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Letter from the Editor:
All,
As we head into the second half of the year (go ahead and count, use your 

fingers I won’t judge, we really are in the second half of the year already) it seems 
that most of the drive and vision of the early months has seeped away as we sit 
through the hot summer waiting for cooler weather only to be struck with the 
October holiday then the Western holidays all followed by Chinese New Year only 
to be right back here once again waiting for the cooler weather. This vicious cycle, 
of which I am also a victim is one that not only makes time fly (having fun or not) 
but also serves to deplete the goals we set for ourselves. If there is one thing that I 
believe in its goal setting...well that and peanut butter cookies.

I’ve written about goal setting a few times already and I won’t blather on about it 
again now except to say that preset goals are the mile markers by which we meas-
ure the journey of life. That being said it is almost Saharan in the many way goals 
can be hunted, snagged, trapped and destroyed. It seems that almost anything and 
everything is capable of taking a goal down and eating it for lunch.

As odd as it sounds, as strange as it may seem the largest predator to our goals 
is us, not only are we all capable of setting and attaining life changing goals we are 
amazingly adept at rationalizing a delay or a shift of said goals so that we feel noth-
ing when our goals simply  disappear altogether. Competition is something that 
can bring out the best or the worst in us, it is a constant pressure for attention and 
response and is also the largest aspect of our goal killing selves.

Inner competition when utilized pushes us that last kilometer and drives us to 
work a bit harder, but it’s a reflex muscle action that if not worked on and toned 
could more often than not actually cause you to walk before you’re truly tired, sit 
when you know you should stand and lay down when you should press on. Com-
petition is the inner voice that cries out for action when you push yourself or when 
others push you...it gives you no direction of action, only that action must be taken.

It is unavoidable that we will all set goals and all miss goals, all of us succeed and 
fail, strive and give up; this is what life is about. When you strip away all externali-
ties and find out that inner self is our largest assets AND weakness. That means 
that you have all the potential at succeeding, don’t give into the easy outs, the self-
doubt or devastating rationalizations. We are all better than that, we are all more 
capable then that.

Set your goals and let the inner voice of competition drive you on down the path 
and discover that season, tempera-
ture and time matter almost nothing 
compared to your own potential.

Sincerely,
Patrick Antony

The Editor-in-Chief
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Pub Quiz 
The order of the night was BIG TEAMS and 
packed in the Belgian Bar we got some truly 
mammoth teams sitting around anticipat-
ing Trivia Master Phil’s fresh serving of tricky 
trivia. We all know he never takes it easy on 
them when it comes to the questions so the 
larger teams helped out quite a bit to push 
the winning team Simple Simon into the 
lead by getting 20 out of 25 correct. We are 
back again this month with more great trivia 
so head on out and see what you’re made 
of! 

Date:  July 16th  
Time: 9:30pm
Place: The Belgian Bar 
南门顺城南路中段69号
#69 shun cheng nan lu
Put your thinking caps on 
and come on down for some great food 
and tricky trivia!

Discover YOUR Xi’an 
and join us on Weixin! 
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Xi’an Calendar - July 2014

July 12/13 July 20

July 26July 25

Free Demo Class 
Trial Graduate Thesis Defense: A trial thesis 
defense to let students know the process 
in China.
Thesis Defense Focus
Thesis Defense Tips
Come and learn Chinese with us!

Time: 3:00pm
Location: #174 Yannan 1st Road, Building 1, 
Room 1101, Hanlinshijia, Yanta District
(Check Xianease Map G13 )
Tel: 15332325200 / 13289373809
Get all the details from www.xachinese.com

June 13

Match: 3:00pm – 7:00pm (every Sunday)
Location:  Xi’an Jiao Tong University of Finance and Economics(西安交通
大学财经学院), just next to the 纬二街(Wei Er Jie) bus stop.
After the match we have dinner and sometimes go out to KTV

For more information contact: 
张超 (Chao), at 15249260715 or 胡纪峰 (Feng) at 15353552643
If you’re shy you could also email me at wuyikai123@qq.com

Ultimate Frisbee

July 26

Xi’an Urban Forst (Interna-
tional) Festival
2014盛夏狂欢音乐节暨第二
届西安城市森林音乐节
Location: Feifei Aviation Club, Han Feng 
East Road, Qu Jiang Du Ling Park, Xi’an 
西安曲江杜陵遗址公园汉风东路飞飞航
空俱乐部 
Tel: 400-040-3839       
Tickets: 120-180 RMB 

Concert
David Robertson and 
Sydney Symphony Concert
“摇摆的巴萨诺瓦”法国
CArAgoss乐队音乐会
Time: 7:30pm
Location: Xi’an Concert Hall 
曲江新区雁南一路 
Tel: 400-611-9169       
Tickets: 30-150 RMB 

Concert
Sesame Street Live
-Elmo’s Super Heroes!
美国金牌儿童剧《芝麻街之
艾莫和超级英雄》
Time: 10:30am
Location: Xi’an Concert Hall 
曲江新区雁南一路 
Tel: 400-611-9169       
Tickets: 60-200 RMB 

Concert
Jacaranda Ensemble
德国勃兰登堡交响乐团“神
奇小子”铜管打击乐五重奏
Time: 7:30pm
Location: Xi’an Concert Hall 
曲江新区雁南一路 
Tel: 400-611-9169       
Tickets: 80-200 RMB 

Garden Wine Dinner
168RMB/person
(including 4 kinds of wine
and site menu)
Time: 7:30pm
Location: 8th Floor of the Feng Run 
International Bld. 50m from the Northwest 
Corner of Tai Bai Lu and the 2nd Ring Rd 
Intersection, near Vivo City.
太白路立交西北角向北50米丰润国际8楼
简的花园
every weekend beer and fried chicken only 
50RMB!
Wine Dinner call 88856266 for reservation
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Xi’an Calendar - July 2014

July 20 Sunday

Xi’an Book Club Readers Meeting
Time: 2:00pm – 5:00pm
Venue: Xi’an Mirror Youth Hostel, inside 
Zhuque Gate, 20 meters to the east along the 
city wall
（朱雀门里，沿城墙根东行20米，西安阅城青年旅社（
原名紫凤园，在大家好火锅东侧））

Book: Interesting Times (Discworld book17) by 
Terry Pratchett, or any book you read 
recently
Phone: 18092060467 (Jean)

Get all the information at: 
www.xianease.com/books

Queen OR King
of the Table Pool Tourney
Time: Starting at 8:00pm        
Location: Yuan Shun Pool Bunker
(Southwest corner of the Shaanxi 
Stadium -碑林区长安北路14号省体育场)

July 23 Wednesday

Belgian Bar and Xianease 
Monthly Pub Quiz
Beer and Trivia 
What more could you ask for?
Time: 9:30pm    Location: Belgian Bar

July 16 Wednesday

July 19 Saturday

Hash House Harriers
Time: Meet at 3:00pm  run at 3:30pm
Place: Meet at the Dunkin’ Donuts on Yanta Lu (Just 
north of the Saige Computer City)
Get all the information at:  www.xianease.com/hhh

Toastmasters
Every Friday in May!     
Time: 7:30pm-9:30pm
Location: CII Educational International Building
- on the 14th floor of the Ling Su Cheng Building  
(Xiaozhai Parkson’s) 38 Chang’an Zhong Lu 
Get all the information at:  www.xatmc.org

July 4, 11, 18, 25
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As this restaurant’s name suggests, 
it is located near South Gate, right 

next to the expat favored Belgian Bar. 
It’s a great location, right up against the 
city wall and surrounded by bars and 
the small art district on the East side of 
the gate. The place really looks more 
like a coffee shop, until you notice a 
sushi bar where the coffee should be. 
The inside is fairly small, and consists 
of a mish-mash of different kinds of 
tables, chairs and even sofas. For ex-
ample, umbrellas can be seen poking 
out from between cube columns that 
hang down from the ceiling, flanked by 
random classical Japanese art that is 
neighbored by decidedly western stuff. 
It was unexpected, but it worked, giv-
ing the place a very laid-back and chill 
atmosphere. 

The dishes were equally unexpected 
and refreshing. We decided to go for 
the specialties and rarities rather than 
traditional sushi, and it was the best 
thing we could have done. What fol-
lowed was a delightful combination of 
unpredictable yet delicious flavors. We 
started with a salmon, crab, cucumber 
and avocado roll that was topped with 
a reduced wasabi sauce. It had all the 
spice and flavor of wasabi, but in a 
manageable level that really accentu-
ated the flavor of the seafood without 
overpowering it. Next came a sweet 

potato roll with salmon roe, spicy 
mayo and eel sauce that really rocked. 
It didn’t even seem like a combination 
that would work, but the different fla-
vors really did come together to form 
a try-it-to-believe-it experience that we 
really recommend. 

