eating competition!!

Pros: Great fun atmosphere, as 
much as you can drink international 
beers, char grilled meat.

Cons: get the food when it was just 
been made as it can be a little dry once 
it has been sitting for a while.

Restaurant Reviews
Reviews

Re
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ew
s

夏日渐近，这样的夜晚，还有什么
比跟好友们来一场热闹酣畅的激情派对
更令人兴奋？四月至八月，一场完美的
夏日狂欢派对即将在西安赛瑞喜来登大
酒店盛大起航。酒店拥有全城最高的户
外云顶花园，最广阔的视野可以让您一
览西安全景；身处云顶花园可以体验置
身云端的感觉。

四月至八月西安赛瑞喜来登大酒
店在炎炎夏日为您精心打造了一场饕餮
盛宴，汇聚世界各地的烧烤美食，融合
本地风味，让热爱美食的你们舌尖转不
停，18种精选进口啤酒，让您清凉玩转
一整个夏天。酒店邀请了来自菲律宾的
知名乐队，让您不出国门也能感受异国
风情。妙趣横生的游戏，还有幸运大抽
奖等你来拿，让您激情不断，畅“五”
一夏。赶紧向好友发出邀请，一起来享
受夏夜吧！

Lee Bunting is from the UK and has been living in SEA for the past 9 years but is relatively new to China, having been in Xi’an 
for a year. Currently he is working on a project sending students to study in Australia.  leebunting@hotmail.co.uk

Average Price 
per person /
人均消费: 

Address /地址:
#32, wei yang lu, wei yang district.
(未央区未央路32号)

Tel /电话:  029-  8886 6888-8751  

Hours /时间:     
(Every Friday) 6:30pm - 9:30pm

198 NET

Meat me on the roof top Article By Lee Bunting

Roof top BBQ @ SheRaton noRth
喜来登云顶花园烧烤派对
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GU Shi ji 古時記 Article By Jimmy Unitas and Giselle Akal

Jimmy and I had the privilege of 
dining at a hip new restaurant on 

Xia Ma Ling, called Gu Shi Ji, which 
the owner and concept designer, “Da 
Xiang” translated as the smooth tran-
sition from Past to Present to Future. 
Within the chachki-adorned walls of 
Gu Shi Li lay an abundance of story-
telling riches. From the handmade 
tables to the carefully-selected accent 
pieces, and even more importantly, 
the three unobstructed doorways 
through which patrons are invited to 
pass and leave their past behind, live 
for a moment in the Present, and forge 
ahead towards their unknown future, 
the folks at Gu Shi Ji really invite you 
to take a look around and talk about 
what you see. 

From the cool-looking puzzle piece 
menu, our hostess selected five mouth-
watering dishes: 港氏手巧虾 gang shi 
shou qiao xia (a Hong Kong-style 
shrimp dish), 西式牛仔骨 xi shi niu zai 
gu (braised beef short ribs), 杏鲍菇蜜
豆 qing bao gu mi dou (an all veggie 
-mushrooms, peppers and snow peas- 
dish),  象式藕丁 xiang shi ou din (a dish 
of pickled lotus root that Da Xiang 
swears is a secret family recipe carried 
all the way from Hunan) and 五谷杂粮
炖猪蹄汤 wu gu za liang dun zhu ti tang 
(pig’s feet soup).

Pros: The atmosphere in Gu Shi Ji 

is set by the green and brown Earth-
tones that envelop you. A great place 
for a first date or an intimate dinner 
with friends. I highly recommend that 
you order the 港氏手巧虾 gang shi shou 
qiao xia, and the 杏鲍菇蜜豆 qing bao 
gu mi dou because they taste like Chi-
nese food back home a.k.a. Cantonese 
food, and that’s something that I’ve 
really been missing living in Xi’an (i.e. 
food with taste/flavour/not hua jiao 
mouth-numbing peppers). And after 
dinner you can head over to any one 
of the cafes that are within walking 
distance of Gu Shi Ji. There’s The Wee-
bler Cafe, EM7 and The Slow Life Cafe.

Cons: The entire menu is totally in 
Chinese and it doesn’t have any of 
those handy-dandy, not always true-
to-life pictures of food that I’ve come 
to rely so heavily upon. Plus, none of 
the staff speak English, so you’ll need 
to bring a Chinese friend with you to 
help you order.You can repay your 
friend/girlfriend/boyfriend by treat-
ing them to a bottle of 耍酒 shua jiu, a 
sticky-sweet Sichuan baijiu.

Overall, I feel that Xia Ma Ling is an 
up-and-coming hang-out street. So, 
the next time you pass through Wen 
Chang Men instead of turning left to-
wards the bars, turn right towards the 
flavoursome food and cozy cafes.

Average Price 
per person /
人均消费:      

Address /地址:
#6, xia ma ling, shun cheng xiang, 
wen chang men li xiang dong.
(文昌门里向东 顺城巷 下马陵6号)

Tel /电话:  029- 8751 1815   

Hours /时间:  10:00am - 00:00am

Jimmy and Giselle came to Xi’an in January 2011 from New York City, where they studied Writing and English respectively at 
City University of New York.They can be reached by email at  jamesunitas@msn.com

60 RMB

古時計KUFUSIKEE位于碑林区文
昌门里向东顺城巷下马陵6号。古時計
分为三个空间：古为过去，時为现在，
計是計划的計即就是未来。古時計是以
视觉艺术为主，餐饮为媒介的新浪潮设
计师集成店。古時計是一家新型的概念
店，为顾客做设计，举办一些小众画家
和古时计自己的一些画展，买一些原创
的作品等。食物也是古時計不可缺少的
部分，主要以粤菜为主，川湘为辅。

推荐菜：
古時計手巧虾（推手）
（入口即化，略带蒜蓉的香味，耐人寻味）

杏鲍菇蜜豆（秘密）
（清爽可口，晶莹剔透）

藕断丝连（玩偶）
（香甜，拉近人物关系）
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Reviews

Bar Reviews Articles By Lawrence Smyth

Average Price Per Drink /人均消费:      50 RMB
Address /地址:
2F, duo mu jin shi dai guang chang , nan da jie, bei lin district.  
(碑林区南大街多木金时代广场2楼)

Tel /电话:  029- 8501 0003
Hours /时间::  8:00pm – 3:00am

On Fenxiang Lu (粉巷), near to Fantasy on Xi Da Jie, lies 
the “3 Carats Bar” (三克拉酒吧).  3 Carats has remained 

relatively under the radar by foreign eyes, but more re-
cently, it has been making a much bigger name for itself.  
The bar has been throwing themed parties lasting up to a 
week a long, boasting free alcohol, live music and pulling in 
gradually growing foreign crowds.  The bar itself is reason-
ably sized, with spacious seating areas and a dance floor 
that never fails to pull in a crowd.

I stumbled across the 3 Carats one evening, bored of the 
regular hangouts and drinking holes.  I’m always on the 

search for a better place to let off some steam, have a drink, 
or two, or three, whatever.  As luck would have it, the bar 
was throwing a weeklong “St. Patrick’s” party!  Fittingly for 
St. Patrick’s the drink prices had been slashed.  For example, 
various spirits and mixers were half price, not to mention 
that many beers were also half price (some as cheap as 10 
kuai a bottle).  Even better, the bar had prepared it’s own 
“St. Patrick’s cocktail”.  The cocktail was a juicy mix of vodka, 
lime, orange and apple chunks.  It was tantalisingly good.  
Oh, and it was free for the entire week!  The bar was deco-
rated according to its Irish theme, with clovers filling every 
nook and cranny.  There was also face painting on offer … 
although as the night went on this swiftly turned into body 
painting.

As it stands, the best things about this bar right now are 
these regular parties, with slashed prices and, of course, 
the free alcohol.  Their live music – a Latin American band 
able to sing a large variety of genres – and their resident 
DJ are also fully capable of getting an entire crowd up and 
moving.  The 3 Carats Bar is located just a small distance 
away from the dominance of the other bars at Nan Men (
南门), meaning that until now, it hasn’t been able to pull in 
a regular foreign crowd.  Their dance floor is small, which 
means that you are always afforded an intimate relation-
ship with the band or the DJ, but you have to be willing 
to cosy up to those around.  Lets be honest though, being 
closer to another person on the dance floor isn’t always the 
worst thing in the world!

The 3 Carats bar is definitely making a name for itself right 
now and should not be easily swept aside.  With these par-
ties becoming regular events, this is a bar that is well worth 
keeping your eyes peeled to, no matter what day of the 
week it is!

The 3 CaraTs Bar  3克拉

Re
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Reviews

Articles By Johnson Jiang

姜超来自于甘肃兰州，4年前来到西安上学，现就职于比利时督威贸易有限公司，并在努力让更多的比利时啤酒进入西安。
你可以在这联系到他 nightlife@xianease.com

Johnson Jiang is from Lanzhou, Gansu province. He’s been in Xi’an for 4 years studying and working for Duvel Moortgat 
putting tasty Belgian beer in as many bars as will take them. You can contact him at  nightlife@xianease.com

Average Price Per Drink /人均消费:      50 RMB
Address /地址:
Inside Small South Gate (the gate just after Jiu Tre Gate), 
inside the city wall.  (小南门里向东50米)
Tel /电话:  029- 8761 2806
Hours /时间::  8:00pm(2:00pm) – 2:00am

Lounge Bar  
兰枝酒吧

Every time I walk along the city wall, those amazing bricks 
remind me ancient Xi’an. Soldiers armed with swords 

and bow and arrows standing guard on the wall defending 
their homes and the people they love. Even now standing 
inside the wall feels completely different than standing out-
side.

    The Xi’an city wall is about a 14km long and if you walk 
along it and look down inside you get a glimpse of a mil-
lion different lives being lived all different yet all similar. 
Laughter, tears, friends and fighting it’s all there and it’s 
that glimpse that makes city wall life one of the most amaz-
ing and unique things in Xi’an. The wall walk is also a great 
way to find new places to hang out and that’s exactly how I 
found Lounge Bar. 

Just inside the Small South Gate (Xiao Nan Men), turn right 
about 50m, they just opened and it seems like a the perfect 
place for you to watch and enjoy city wall life. The main 
door of the bar is on the second floor but before you step 
up the stairs you’ll notice the two story windows letting in 
light and peace they really give a great impression and is 
what first attracted me to the spot.

The first floor of this place is a normal bar, a not very large 
they are a few couches and a big TV - it’s a place to watch 
sports with friends, and while it’s not bad that is not what 
drew me here nor what keeps me coming back. The second 
floor is great but not that big a pool table takes up most of 
it. But don’t just stop here keep going up, the third floor 
view will is beautiful and has a big open area with couches 
and tables, plus a big rooftop garden outside a great place 
to watch and live what I call “city wall life”. 

The alcohol here has broken down into two main groups; 
beer and single-malt whiskys, both of which are of excep-
tional quality. The owner used to be a professional singer 
so, like the alcohol the music here should be fresh and top 
notch.

Keep in mind it’s still their trail opening, so they might be 
a little bit hard to find (they haven’t put the name outside 
yet), but just look for the huge windows - I’m sure you 
won’t miss it.

 If you’re like me and a fan of “city wall life”, then head over 
to give it a try, you might even find a better way of life.

Pro: Beautiful Environment

Con: Newly opened so they need a lot of promotion

Johnson’s Recommendation:
Single-malt whisky selection

Review
s

每次当我漫步在城墙根的时候，那些灰色的砖瓦都会让我想
起古时候，士兵们手拿兵器守卫着他们的家园。直到现在，和城
墙外相比，站在城墙内，我都会有一种奇妙的感觉。

西安有着将近14公里长的城墙，如果沿着城墙上散步，你会
发现城墙根的生活真的很丰富多彩，我猜这也许就是西安诸多美
丽的瞬间之一。

小南门里，向东50米的地方，兰枝酒吧悄然诞生，这里绝对
是一个你体验城墙根生活的地方。酒吧主大门在二楼，在踏上台
阶之前，我相信从2楼到4楼的大玻璃窗户肯定会给你留下很深的
印象。

酒吧的一楼有一个不长的吧台和几张沙发，再加上一个大电
视，在世界杯期间，这里肯定是个不错的选择，来上几瓶啤酒，
看一场精彩的比赛。继续往上，二楼并不是很大，一个麻将屋，
一张台球案和一个紧邻窗户的桌子，这里很适合一小撮朋友聚
聚。对于几个单身汉来说更好，喝酒、打球和喧闹。再往上走风
景会更好，顶楼的区域会相对大一点，加上门外的整个露台，城
墙根的生活就在这里。 

如果你要搞一个生日趴的话，这里肯定是个好的选择，足够
的空间容纳一大堆人，男生们的台球桌和顶楼女生们的私密空
间，再加上好的酒水，这个生日趴肯定会很有趣的。

啤酒和单一麦芽威士忌是这里的首选，这里的老板曾经是一
个专业的歌手，所以酒吧的音乐永远不会停。由于还在试营业期
间，没有挂招牌，所以可能会稍微难找一点。但是你路过这里的
时候肯定不会错过那些大玻璃窗户的。

如果你喜欢城墙根的生活的话，那就来这看看吧，说不定这
就是你心目中的生活。

优点:  优雅的环境。
缺点:  刚刚开业，有很多方面需要提高。
我的推荐:  单一麦芽威士忌。
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Recipes Article By  Radi

Pork Cordon Bleu  蓝带猪排   (Serves 1 / 1人份)