We washed down those rolls with some 
cooled imported sake and moved on to 
the next phase: traditional grilled fish 
steak with lemon. It was fresh, juicy, 
tender, and it had an amazing flavor 
which went really well with the sake. 
They had several different kinds, and 
even though we usually prefer sushi 
when eating Japanese, we are defi-
nitely going to try another next time! 
After we devoured it to the last morsel, 
we ordered some Asahi draft beer from 
their tap, and tried one last dish. This 
one was the clear winner: peppered 
beef carpaccio sashimi. Topped with a 
paper-thin slice of garlic, and accom-
panied by a light and refreshing lemon 
and vinegar dipping sauce, each bit 
from this blew our palates away. Don’t 
go home without trying this one, read-
ers!

When we finished our meal, and after 
having a nice chat with the owner and 
chef, we left with the distinct feeling 
that we hadn’t tried enough of their 
creations, and would be soon com-

Restaurant Reviews
Reviews

Re
vi

ew
s

南门町

南门町是一家经营日本家庭式料理与清

酒为主的居酒屋，位于西安市南门里顺

城东巷内100米。店内主要经营多样的

珍味系列、原创花样寿司、刺身以及日

式清酒烧酒等。

南门町由资深旅日人士倾情打造，特聘

京城日式名厨，选用正宗高端食材，并

不断开发适合国人的新式菜品，力求带

给您最正宗和最完美的美食体验；店虽

不大，却装饰得温馨怡人，乐漫芬芳。

老板通晓日本文化，健谈有阅历，总有

关于日本的文骚雅致、奇趣异事与你分

享。

在这南门仿古区一隅，舍弃了城市的喧

嚣与浮躁，正宗的日本寿司与清酒迷香

混合着明城墙的古朴气息，也许留下的

恰恰是沁人心扉的淡雅与悠扬。南门町

让您拥有一个更文艺、更慵懒、更加小

资自我的生活方式，期待您的光临。

Nan Men Izakaya  南门町  Article By Jorge and Estíbaliz
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ing back. Their menu had many more rolls, udon noodles, 
breaded meats, and traditional sushi choices, and if our 
brief foray into their selection was any sign, we won’t be 
disappointed no matter what we try.

Pro: Super convenient and cozy location, with a great 
selection of tasty dishes

Con: It’s quite small, so get there early!

Reviews
Review

s

Jorge & Estíbaliz are two Puerto Rican islanders who like 
nothing more than relaxing and enjoying life. They currently 
teach ESL and live the dream in Xi’an. You can reach them 
at reviews@xianease.com

Average Price per person /人均消费: 

Address /地址:  
100m East of Shun Cheng Xiang, South Gate, Xi’an  
( 西安市南门里顺城巷东段100米 )

Tel /电话:  029-8725 3257

Hours /时间:  11:00am -02:00am

50-200 rMB 
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This “slice of heaven” is called 
Frank’s Fries & Dogs. Located on 

the north end of De Fu Xiang (also 
called Bar Street), it is a tiny shop 
offering hot dogs, fries, spaghetti, 
sandwiches, chicken wings, and curry 
puffs; best of all, they are what you 
would find in any American city. So 
my wife and I decided to bring my 
daughter with us and I fear that she 
will never eat anything but hot dogs 
and fries again.

While it is a small place, space is 
not an issue. You can saddle up to a 
small counter inside, sit at their one 
table outside, or get your order to 
go. We decided to take advantage of 
the nice weather and sit outside with 
our order of Sour cream, bacon with 
fries (14RMB), Double cheese hotdog 
(22RMB), Classic hotdog (18RMB), 
Friend bone sausage (20RMB), and 
German hotdog (20RMB). Immedi-
ately we realized we had ordered far 
too much but the classic menu and 
unbelievably cheap prices clouded our 
judgment.

It was the perfect place to take my wife 
and 2 year-old. My daughter went cra-
zy for the food and it was the first time 
she ate everything we gave her. She 
couldn’t stop, and with her occupied it 
left time for my wife and I to sample a 
bit of everything. I don’t have a single 
complaint or even moderate criticism 
for Frank’s - nothing, zip, zero, zilch. 
It was quick, delicious, cheap, and a 
welcome addition a city with too many 
“Western” restaurants that can’t seem 
to get it right. 

Frank’s is the ONLY place I will eat in 
the downtown area and based on the 
feedback I am hearing from the foreign 
community, they agree.

Pro: Quick, Cheap, Delicious!

Con: None, nothing is wrong with 
Frank’s

Recommendation: 
Go, go now, go often. If you have a kid, 
bring them. 

Reviews
Re

vi
ew

s

Frank Fries&Hot Dog 
介绍：

热狗源自于德国。这个名称起源于德

国的一个城市—法兰克福，热狗的香

肠最初是在此城市制造的。后来传到

美国，美国人称之为“腊肠狗香肠”

。在美国卖腊肠狗香肠的小贩，前胸

背着一个热水箱，里面装了保温的香

肠，叫卖“get your dachshund sau-

sage！”人们常用面包夹着香肠吃。到

了西元1906年，一个漫画家将他看到的

这种香肠画成漫画刊登在报纸上，不过

他画的是一个面包，里面夹了一只腊肠

狗，而不是香肠，因为他不会拼dachs-

hund这个字，就在漫画下面写“get 

your Hotdogs！”之后，这个名称就

被沿用了。hotdogs－－热狗 。

FrANK热狗采用传统的法兰克福香肠

并且配有世界各地顶尖酱料，拥有纯

手工的制作工艺，并且可自选面包及

配料，让你的热狗花样百变，吃出自

己的风格！我们可以非常自豪的说----

--FrANK 的热狗是全西安最正宗的热

狗！

FrANK 薯条不同之处在于秘制的酱料

和薯条的原材料，新鲜热辣的各式酱料

配以世界顶级薯条，带给你一个全新，

健康的体验。

Frank’s Fries and Hot Dogs
法兰克薯条热狗

  “Little slice of heaven at the end 
of a long line of decadence”
          -The Gene Genie

 Article By Daemon Klute
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Reviews
Review

s

Daemon is an American/Canadian and has been living in 
Xi’an since 2004. He teaches at a local University and loves
this city and everything it has to offer. If you would like to 
contact him or recommend a movie/book/album for him to
review contact him at daemon.klute@xianease.com

Average Price per person /人均消费: 

Address /地址:  North Gate of De Fe Xiang (Bar Street), 
Fen Xiang, Beilin District.  
( 碑林区粉巷德福巷北口（御品轩旁） )

Tel /电话:  029-8724 1585

Hours /时间:  10:00am -01:00am

30-40 rMB 
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Ahh, summer time.... So much 
to do in xi’an on these hot 

World Cup filled summer eve-
nings. Between dinner and the 
first game of the evening, we went 
for a walk along the quiet wall 
side streets and stumbled upon 
MKB, Midnight Kitchen & bar, a 
Japanese influenced restaurant/
bar. Walking up the street you see 
these big windows shining like a 
refreshing beacon in the dark and 
considering the heat we decided 
to go in and see what wonders 
this heaven had to offer.

The little entrance to the left looks 
a bit precarious but to our sur-
prise, once crossing the wooden 
threshold we were stunned at 
how beautiful the inside was. On 
the left there was an open bbq, 
that we were told by Rory, the 
owner, was there to show peo-
ple how they cook their signature 
dishes. Passing beyond the bbq 
we entered the main area which 
was very well decorated with soft 
lights and wood, giving the bar a 
very warm touch. All around there 
are trees, literally springing from 
the ground, giving the entire res-
taurant a very natural and peace-
ful look. We were shown a table 
and given a menu. The food menu 
is quite interesting as it has dishes 
from all over the place, ranging 
from paella to curry with a touch 
of Gordon Ramsay’s spicy beef 
salad and some interesting Japa-
nese cuisine. I was told by Rory 
that soon there will be an English 
menu and that it will be seasonal 
so there will always be something 
to look forward to. The staff is very 
friendly and speak some english 
and as a pleasant surprise they do 
not hover over the table and come 

only when called, giving a nice bit 
of privacy. The drink menu offers 
different styles of mojito and a few 
nice imported beers and Rory has 
a small special reserve of import-
ed Japanese suntory beer.

Yanzi had an MKB mojito which 
is a mix of a traditional and Japa-
nese style one. Very tasty and big 
and served in a jar and garnished 
with all the mint and ice you could 
want. I was offered a santory beer 
which I gladly took and drank, 
poured in a frozen beer glass......
lovely.

Midnight kitchen and Bar 深夜食堂
 Article By Steven and Yanzi

Bar Review

Pro: Very relaxing place with nice 
chill music and good drinks

Con: Not a wide range of drinks

Recommendation: 
Although I haven’t tried it ( but will be 
doing that soon) I would come here for 
the food that looks amazing. 

Overall: Nice place, a mix of old 
fashioned and style, somewhere you 
can go and spend an evening and pos-
sibly make new friends 
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Average Price per person /人均消费:     100 rMB

Address /地址: 
#1, Shun Cheng Xiang, West of Zhu Que Gate
( 朱雀门里西侧顺城巷1号深夜食堂 )

Tel /电话:  029-8761 2119（13032976715）       

Hours /时间:  5:00pm - 1:00am

Steven has been in china for 4 years and is from the UK; 
Yanzi is from Xi’an. They are both English teachers during the 
day and fight crime on weekends to make ends meet they 
sometimes sell horse meat.
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MUSIC Reviews
West Gate Music Fest 

When I was invited to a music festival by the west 
gate, I didn’t know what to expect. As I men-

tioned in my previous article, Xi’an isn’t known for its 
music scene, after all. To be honest, I was worried it 
might be bland and unexciting, but I was pleasantly 
surprised by what I saw and truly enjoyed the variety 
of alternative music that was on offer.

The venue was ideal and there was a lot of space, with 
the band playing against the backdrop of west gate 
park’s natural beauty; old willow trees swaying in the 
breeze. It was a pleasant day - cloudy yet warm, the 
rain the previous day providing some relief from the 
brutally hot summer. There was a crowd, but not the 
kind that makes you feel like you’re drowning in a sea 
of people, so there was plenty of space to stand and 
even sit and enjoy the music.

Xi’an’s alternative scene seemed to collectively come 
out of the woodwork, and there was a wonderful mix-
ture of different kinds of music, from standard rock to 
blues to punk to metal and post-punk and everything 
in-between. I got there at around 2 in the afternoon, 
just as the second band, the 888s, were beginning to 

play. They played with new drummer Leo for the first 
time and they sounded fantastic with their at times 
blues, at times punk setlist. The crowd seemed to re-
ally enjoy it too and were dancing along to the music. 
The next band, a local band called Deep Sea, were also 
highly enjoyable with a set of heavy metal - something 
rather rare in Xi’an. The few metalheads in the crowd 
surely seemed to enjoy their black-metal inspired mu-
sic. Rapidly changing the genre, up next were Jumping 
Goat, another local band, also quite refreshing with 
their synthesizer-fueled 80s goth/post-punk sound.

Unfortunately I was only able to see a few bands, but I 
thoroughly enjoyed it. The whole atmosphere was one 
of a festival - little stalls selling trinkets, people chat-
ting, sitting down or dancing, enjoying the music. The 
musicians were obviously very passionate as well, and 
keen to have their music heard, and it was wonderful 
to see them given this platform. It was great to see 
such a collection of talent and unique, creative people. 
Events like these prove that there is a bustling live mu-
sic scene in Xi’an. Here’s hoping for more of the same!

 Article by Ilze Meiring

Ilze is an English teacher originally from Cape Town, South 
Africa. She enjoys reading, travelling and sweet guitar riffs. If 
you have any questions, comments or a gig for her to review, 
you can email her at gigguide@xianease.com
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Megadeth

Megadeth is considered by some to be the red 
headed stepchild (that’s funny because Dave 

Mustaine is a red head) not because of anything they’d 
done but because of who was in the band. Dave Mus-
taine was one of the early members of Metallica. He 
played lead guitar and was good fit for the style, at-
titude and ridiculous drinking that gained Metallica the 
moniker Alcoholica. Dave was unceremoniously kicked 
out of the band because of his excessive drinking and 
other destructive behaviors. You know if you drink too 
much for Metallica, you’re in a league all your own. 

And so it was that Dave Mustaine was heartbroken 
by what he thought were his musical brothers, hu-
miliated in the eyes of the metal fans of the world and 
perhaps worst of all for him had his depression fed 
and fueled to new heights. The silver lining on that 
dark cloud though is that people with serious emo-
tional and substance abuse problems very often make 
AMAZING music. 

Such is the case with Megadeth. Motivated by the tor-
ment from the past, he wanted to form a band that 
would rule the world with screaming guitar solos, off 
the charts drumming, lyrics that pushed the bounda-
ries of conventional metal and getting more drunk than 
anyone had ever done. Ever. 

Fast forward to September 2009 to the 12th studio al-
bum, Endgame. Enter a new guitar player to the lineup 
Chris Broderick to bring out the best in and compli-
ment Dave Mustaines playing and lyrics. With Shawn 
Drover on drums and James LoMenzo on bass we 
have a great set of songs that push the thrash metal 
envelope once again. 

The album opens with Dialectic Chaos a hard hitting 

instrumental that was surely put in to show off the 
chops of the newcomer on guitar. It’s followed up with 
This Day We Fight. A no nonsense thrash track with 
typical skull splitting solos and riffs and lyrics with a 
political theme. 44 minutes and Bite the Hand that 
feeds also share a political anarchist tone as is par 
for the course for Mustaine and his lyrics. He’s never 
been a fan of government. The title track endgame is a 
slower feel from the rest of the record but certainly no 
less meaningful to the substance of the record. 

The Hardest Part of Letting go never really appealed to 
me. I’m not sure why. Maybe it was the synthesizers. 
But that’s just personal taste!

Favorite songs: Dialectic Chaos, Bite the Hand, The 
Right to Go Insane

Pros: With a new guitar player, new life was breathed 
into the band

Cons: While Megadeth is known for ripping thrash 
metal and great lyrics, it is a great record but predictable 

Danny is an avid music fan and part time musician who 
has had the pleasure of playing in a few bands from 
time to time. There is no music he won’t listen to at least 
once, except opera (both Beijing and Western). Have an 
album you want him to review? 
Contact him at music@xianease.com

 Article by Danny Goldman
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MOVIE Review
Coming Home - a film by Zhang Yimou (归来)

Based on the novel The Criminal Lu Yanshi, by Yan 
Geling, Director Zhang Yimou’s most recent film 

Coming Home paints a poignant story set against the 
tumultuous upheaval of China’s Cultural Revolution.

Director Zhang has yet again produced a powerful 
cinematic experience, yet his newest production is re-
markably different from his other pieces. A story of 
undying devotion set during and after the Cultural Rev-
olution, Coming Home has neither the dynamic color 
usage in Hero (2002) nor the young and simple love 
of Under the Hawthorne Tree (2010), nor the dark 
tragedies of To Live (1994). Also, readers of the novel 
will find that the film does not even touch on a central 
component of Lu Yanshi’s character development - his 
changing attitudes towards marriage and fidelity.

From the shouts of “Comrade!” to the black rotary dial 
public telephones to the big-character posters with 
their broad red strokes, the film guides the audience 
40 years into the past. Beginning in a dark, noisy train 
tunnel, we follow Lu Yanshi (Chen Daoming), a pitiful 
shadow of the man his family remembers. A fugitive 
pursued by revolutionary cadres, he is frantically try-
ing to reunite with his family.

The imprisoned “rightist” Lu returns from prison only 
to find that his wife cannot recognize him and refuses 
to acknowledge him. Traumatized by numerous physi-
cal altercations and mental duress during her hus-
band’s 20-year tenure in prison, Feng Wanyu (Gongli), 
cannot recall who Lu is. Lu is further alienated by his 
spiteful daughter, Dandan (Zhang Huiwen). However, 
Dandan eventually begrudgingly helps Lu as he des-
perately tries everything possible to jog his wife’s fail-
ing memory.

While many will enjoy the suspense, love, and beauty 
that define this film, others may feel slightly dissatis-
fied. The film leaves many questions unanswered.

Lu, imprisoned for his anti-revolutionary ideals, clearly 
crossed the proverbial line in the sand. Yet we don’t 
know who was responsible for Lu’s imprisonment. 
While Lu is imprisoned, the family is likewise sub-
jected to numerous injustices, each contributing to 
Feng’s eventual amnesia. Are the cadres who took Lu 
away to blame? Or the ones who took advantage of his 
family? Or was it the policies of the time? Or could it 

have been that Lu himself was wrong in his beliefs and 
should have conformed to social expectations?

Finally, the ultimate question - even though Lu comes 
home, can he reclaim his role?

After seeing the film, however, most will agree that this 
film does not need a clear resolution. An emotionally 
gripping journey through time, Coming Home demon-
strates the powerful and timeless qualities of loyalty 
and love.

Finally, for those students of Chinese language, this 
film’s dialogue proved quite manageable. Even if your 
Chinese is up to snuff, we still suggest that you have 
a shoulder to cry on, as it proved through and through 
to be quite the tearjerker.

If you liked this, we recommend:

Under the Hawthorne Tree 山楂树之恋

Riding Along for Thousands of Miles 千里走单骑.