For a fresh flavor squeeze a lemon wedge over 
before eating.
可以在吃前挤点柠檬汁上去。

•  120g Pork Loin (for those of you that 
don’t eat pork you can substitute it with a 
chicken breast fillet if you wish)     ( 120克 猪
里脊肉（如果不吃猪肉可以用鸡胸肉代替）)

•  40g Ham    ( 40克 火腿 )

•  40g Cheese (Mozzarella works best but 
choose to suit your taste)    

( 40克 芝士（马苏里拉芝士最好，也可根据自
己口味选择）)

•  1 Egg - beaten      ( 1 个 鸡蛋(打碎))

•  Flour     ( 面粉 )

•  Bread Crumbs     ( 面包屑 )

•  Butter     ( 黄油 )

•  Oil     ( 油 )

•  Salt and Pepper     ( 盐和胡椒粉 )

Ingredients 原料:

1.     Make a butterfly cut from the loin and open the 
flaps.   
把里脊肉切成蝴蝶状展开。

2.     Flatten the meat using a meat hammer or a small 
pan (don’t overdo it or you might destroy the structure 
of the meat) Season the loin slightly with salt and pep-
per. 
用肉锤或小平底锅轻轻将里脊肉拍平（注意不要太大力损坏
肉的组织），用盐和胡椒粉调味。

3.     On each flap place an equal sized thin sliced of both 
ham and cheese (Of course you can add more cheese if 
you wish).
在里脊的每一层中都夹上同等大小的芝士和火腿片（根据自
己的喜好可以加更多）。

4.     Close the cutlet making sure that no cheese or ham 
is hanging out - if so just push it back inside. 
做好的肉排要确保火腿和芝士不漏出来。

5.     Once again season with salt and pepper.               
再用盐和胡椒调味。

6.     Now coat the cutlet in flour - bathe it in the beaten 
egg mixture and turn it in the bread crumbs pressing it 
gently.
把肉排裹上面粉，再放入蛋液中，然后放在面包屑中轻轻
按几下。

7.     Heat up vegetable oil and butter in a heavy bot-
tomed pan to medium heat (around 160°C)
平底锅中加入油和黄油，中火加热至160°。

8.     Place the Cordon Bleu cutlet in the pan and fry 
slowly on both sides until it reaches a golden brown 
color.
把肉排放入锅中，慢慢炸至两面金黄。

9.     Once the cheese starts to come out on the sides, 
it’s done.
当芝士要从两侧流出来时就完成了。

10.     Serve with French fries or tomato pasta.
配上炸薯条或番茄通心粉。

Directions 步骤:

Tip 提示:
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Deep Fried Apples  油炸苹果

1.     Peel the apples and remove the center part and slice 
the apples like a wheel and place them on a tray and sprin-
kle with sugar and lemon juice.

苹果去皮，除去中心部分，切成车轮状，放在托盘上，撒
上糖和柠檬汁。

2.     For the batter, add salt to the flour then add the egg 
yolk and beer - work it into a batter and let it rest for at 
least 2 hours in the refrigerator.

面粉中加入少许盐，然后加蛋黄和啤酒，搅拌成面糊，放
入冰箱冷却至少2个小时。

3.     Beat the egg white stiff, than carefully fold it into the 
batter.

把蛋清打匀，小心地加到面糊里。

4.     Heat vegetable oil in a deep fryer or a wok to a tem-
perature of 160°C to 170°C but not any higher.

把油倒入油锅中加热至160°到170°。

5.     Dry the apple rounds with a towel and dip them into 
the batter mixture making sure they are covered well with 
batter.

用毛巾把苹果擦干，放入面糊中，使之均匀的裹上面糊。

6.     Deep fry the slices until they turn a nice golden brown 
than set them aside on a tissue to soak up the excess oil.

把苹果炸至金黄色，取出放在吸油纸或面纸上过滤多余的
油。

7.     Sprinkle with some cinnamon and sugar and serve 
with vanilla sauce or as you please.

根据自己的口味撒一些肉桂，糖，或者香草酱等。

(Serve 4 / 4人份)

Radi is from Lucerne Switzerland and has lived in Xi’an 
for almost two years working as a Sous Chef at an 
international five star hotel. If you have any question or 
comments you can contact him at radi@xianease.com 

Directions 步骤:

Ingredients 原料:

•  4 Apples, large     ( 4个 大苹果 )
•  1 Lemon     ( 1个 柠檬 )
•  25g Sugar      ( 25克 糖 )
•  125g Flour     ( 125克 面粉 )
•  150ml Beer (everyone has a beer laying 
around)    ( 150毫升 啤酒 )
•  1 Egg (separate the yolk and the white)     

       ( 1 个 鸡蛋（把蛋黄和蛋清分离）)
•  Pinch of salt chopped garlic      

      ( 少许盐 )
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Know more Xi’an top fives?  send an email to top5@xianease.com or go to www.xianease.com and leave a comment.

As the weather warms up and our summer outfits start coming out of the back of the closets it’s always a shock 
to find how clothes that haven’t been worn in 6 months have managed to shrink just by sitting there…well if 
you’re not in the mood to go shopping why not try to get your body to shrink a bit to match those incredible 
shrinking pants? First stop is a better diet and so in honor of the summer months we have searched the city 
to find the top vegetarian restaurants in the city – five tasty ways to MAYBE slim down…

Article by XIANEASE 
Xi’an Top - 

Vegetarian 
Restaurants

大兴善寺
宝严素食坊

般舟素食坊 牧牛童素餐厅

05 04
03

Address: 
雁塔区兴善西街55号大兴善寺内
(yan ta qu xing shan xi jie 55 hao) 
Phone Number: 
029 - 8536 1181 
Hours:  11:00am - 8:00pm
Average Price per Person: 
RMB 30.00

Address: 
雁塔区环塔南路东段6号大雁塔
南广场大唐不夜城A6区1-2号
(Yan ta qu huan ta nan lu dong 
duan 6 hao) 
Phone Number: 
029 - 85578117    13759923488
Hours:  9:30am - 10:00pm
Average Price per Person: 
RMB 55.00

Address: 
雁塔区环塔南路东段6号大雁塔
南广场大唐不夜城A6区1-2号
(Yan ta qu huan ta nan lu dong 
duan 6 hao) 
Phone Number: 
029 - 85578117   13759923488
Hours:  9:30am - 10:00pm
Average Price per Person: 
RMB 55.00

Da Xing Shan Si 
Bao Yan Su Shi Fang

Ban Zhou Su Shi 
Fang

govinDa’S

Actually located inside the Da 
Xing Shan Temple (just next to 
the Parkson’s) in Xiao Zhai is the 
way any restaurant should be 
– unpretentious and inviting for 
everyone they have a whole se-
lection of faux meat dishes that 
are made from tofu and mush-
rooms. Since it is located inside 
a working temple don’t be sur-
prised if you share a table with 
a Monk or a Nun, it’s all part of 
the experience.

Even though the specialties 
don’t sound like much the 
simple food here is well made 
and set to a high standard that 
is maintained no matter how 
many times you visit. But the 
food is only one part of the en-
tire experience – they are about 
slowing down and taking time 
not just eating and going. The 
beautiful and quiet environ-
ment combined with the simple 
decoration and food give this 
place a solid thumbs up.

The only non-Chinese food on 
the list this small restaurant near 
Xiao Zhai serves up some tradi-
tional Southern Indian delights 
and everyone is sans meat. Tiny 
and a bit hard to find, Govinda’s 
it’s a great little place that es-
capes the notice of most folks 
which is too bad since the own-
ers try really hard to give great 
food and service.

Specialty:  酥肉烩菌王
(“Pork” Braised Mushrooms)

Specialty:  回味  
(mushroom and celery)

Specialty:  酸奶  (yogurt)
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Address: 博士路北口紫薇田园都市K区
(Bo shi lu bei kou zei wei tian yuan du shi K qu) 

Phone Number: 029 - 8817 0101 / 8817 5988 
Hours:  9:30am - 9:30pm
Average Price per Person:  RMB 45.00

Address: 雁塔路慈恩西路1号 - 近大唐通易坊东口
(Yan ta lu ci en xi lu 1 hao) 

Phone Number: 029 - 8526 6990 / 8526 6880 
Hours:  11:00am - 9:00pm
Average Price per Person: RMB 60.00

Opened by two Taiwanese sisters a few years ago 
this smallish homely restaurant is quiet and invit-
ing with great home-made dishes on offer this Tai-
wanese styled vegetarian restaurant will fill you 
up without emptying the wallet…too much. Also 
be sure to check out the second floor where they 
have a great little tea house.

Located in the heart of Qujiang this is the most 
famous vegetarian restaurant in Xi’an and so it’s 
packed with tour groups most evenings but it’s 
popular because it’s darn tasty. The busy atmos-
phere and bustling wait staff are well trained if not 
a bit over worked. Don’t expect a quiet meal here 
but do expect a tasty one. 

天龙宝严素食馆
Tian Long Bao Yan Su Shi guan

Su Xin Ming

Specialty:  核桃酥  (Walnut Cake)

Specialty:  水煮鱼  (Spicy Boiled “Fish”)
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No matter how long you’ve been in China or what 
you expected when you first arrived some form 

of “Ancient China” probably had a part in your minds 
eye of what the Middle Kingdom would be like. No 
matter if it’s from a movie set or ancient texts histori-
cal China is a romantic ideal that almost everyone that 
is here now at one time had a fascination with to a 
greater or lesser degree.

It isn’t rocket science to see that romantic ideals and 
everyday reality very rarely coincide and soon after 
our arrival into modern China the romantic past slips 
away to busy streets, honking horns, and crowded 

restaurants. Funny thing is that it’s not just the expat 
population that gets a bit idealistic when it comes the 
past - though the impetus is most likely very different 
the outcome is the same most folks romantically look 
back to a simpler, slower, and more relaxed time and 
wish they could experience it today. 

Because of this universal rear-view mirror gazing it’s 
not surprising that there are several places around 
China that have attempted to recreate the idealistic 
past - and in some cases complete with parking lots, 
air conditioning, and tour busses.
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Article by XIANEASE 

ANcieNt
Relics
from the modern Age

Fact:
Starting in 2007 to preserve the Shaanxi countryside 
way of eating and country styled dishes. This once 
sleepy town about two hours North-West of Xi’an is 
coming together to be a great little spot for a Shaanxi 
afternoon. Though it’s still under construction/renova-
tion you can still get the feeling of what an idealistic vil-
lage must have felt like 500 years ago. Walk the streets 
and take in the sights, it has a great community vibe 
that larger and more modern cities are missing.

Sales Pitch:
With over one hundred authentic shops, restaurants 
and Baijiu breweries the streets are alive with the an-

The LocaL: 
YuAN JiA cuN
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cient and almost forgotten. All of the food is hand-made 
on site and in view of the customers, the smiling shop 
owners take time to talk and teach the tricks of their 
trade. The narrow streets and close stalls hearken back 
to a time when Shaanxi was a province on the border 
of the wilds, a last oasis before the adventure of the 
western hinterland.  

Truth:
This recreated village is still under construction and 
while there are still 90’s era white tiles peaking out from 
faux village coverings this is still a place where some re-
ally great eats can be had...not to mention a few great 
and powerful Baijiu varieties. The issue comes from the 
powdery dust that is everywhere in the Shaanxi coun-
tryside and Dangjia Cun is no exception - every step is 
accompanied with a POOF of brown dust and with the 
massive crowds that flock here it all adds up to a dusty 
affair - though still pretty unique and probably worth an 
afternoon as long as you know what you’re getting into.
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Fact:
Located in the South West of Shaanxi province just next 
to Ankang Ziyang is NOT an ancient city per se - it might 
have ancient roots (in fact it does)but this is a city not 
celebrated for it’s buildings or history yet is has both. 
This tier 4 or 5 city is tiny in terms of Chinese cities with 
under a million people. Located next to a river and in 
the mountains the “modern”city is all around but in the 
valley almost in the center of town the old houses and 
buildings prevail. It’s not a tourist destination but to 
experience a true city that is bringing itself in modernity 
Ziyang is the place to check out.

Sales Pitch:
There really isn’t one, no one is going to tell you to 
come here, the only crowds you’ll see and the ones 
following you when you walk around the streets be-
tween mud brick houses roofed in slate and still used 
as homes. In coming to Ziyang you aren’t viewing a 
city holding on to the past you are looking at a city 
trying to make its way into modern China. Walk the 
streets, talk with the people (if you can), try the food 
and experience an authentic Chinese city for all of the 
better and worse.  

Truth:
There really isn’t much different - Ziyang isn’t a city for 
nightlife, great restaurants, or cultural museums. It is 
a city like thousands of others that have a past but are 
too busy moving forward to give yesterday a second 
thought. It’s not a city for everyone, if you follow this 
article and find yourself in the Ziyang city center you 
will most likely be overwhelmed by a sense of complete 
foreign sights, smells, and surroundings but isn’t that 
really the basis of the romantic view of China we all had 
when we first arrived? The romantic of the unknown, 
the complete immersion into a foreign atmosphere 
different in every way to our present condition - that 
is Ziyang.