 Article by Zhou Jin and Francis Miller

Zhou Jin is an unconventional English teacher from Xi’an. 
She enjoys expanding her indie rock collection or watching 
nerdy TV shows like Community and Marvel adaptations 
like Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. Jin can be reached at jin029@
foxmail.com.
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In transit is an exhibition proposed by two 
French artists and a German who are an 
exchange at the Xi’an Academy of Fine 
Arts. Their idea is to provide a cross-cultur-
al look between China and Europe. Thus, 
sculptures, drawings and photographs in 
this exhibition proposes to link a European 
perspective and a Chinese context. The 
ideas and works find themselves in mo-
tion, stretched between two worlds. Most of 
the works come from research and crea-
tion done in China. The inspiration mostly 
comes from daily life : the constant discov-
ery of a new world and a particular culture 
which melts with passed knowledge. Other 
works which have been made in Europe are 
responding to this movement of thought. 
This transit of ideas is the source of the 
works presented in the exhibition.

www.alexander-duke.ek.la

www.gaelledornier-artwork.ek.la

www.malteschuermann.weebly.com
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Recipes Article By  Radi

Preparation 做法:

Dong Bei Sweet and Sour Pork
Ingredients 材料 :

•  300g  Pork Tenderloin  ( 猪里脊肉 )

•  5g Ginger  ( 姜 )

•  10g Green Onion  ( 葱 ) 

•  10g Coriander  ( 香菜 )  

•  Salt  ( 盐 )         •  Soy Sauce  ( 酱油 )

•  Cooking Wine  ( 料酒 )     •  Sugar ( 糖 )           
•  Vinegar  ( 醋 )      •  Chicken Soup  ( 鸡汤 )

•  Corn Starch  ( 玉米淀粉 )    •  Oil  ( 油 )

1)   Cut the tenderloin into 7 cm long X 5 cm wide X 0.2 
cm thick slices and season with salt and cooking wine 
for ten minutes then sprinkle the meat with corn starch  
( 猪里脊肉切成7cm长5cm宽2cm厚的片后用盐和料酒腌制10
分钟 )
2)   Dissolve some corn starch in water to make a thick 
batter adding a small amount of oil to the batter and coat 
the tenderloin pieces
( 玉米淀粉加水成糊状再加一点油，将里脊肉均匀裹上 )

3)   With the soy sauce, sugar, vinegar and some chicken 
stock make another sauce (Chef Radi Tip: Do not add 
too much of any one ingredient, try and figure it out as 
you go until it tastes sweet and sour..ish)
( 用酱油，醋，糖，鸡汤做个糖醋汁。（每一种都不要加太多，
食量调成酸甜味即可） )

4)   Heat up a pan with oil (a bit more than usual) and 
fry the meat until it becomes crispy on the outside, 
remove and set aside  
( 锅中放入油将里脊肉下锅炸成外焦里嫩盛出备用 )
5)   Strain the oil but DO NOT clean the pan
( 过滤油不要洗锅 )

6)   Add the ginger and spring onions to the pan and 
sauté for 1 minute   ( 加入姜和葱炒1分钟 )
7)   Add the meat back into the pan and pour some of 
the sweet and sour sauce over it until they are slightly 
covered
( 里脊肉再入锅倒入糖醋汁炒至均匀）
8)   Add some starch to thicken the sauce and let sim-
mer for another minute    ( 加一些淀粉后煨1分钟）
9)   Arrange on a plate and sprinkle with coriander 
( 盛出撒上香菜即可）

锅巴肉
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As you might know, Chinese folks do not really use 
recipes  to cook. Most of the time they cook freestyle or 
how they have been taught, therefore sometimes it is 
hard to get an accurate recipe. Since cooking is all about 
tasting have fun figuring it out by yourself.
厨师提示：中国人一般不按菜品做菜，经常凭感觉或自
由发挥，所以就相信自己的感觉做出美味的菜肴吧

Chef Radi’s Philosophy on Cooking 
Chinese Food:
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Radi is from Switzerland and has lived in Xian for over three 
years. He is the chef in a international five star hotel. If you 
have any questions or comments or request, you can reach 
him under radi@xianease.com 

Ingredients 材料 :

•  200g  Tuna Steak  ( 金枪鱼排 )

•  1  Potato (large)  ( 土豆 )
•  100g String Beans  ( 四季豆) 
•  100g Cherry Tomatoes  ( 小西红柿 )  
•  1 Red Onion (small)  ( 洋葱（小）) 
•  2 Eggs (hard boiled) ( 鸡蛋（白煮） ) 
•  1.5dl Olive Oil ( 橄榄油 ) 
•  1dl Herbal Vinegar ( 香草醋 ) 
•  Anchovies (optional) ( 银鱼柳（可选） ) 
•  Parsley  ( 香菜 ) 

Preparation 做法:

Seared Tuna Salad Nicoise
烤金枪鱼尼斯色拉
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1)   Cut the tuna steak lengthwise so it looks like a cube 
from the front and season it with salt and pepper
( 金枪鱼纵向切块，用盐和胡椒腌制 )
2)   Sear in a pan or on a grill on all four sides (each side 
about 2 minutes), set aside to cool     
( 在平底锅中将四个面各煎2分钟，盛出备用 )
3)   Once cooled tear the tuna steak apart by natural 
segments of the meat   ( 金枪鱼冷却后按自然纹理撕开 )
4)   Peel the potato and cut it into small cubes  
( 土豆去皮后切块 )
5)   Cook the potato cubes in salted water until tender, 
strain and set aside to cool 
( 土豆块用盐水煮软，盛出冷却 )
6)   Cut the string beans into 2 – 3 cm long pieces and 
blanch in salt water, strain and let cool in ice water        
( 将四季豆切成2-3cm长段，在盐水中焯一下，取出放入冰水
中 )

7)   Cut the cherry tomatoes in halves   ( 小西红柿切半 )

8)   Cut the onion into thin rings   ( 小洋葱切薄片 )

9)   Cut the egg into wedges   ( 鸡蛋切楔形 )

10)   Chop the parsley finely    ( 香菜切碎 )
11)   Combine the cubed potatoes, blanched string 
beans, halved cherry tomatoes, onion rings and parsley 
into a bowl
( 把土豆，四季豆，小西红柿，洋葱，香菜一起放入碗中 )
12)   In a separate bowl mix the olive oil and herbal 
vinegar adding salt to flavor and pour the mixture over 
the vegetables and toss carefully
( 另一个碗加入橄榄油香草醋和盐调汁，倒在菜碗里 )
13)   Season with salt and pepper and arrange on a plate
( 再加入盐和胡椒 )
14)   Garnish with the tuna and eggs, place a few an-
chovy fillets on top 
( 再将金枪鱼和鸡蛋放上，顶部加点银鱼柳 )
15)   Sprinkle with the chopped parsley and serve
( 撒上香菜即可 )

For a filler add lettuce or rocket to the finished salad
也可以加生菜或芝麻菜做沙拉

Chef Radi Tip 厨师提示:
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Every once in a while there is a 
place that just fits not only its 

own image but also the time, place 
and situation that it was conceived. 
A place that is not just the brick and 
mortar but the essence, the actual 
aura of the edifice that is so in tune 
with its environment that in no oth-
er context, location or time could it 
exist. The Easter Island statues, the 

Great Pyramids of Giza and the Great 
Wall of China all fall into the grandi-
ose definition of the above. While 
the truly iconic creations fulfill an 
aspect of this humanistic spectrum 
there are other more ironic struc-
tures that take on a Gatsby-esq im-
age and feeling.

Nestled in the lush rolling hills of 
Northern Xi’an, otherwise known 
as Xianyang, the more than famous 

Changyu Company has built its sixth 
Chinese château. Partnered with the 
famous Italian wine family Rena they 
built this inconspicuous vineyard 
titling it Shaanxi Chateau Changyu 
Rena after themselves. Sitting on 
1100mu (73 hectares) they grow 
several grape varieties all of which 
goes into only one type of wine 
called Shaanxi Chateau Changyu 
Rena Dry Red Wine. But when it 
comes to the Château Rena the vine-
yards are more part of the decora-
tion then they are the reason for it.

FEATURED
Fe

at
ur

ed

 Article by XIANEASE 

Shaanxi
Chateau 

Changyu Rena
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If you have driven the expressway 
to the airport the castle is hard to 
miss, it’s about 3/4 of the way to the 
airport on the right hand side of the 
road set back a ways but still very vis-
ible from the road. In fact it was be-
cause of a sighting and subsequent 
email to ask us what it was that got 
us started on the quest for answers 
leading to this article.

Having rumored spent more than 
800 million RMB in its construction 
the main castle gate, huge castle it-
self and hamlet building dominate 
the scene with visions of a stylized 
story book past where dragons 
swooped and maidens swooned. 
The panoramic views alone are 
enough to boggle the mind but walk-
ing up to the castle is disorienting 
considering until a few short years 

ago this whole area was farm and 
scrub land.