The UniqUe: 
ZiYANg
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Fact:
Located in the North-West of the Shanxi province (that’s 
Shanxi not Shaanxi - which is the one that Xi’an is in) 
this 670 years old city and has NOT rebuilt – it has 
been maintained with most of the courtyard buildings 
that make the city so famous, dating from the Ming 
and Qing dynasties (1368 - 1644). Its narrow streets 
and traditional houses is a time capsule back in time 
when this city was known as “Mini-Beijing”. Don’t be 
surprised if you actually get to speak with Mr. Dang 
or Ms. Jia...60% of all inhabitants in this city have one 
or the other as a last name. Unlike recreated villages 
around China this is a true ancient city preserved for 
the most part maintaining some historical stereotypes 
and breaking others.

Sales Pitch:
If authenticity is what you’re looking for this is the place 
for you - it’s courtyard dwellings, ancestral halls, tem-
ples, ancient stages, pavilions , and tablets are all main-
tained from hundreds of years ago. It is no wonder that 
architectural experts from around the world refer to the 
Danjia village as “a living fossil of traditional residence 
of ancient China”. Unique inscope and granduer this 
perfectly preserved village on the Loess plateau will 
transport you back in time when bandits roamed the 
hills and family alliances kept a community safe.  

Truth:
Located halfway on the Xi’an - Pingyao - Beijing route 
this small village is very often missed by local and in-
ternational tourists alike. Dangjia village really is an 
ancient town almost perfectly preserved as if in amber. 
There is a “new town” with all the high-rise buildings 
and honking cars one could ask for but the streets in 
the traditional town are actually quite quiet and sleepy. 
The residents here take pride in their history and while 
tourists are always more then welcome the simple cus-
toms and morals of the local older generation keep the 
city more as a cultural capsul than as a money making 
device. It’s not that far away but it’s not easy to get to 
but once made the reward is worth the effort.

The aUThenTic: 
DANgJiA cuN
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Question or comments about activities around Xi’an contact 
us at editorial@xianease.com

Ancient China in it’s many forms both ethereal and 
concrete is all around us in varying degrees of authen-
ticity. While the foreign, the ancient, and the romantic 
ideals of China are found in almost everywhere it’s 
always amazing to come across a pure example of the 
beauty previously only found in our mind. These cities 
all comply in some way or another with our view of 
Chinese history - and the parts that differ? Well that’s 
the whole reason to travel justifying the romantic with 
reality. 
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Fact:
Located on the western end of Hunan province Feng-
huang Cheng (Phoenix City) is one of the largest and 
most fully restored ancient cities in China. First men-
tioned in a royal edict in 1300 this city is almost ideally 
situated between green mountains and the Tuo Jiang 
river giving this ancient town a most idyllic surrounding.

Sales Pitch:
The wooden bridges, the houses on stilts and frequent 
rolling mists give the entire town a scroll painting at-
mosphere. The flagstone paved narrow allys and wood-
en houses set the scene of horse drawn carts and town 
criers selling wares. With the towers, pagodas and pa-
vilions this is ancient China, or at least how ancient 
China is in our minds eye.  

Truth:
As with most iconic areas people are interested in see-
ing them - and when the iconic area is located in one of 
the most populated countries in the world and is one of 
the highest rated tourist destinations you can imagine 
that this is not a quiet place. The narrow streets are 
filled with flag waving tour guides and the small res-
taurants and shops are crowded with holiday makers 
from all over China. While it still is worth a look to see 
an authenticly recreated ancient city coming here on a 
weekend or during any Chinese holiday is more a study 
in crowd control than it would be a true experience of 
being back in time.

The iconic: 
FeNghuANg cheNg
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Article By Kristen Zhou

M. F. K. Fisher once 
said that Food, 

Security and Love are essential 
needs of human beings, and food 
is the way to security and love. But 
in modern society I believe more 
and more people get their security, 
love, and even self-identity from 
their clothes whether it’s runway 
high-fashion or just looking good 
walking down the street more and 
more people demonstrate who they 
are through the brands, styles, and 
colors they wear.  

The first time I met Samuel was 
in his studio ‘ Leo & Louis’ in Xiao 
Zhai, with his clean white shirt and 
ironed black suit, he exuded the 
feeling of neat and tidy. ‘I’m a bit 

old fashioned’ he said humbly, “Af-
ter living in England for 8 years I am 
used to wearing a suit for every oc-
casion.” For me I have never really 
paid much attention to men’s suits, 
in fact my only impression is the 
butler in Downton Abbey, so for me 
a gentleman with a London accent 
naturally matches a cutaway dinner 
jacket or tails. 

Clothes are an expression of cul-
ture and Chinese ancestors wore 
Hanfu and Tangfu so of course the 
Western suit isn’t something natu-
ral to China. In the 19th century 
Li Laiyi opened the first suit shop 
in Suzhou, but in the 1980 people 
picked up the suit tradition but with 
trademarks on the sleeves. Today 

most Chinese men buy one or two 
suits for special events (weddings, 
important business meetings and 
other ceremonies). So when Samuel 
opened Leo & Louis a few months 
ago they not only are tailor making 
suits, they are also teaching a new 
cultural dress code and new way to 
communicate and they can even be 
your wardrobe consultant to help 
with fashion.

Since they are not affiliated with 
any one brand or region they de-
sign suits autonomously, and cre-
ate styles from all over the world. 
Samuel said that different fabrics 
and colors absolutely make a suit 
suitable for all circumstances and 
tastes. This diversity and unique 

How To Be a 
GenTleman

Useful dress code 
for suits:
1.  Among your suit, shirt and tie, 
two of them should be pure color

2.  Your shirt shouldn’t be the 
same color as your suits, and 
always always always unbutton 
your top shirt collar button when 
you’re not wearing a tie.

3.  Button tips: double-breasted 
suits should always be fully but-
toned, two buttons suits should 
only have the top buttoned, three 
button suits should just have the 
top two buttoned.
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perspective on the traditional suit is 
the basis for Leo & Louis.

At end of my conversation with 
Samuel, I’ve understand why he love 
suits, and why a suit can actually be 
for everyday wear. No matter if you 
want to be a gentleman or at least 
look like a gentleman a suit can be 
made to be not only comfortable 
but can also show your character. It 
even got me interested so we talked 
about what I liked and he took my 
measurements. Together we select-
ed a fabric and a color that matched 
my style. His hospitality and pas-

sion for clothes definitely made the 
shopping experience fun, another 
big benefit for those gentlemen who 
don’t like shopping, once Samuel 
takes your measurements you only 
have to  phone him to order a tailor 
made suit.  

After my experience I can’t help 
wondering why people only wear 
suits only special occasions. Is it be-
cause it simply makes you look cool 
or is it something deeper? I always 
fall back on my basic feeling about 
fashion - forget what is in style or 
the stuff in magazines, they fill your 

brain with nonsense. Wear whatever 
makes you comfortable, wear what-
ever shows who you are, only when 
your fashion is personal and “right” 
will it bring you security and love.

You can contact Kristen Zhou at: 
Kristen.zhou@xianease.com

Interested in ordering from Leo 
& Louis? Making a suit normally 
takes about 15 days from meas-
urement to delivery and the price 
is about RMB 2000.00 (depending 
on fabric choice of course)

Tel: 13772111223
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No holiday is a holiday without 
a bit of beach time, and Burma 

does have beaches. Ngapali Beach 
is the most famous, but it is also 
the most expensive and where 
you will spend most of your time 
hanging out with other tourists.  
A smaller, but still very beauti-
ful beach on the Bay of Bengal, is 
Ngwe Saung, a little further south 
of Ngapali.  

Ngwe Saung is a 5-6 hour bus trip 
from Yangon, taking you through 
villages, farmland and alongside 
the Ayerwaddy River.  Once there, 
there are dozens of hotels/resorts 
to stay in… but again, book ahead!!  
They range from the super fancy 
to pretty basic backpacker haunts, 
but they have in common direct ac-
cess to the beach, sea and fabulous 
views. Oh those sunsets!  (Living 
in Xi’an you’d forgotten sunsets, 
hadn’t you?)

Apart from lazing around on the 
beach reading, eating the great 
seafood, drinking from freshly 
opened coconuts, what else is 
there to do in Ngwe Saung?  Wan-

dering around the village itself 
is fun.  A fair bit of touristy kitch 
is mixed in with interesting local 
food, handcrafts and umbrellas.  
Umbrellas??  Yes, Ngwe Saung is a 
large outlet for the umbrella man-
ufacturing town of Pathein, just up 
the road a bit.  These umbrellas are 
absolutely gorgeous, and NOT for 
rainy days, but for sitting under at 
BBQs, sipping a nice wine.  Smaller 
ones look great as decorations on 
the bare walls of your apartment.

All of the resorts can organise 
motorbike tours for you to the El-
ephant Camp about an hour out-
side town, and this is fun.  Firstly, 
the motorbike ride itself is cool – 
up through the forest, past prawn 
(shrimp) farms, small villages, 
farmers doing their thing. Second-
ly, the Elephant Camp does have 
elephants and will take you on a 
half-hour or so trek through the 
forest, lumbering down the creek 
and along the bush paths.  This is 
a morning event, as the elephants 
are allowed to doze off in the af-
ternoon, so be prepared to forego 
one morning of lazy sleep-in in 

your beach chalet. It is also quite 
popular with tourists and this is 
where you’ll see the majority of 
other foreigners.

An even better motor bike trip is 
to a fishing village, about an hour 
away.  The riders will roar up the 
beach with you clinging tightly, 
then cross a couple of creeks on 
hand winched ferry crossings un-
til, not far past the coconut and 
rubber plantations, you reach the 
fishing village.  Here the fleet has 
a great sheltered harbour and the 
women spend much of their time 
drying the fish either for cat food, 
or for sale throughout Burma.  Fish 
lunches are available at a couple of 
tiny restaurants.  My bike chauf-
feur told me this tour is really 
popular, but I didn’t see anyone 
else take it, and the locals seemed 
as curious about us as we were 
about them.

After a few days R&R at Ngwe 
Saung you may have recovered 
enough strength to head back to 
Yangon, and explore this capital of 
Burma.  Yangon’s most famous at-
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traction is the Shwedagon Pagoda – an absolutely gor-
geous golden pagoda seen from almost every building 
in Yangon. (The blight of skyscrapers hasn’t really 
reached Burma yet – fingers crossed the Government 
has the sense NOT to allow them to ruin the city!)  If 
you are easily ‘templed out’ make this the only one 
you see in Burma.  It’s a nice morning visit, and if you 
hang around long enough, locals will come up to chat 
to you, showing you exactly how to wash the Buddha 
of your birth day (ie Tuesday etc).

From Yangon you can also take in a couple of good 
day trips out to the delta region or across the river to 
wander in the villages.  But, if you just want to wander 
around the city, Yangon has great markets, especially 
Bogyoke Aung San Market, which is enormous and 
very easy to get lost in.  This market has everything 
from the fanciest thongs (flipflops) you ever saw to 
lovely antiques and crafts.  Bargaining is fine, so the 
skills gained in China will stand you in good stead. 
Plenty of local food stalls and restaurants are in and 
around the markets.

Burmese people are incredibly friendly, genuinely 
kind and seem to be optimistic.  Everywhere you 
travel photos of ‘The Lady’ abound, and if you happen 
to buy an NLD cap, people will stop you to chat, tell 
you about their feelings and even salute!! The traffic 
is crazy, but nice crazy – cars will stop and drivers will 
wave you across the road; if there is a minor accident, 
people will rush over to help, not gawk. The pick-up 
truck buses (some of them double-decker) will wave 
at you to jump on. Show any interest in someone’s 
activity in the markets or the villages and you will 
be given a personal demonstration. In a hot country, 
water is freely available in lovely ceramic jars that 
are refilled by the good fairies. Even knowing about 
the ‘troubles’ up north, the poverty and the previous 
history, the overall feeling is of gentleness and hope, 
and it was sad leaving this lovely country.

Now is a good time to go to Burma, and don’t pack 
your shoes…

You can contact Deborah at deborah.howard@xianease.com
Blog: http://lotuslightimages.com
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Iadopted my daughter in Xi’an in 
2001 a few days before her first 

birthday. When she turned 3 our 
local authority in England offered 
her a place at a nearby Catholic 
school. Even though my mother is 
Catholic or perhaps because, I sent 
a polite no thank you and home 
educated Li Chen for the next few 
years instead. In 2006 my husband 
and I bought one way tickets on 
the Trans Mongolian Railway and 
the 3 of us set off for China. Our in-
tention was to settle where inter-
est led us and stay for a couple of 
years. Fluency in Mandarin and an 
intimacy with the country of our 
daughter’s birth seemed a useful 
and natural facet to her education.

Li Chen was 6 years old when she 
entered her first classroom in a ru-
ral school high in the grasslands 
of North Sichuan. Most of the stu-
dents were Tibetan; their parents 
were yak herders who wore be-
jewelled daggers on their belts and 
strings of coral round their necks. “ 
You speak better English than me 
please come and help me give the 
class “, said the teacher on her first 

day. Li Chen enjoyed herself, made 
many friends and after a week de-
clared she never wanted to leave. 
A few days later she was expelled. 
Let me explain. 

We’d been away trekking for the 
weekend and on our return I went 
to talk to her teacher. Dylan was 
a friendly man with good ideas. 
“When I ask 30 children in my 
class a question I get one answer, 
I want 30 answers, I want open 
minds!” he told me. “The only 
thing the students respect here is 
the bamboo stick! I say to them I 
am flesh and blood, I have feelings, 
this stick has no feelings, why do 
you give your respect to a stick?” 
His younger students were re-
sponding to his methods he said, 
but the older ones just found him 
odd. None of the other teachers 
liked his ideas and sometimes he 
felt sad and lonely.

We sat drinking salty Tibetan tea 
in his room at the school. “The 
headmaster is angry and says Li 
Chen is not welcome here any 
more. I told him she is a good stu-
dent but he shouted and hit me.” he 
said. Although the headmaster had 
refused to give Dylan the reason, I 
knew exactly what lay behind his 
anger.

Every day after school the children 
had to line up in the playground 
for inspection. On the Friday be-
fore we went trekking the head-
master had been finding plenty to 
fault and by the time he reached 
the youngest children he was very 
dissatisfied indeed. He shouted at 
the five year olds and told them to 
place their hands on each other’s 
shoulders to correct their spacing. 
The children complied at once but 

in the process the half dozen at the 
end went down like dominoes. 
Someone giggled. The headmaster 
spun round and with the back of 
his hand knocked a small boy near 
Li Chen clean off his feet. “ Oye!” 
shouted Li Chen springing towards 
him with a raised fist. Insulted 
by the foreigner’s child whom it 
would be unwise to hit, he stood 
rooted to the spot for a moment 
then turned away, dismissed the 
school and walked off.  

The children wandered home and 
Li Chen ran off to play at a friend’s 
house. Later that evening I quietly 
asked why she’d felt the need to 
threaten her headmaster. “He hit a 
small boy for nothing!” she replied 
indignantly. I pointed out that if 
she’d been a regular student and if 
I hadn’t been there, he would have 
hit her too. “I don’t care, he hit him 
for nothing, nothing I tell you, it 
wasn’t even that boy who laughed! 
“ she insisted. I made no further 
comment. Dylan hadn’t been in the 
playground that afternoon and he 
smiled when I related the incident. 
“I’m happy to receive the blow his 
mind intended for her,” he com-
mented gallantly.

At Home In CHInA
Article by  Carolyn

if you have any questions or comments you can reach her at carolyn@xianese.com 
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When my first child was born, I spent the first few 
months struggling with what I felt was a terrible 

secret: I didn’t like being a mother. Most things I read 
and everyone I talked to congratulated me on my new 
baby and, oh, isn’t it the most wonderful thing ever. 
While the usual culprits such as lack of sleep and infi-
nite dirty diapers played a significant role in my unhap-
piness, deep down I knew it was something more; I just 
couldn’t put my finger on it. Luckily for me, the honest 
words of a kind acquaintance pulled me out of my funk. 

She said that for her, the most difficult thing about new 
motherhood had been the feeling of powerlessness. 
Suddenly, rather than being in control of your life, you 
are completely at the mercy of a tiny, helpless being 
who needs so much and yet can tell you so little. Rather 
than being the cause of most things, you are suddenly 
all effect. For a highly independent, efficient, organised, 
can-do type of person, this is a profound change. 

It still makes me a little crazy that as the mother of 
now two children, I can seldom complete a task with-
out interruption. However, because my friend helped 
me realise that this perpetual feeling of effect was the 
thing making me feel so overwhelmed and powerless, 
I was able to find a new way of being with it. I have 
figured out how to be this way and most of the time 
I’m good at it. 

Today I had another realization: living in China is a lot 
like being a new parent.

We have been in Xi’an for eight months now including 
the long, grey winter. I have always welcomed the ar-
rival of spring, but this year I am practically giddy with 
it. I knew we were officially out of the woods when we 
took our first outing since October to our local BBQ 
street. A newly-arrived expat couple joined us, and we 
spent a good deal of the evening explaining the whole 
scenario. It was a revelation to discover that we were 
now the relative experts, and I was pleased that the vast 
majority of what came out of my mouth was positive. I 
really like living in China; it’s infinitely interesting. But 
it is also difficult, sometimes very difficult, depending 
on the myriad uncontrollable variables likely to arise 

in almost any situation – much like parenthood.

What our new friends threw into relief, however, is that 
I have become much better at being in China in the 
same way I have become a better parent. Many things 
make me shake my head. I still shed tears of frustration. 
Communication is difficult. I often feel powerless to 
get the simplest things done or said – all effect and no 
cause. However, I have come to realise that this is not 
a failing in me. It is just the nature of the beast. Letting 
go a bit and remembering to expect the unexpected 
has put me back on the front foot – a vantage point 
from which I can truly enjoy the arrival of spring with 
my children.

Cause and effeCtCause and effeCt

Molly and her family took the leap in to China last July. You 
can read more about their adventures big and small on her 
blog: www.mollyseabrook.com/00_XIAN
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Article by  Molly Seabrook
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Ihad to hold back tears as I 
zipped up my daughter’s jacket 

that morning. Backpack? Check. 
Snack? Check. Extra sweatshirt 
(Chinese teachers like their stu-
dents bundled up, you know)? 
Check. I held my daughter’s hand 
and we walked out the door, on 
our way to her first day of school.

Of course, this day is met much 
sooner by most Chinese children, 
many of whom start attending 
some version of school from 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. from the day 
they’re two-and-a-half, but our 
daughter began the adventure at 
the decidedly more mature age 
of four. We, her parents, were a 
wreck.

Getting our daughter into a Chi-
nese kindergarten had not been 
easy. In fact, it had become such a 
drawn out, dramatic journey that 
we’d taken to calling it the Kin-
dergarten Saga. The conundrum 
of Chinese bureaucracy is frus-
trating enough on its own; when 
it vacuums up your kids, it’s nearly 
unbearable. 

We approached the kindergarten 
several times about enrolling our 
daughter. True to form, no one 
ever had any answers for us. They 

always needed to call someone 
who was unavailable. We’d come 
back the following week to a simi-
lar story. We talked to our Foreign 
Affairs Office, we talked to our Chi-
nese friends … after two months 
of the runaround we were calling 
the kindergarten every day asking 
for an answer.

Admittedly, we were asking a lot. 
Our daughter would be the first 
ever foreigner enrolled in this par-
ticular kindergarten, as far as we 
knew. We also wanted to send her 
for only half a day, which meant 
even more phone calls and meet-
ings with perpetually unavailable 
decision makers. 

I should emphasize that though 

the road was long, everyone was 
extremely helpful. Our FAO helped 
us with countless phone calls. My 
Chinese friends accompanied us 
to multiple meetings to act as 
translators. Even the school staff 
who were dragging their feet only 
did so to ensure that they could 
accommodate us, and that our 
daughter would be well cared for.

It didn’t always feel like it, but 
we were extremely well served 
throughout the Kindergarten 
Saga.

By the time we met face-to-face, 
the teachers and director were all 
smiles, exuding confidence and as-
surance. I was expecting to have 
to elbow my way to the front, Chi-
nese hospital style, but this was 
not at all the case. As foreigners 
who had never sent a child to 
school at all, much less an all-Chi-
nese school, we were completely 
out of our element, and the Kin-
dergarten leaders knew this. They 
kindly held our hand through the 
process and did everything they 
could to accommodate our Eng-
lish speaking daughter. I’d been 
frustrated by the Chinese way 
of doing things – all the waiting 
and no one appearing to step up 
and take responsibility – but all 
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Article by  Christian Dzadek
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the waiting had it’s benefits: they 
were able to present a unified wel-
come, which resulted in a sincere 
feeling of safety.

Now our daughter loves kinder-
garten. She comes home telling 
us the names of her friends, sing-
ing the words to Chinese rhymes, 
telling us about adventures on the 
playground and in the classroom. 
We watch her walk outside, hold-
ing hands with her partner in line. 
She can’t speak Chinese, but she’s 
slowly learning to interact, and 
she trusts her teachers.

Being a non-Chinese speaking par-
ent has its challenges. We have to 
forward any text messages from 
her teacher to one of our Chinese 
friends to translate. Some days our 
daughter comes home with her 
fingernails having been trimmed 
(we didn’t know Chinese teach-
ers took that liberty). We’re often 
surprised by uniform day, or other 
special events. We can’t read the 

directions in her workbook, so we 
have no idea what shade the dog 
is supposed to be colored. 

We get by as best we can.

On parents day we visited the 
class and watched proudly as our 
daughter squinted her eyes, figur-
ing out what to do by observing 
everyone around her. We watched 
her happily play with Chinese stu-
dents whom she can’t understand, 
but still calls her friends. We left 
impressed with how the Chinese 
staff ran the classroom.

Passing through the Kindergar-
ten Saga was a tremendous vic-
tory for our family. It took a lot 

of Chinese help and humility on 
our part. It stretched us and our 
daughter, and it stretches us still. 
Every family has to pass through 
the “trial” of sending their oldest 
off to school, ours just had a Chi-
nese twist. 

We are extremely grateful for 
all the help we’ve received, and 
blessed to have been allowed so 
much leeway with the school. The 
experience, though long, has only 
helped us fall more into the habit 
of calling Xi’an our home.

Fam
ily

Christian and his family moved from 
West Palm Beach, Florida to Xi’an a few 
years ago. When he’s not teaching he 
does an online video blog about street 
food and Chinese culture:  
http://www.youtube.com/cdzadek 
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Q&A on Labor Rights
--- Business AffAirs ---

Q1: I am a partner in a Chinese American joint ven-
ture, I was told that we cannot remove any of 

our capital that we invested until we sell the company, 
is this true? 

A1: Taking out the capital is not allowed.  If you are 
one of the shareholders of the company, and now 

you decide to quit and take your money back, you must 
transfer your shares to another person and they must 
BUY your these shares from you.  Most of the time, it 
is mandatory to ask approval by the government before 
conducting this transfer, also a series of legal paper work 
is necessary.

--- LABor LAw ---
working Hours, rest And VAcAtions

Q2: According to article 36 of the Labor Law, Chinese 
working hours regulate that laborers shall work 

for no more than eight hours a day and no more than 
44 hours a week on the average. My question is eight 
hours per day equals 40 hours per week, but it says no 
more than 44 hours per week.  Does that mean that the 
additional 4 hours should be paid as overtime work? 

A2: Yes, the additional 4 hours should be paid as 
overtime work.   

The employing unit may extend working hours due to the 
requirements of its production or business after consultation 
with the trade union and laborers, but the extended work-
ing hours for a day shall generally not exceed one hour; if 
such extension is called due to special reasons, the extended 
hours shall not exceed three hours a day under the condi-
tion that the health of laborers is guaranteed.  However, the 
total extension in a month shall not exceed thirty-six hours.
The employing unit shall, according to the following stand-
ards, pay laborers remunerations higher than those for 
normal working hours under any of the following circum-
stances:

1.Pay no less than 150 percent of the normal wages if the 
extension of working hours is arranged.
2.Pay no less than 200 percent of the normal wages if 
the extended hours are arranged on days of rest and no 
deferred rest can be taken.
3.Pay no less than 300 percent of the normal wages if 
the extended hours are arranged on statutory holidays. 

Q3: Is it legal for an employer to state your work 
hours in your contract as 8 am - 5 pm?  This 

makes your work day 9 hours and your work week 45 
hours?

A3: If the contract said the working hours is 8am - 
5pm that often means there is a one-hour lunch 

break.  If the working hour is longer than 8 hours a day, 
the additional hours should be paid as overtime work.  If 
additional hours exceed three hours a day or thirty six 
hours a month, it is illegal. 

Q4: I am going to hire some people, but I am not 
sure the limit of the probation period I can give 

the new employees? 

a4: If an employment contract has a term of more 
than three months but less than one year, the pro-

bation period may not exceed one month; if an employ-
ment contract has a term of more than one year and less 
than three years, the probation period may not exceed 
two months; and if an employment contract has a term of 
not less than three years or is open-ended, the probation 
period may not exceed six months. 

No probation period may be specified in an employment 
contract with a term to expire upon completion of a cer-
tain job or an employment contract with a term of less 
than three months. 

The probation period shall be included in the terms of 
the employment contract. If an employment contract 
does not provide a set probation period then there is no 
probation period. 

Article by  Wei Chen

commUniTy

Wei Chen is an English speaking Chinese lawyer from Xi’an.  She has over ten years of legal practice with degrees from both the 
United States as well as in China. Currently she works at Shaanxi Jindi Law Firm - one of the largest firms in the province.  She 
specializes in labor, employment, contract, and corporate law. She can be contacted through email at chenwei12355@163.com 
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Merlot is called the “First Grape” and is the most 
common grape in the word. There are more than 

262,000 hectares in production compared with Caber-
net Sauvignon at 260,000 hectares.

Merlot is traditionally used in Bordeaux with Cabernet 
Sauvignon or/and Cabernet Franc to make a regional 
premium wine.

Other places use 100% merlot to make wine, such as 
Petrus in Pomerol or St émilion, Merlot is used to make 
highly complex, corpulent, rich, and expensive wine (re-
ally really expensive) with flavors of plum or black currant 
with velvety-soft tannins it is generally aged in oak bar-
rels for developing taste.  

Another way to use Merlot is to make it light and fruity, an 
easy drinking wine, though generally you can’t find this 
outside of Bordeaux. This wine has red fruit (raspberries, 
strawberries) flavors, vegetal notes, a medium body, 
medium alcohol content, and a high acidity, we recom-
mend drinking it with a barbecue in your garden with 
your friends – ahhh another outstanding wine moment!