Though they are still going through 
the soft opening phase of everything 
the 4D movie theater is complete 
with vibrating chairs, spraying wa-
ter, air jets and even huge bubble 
machines, over-the-top isn’t an ad-
equate enough term for the theater 
and the cartoon movie they present 
there. Don’t worry though because 
this isn’t the focal point of the cas-
tle, it’s just some part. They also 
feature a technologically interesting 
half computer half live actor show in 
another smaller theater where they 
point upon the various health and 
beauty effects of drinking wine.

Yet another entertainment venue 
that is still unfortunately under 
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construction was a ride called Dark-
sides. Designed by Disney and a few 
famous Hollywood designers it will 
take you on a culturally in depth 
trip of China and wine. We were 
told they spent 6 million USD (yes 
USD not RMB) on this ride which is 
almost incomprehensible except for 
the fact that it sits in a reproduced 
European castle built in the Chinese 
countryside - in which case it just 
kind of makes sense and fits right in.

They do have a tour you can go on 
where you get to see the actual fer-
menting, aging and bottling process. 
Some highlights of the tour include 
an interactive kids area, the largest 
oak barrel (all from France of course) 
aging room in Asia and a museum 
about the history of Changyu wines 
and of course the obligatory tasting 
buying area which has more square 
meters in floor area than some 
smaller Australian vineyards.

Like art in its many forms the mo-



xianeasewww.xianease.com    23July  2014

FEATURED
Featured

tivation for such an edifice is more 
about the individual reaction then 
it is about intent and in visiting the 
Shaanxi Chateau Changyu Rena the 
reaction is one of stylistic and gran-
diose irony that could well be used 
as a stereotypical example of upper 
class. It’s a place that could only be 
created where and when it is, in any 
other context it simply wouldn’t 
make sense.

Question or comments about 
activities around Xi’an contact us 
at editorial@xianease.com.

Take subway Line 1 stop at Hou Wei Zhai, then take bus No.13 
to Xian Yang Shi Fan, then take a taxi to Chateau.

地铁一号线, 后围寨, 副13路, 咸阳师范下车，打的过来（20块以内）
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In the Southeast of the city in the Qinling mountains there is a rather large water reservoir that not only helps 
keep the Xi’an taps flowing but also gives a bit of respite from the heat. There are some great places to dip 
in as well as quite a few hotels and guest houses to spend the night. Keep in mind it’s getting a lot busier up 
there these days so if you can go on a weekday do it!

INSIDE TIP: Don’t get distracted by the big lake of water at the entrance…keep going up the road and about 
11km in you have ¼ of the people, ½ the price and 100% more fun swimming, eating and staying the night 
there.  

This one has been around for quite a few years 
and once you get fed up with the weather this 
is a really nice day out into the mountains for 
a bit of an adventure. They dam the river and 
let an area fill-up with water and everyone gets 
into rubber rafts, then they open the damn and 
everyone washes down the canyon for about 6km 
in rapids; it’s a lot of fun and don’t worry you’ll 
get wet.

INSIDE TIP: The filling process takes a bit of time 
so they only do the drifting twice per day on 
weekends and once per day on weekdays, the 
boat can either take two people or 6 but the two 
people boats are a lot more fun.

Address/地址: Luan Zhen Changan Qu ( 西安市长安区滦镇 )
How to get there:  Bus 921 from the Xi’an Bus Station at 
Fengqing will take you right into the park! (沣峪口)

July is here and it’s so hot the fire hydrants are 
begging for dogs to pee on them and since we 

lived in one of the most central land based cities in 
all of China doesn’t mean you have to forgo a cool dip 

to escape the heat and chill out (see what I did there?). 
While the boiling streets seem to offer nothing in the way 

of relief there are lots of places both man-made and natural 
where you can dip in and leave  the fire hydrants to their own 

devices. 

Xi’an
TOP     PLACES TO

GET WET

Fengyu Kou

How to get there: Take the tour bus from the 
east gate of the Shaanxi Stadium. It leaves at 
7:30am and costs RMB 70.00 per person.

    White Water Rafting
– Qinling Canyon Drifting

(秦岭漂流)

Address/地址: Qin Ling Mountains - Hu Xian 
( 西安市户县东大秦岭山麓 )

Cost/门票:  RMB 168.00 per person
 Phone/电话: 029-8819 1000
Time/开漂时间: Weekdays: 2:30pm
                              Weekends: 10:30am and 2:30pm
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You don’t have a lot of time and don’t want to travel out 
of the city, well mores the pity but never fear there are lots 
of pools around and a great hidden one in the city center 
if up by the Xi’an stadium (NOT the Shaanxi Stadium). This 
outdoor pool has lane swimming and open “splash your 
friends” swimming. The water is blue and smells like chlo-
rine and you can wear board shorts which means it’s not 
half bad! 

At the time of writing this it wasn’t even opened yet but after a few 
phone calls we were assured that by the 10th of July the park would 
be in full swing. Located close to Taibai Shan this water park lends 
itself to a weekend combo of mountain climbing and water parking 
both of which are great ways to beat the heat. Oddly enough they 
have the EXACT SAME number of slides as DB4 but of course different 
configurations. 

NOT AN INSIDER TIP: We actually haven’t been there and can’t speak 
on the quality of the park, but it’s a water park and with the design, 
building and planning looks like it will be a pretty good one.

Address/地址: Guan Yan Village - LuanZhen 
( 长安区滦镇官堰村(丰裕口转盘向西2公里处 )

Cost/门票:  RMB 158.00 per person 
Phone/电话: 6337 2233 or 6337 0033
Time/时间: 10:00am – 10:30pm

Address/地址: Taibai Mountain Tourism Zone, Meixian 
( 眉县太白山管委会对面 )

Cost/门票:  RMB 168.00 per person 
Phone/电话: 400-0293905 or 029-8228 6119

Top 5
TOP 5

Opening up last year to good reviews this 
water park boasts 12 slides, pools and lazy 
rivers all waiting for you and your friends to try 
out. It feels very much like a water park from 
back home but, go there with an open mind 
and realize that you are in Xi’an and you will be 
pleasantly surprised.  This place will be PACKED 
during the weekends so be prepared or better 
yet go on a weekday.

INSIDE TIP: They also have live music stages 
and have nightly shows well after sundown so 
maybe think about going there later in the day 
when the kids all go home and you will have 
more of the park to yourself.  

How to get there: Take bus 916 from Cao Yang 
Cun (草阳村) and it will drop you off at the 
gate.

How to get there: 
From the train station take Tour Bus #2.

THEBES Happiness 
Water World

(西安迪比斯欢乐水世界)

Xi’an Outdoor 
Swimming Pool

Address/地址: West 5th road ( 新城区西五路(革命公园对面 )

Cost/门票:  RMB 24.00 per person        Phone/电话: 029-8745 1401

Taibai
Water Park

(太白山水上乐园)

(西安市游泳馆)
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Raised a home-grown, do-it-
yourself, salt-of-the-earth farm 

boy in rural Indiana, I am beginning 
to admit that I’ve never really out-
grown my roots, and resultantly, I’ve 
been subconsciously seeking familiar 
grounds since that first step off our 
mucky farm onto my undergraduate 
college campus. And so where have 
I found myself, after everything was 
said and done? Xi’an. Surely, the dif-
ferences between rural America and 
metropolitan China are innumerable, 
but the similarities I have found war-
rant a moment’s pondering. 

In 2011, Xi’an finished its North Rail-
way Station, gaining easy access to 
the two major fast-train lines, the G 
and D series. Now, with such conven-
ient access to everything between 
Zhengzhou and Hankou, in addition 
to the main station’s T, Z, and ‘con-
ventional’ lines connecting us to just 
about every major railway in China, 
one might deem Shaanxi the ‘cross-
rails’ of China, as opposed to Indi-
ana’s nickname: “the Crossroads of 
America.” Xi’an was also the starting 
point of China’s “Silk Road.” Indiana 
has historically been a source for 

the military industry, just as Shaanxi 
has for China, giving jobs to huge 
populations of lower to middle class 
citizens and patriots during their rela-
tive industrial booms. Both places are 
epicenters of cultural preservations 
from the city wall and ancient capitol 
of China to the terra-cotta warriors/
Abraham Lincoln’s childhood home 
and the ‘covered-bridge capitol of the 
world’ to the “Grand Central Station 
of the Underground Railroad.” It’s 
true that, just as Indiana offered safe 
harbor to over 2,000 runaway slaves, 
Shaanxi was the destination of refuge 
for the starving residents of Henan 
during the 1943-44 famine. Need I 
mention their shared geographically 
central locations relative to their na-
tion? 