梅洛
梅洛是种植最面最广的品种，在世界上种植面积大约262

万公顷，超过了赤霞珠的260万公顷。

这一类品种传统上在波尔多地区与赤霞珠（葡萄品种）或

（和）品丽珠（葡萄品种）搭配酿造优质的葡萄酒。

但是你也可以使用100%的梅洛酿造葡萄酒，比如波美侯地

区的柏图斯葡萄酒，或者一些圣艾米隆地区的葡萄酒，都

十分有名和优秀。因此梅洛常用来酿造比较复合，丰润、

丰富和非常昂贵的酒，它有着梅子和黑醋栗的香味，以及

橡木桶的魔力而产生的天鹅绒一般柔软的单宁。出于这个

原因，很多国家开始像波尔多一样用梅洛酿造葡萄酒，有

独特风味且十分有趣。

有另外一种方式酿造的梅洛葡萄酒，非常轻盈，清新的果

香，十分易饮，这种酒除波尔多以外很难找到。它具有明

显红色的水果（覆盆子，草莓）香，植物香，中等酒体，

酒精适中，高酸度。为了它的平衡，与烧烤食物搭配，可

以与你的朋友一起感受花园小聚的完美时刻。

Article by  windculture
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Merlot

The Xi’an Wine Club by Wind-
culture meets once a month at 
the Windculture Wine Studio in 
Gaoxin. You can find more out 
more about them at  
www.xianease.com/wine or 
follow them on weibo: 
@windculture
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After working in China for the 
last 13 years as an MBA Pro-

fessor and a Sino-Canadian Prin-
cipal until my last posting as the 
Global Assessment Certificate Pro-
gram, Assistant Director in Beijing 
whose main responsibility was the 
hiring and training of teachers and 
overlooking the running of the GAC 
Program in a number of key high 
schools in China. Without making 
this article sound like an adver-
tisement I want to explain what 
the Global Assessment Certificate 
(GAC) program is an internation-
ally recognized university prepa-
ration program for students who 
do not have English as their first 
language. 

A few years ago I realized I missed 
a classroom of eager motivated 
students and decided to go back to 
teaching.the GAC program in Xi’an 
a beautiful city full of history and 
culture. During the last 13 years I 
have assisted 472 students to go 
abroad to countries like United 
States, Canada, England and Aus-
tralia. I strongly believe this is 
what keeps me in China and dur-
ing the last 5 years as a Director 
of Studies, or Academic Director I 
have had the best class as I teach 

students on how to learn more 
than what to learn!

The GAC is a university prepara-
tion program that provides stu-
dents with the academic knowl-
edge, independent learning skills, 
English language skills and con-
fidence to enter and successfully 
complete a bachelor’s degree at 
university. In addition to the GAC, 
all students have the opportunity 
to prepare for and take the all im-
portant ACT test, a multiple-choice 
college entry test that covers Eng-
lish, mathematics, reading, and sci-
ence. This test is recognized by all 
universities in the USA and many 
universities elsewhere. The GAC is 
the only international university 
preparation program that includes 
the teaching and testing of ACT.

This means that when students 
apply to university, in addition to 
their high school diploma, they 
will have a GAC Grade Point Aver-
age (GPA), an ACT score, and either 
a TOEFL or IELTS score.

I am always looking for good for-
eign teachers who can teach the 
GAC program and are committed 
to offering high quality English 
education in a safe and caring envi-

ronment. Having high expectations 
for each student, and want them to 
reach their full potential. The GAC 
program focuses on educating the 
complete student, using integrat-
ed curriculum, teaching Life Skills 
and recognizing how individuals 
learn the best.

The GAC curriculum is based on 
the belief that broad proficiency 
in English is essential to students’ 
success in both their social and 
academic lives, and to their abil-
ity to take their place in society as 
responsible and productive citi-
zens. The curriculum is designed 
to provide English language learn-
ers with the knowledge and skills 
they need to achieve these goals. 
Its aim is to help students become 
successful English language learn-
ers. 

This culminating vision of suc-
cessful English language learners 
identifies the language skills and 
capabilities required for success 
in university education system 
and for full participation in North 
American society. The expecta-
tions outlined in the GAC curricu-
lum are designed to enable stu-
dents to develop these important 
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skills and capabilities. 

For many English language learners, achievement 
of the expectations may require them to adopt new 
ways of learning and new ways of interacting with 
others. However, growth towards full linguistic and 
cultural competence in English should not be at the 
expense of students’ own languages and cultures. A 
major goal of any instructional program for English 
language learners should be to encourage students to 
value and maintain their own linguistic and cultural 
identities so that they can enter the larger society as 
bilingual and bicultural individuals. 

The GAC curriculum expectations are designed to 
help English language learners develop the skills they 
need to develop proficiency in everyday English and, 
most especially, the proficiency in academic English 
that will allow them to integrate successfully into 
the mainstream school program. It is important to 
recognize that while English language learners are 
in the process of acquiring academic language, their 
age peers are not standing still in their learning of 
grade-appropriate language and concepts. 

The mission of the GAC Program is to prepare stu-
dents for university study abroad and to be leaders 
in the 21st century global economy. Foreign teachers 
provide an educational environment that is rich in 
cultural diversity and will prepare students to acquire 
the knowledge, skills, and character traits for future 
study abroad with economic and social leadership in 
the next few years. 

It has been a long-established policy objective of the 
GAC International School Program and the Chinese 
Government to equip the younger generation through 
quality education for the challenges of the knowledge 
economy and to create a culture of lifelong learning.

Professor Barry Gottlieb, Director of Studies 

GAC - ACT Authorized Teaching and Testing Center

ProfessorBarryGottlieb2000@yahoo.com

Website: www.actxa.org
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Living abroad can be chal-
lenging for a teenager, with 

walls of troubles that can soon 
build up into piles, enough to 
create a Great Wall of China 2.0. 
While just getting around can be 
hard enough, one of the biggest 
problems is not only the journey, 
but the destination. As an expat 
teenager, I understand the com-
plications with simply trying to 
get out and enjoy yourself. Be-
lieve it or not, there are several 
western appealing places for 
teenagers to go.

There are numerous places 
around Xi’an that westerners 
wouldn’t dare set foot into, yet, 
within these places, sometimes 
lie all you have needed from the 
city. Xiao Zhai (小寨), or ‘Student 
City’ is located on Chang An road 
(长安路), is easily locatable for 
taxi drivers, and can be found 
by taking the #600, #603, and 

#K605 bus. In the double-story 
square, you can locate anything, 
from electric guitars to stilettos! 
Its wide range of clothes, fashion 
accessories, and musical itiner-
aries attract hundreds of people 
a day. For the best, stress-free 
experience in Xiao Zhai, it’s best 
to go on a weekday when people 
are at work; otherwise it can get 
very overcrowded and clammy. 

From Chinese rural shopping 
areas to a totality of western 
stores, Vivo City (怡丰城) is a 
new complex specifically de-
veloped for westerners in Xi’an. 
Located near the Second Ring 
Road, it’s a 15 minute taxi ride 
from Gao Xin Road (高新路). The 
relieving feeling when stepping 
into a Mango or H&M and find-
ing exactly what you are looking 
for is one of the best. Its several 
floors cover everything from 
scrumptious Western/ Chinese 

food to elegant and inexpensive 
clothes. Although few taxi driv-
ers know it, its calming environ-
ment is a must-go for teenagers 
looking for a relaxing time out 
with friends. 

Another Western/Chinese insti-
tution that is a must-see is West-
ern Tang Market (大唐西市). 
While it is a little far out of town 
(sited inside Da Yan Ta), I highly 
recommend taking a trip there 
one time. While you’re there, 
English movies (not just subti-
tles!), Western style shopping, 
and a variety of restaurants are 
at your disposal. It’s one of those 
places you can walk around for 
hours, while eating copious 
amounts of ice cream of course, 
and still find new shops. Wheth-
er you’re looking for a rebellious 
night out or a relaxing shopping 
trip with friends, Western Tang 
Market is the place to be. 
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In addition to all the forego-
ing, an obscure mall called Min 
Sheng Mall (民生商场)  attracts 
the attention of our teenage 
minds. When there, you can 
spend time at the large and 
thrilling ice skating rink, sim-
ply meander around the shops, 
such as Sephora, or relax in Star-
bucks.  Cheap and of good qual-
ity, it contributes to much of our 
entertainment, and it provides a 
form of leisure for us that cannot 
be found anywhere else in Xi’an.  

To round off, while hundreds 
of people believe that there is 
nothing to do in Xi’an, but that 
is not true, you just need to look 
for longer. Inside miniscule 
shopping centers and malls, you 
could find everything you may 
ever need. Sometimes from just 

biting your tongue, getting over 
the dirty floors and staring from 
the locals, you can find amazing 
things in this city. These four 
institutions supply all of the 
entertainment my friends and I 

get a hold of. They can be wan-
dered around for hours, eaten 
at, shopped at, whatever you do 
for fun, these places guarantee a 
fun filled day.  
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I am from the stereo typically (and not so wrongly assumed) rainy country of England.  I study at Xi’an High Tech 
International School. If you wish to get in touch with me or ask any questions or comments, please do by contacting 
this e-mail address: phoebe_smile@hotmail.co.uk.

Da Tang Xi Shi
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Pub QuizPub Quiz
belgian bar and xianease April was a full house it was also the owner of the Belgian Bar’s birthday 

making this one of the noisiest and sloppiest trivia nights we’ve had a NEW 
team Scones, Pots and Other Sundry Items took the win and the beer! Come 
on and get involved!  

www.xianease.com/events 

MAY  2013
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salsa night

Dancing the night away with some of the 
most talented dancers in Xi’an we filled De-
mon bar with great music and some pretty 
good moves. Miss this one? No matter De-
mon Bar holds weekly Salsa Nights every 
Friday night starting at 8pm so head on over 
and give it a try…you never know you might 
be a natural. 

xianeasewww.xianease.com    MAY  2013
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Photo safari Qing long temPle

dinosaur ProPhet at Vice Versa

www.xianease.com    xianease44 APRIL  2013

This month the Photo Club headed out to 
see the Cherry Blossoms – problem was…
there were no blossoms…not to be deterred 
they ventured forth and found the Qing Long 
Temple a great place with lots to photograph. 
Want to get involved check them out 
www.xianease.com/photo

Heating up the stage and bringing some great 
punk and rock Dinosaur Prophet lit up Vice 
Versa and brought the crowd to its feet sing-
ing and dancing along! They perform every 
Tuesday night at Vice Versa around 10pm – 
head out grab a beer and enjoy! 
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hash run

The crap weather mid-month led the run to 
be a quiet affair but the hashers that came 
out battled the weekend Xiao Zhai crowds 
and ended up across town having a great din-
ner with some new and unexpected friends. 
The weather is getting better want to come 
out? www.xianease.com/hhh 
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G7  The Belgian Bar
杰诺比利时酒吧
Shun Cheng Nan Lu #69
(East Side Inside The South 
Gate)
南门顺城南路中段69号
(南门里东侧150米处)
Phone: 029-8725 6656
            13201672369
A popular and friendly pub with 
Xian’s largest Belgian beer 
selection including two Belgian 
draft beers. Happy Hour 5PM to 
8PM daily. 
Food served lunch and dinner.

E8  Park Qin
秦文化主题酒吧 
#2 Shun Cheng Xi Xiang near 
the South Gate
顺城西巷2号靠近南门	
Phone: 029-8728 7720 
Located just inside the South 
Gate, this is a popular bar for 
both westerners and chinese. 
They serve Heineken on draft.

E10  De Fu Lou Cafe & Bar
德福楼酒吧
#39, De Fu Xiang Street (Bar 
Street)
德福巷39号
Phone: 029-8728 3630
One of the first bars ever to 
open in Xian and a favourite 
hangout for locals. Live football 
on the big screen and live music 
every night. Paulaner and Vedett 
Blond on tap.

D8  Just Enjoy Life Bar 
里享生活馆
Southwest corner inside the city 
wall, the new bar street
城墙内西南墙角新酒吧一条街
Phone:  029-8738 6888  

Hours:  11:00 -- 2:00
F8  GELIN
格林餐吧
#1F101, XiYun Jewelry 
City,South Part of ST.Bai Shu 
Lin  柏树林南段
Phone: 029-8736 0997
Hour: 19:00 -- 21:00
Carlsberg Draft & Tequila 
Sunrise.20%. 
LADIES NIGHT. 21:00~23:00
All Cocktails 50% Off.
Every expat can get a free mem-

bership card.

E7  Fantasy
范特西
5th & 6th floor, #46 South Street
西安市南大街46号5-6层
New disco club located on 
South Street.
Phone: 029-8763 3999

E7  Salsa Club
莎莎俱乐部
7th floor of Parkson, Xida Jie
西大街百盛7楼
Phone: 029-8728 6666
            15929550010
One of the most crowded clubs 
in Xi’an. Located 5  
minutes walk from the bell tower.

E7 Club 1+1
后宫
Attached No.1 of #51,South 
Avenue,Xi’an .
西安南大街51号付1号

F6  Habana Club in Sofitel
哈瓦那
#319, Dong Xin Street
陕西省西安市东新街319号
Phone: 13571887543
The pulsating sound of live 
Latin music and creative cock-
tails thrill patrons in this superb-
ly upbeat cigar and wine bar. 

Features 10 karaoke rooms with 
a big selection of international 
and 中文 hits.

J8 Fantasy KTV
真爱范特西KTV
#159,Xingqing nan lu
碑林区兴庆南路159号
Phone: 029-8813 1234

E6  Party World
钱柜
#1, North Street
西安西华门1号凯爱大厦1-3
层
Phone: 029-6267 8888

F10  Real Love
真爱娱乐广场
#1 Chang’an North Road, op-
posite the Shaanxi library
长安北路1号1 
Phone: 029-8525 1234

F9  Tang Dynasty Show 
Palace
唐乐宫
Chang’an Lu, nearby the Coca-
cola stadium
长安路，临近省体育场
Phone: 029-8526 1633
The show is performed by 
the “Tang Dynasty Song & 
Dance Troupe”, a branch of the 
“Shaanxi Provincial Song & 
Dance Troupe”. 

G8  Shaanxi Grand 
Opera House
陕西歌舞大剧院
#165 Wenyi Bei Lu

文艺北路165号
Phone: 029-8785 3295
Provides the professional Tang 
Dynasty Dance and Music 
Show together with dinner.
Dinner: After 18:00
Show: After 19:00

J7  Changan Banquet
长安夜宴
Changle Theatre, #17 Jinhua 
South Road
金花南路17号长乐剧院 (咸宁
桥以北300米处）
Phone: 029-8322 1111
Changan Banquet is the latest 
dinner & performance show 
now open in Xi’an

.

 Sculpting in Time 
雕刻时光

J8  #28 Xianning West Road
雁塔区咸宁西路28号交大一
村四舍(交大商场往西500米)
Spacious and comfortable cafe
Phone: 029-8537 5772

F12  #41 ShiDa Lu, YanTa 
District
西安市雁塔区师大路41号2楼
Phone: 029-8522 8182
Hours  08:30 -- 23:30

F12  2F, Golden Bridge Plaza, 
Keji Lu
高新区科技路金桥国际广场
BC座2层
Phone: 029-8886 0857
Hours  08:30 -- 23:30

E7  NanYuan Men, BeiLin 
District
碑林区南院门

NIGHTLIFE - ENTERTAINMENT
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Shows
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We have lots more listings online either use your smart phone and scan the QR code or go to
www.xianease.com/xianguide to check them all out!!!
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Phone: 029-8762 5857
Hours  08:30 -- 23:30

F12  Village Café
香村咖啡馆
#32 Shida Lu, Nearby the Shanxi 
Normal University
雁塔区师大路32号
Phone: 029-8522 2150
Located in the south by Wai 
Yuan and Shi Da.
F7  NONO Cafe
NONO咖啡
#113 South Avenue
西安市南大街东木头市113号
Phone: 029-8726 5599
Hours  9:30 -- 00:00

King Coffee
K 咖啡

F7  #1st Floor of Fang Hui 
Mansion, No. 383 East Street
东大街383号方汇大厦B1楼

F7  #52, Nan Da Jie
西安市南大街52号

F11  #25, Yan Ta West Road 
西安市大唐通易坊25号
Hours  9:00 -- 22:30

F8  Squirrel café
松鼠家咖啡
100 meters to the west along the 
wall inside He Ping Men
碑林区和平门内沿城墙向西
100米
Phone: 029-8752 4343
            137 0023 2148
Hours  10:00 -- 22:00

F8  Back Nook Cafe 
后角咖啡
100m inside Dong Shun Cheng 
lane,South Gate, Xi’an
西安市南门里东顺城巷内
100米 
Phone:029-8725 3257
www.backnookbar.com
Hours  11:00 -- 01:00

E6  Colabo 
Italian Restaurant
COLABO意大利餐厅

11F, K.I.Tower, #1 of Xihuamen
西安市西华门凯爱大厦11层
Phone: 029-7201501/87201502
Colabo is one of those places 
that once you set foot in you 
realize that you are in for a good 
meal.
Hours 11:30 -15:00(L.O.14:00)
           17:30 -22:00(L.O.21:15)

F5  Burger King
汉堡王
地铁二号线北大街站C出口
B1层
Phone:8738 8321
Hours 8:00am-10:00pm

Subway
赛百味

E7  西大街店
#125 the West Street
西大街 125号，百盛购物中
心西侧
Hours  7:00 -- 22:30
Phone: 029-8727 4255 (Deliver)

G11  大雁塔店
Great Tang’s All Day Mall, 
South Square of Big Wild 
Goose Pagoda.
大唐不夜城新乐汇内，中国
银行旁
Hours  8:00 -- 22:30
Phone: 029-8557 3669 (Deliver)

F8  高新店
#17,Gaoxin 1st.Road
高新一路17号
Phone: 029-8826 9812 (Deliver)

Small World Café
小世界咖啡
G11  Big Goose Pagoda Location
Huanta Nanlu, Da Yan Ta   
大雁塔环塔南路6号
Phone: 029-8557 3949
Friendly dutch owned cafe serv-
ing both western and chinese 
food. Check out their Terracotta 
Warrior breakfasts.

3 Royal 3 Houses
3皇3家
E7  South Nan Guan Jie Branch
1st Floor, Wei Ye Building, 
#69 Nan Guan Road
碑林区南广济街69号伟业大
厦1楼
Hours  09:00 -- 23:30
G10  Northern Square Branch
Building C of Big Wild 
Goose Pagoda
大雁塔北广场C座
Hours  09:00 -- 23:30

B9  High Tech Zone Branch
Next to KFC, Gaoxin
高新区高新路25号希格玛大
厦一层

A9  Boпгa
伏尔加俄罗斯餐厅酒吧
No.5-10201,2F, lai an yi jing 
shopping area, #1, tang yan lu, 
gaoxin district.
Phone:029-8816 9595
Hours:  09:00-02:00

F6  Azur by Sofitel
雅箸餐厅
East Wing Lobby, Sofitel on 
Renmin Square
新城区东新街319号雅高人民
大厦索菲特酒店东楼1
Phone:029-8792 8888
Hours  05:30 -- 11:30

Paulaner Bräuhaus 
Experience the Paulaner Bräu-
haus Xi’an, the only microbrew-
ery in town that serves fresh 
home-brewed Paulaner beer and 
authentic Bavarian cuisine in 
a warm and friendly environ-
ment which is bursting with 
excitement!
Add:Level 1, Kempinski Hotel 
Xi’an ,No. 6 West Section, 
Euro-Asia Avenue, Chanba 
Ecological District
Phone: 029-8355 0000/8333
Hours  11:30 -- 14:30
            17:30 -- 00:00

G11 Bierhaus
德瑞坊
#6,Tong Yi Fang,Yan Ta West 
Road,Xi’an
西安雁塔区雁塔西路大唐通
易坊6号
Phone: 029-8543 0602
Hours  11:30 -- 23:00

E6  Colabo 
Italian Restaurant
COLABO意大利餐厅 

11F, K.I.Tower, #1 of Xihuamen
西安市西华门凯爱大厦11层
Phone: 029-87201501/87201502
Colabo is one of those places 
that once you set foot in you 
realize that you are in for a good 
meal.
Hours 11:30 -15:00(L.O.14:00)
           17:30 -22:00(L.O.21:15)

L’acquolina in bocca
阿果里呐
B12 #5 Tai Bai Ban Road, zi 
wei shang ceng, 2nd, east build-
ing, shop no.20107
高新区太白南路5号紫薇尚层
东2号楼20107
Phone: 029-8889 4573
Hours  11:00 -- 20:00 (Sunday off)

A9 Ke Ji road xi kou,no.18 du 
shi yin xiang street, ground 
floor, shop no.10116
高新区科技路西口都市印象街
区18栋1层10116
Phone: 13363990100
Hours: 11:00 -- 21:00

CAFES & RESTAURANTS
Restaurants

Western

Pizza
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Papa John’s
棒约翰

G11 1st&2nd Floor,Happy 
Mall,Dayan Pagoda Plaza.
曲江新区大雁塔南广场东南侧
新乐汇A5区1,2层
Phone:029-8535 8732
Hours:10:30-22:30

G5 Wanda Plaza,Min Le Yuan, 
Jie Fang Road.
解放路民乐园万达广场
Phone:029-8740 2921
Hours:10:00-22:00

E8  High Fly Pizza
高飞比萨
#73 Huancheng Nan Lu
朱雀门外环城南路73号
Phone: 029-8841 0626
Hours  11:00 -- 22:00

F11  Delhi Darbar
新德里餐厅
#3 Da Tang tong Yi Fang, Yanta 
Xi Lu
雁塔西路大唐通易坊东头3号
Phone: 029-85255157
Very popular restaurant serving 
authentic Indian dishes. Great 
food, a nice atmosphere and 
reasonable prices make this a 
favourite.
Hours  10:30 -- 23:00

G11  Cacaja
印度菜菜
#46 Yanta Xi Lu
雁塔西路46号
Phone: 029-85252536
Hours  11:30 -- 16:30
            17:30 -- 22:30

C12  
Inimitable Restaurant
旺角创意餐厅

Japanese cuisine; BBQ; Dessert.
科技五路旺座现代城C座
Block C, wangzuo xiandai-
cheng, ke ji 5 lu, Gaoxin.
Phone:029-88785478
Hours: 11:00-14:00
            17:00-21:30

Qing Du Li
青都里多国料理
J9  5F Yuehao Haihuang Hotel,     
#1 South of Donger Huan
东二环南段1号粤好海皇酒
店5楼

Phone: 029-82216999
Hours  11:00 -- 14:00
            17:00 -- 21:30

B9  1F Xie Tong Buliding,#12 
Gaoxin Er Lu
高新二路12号协同大厦1楼
Phone: 029-83150666
Hours  11:00 -- 14:00
            17:00 -- 21:30

F6  Koi by Sofitel
锦鲤餐厅
#319 Dongxin Jie
东新街319号
The light yet distinctive flavour 
of Japanese dishes prepared 
by Japanese chefs. Featuring 
teppanyaki tables, sushi area, 
private tatami rooms and deli-
cious a la carte selections.
Phone: 029-8792 8888ext 4689
Hours  11:30 -- 14:00
            17:30 -- 22:00

Ajisen Ramen
味千拉面
G9  1F, Wan Da Shopping Mall, 
#8 Yanta Lu
雁塔路8号万达广场1楼
Phone: 029-85560358
Hours  10:00 -- 22:00

E7  2F, Melody Hotel, #86 
Xida Jie
西大街86号美伦酒店2楼
Phone: 029-87639368
Hours  10:00 -- 22:00

E9  Sarabol
萨拉伯尔韩国料理
#14 Chang’an Bei Lu, East gate 
of the Shaanxi Stadium
长安北路14号
Phone: 029-8559 0088
This is a nice Korean restaurant; 
they serve the best Korean food 
in Xi’an. The barbecue makes 
you mouth water and the hand-
pulled noodles in soup are tasty.
Hours  11:00 -- 21:30

E7  Tudari
土大力
2F, INTIME Shopping Mall, 
#48 Xida Jie
西大街48号银泰广场2楼
Phone: 029-8727 1264
Hours  11:00 -- 23:00

B9  Bai xing Chu Fang
百姓厨房
#6 Guangde Lu

光德路6号
Phone: 029-8831 7280
Hours  11:30 -- 21:30

Da Pan Ji
新疆大盘鸡餐厅
#161 Han Chen South Road
汉城南路161号
Phone: 029-8425 3959
Hours  11:00 -- 21:30

B8  Lao Pu Kao Ya
北京老铺烤鸭
#1 Laodong Bei Lu 
劳动北路1号
Phone: 029-8864 5888
Hours  11:00 -- 14:30
            16:00 -- 21:00

Grand Hong Kong
大香港鲍翅酒楼

B9  #3 Gaoxin Road
高新路三号   
Phone: 029-8122 6785
Hours  7:00 -- 11:00
           10:30 -- 14:30

H7  #1 middle of Huancheng 
Dong Lu
环城东路中段1号   
Phone: 029-8240 3688
Hours  7:00 -- 11:00
           10:30 -- 14:30

G11  Tianlong Vegetarian 
天龙宝严素食馆
#1 Yanta West Road
雁塔西路1号
Phone: 029-8526 6880
Hours  11:00 -- 21:00

G11  Datang Vegetarian
大唐素食坊
#5 Yanta 1st Road
雁塔一路5号207

F9  xiao Yang Kao Rou
小杨烤肉
#256 Jianshe Xi Lu
建设西路256号
Phone: 029-8110 1825
Hours  10:00 -- 14:00
            17:00 -- 04:00

E6  Hui Min Jie
回民街
Near Drum Tower
鼓楼旁边

Hai Di Lao
海底捞

G10  #11, South of Yanta Lu
雁塔路南段11号
Phone: 029-8553 6971
Hours  10:30 -- 03:00

B9  3F, Gao Ke Buliding, #1 
Gaoxin Si Lu
高新四路1号高科广场3楼
Phone: 029-8836 1337
Hours  10:30 -- 03:00

C7  Jing Fu Hua
京福华
#27 Xiguanzheng Jie
西关正街27号
Phone: 029-8862 6321
Hours  11:00 -- 22:00

C9  Bibini Nice-cream
比比里意大利冰淇淋店
Gelato, Coffee, Dessert, Snacks 
太白路立交，怡丰城，负一
层步行街
Basement 1, Vivo City, TaiBai 
roundabout
Phone: 029-8730 0162
Hours  10:00-22:00

Baskin Robbins
芭斯罗缤

B9  1F Xinhui Buliding, 
#25 Gaoxin Lu
高新路25号新汇大厦1楼
Phone: 029-8825 6863
Hours  09:30 -- 23:00

F7 #1 Luo Ma Shi, South of 
Min Sheng Shopping Mall
骡马市1号民生百货南侧
Phone: 029-8765 6554
Hours  09:30 -- 23:00

G10  #2 Yanta Lu, Northern 
Square Branch Building 
雁塔路2号大雁塔北广场西侧
Phone: 029-8740 3182
Hours  09:30 -- 23:00

HaagenDazs
哈根达斯

B10  1F Ginwa Shop-
ping Mall, #33 Keji Lu                                   
科技路33号世纪金花购物中
心1楼
Phone: 029-8832 3135
Hours  10:30 -- 23:00

E8  #88 Nanguan Zheng Jie           
南关正街88号巴黎春天购物
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中心1楼
Phone: 029-8765 1591
Hours  10:30 -- 23:00

Lotus Supermarket
易初莲花超市

A10  #3 Tang Yan Road
唐延路3号，枫叶新都市对面
Thai supermarket.