But it’s not this factoid-style data that 
truly connects the two. It’s deeper 
than that. Its better described by 
Xi’an’s ancient title: Chang’an, which 
means, “permanent peace.” In 
HeYang County, the Virgin Springs 
have been an amazing setting for 
both swimming and relaxation. This 
swamp of endless reeds and ATV 
trails is in itself a huge reminiscence 

TRAVEL

Shaanxi:
China’s
“Indiana”

 my experiences at Virgin Springs, HeYang County

 Article by  Benjiman Grutner
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of my own childhood in Rural Indiana. 
It’s not overly crowded by tourists, its 
scenery is enchanting even if simple, 
and its springs float very near 30 de-
grees all-year-round! We had our own 
little pond in my backyard as I was 
brought up, and this amazing oasis is 
just as breath-taking and memorable. 
Along the trail to the spring, you’ll see 
the “Gates of Love”, a canopied path, 
as well as ATV trails, rope-pulled fer-
ries to help your small group cross 
the various streams and rivers, and 
high wooden look outs to give you 
additionally tantalizing views of the 
endless reeds. 

Xi’an and its surrounding counties 
have, for me, been a breath of fresh 
air; real people, real business, real 
work, and real play. People here are 
down to earth, they work for what 
they’ve got, they don’t overlook the 
finer parts of life, and they take 
friendship and loyalty seriously. For 
those of us ‘foreigners,’ we learn very 
quickly after arrival that our places 
here aren’t often just set out in front 

of us like placemats at the dinner 
table; we must earn our place, and 
once we’ve gotten it, we find that we 
are in an amazing place to enjoy it. 
It’s a pot-luck, and everyone is ex-
pected to contribute their own dish. 
Back porches might not be the same 
as they are in rural Indiana, but street 
grills, coffee shops, and beers with 
buddies is in no short supply in ei-
ther locale. Despite the endless dif-
ferences between the Midwest and 
Central China, the common grounds 
between Indiana and Shaanxi are, to 
me, the necessities of a good life: 
hard work, cultural richness, real peo-
ple, and a true zeal for insight and 
personal cultivation. 

TRAVEL
Travel
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The noise, smell, and frenzy of 
shoppers in Xiaozhai is always 

overwhelming in the shadow of 
the towering Saga shopping 
mall. Yet hidden just behind this 
bustling behemoth of glass and 
Guess is a tranquil space where 
visitors can find respite from the 
hustle of Xi’an’s busy streets.

Weini Ceramics, a pottery “bar” 
owned and operated by Xi’an 
natives Qin Siwei and Wang Lei, 
welcomes visitors to create their 
own works of art, whether guided 
in a class or working individually. 
While this “bar” does not furnish 
alcoholic beverages (although 
you can bring your own!), classes 
both on location and in partner-
ship with schools and other or-
ganizations more than make up 
for it.

Especially fun for younger kids 
(or those young at heart), classes 
include learning the potters wheel 
and creative projects like flower-
pots, flatware, or hollowware like 
bowls and cups. Others projects 
using more colorful “ruantao,” a 
soft material that is not actually 
clay, are ever more popular.

The most popular project is 
probably creating impressions of 
handprints. Among those featured 
include Arnold Schwarzenegger’s 
and the French ambassador’s. 
Perhaps this could even be a ro-
mantic experience for couples or 
a memorable keepsake for fami-
lies.

While a relatively small, single-
room location, Weini Ceramics 
features a large work surface 
that can seat up to 20 and eight 
pottery wheels to accommodate 
throwing projects. A wide range 
of glazes, string, beads, and other 
materials further expand oppor-
tunities for beautiful jewelry and 
other creative projects. The studio 
doubles as a gallery to view com-
pleted projects, pieces in progress, 
and ceramic works of art for sale.

If, after getting your hands dirty, 
you have not yet satisfied your 
lusty cravings for earthy cultural 
immersion, Xi’an has dozens of 
ceramics-related destinations. 
The heritage of the ceramic in-
dustry plays a pivotal role in Xi’an’s 
international prominence. Major 
attractions in the city, including the 

TRAVEL

Getting
Dirty

in Xi’an
 Article by  Francis Miller
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City Wall, Daming Palace, and the 
Wild Goose Pagoda, survive today 
as examples of ancient ceramics 
technology. The Xi’an Banpo Mu-
seum, Terracotta Army Museum, 
and Shaanxi History Museum 
each owe a tremendous debt to 
the ceramic tradition for the thou-
sands of objects in each of their 
collections.

The Xi’an Banpo Museum is host 
to one of the largest collections 
of Yangshao Culture artifacts in 
Shaanxi Province. Thousands of 
years old, many of these exca-
vated pieces represent the begin-
nings of Chinese civilization along 
the Yellow River. With distinctive 
animal shapes such as birds and 
fish, ancient Yangshao artwork 
is a cultural treasure specific to 
provinces along the Yellow River.

Not to be forgotten, the Terra-
cotta Army Museum houses the 
famous terracotta warriors, the 
product of numerous ceramics 
factories in ancient China. In fact, 
many of the same craftsmen 
who created ceramic infrastruc-
ture such drainage pipes for the 
capital of the Qin dynasty were 
enlisted to sculpt the arms, tor-

sos, and legs of the warriors be-
fore other artists completed the 
more intricate detail in the faces, 
clothing, and weapons.

Finally, the Shaanxi History Mu-
seum is home to thousands of ce-
ramic objects on display. Seem-
ingly endless artifacts range from 
the tri-color Tang Dynasty horses 
and camels to blue-green cela-
don bowls to grave goods includ-
ing models of watchtowers and 
ceremonial vessels.

The heritage of ceramic tradition 
in Xi’an is among the richest in 
the world - why just look through 
the glass when you can touch? 
Just a five-minute walk from the 
Shaanxi History Museum, Weini 
Ceramics encourages visitors to 
enjoy this slice of ancient history 
first hand, and even take a souve-
nir with you.

TRAVEL
Travel

Weini Ceramics
Located on Chang’an Nan Lu 
and Xingshansi Dong Jie in Xi-
aozhai, in the square behind 
Haigangcheng, about 50 meters 
catty-corner to Yucai Middle 
School
Group classes are discounted. 
Inquire for pricing.

维泥陶艺
陕西省西安市长安南路和兴善
寺东街小寨海港城后广场50米
（育才中学斜对面）
Phone: 029-68620260
QQ: 840746515@QQ.com

Francis Miller is a teacher hailing from the Quaker suburbs of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. He enjoys playing Jianzi with old ladies and putting ketchup 
on roujiamo. Francis can be reached at francis.t.miller@gmail.com.
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Walk the narrow cobbled lanes through the heart 
of the wooden village up winding steps past 

doorways protected by free range geese and little chil-
dren with smaller children strapped to their backs and 
breathe in living tradition. The everyday possessions 
of farmers like these are the Zen objects that decorate 
the walls of the artistic cognoscenti all over the world 
from palaces in Paris to leaky garrets in Manhattan. 
The worn shoulder pole, the woven straw rain hat, 
the wooden bucket, the rope sandal. These workaday 
objects possess a form of beauty which resonates on 
a level above contrived art. They are aesthetically sat-

isfying because they have evolved over generations, 
they harmonize with the patterns of nature, they are 
the poetry of work. In them we can find ourselves. 

On through the village and into the hills the loveliness 
continues. Find it in the pyramid shaped rice straw 
stacks from last year’s harvest, in the green tufts 
of rice shoots sprouting from a waterlogged paddy 
teaming with tadpoles, in the narrow paths round the 
paddies, and in the steps, often only footholds, that 
run between the terraced paddies this way and that, 
up and down the hills. This land has been worked for 
generations; every dip and fold utilized in a natural, 
organic fashion. From a distance paddies like these 
form cascades of crescent shaped terraces, but walk 
among them and you find the crescent shape is an 
exception. The illusion comes from the way they faith-
fully follow the contours of the land. They are of the 
hills as fingers are of a hand. Some start wide and then 
narrow to no more than a foothold, others may allow 
a pair of water buffalo to turn at either end shoulder 
to shoulder with ease. They are as individual as the 
people that work them. 

One evening at dusk when the bats were flitting and 
the crickets were chirping loud, I spotted my daughter 
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A Living Museum
 Article by  Carolyn
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playing tag with her friends among these paddies. She 
was young but some of her friends were even younger 
and their high pitched peals of laughter rang like bells 
as they ran skitting along the narrow paddy paths. The 
game centered around one particular paddy which 
sat above its neighbour separated by a vertical drop 
about 3 meters high. The children were running along 
the outer ellipse and tearing up and down a series of 
steep hairpin steps which lay at either end. I sat down 
unseen and watched them darting back and forth as 
sure footed as little goats. And mused in the half light 
about our modern playgrounds with all their health 
and safety precautions and wondered just how much 
fun we human beings are still going to be able to have 
once we finally extract every last vestige of danger.