F12  Southeast of the Television 
Tower on Changan Street
电视塔东南角

J5  Northwest Hu Jia Miao 
Intersection
胡家庙十字西北角

E9  Korean Supermarket
韩国食品超市
#18 Xin Yuan Residential Area 
Tian Tan West Road
天坛西路杏园小区18号楼
Phone: 029-8533 6200  
            13379037071
Hours  08:00 -- 21:00

F12  Metro
麦德龙超市
#86 Chan’ an Road, 50 meters 
to the TV Tower
长安南路86号，临近电视塔

Western Supermarket located 
next to the TV tower in the 
South of Xi’an. This is one 
of the best places in Xi’an to 
purchase imported food such as 
cheese, beer, wine, meats and 
those hard to find ingredients.

F7  Wal-Mart
沃尔玛
Luo Ma Shi Pedestrian Street
骡马市商业步行街

F7  Kai Yuan Shopping Mall
开元商城
#6 East Avenue next to the Bell 
Tower
东大街解放市场6号
Phone: 029-8723 5340

F7  Zhong Da International 
Shopping Center
中大国际
30 South Street
南大街30号
Phone: 029-8720 3000
Hours  10:00 -- 22:00

Ginwa Shopping Center
世纪金花购物中心

G9  #1 Xida Jie next to the 
bell tower
西大街1号钟鼓楼广场
Phone: 029-87631708
G5  #55 Keji Lu

科技路55号
Phone: 029-6296 1099
Hours  10:00 -- 22:00

Wan Da Shopping Mall
万达广场

G9  #8 North of Yanta Lu
雁塔路北段8号

G5  Wulu Kou
五路口东南角

E6  Grand Ocean
大洋百货
Beida Jie
北大街

Ren He Tea Market
人和茶叶市场
#101 Chang Le Zhong Road
长乐中路101号

Shaanxi Qing Gong  
Tea Market
陕西轻工茶城
Yi Wu Market, #188 Chang Le 
Central Road
长乐中路188号 义乌商城

E10  Bai Hui Market
百汇市场
Bai Hui Market, Chang’an 
Central Road
长安中路 百汇市场

I5  Duo Cai Wholesale 
Clothing Mall
多彩服装商城
215 Chang Le West Road
长乐西路215号

Hua Dong Wholesale Cloth-
ing Market
华东服装商城

E12  Chang’an Store:
Wu Jia Fen, Chang’an  
South Road
长安南路陕西师范大学对面 
吴家坟

E9  Impulse Fitness Equipment
英派斯商用力量产品
#14 Changan North Road 
Building D of Shaanxi TiJiao  
Building, Xi’an.
长安北路14号省体育场南大

门东侧 省体教公寓D座1层
Phone: 029-8523 0026
Hours  09:00 -- 18:00

Five Ring Outlets
五环工厂店
B9  #18 Gaoxin Lu
高新路18号

J8  South of Er Huan  Dong Lu 
东二环与咸宁西路交叉十字

Traditional Chinese  
Medicine Market
西安万寿路中药材市场
Wan Shou Road North, Xi’an.
万寿北路

Lao Bai xing  
Medicine Store
老百姓大药房

E5  Beida Jie intersection
北大街十字
Phone: 029-8721 1888

Suning Home Appliance
苏宁电器

E5  #23 Lian Hu Road
莲湖路23号
Phone: 029-8731 9196
Hours  09:30 -- 19:00

Guo Mei  Appliance
国美电器

B10  1 Keji Lu
科技路1号
Phone: 029-8856 9620
Hours  09:00 -- 21:30

H1  Da Ming Gong  
Furniture Center
大明宫建材家具城
#180 Tai Hua Bei Road
太华北路180号
Phone: 029-8811 6666
Hours  09:30 -- 18:00

San Sen International Furni-
ture Center
三森国际家居汇展中心
#18 Chang’an Nan Road, 
YanTa District
长安南路18号
Phone: 029-85337891
Hours  09:00 -- 18:30
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Armrit International  
Furniture Center
阿姆瑞特国际家具中心
South side of the Zi  Wei  Tian  
Yuan  Residential Area
紫薇田园都市南侧
Phone: 029-8569 1236
Hours  09:40 -- 17:30

C9  Macalline
红星美凯龙
#1 Taibai North Road, 
Bei Lin District
碑林区太白北路1号
Phone: 029-6262 6666
Hours  09:30 -- 18:30

I6  Ba Xian An Antique 
Market
八仙庵古玩市场
Ba Xian An, An Ren Fang, Bei 
Lin District
新城区安仁坊八仙庵

F8  Shu Yuan Gate
书院门
Shu Yuan Gate,  
南门里书院门

E8  Xi’an Antique City
西安古玩市场
#2 Central Section of 
Zhu Que Avenue
朱雀大街2号

G11  Sheng Tang Pottery 
Store
盛唐工艺坊
41 Da Tang Shopping Street, 
Yanta West Road
雁塔西路大唐通易坊41号
Phone: 029-8525 6318
Hours  09:00 -- 22:30

E6  Bei Yuan Gate
北院门
Bei Yuan Gate,  
Lian Hu District
莲湖区北院门

E6  Muslim Street
回民街
Hui Min Street,  
Drum Tower Square
鼓楼广场回民街

F7  Belltower Bookstore
钟楼新华书店
#337 East avenue
东大街377号
Phone: 029-8721 6194

F10  Wang Bang Book City
万邦图书城
#126 Xiao Zhai East Road
小寨东路126号百隆广场一层
Phone: 029-8793 7360
F11  zhong Shan Book Mall
中山书城
#158 Yan Ta Road, Xi’an.
雁塔西路158号
Phone: 029-8523 5456

E9  Yanta Flower Market
小雁塔苗圃市场
Zhu Que Avenue
朱雀大街，西安体育学院后
门对面

B9  Megafit Fitness Center
美格菲
#3 Gao Xin Lu
高新路3号
Phone: 029-8823 6688
Providing top quality equip-
ment, with international stand-
ards of management

E7  Megafit Fitness Center
#80 South Jie, Xi’an
南大街 80号
Phone: 029-8727 6688

A9 zuoYouKe 

Theme Hotel左右客
room Rsv.86-029-88861678
Meal Rsv.86-029-89189153
西安市高新区高新四路14号
#14,4th Gaoxin Road, Hi-Tech 
District,Xi’an
www.zuoyouke.cn
http://blog.sina.com.cn/zuoyouke

G11 The Westin Xian
西安威斯汀大酒店
#66 Ci En Road, Qu Jiang New 
District, Xi’an
曲江新区慈恩路66号
Phone: 029-6568 6568
For a better you! Enter a Westin® 
hotel, and you’ll immediately no-
tice how good it feels to be here.

E8  Swisstouches
瑞斯丽酒店
#22 Feng Hui South Road, 
GaoXin District, Xian.
西安高新区沣惠南路22号
Phone: (86 29) 6858 8888 
ext. 6128 
www.swisstouchesxian.com

F6  Sofitel Xi’an
#319 Dongxin Street
西安索菲特人民大厦东楼一、
二层
Phone: 029-8792 8888
The Touch Spa provides sophis-
ticated services for high-end 
customers
Grand Park Xian Hotel

E8  Grand Park xian Hotel
西安城堡酒店
#12 Xi Duan Huan Cheng Nan Lu
皇城南路西段12号
An elegant atmosphere, ad-
vanced facilities service, we are 
the ideal choice 

B7  Sheraton xian Hotel
喜来登大酒店
#262 Feng Hao East Rd
沣镐东路 262 号
Phone: 029-8426 1888
A comprehensive Health and 
Fitness Centre 

B10  Shangri-La Hotel, Xian
香格里拉大酒店
#38 Keji Road
高新区科技路38号
Phone:029-8875 8888
Luxurious spa treatments and a 
fully equipped health club 

Kempinski Hotel xi’an
西安凯宾斯基酒店
#6 West Section, Euro-Asia Ave-
nue, Chanba Ecological District
中国西安浐灞生态区欧亚大道
西段6号 

Phone: 029- 8355 0000

J5 Golden 
Flower 
Hotel, xian
西安金花大酒店
#8 Chang Le Road West, Xian
西安市长乐西路8号
Phone: 029-8323 2981 

Citadines
西安馨乐庭服务公寓

E7  Citadines Central Xi’an
西安馨乐庭城中服务公寓
#36 Zhubashi, Beilin District, 
Xi’an,China
西安市碑林区竹笆市36号   
Phone: 029-8576 1188

A9  Citadines Gaoxin Xi’an

西安馨乐庭高新服务公寓  
#13 Gaoxin Si Road, Hi-Tech 
Zone, Xi’an , China
西安市高新区高新四路13号  
Phone: 029-8843 7888

J8  Citadines Xingqing Palace 
Xi’an
西安馨乐庭兴庆宫服务公寓
#159 Xingqing Road, Beilin 
District, Xi’an,China
西安市碑林区兴庆路159号  
Phone: 029-8338 0588

E9  Real Love Spa
真爱年华洗浴广场
#38, middle of Zhuque Street.
朱雀大街中段38号
Phone: 029-8840 1234

A9  Victoria Spa 
维多利亚浴场
#210 West Taoyuan, West of 2rd 
South Ring
南二环西段西桃园210号
Phone: 029-8428 8888

E7  Qing Jian Bathing Place
清见御所
Northeast Corner of Wuwei 
Cross, #53 Nanyuan Gate
南院门53号五味十字东北角
Phone: 029-8725 3333/

Chinese Training Center – 
Xi’an International School
We specialize in teaching both 
the language and its culture in 
a one-on-one setting. Courses 
offered include both basic and 
specializes focuses. We have a 
relaxing environment and person-
alized learning plans to fit every 
students needs and abilities. 
Contact us for more information 
and to start learning today.
Address: #5 Zi Wu Da Dao, 
Yanta District
Tel: 029-8533-5014
Email: reception@xianinterna-
tionalschool.com

C10 Unique Performance 
Training Center
西安卓越教育培训中心
The best language training 
center in town. We specialise 
in the teaching of Chinese, 
Korean, Japanese & English.
Email: services@xianki.com
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www.up-xian.com 
Phone: 029-8821 9696

F12 Eastern Home Lan-
guage Service
Specialize in basic through 
advanced Chinese courses for 
adults and children, we also of-
fer Culture cources and Living 
Services.
Address: Hengdaguoji 918# (lo-
cated 100 meters south of Shida)
Tel: 029-85439803
        (9a.m.- 6p.m.)
Cellphone:13772074121
               (24 hours)
Email: yaxiya1981@163.com
www.eastern-home.com

Faithful Language School
A place where your language 
dreams come true
We offer you: Professional 
teachers who suit your learn-
ing style; Effective teaching 
methods that are customized to 
your needs. A relaxed learning 
atmosphere and flexible study 
times; Understanding Chinese 
Culture through diverse activi-
ties; Year round language stu-
dent visas and enrolment; and 
Continued Helpfulness that will 
make your daily life simpler
Located Near the TV Tower
Phone: 029 – 85320253
www.faithchina.com 

Xi’an International School
西安国际学校
#5 Zi Wu Da Dao, Yan Ta Qu
雁塔区子午大道5号
Phone: 029-8533 5014
www.xianinternationalschool.
com
For more information contact: 
reception@xianinternationals-
chool.com or call 029-8533-
5014

Hanova International 
School
汉诺威
office phone :15934819225
Email:may.liu@his-xian.com
Website:www.his-xian.com
facebook:www.facebook.com/
Hanovalntl
Address:Hanova International 
Department of Bodi School 188 
Yudou Road,Xian

Xi’an Hi-Tech  
International School
西安高新国际学校
XHIS International School is 
managed by Season Gate.

Zi Wei Tian Yuan Du Shi
紫薇田园都市
Email: contact@xhisid.com
www.xhisid.com

B10  Xi’an international 
medical center
俪人医院
Open 24 hours a day 7 days a 
week with English speaking doc-
tors and staff
Appointments: 18220188085   
Email: twp01@163.com             
#30 Ke Ji Rd (east of the Ke Ji 
Rd and Gao Xin Rd intersection) 
Inside Liren Hospital
高新区科技路30号

A10  xi’an Gaoxin Hospital
西安高新医院
#16 Tuanjie Nanlu, 
Hi-Tech Zone
高新区团结南路16号
Phone: 029-8833 0116
www.gxyy.net

E6  Shaanxi Traditional 
Chinese Medicine Hospital
陕西中医医院
#2 Xi Hua Men, North Street
Phone: 029-881 2800

B10  TianYou 
Children’ Hospital
西安天佑医院
#9 Keji Road 科技路9号
Phone: 029-8846 8888

I4  Qin Du Dentistry
秦都医院
English speaking dentists.
#7 Kang Fu Road
康复路7号

J8  English Speaking Dentist
英文牙科
Overseas-experienced dentist. 
Xi’an Jiaotong University, 
Jiaoda Shangcheng Jie
西安交通大学交大商场街
Phone: 13319299518

F10  Big Feet Ancestor
大足神农
#109, Xi Mu Tou Shi.
碑林区西木头市109号
Phone: 029-8728 0068

A9  Liangzi Foot Massage
良子健身

4F,A Building, chuang ye 
square, keji road, Gaoxin
高新区科技路创业广场A座4楼
Phone: 029-8725 0000
Hours: 11:00 – 01:30

A9 Ri Yue Tan
日月潭足道
3F, Meigui building,
#25,KeJi Road
高新区科技路25号玫瑰大楼3
楼(近葡国餐厅)
Phone: 029-8833 8586
Hours: 11:00am – 3:00am

E8 Jing ya xuan
静雅轩足浴保健
#18,Xiang Zi Miao Jie, West 
side of South Gate
碑林区南门里湘子庙街18号
Phone: 029-872 65200 
Hours: 11:00 – 02:00

Santa Fe
Relocation
Services xi’an
Carol Wang 
T: (86)133-5925-6597
E: xian@santafe.com.cn
www.santaferelo.com

IT Services
Professional 
hardware 
and software 
computer network maintenance 
and trouble shooting, offering 
one-time, monthly, or annual 
maintenance on all existing net-
work types. 
Phone: 029-8720 1616  
            13991135322

Silk Road Ventures (SRV)
A full service expat services 
company working to make your 
life easier.
From Relocation and House 
Hunting, to Cleaning Services 
and Utility Maintenance  
Find out today how they can 
make your life easier!
Phone: 029-88193164
Email: info@srvchina.com
www.srvchina.com

F10  Leo&Louis 
          Tailor-made
         成衣定制
The bset tailor made suits in 
Xi’an.
Tel: 13772111223(English)
       18992874669(Chinese)
Add:NO.10434,4F,215 Chang 
an Road(middle),Xi;an.
长安中路215号西旅国际潮
BUY汇
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APRIL
Pub Quiz Questions

April was a full house with more teams 
than one could shake a stick at (there 
was no room for stick shaking). It was 
also the owner of the Belgian Bar’s 
birthday so each table was given a free 
three liters of beer making this one of 
the noisiest and sloppiest trivia nights 
we’ve had...but the surprises didn’t stop 
there...a NEW team Scones, Pots and 
Other Sundry Items took the win and 
finally broke the winning streak of...that 
other team we don’t even remember the 
name of AMAZING! Think you can take it 
from the new guys?Come on down and 
give it a try! 

Want the answers? Head over to   
www.xianease.com/trivia
for this month’s answers

Across
3.      Who was the American member of Monty Python?
4.       What TV series is an adaptation of the novel series, A Song 
of Ice and Fire?
6.      The dodo, the now-extinct bird, lived exclusively on which 
island?
8.      What is the last letter of the Greek alphabet?
9.     For which film did Clint Eastwood win his first Academy 
Award?
12.   What character did Clark Gable play in ‘Gone with the 
Wind’?
15.    Who was the first Prime Minister of the UK who did not 
have a wife?
17.    What book was used by William the Conqueror to inventory 
his new kingdom of England?
20.    What band refused to attend its induction into the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame, calling the museum ‘a piss stain’?
24.    How many musicians are in a quartet?
25.    What sword was supposedly wielded by the legendary 
British King Arthur?

down
1.      What restaurant chain was founded by Sylvester Stallone, 
Bruce Willis, and Arnold Schwarzenegger, among others?
2.     Which Greek dish is basically a cucumber yoghurt with 
garlic, olives, and chives?
5.       What brand of condom is named after an Egyptian pharaoh?
7.      In Billy Joel’s son, Piano Man, what is the real estate novel-
ist’s name?
10.   Who was the oldest man in the Bible?
11.   With an average seating capacity of 150,000 people, the 
largest permanent stadium in the world is in which country?
13.    Who is the only Englishman to have been knighted, canon-
ized, and executed?
14.    The island of Komodo, home to the famous Komodo dragon, 
is part of which country?
16.    What sport was banned by Scottish kings James II and James 
III because it interfered with archery practice?
18.   In which city did Anne Frank hide from the Nazis from 
1942-1944?
19.   Opened in the 8th century and officially licensed in 1040, 
the oldest still-operating beer brewery in the world is in which 
country?
21.    In which video game do the Terrans, Zerg, and Protoss fight 
for dominance?
22.   What colour was Moby Dick?
23.   Which country’s currency includes a coin with a picture of 
a Viking ship on it?
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It must first be said that Stanley Kubrick 
is one of the most prolific film makers of 

our time; he was also OCD to degrees that 
would scare most modern psychiatrists. 
His attention to detail was legendary and 
stories abound of actors breaking down 
after shooting the same scene over and 
over hundreds of times before he was 
satisfied. Because of this his movies are 
scrutinized and discussed more than any 
film maker in history. 

Room 237 is a documentary about the 
theories that surround his most famous 
film “The Shining”. It is an exploration 
of how people have interpreted and 
analyzed Kubrick’s movies to the point 
of obsession. While many mistook this 
film as presenting expert interpretation 
of “The Shining” it is not that. It is about 
the lengths people have gone in their ob-
servations and analysis of one of the most 

famous films of all time. 

These theories are fascinating to hear and 
they range from the plausible to the ab-
surd. Yet no matter how odd the theories 
get, there is always a scene or series of 
scenes that they can use to illustrate their 
theory. It is an homage to the greatness of 
Kubrick’s films that people can interpret 
them in a thousand different ways. 

I have always loved “The Shining” since 
the first time I watched it as a child and 
in many ways the movie still haunts me to 
this day. To see and hear people analyze 
one of my favorite films is fascinating as 
it transports me back to the feelings I had 
when I watched the film and much like the 
people in this documentary, it is a film that 
I have watched dozens of times. And each 
time I watch it, I too see a new piece of 
Kubrick magic.

I somehow finished both high school and 
college in the United States without 

reading The Great Gatsby, and finally read 
it only last year when I included it in my 
summer reading list. I read the book cover 
to cover within the span of an 8-hour car 
trip, which I can attribute to both the lack 
of distraction and the smooth, readable 
style of the book. With the upcoming re-
lease of the film adaptation of The Great 
Gatsby, it seems likely that the number of 
first-time readers will rise even higher. If 
you are considering seeing the movie and 
are unfamiliar with The Great Gatsby, al-
low me to introduce the novel and why it 
is considered one of the classics of Ameri-
can literature.

The narrator, Nick Carraway, is a young 
college graduate who moves from his na-
tive small Midwestern town to New York 
City. He rents a house on Long Island, 
where he is introduced to the company 
of his distant cousin, Daisy, and her brut-
ish, philandering husband, Tom. Mean-
while, Nick becomes fascinated by the 
wealth and opulence of his neighbor, Jay 
Gatsby. After attending a lavish party at 
Gatsby’s house, Nick becomes acquainted 
with Gatsby, a man only a few years older 
than himself, and the two become close 
friends. After making sure that he can 
trust Nick, Gatsby reveals that he fell in 
love with Daisy years ago but was too 
poor to marry her. Having made his for-
tune and chosen to live on Long Island just 
to be close to Daisy, Gatsby plans to use 
his friendship with Nick as a pretense to 
reintroduce himself to Daisy in the hope 
of winning her back. I can’t say much 
more about the plot without spoiling it, 

but Gatsby’s ambitions to fulfill his dream 
of earning Daisy’s love unleash a series of 
tragic events that cost him dearly.

Like most great works of literature, the 
brilliance of The Great Gatsby lies in the 
ability to use familiar themes to illuminate 
a particular time and place. The story is set 
against New York of the Roaring Twen-
ties, where Nick’s description of New York 
society’s decadence and depravity con-
trasts starkly with his recollections of his 
humble Midwestern roots. This contrast is 
reveal even more dramatically in Gatsby, 
who abandoned home in the Midwest 
to make his fortune in the East. He fol-
lowed the American dream – that anyone, 
regardless of birth, can achieve success 
through hard work and perseverance – 
and reached his goal of earning enough 
money to marry the woman he loved, 
only to be meet the persistent snobbery 
and suspicion of old money against the 
nouveau riche. The story illustrates the 
discrepancy between fantasy and reality 
and the disillusionment that results from 
unsatisfied dreams. In his role as narrator, 
Nick makes clear that Gatsby’s adolescent 
fantasy and his persistence in it as an adult 
caused his downfall, yet his wry observa-
tion never sermonizes or condemns. The 
Great Gatsby portrays its characters sim-
ply as they are and leaves readers to draw 
their own conclusions.

If you would like to discover or become re-
acquainted with a great American novel, 
then now is a great opportunity to read or 
reread The Great Gatsby before the film’s 
release. The book’s brevity and easy-to-
read style make it accessible to readers 

at different levels, and native English 
speakers can easily finish it in a weekend. 
The timeless themes, fascinating setting, 
and F. Scott Fitzgerald’s wonderfully vivid 
prose make The Great Gatsby a brisk and 
enjoyable read. If you’ve never read The 
Great Gatsby and are wondering what all 
the hype is about, or you only read it as 
a student and have forgotten why it was 
required reading in the first place, then 
I highly recommend expanding your cul-
tural literacy and picking up The Great 
Gatsby.

movie Review
Room 237: Kubrick’s Work Still Inspires

Book Review  The Great Gatsby

Article By Daemon Klute

Article By Caroline Miller

Daemon is an American/Canadian and 
has been living in Xi’an since 2004. He 
teaches at a local University and loves 
this city and everything it has to offer. If 
you would like to contact him or recom-
mend a movie/book/album for him to 
review contact him at  
daemon.klute@xianease.com

You can contact Caroline Miller at: 
cxmiller10@alumni.transy.edu
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Moving and looking to get rid of your 
stuff? Just arrived and looking for stuff? 

Want to meet language partners or 
new friends? Put your ad here and see 

what happens! 

Interested in learning more about any of these postings? 
Write classified@xianease.com with the Ad number and 
we will get you in contact! 

Want to post your own ad? Send all the information 
to classified@xianease.com and we will get it in next 
month’s magazine.  (Deadline is the 22nd of every month)

Buy
Sell
Trade 
Xi’an ClaSSifiedS

 I would like to hire an animator of one picture in my book and 2 
artists that are good at drawing dragons – student artwork is ok. 
Interested contact Xianease with a sample of your artwork. 

I am looking for a Swedish speaking expat that can help me take 
around 4 Swedish tourists in mid-May. This is a one day thing and is 
paid…can’t someone help me?

Foreign Teachers needed for a Summer Camp
Our English training school is seeking foreign teachers for a part-time 
position for our annual English summer camp. 
Time Frame: July – August

The assistant Curator for an exhibition planned for this summer titled 
- “China in Our Eyes”.  It will be a combined Chinese- Expat exhibition 
and I would love some help in contacting expatriate artists in Xi’an 
to see if they are interested.  We are looking for painters, sculptors, 
photographers, installation artists, poets etc.

ad# 5-1-1

ad# 5-1-2

ad# 5-1-3

ad# 5-1-4
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Flights
Xi’an Airport now has direct international flights to Singa-
pore, Nagoya and Seoul, with connecting flights to Paris, 
Frankfurt, Los Angeles, Delhi, Bangkok, Tokyo, Nagoya 
and Singapore via Shanghai (Pudong). 

Train No. From Dep. Time To Arr. Time

T8 Xian 00:34 Beijing West 13:28

T70 Xian 01:08 Beijing West 14:36

T76 Xian 03:34 Beijing West 15:49

T42 Xian 18:42 Beijing West 06:22

Z20 Xian 20:16 Beijing West 07:17

T45/T44 Xian 20:34 Beijing West 07:40

T232 Xian 20:40 Beijing West 09:06

T56 Xian 21:22 Beijing West 09:59

T152 Xian 23:12 Beijing West 11:34

Train No. From Dep. Time To Arr. Time

K290/K291 Xian 04:01 Chengdu 19:23

T7 Xian 05:17 Chengdu 17:58

K245/K248 Xian 06:25 Chengdu 22:10

K5 Xian 13:20 Chengdu 05:25

K696/K697 Xian 13:32 Chengdu 06:03

K676/K677 Xian 14:06 Chengdu 07:28

K879 Xian 17:30 Chengdu 11:03

K388/K385 Xian 20:05 Chengdu 11:52

K869 Xian 20:57 Chengdu 12:58

Train No. From Dep. Time To Arr. Time

K292/K289 Xian 09:51 Shanghai 05:08

K378/K375 Xian 10:54 Shanghai 05:38

K359/K362 Xian 11:05 Shanghai 05:58

K698/K695 Xian 11:19 Shanghai 09:14

Z94/Z91 Xian 17:00 Shanghai 06:42

K559/K558 Xian 17:24 Shanghai 15:49

T140/T137 Xian 19:50 Shanghai 12:02

T166/T163 Xian 21:02 Shanghai 11:15

T118/T115 Xian 21:09 Shanghai 13:40

Xi’an to Beijing

Xi’an to Chengdu

Xi’an to Shanghai

Xi’an Train schedule

XI’AN TRAIN TIMETABLE
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