FAMILY
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If you have any questions or comments you can reach Carolyn at 
carolyn@xianese.com 
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Being a foreigner and having Chi-
nese people come up to you 

anywhere you go asking the same 
questions, ”Where are you from? 
How old are you? What are you do-
ing here?”, gets kinda annoying after 
a while. If you live in Xi’an, it’s not 
likely to be a big deal, seeing as for-
eigners are more common here. But 
going to somewhere that’s not as 
heavily populated with wai guo ren, 
it can be an introvert’s nightmare. I 
was blessed with a once in a life time 
chance to go and visit Hohhot, the 
provincial capital of Inner Mongolia. 

Some places of Inner Mongolia are 
more of a rural city but some are like 
Xian, which was not what I was ex-

pecting at all. Going to that part of 
China has been one of my dreams 
for almost a year now. Being able to 
go for four days and experience the 
modern and rural aspects of it was 
amazing.

Now, I’m not one of those people 
who likes to wake up at 1:00 pm every 
“morning” and still wants to go back 
to sleep. But I’m also not the kind of 
person who wakes up at 6:00 am and 
is ready for what life has to bring for 
them. So, I guess you could say that 
waking up at 4:00 in the morning to 
get ready for my flight was not my 
idea of fun. 

After getting on the plane and flying 

for the 90 minute flight, I heard the 
stewardess announce that we were 
almost in Hohhot. The group of seven 
that I went with looked out the air-
plane’s window and saw skyscraper 
after skyscraper. Wow, I thought, it’s 
a much bigger city than I expected it 
was going to be…

Back on the ground, we drove past 
hundreds of modern buildings. On 
the 30 minute bus drive to our hotel, I 
started to get more and more discour-
aged. Well, I told myself, just wait and 
see what is in store for you. Maybe 
it’s just this part of town. To my dis-
may, we passed lots of foreign shops 
and restaurants, such as Starbucks, 
McDonalds, Wanda Plaza, KFC, Pizza 
Hut, Bread Talk, Sephora, and lots 
more. One of the women in our little 
“group” informed us that the reason 
it was so modern was because the 
government wanted to build it up- to 
make it look nicer, make it become 
the “hub”. People from all over the 
world seemed to be living or studying 
here also-- people from Japan, Korea, 
Africa, Russia, America, etc. Not what 
I was excepting at all.

That same day, Thursday, after we 
settled in our hotel, we went to see 
the 大召售 temple. We went down 
to the Muslim street and found awe-
some souvenirs for my family and 
friends. While there, we found a real 
Mongolian shop that had items from 
Outer Mongolia, I was in awe and I 
thought to myself, Maybe things will 
start to work out after all.

Friday came around and we went to 
check out a university there. First, 
we followed our eyes to where the 
correct building would be to find a 
tour guide. Then, we followed our 

South of Mongolia, 
North of China
 Article by  Kendall Ozias, an XIS student 
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stomachs to where the food was. On our way, we met 
some students that were from Kyrgyzstan and America, 
studying Chinese at the university, and they helped us 
find our way around. 

For lunch we went to a small coffee place where the 
waitress spoke Mongolian and a little Chinese. Score!! 
These are the kind of people I have been wanting to meet! 
Listening to the beautiful language, I was star struck. It 
was definitely good that I didn’t give up in the beginning 
of the trip.

Saturday was the best day of them all, and I’m pretty sure 
you can guess why. We got to go out three hours from the 
city into the countryside. I was buzzing with excitement 
even before we got into the small cramped van. I got 
to experience the culture and significant structures that 
mean so much to the Inner Mongolian people. From the 
salty milk tea, milk sticks, to the delicious lamb meat, I was 
in paradise. We got to see the monument which boasted 
the defense of not letting the Japanese into China, a man-
made lake that holds most of the city’s water source, and 
the desert- like hills that house the horse, goat, sheep, 
and their herders.

Going to one of our friend’s home, a herder of 500 sheep 
was probably the highlight of the trip for me. You got to 
see how simple they had to live and how beautiful a horse 
head fiddle, an instrument with only two strings and a 
bow, and Mongolian singing was. Eating and fellowship-
ping with them was not only a great way to get to know 

the area more, but to comfort them, for they live pretty 
lonesome lives. 

In Outer Mongolia, people live in a Ger (Mongolian) or 
Yurt (Russian). When we went out to the country side, I 
wanted to see a Ger. Unfortunately, that didn’t happen. 
But what did happen was that on Sunday we got to eat 
lunch in one!! It was a fun experience; one that I had 
never had before.

My trip to Hohhot was incredible, and I wouldn’t trade it 
for anything, even though it’s not Xi’an and I did get asked 
tons of questions.  But something I could never get out of 
my mind was what I had read on the morning of the first 
day.  Foreigners are guests to this country, so maybe get-
ting questioned all the time isn’t such a bad thing after all.
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The Darwin Awards are given out to very, very stupid 
people who help the human race by taking them-
selves out of the gene pool by either death - like the 
Romanian factory worker who put the nozzle of a 
pressure cleaner up his ass to give himself super 
farts to make his co-workers laugh (he inflated his 
colon to about six atmospheres in about 0.6 seconds 
and died pretty quickly!) or by sterilizing themselves 
i.e. a man dangling his nuts into a golf ball cleaning 
machine for a laugh – the machine forcefully, sucked 
down his testicles into the machine, gave them a 
good scrub for thirty seconds and then returned them 
up to their rightful, but unhappy owner.

The Darwin
Awards!
 Article by  Stuart Allen
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What we did

‘ESL in China’ is the largest WeChat group in 
China for English teachers. Members get free 
games and ideas daily straight to their WeChat. 

To join, click our QR Code!

Before class, I went online and found some funny 
Darwin Awards stories. I copied and pasted the ar-
ticle, simplified the language to help my students, 
printed them off and stuck them on the classroom 
wall for the students to read.

Following reading through a couple of real award 
winners, students were put into groups and had 
to invent their own Darwin Award stories (using 
the language point) - they were really creative 
here! Some stories were amazing!

At the end, they acted out their stories for the 
class. It worked perfectly; lots of smiles.

If you have an adults class this week, a univer-
sity class, or a Salon Class in an adults language 
centre, then try out using The Darwin Awards! 
This is a very easy class to set up, so have fun this 
month with it!

Using the Darwin Awards in 
the English Classroom
About ten years ago, I was teaching an adults class for EF 
English First Xi’an. The unit was about ‘Greatest Human 
Achievements’ and the language point for comparatives 
and superlatives. I flicked through the pages in the office 
and decided that the unit was incredibly boring, but had a 
feeling that it needn’t be...

I decided to put a twist on it and do the Darwin Awards to 
contrast with the Greatest Achievements. Instead of looking 
at great human achievements (the people the book chose to 
cover were really not that amazing at all), we looked at the 
Darwin Awards and some of the winners and what they had 
done ‘to win’. The students absolutely loved it!
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Need a taxi 
to the airport?
We have a family friend with 
a taxi that can arrange your 
pick-up to and from the air-
port as well as other destinations around the city. 
Please book at least 24 hours in advance and let 
us know if you need a fapiao.
Airport drop-off / pick-up is RMB 140
To make reservations or for more information 
contact us at taxi@xianease.com

KriSteN’S homemade BaKery
I’m not a professional but I love to bake! Currently 
I can make Scones, Banana Bread, Fruit Crostata, 
All kinds of Cookies and Fudge. I can add an assort-
ment of fruit, toppings and 
ingredients to make each order 
tailored to your tastes.
To order or inquire send an 
email to me at  
kristensbakery@xianease.com

apartmeNt For reNt 
Jieye Times Square (near Xi’an Soft-
ware park) 
32 Jinye Rd, 17th fl 
new reno bright,68 sq ms, 2-bed, 1-living, K&B, w-o balc,
Incl : A/C, appl, furn, hrdwd, Gch
2700 yuan. p/m (utilities not included) 
Call 13709212187, Mr. Bai 

CommuNity marKet

FromaN’S SauSageS
Fresh made Pork Sausages right in Xi’an! Froman’s 
Sausages is a group of guys living in Xi’an making 
bratwurst –esq sausages in their spare time. Folks 
seem to like them so we thought we’d open it up 
to everyone. 
We can make the standard 
or made to order if you 
are looking for something 
special! 
Sausages are RMB 75 for 
1kg (about  8 – 10 sausag-
es) made when you order.  
Contact us at froman@xianease.com 

haNdmade
mexiCaN tortillaS!
Made from scratch with simple, high-quality in-
gredients, our tortillas have been enjoyed around 
Xi’an for over a year, but with a new recipe they 
are tastier than ever!  20 tortillas for just 30 kuai, 
or 1.5 kuai per tortilla.  Pick up in Ming De Men; 
delivery can be negotiated for large orders.
Call Jane (English)  15029933694 
or Xiao Mu (Chinese)  13384949587

www.xianease.com    xianease42 July  2014

tea CeremoNey
Beatrix - I would like to 
offer a tea ceremony for 
individuals or small groups 
at my house in English or 
German. You can try and 
buy some Chinese tea and accessories. The charge 
is 30 RMB per person.
I also have to offer some used books, puzzles and 
board games in German and English language.
Anyone who is interested can contact me to make 
an appointment at: bea.brunzel@gmail.com
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The order of the night was BIG TEAMS and 
packed in the Belgian Bar we got some truly 
mammoth teams sitting around anticipating 

Trivia Master Phil’s fresh serving of tricky 
trivia. We all know he never takes it easy on 
them when it comes to the questions so the 
larger teams helped out quite a bit to push 

the winning team Simple Simon into the 
lead by getting 20 out of 25 correct. 

www.xianease.com

Belgian Bar and xianease
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Jiao Da Football league
A few enterprising students at the Jiao Da 
Medical Campus put together the first or-
ganized Chinese and Foreign Football league 
with 6 teams. These spiffy kitted players 
worked their magic up and down the Jiao Da 
field gathering quite an audience of students 
and passers-by. After the big success from 
this league they will soon be opening up the 
league to all universities in the city so keep 
a look out for the sign-up dates! 

xianease44 July  2014 www.xianease.com    
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Hanova art Day
Always an innovator when it comes to 
student activities Hanova once again 
put on quite a show exhibiting some 
great art work done by the student 
body. The front lobby and school cor-
ridors on all three floors in the main 
building displayed fantastic art works 
displaying an amazing variety of crea-
tivity and enthusiasm. 
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Each month these guys get together to 
have some laughs, make a few speeches 
and help each other to improve in public 
speaking. The best thing about it is that 
they are always excited to welcome new 
folks, no matter your language level or 
public speaking ability all are welcome 
and encouraged so check them out and 
build yourself up! 

By this point we are all about World 
Cupped out but for the first weekend of 
the final matches a few people headed 
up to the German Beer Garden next to 
Daming Palace to sit outside and watch 
The Beautiful Game. It was a great night 
of beer, sausages and football only 
slightly dampened by a bit of rain! 

bbQ nigHt at tHe german beer garDen

toastmasters
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You just can’t beat all you can eat pizza 
and drink wine, which is why soooo 
many folks popped over for the second 
Aquolina and Marco Polo Pizza and Wine 
Night. They couldn’t bake the pizzas or 
pour the wine fast enough at the start of 
the night but by the end of the everyone 
had ate themselves to dullness and drank 
themselves to elation. 

aQuolina anD marco Polo Pizza anD Wine nigHt

Culminating the Demon Bar portion 
of the Pool Tourney folks from all 
over the city showed up and gave it 
one last go. A great evening had by 
all, as they bid a fond farewell to De-
mon be sure to check them out over 
at their new venue for a few months 
next to the Shaanxi Stadium!

 King or Queen oF tHe table Pool tourney

xianease 47July  2014www.xianease.com    
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F8  The Belgian Bar
杰诺比利时酒吧
Shun Cheng Nan Lu #69
(East Side Inside The South 
Gate)
南门顺城南路中段69号
(南门里东侧150米处)
Phone: 029-8725 6656
            13201672369
A popular and friendly pub with 
Xian’s largest Belgian beer 
selection including two Belgian 
draft beers. Happy Hour 5PM to 
8PM daily. 
Food served, lunch and dinner.

F8  Park Qin
秦文化主题酒吧 
#2 Shun Cheng Xi Xiang near 
the South Gate
顺城西巷2号靠近南门	
Phone: 029-8728 7720 
Located just inside the South 
Gate, this is a popular bar for 
both westerners and chinese. 
They serve Heineken on draft.

F8  De Fu Lou Cafe & Bar
德福楼酒吧
#39, De Fu Xiang Street (Bar 
Street)
德福巷39号
Phone: 029-8728 3630
One of the first bars ever to 
open in Xian and a favourite 
hangout for locals. Live football 
on the big screen and live music 
every night. Paulaner and Vedett 
Blond on tap.

E8  Just Enjoy Life Bar 
里享生活馆
Southwest corner inside the city 
wall, the new bar street
城墙内西南墙角新酒吧一条街
Phone: 029-8738 6888  
Hours: 11:00 -- 2:00

G8  GELIN
格林餐吧
#1F101, XiYun Jewelry City, 
South Part of ST. Bai Shu Lin  
柏树林南段
Phone: 029-8736 0997
Hour: 19:00 -- 21:00
Carlsberg Draft & Tequila 
Sunrise.20%. 
LADIES NIGHT. 21:00~23:00
All Cocktails 50% Off.
Every expat can get a free mem-
bership card.

B11  Green Molly 
绿茉莉餐厅&爱尔兰酒吧
200m north on your right hand 
of the GINWA shopping center 
back door.
西安市高新区高科大厦副楼 
一层(世纪金花商场后门向北 
200米路东)
Phone: 029-8188 3339

F8  Fantasy
范特西
5th & 6th floor, #46 South Street
西安市南大街46号5-6层
New disco club located on 
South Street.
Phone: 029-8763 3999

G7  Habana Club in Sofitel
哈瓦那
#319, Dong Xin Street
陕西省西安市东新街319号
Phone: 13571887543

J9 Fantasy KTV
真爱范特西KTV
#159,Xingqing nan lu

碑林区兴庆南路159号
Phone: 029-8813 1234

F7  Party World
钱柜
#1, North Street
西安西华门1号凯爱大厦1-3
层
Phone: 029-6267 8888

F10  Tang Dynasty Show 
Palace
唐乐宫
Chang’an Lu, nearby the Coca-
cola stadium
长安路，临近省体育场
Phone: 029-8526 1633
The show is performed by 
the “Tang Dynasty Song & 
Dance Troupe”, a branch of the 
“Shaanxi Provincial Song & 
Dance Troupe”. 

k8  Changan Banquet
长安夜宴
Changle Theatre, #17 Jinhua 
South Road
金花南路17号长乐剧院 (咸宁
桥以北300米处）
Phone: 029-8322 1111
Changan Banquet is the latest 
dinner & performance show 
now open in Xi’an.

.

Sculpting in Time  
雕刻时光

k9  #28 Xianning West Road
雁塔区咸宁西路28号交大一

村四舍(交大商场往西500米)
Spacious and comfortable cafe
Phone: 029-8537 5772

F7  Pacific Coffee
太平洋咖啡  
#1,Bei da jie
北大街1号
Phone: 029-8723 0096
Hours: 07:30 -- 23:00

B11  Timo Coffee Bar
Providing top quality 
coffee and cocktail, 
with great environment.
高新区高新路51号尚中心底
商（高新一中小处部对面）
Phone: 029-6820 0902
Hours: 10:00 -- 24:00

G14  Village Café
香村咖啡馆
#32 Shida Lu, Nearby the Shanxi 
Normal University
雁塔区师大路32号
Phone: 029-8522 2150
Located in the south by Wai 
Yuan and Shi Da.

King Coffee
K 咖啡

F7  #1st Floor of Fang Hui 
Mansion, No. 383 East Street
东大街383号方汇大厦B1楼

F8  #52, Nan Da Jie
西安市南大街52号
G12  #25, Yan Ta West Road 
西安市大唐通易坊25号
Hours: 9:00 -- 22:30

H8  Squirrel café
松鼠家咖啡
100 meters to the west along the 
wall inside He Ping Men
碑林区和平门内沿城墙向西
100米
Phone: 029-8752 4343
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            137 0023 2148
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00

F8  Back Nook Cafe 
后角咖啡
100m inside Dong Shun Cheng 
lane, South Gate, Xi’an
西安市南门里东顺城巷内
100米 
Phone: 029-8725 3257
www.backnookbar.com
Hours: 11:00 -- 01:00

H13  Lobby Lounge at The 
Westin Xian
#66 Ci En Road, Qu Jiang New 
District, Xi’an
西安威斯汀大酒店大堂吧
曲江新区慈恩路66号
Phone: 029-6568 6568
Hours: 10:00 – 24:00
Nice terrace with beautiful land-
scape view – Big Wild Goose 
Pagoda.

F7  Isola del Nord 
Italian Restaurant
Isola del Nord 意大利餐厅

11F, K.I.Tower, #1 of Xihuamen
西安市西华门凯爱大厦11层
Phone: 029-7201501/87201502
Isola del Nord is one of those 
places that once you set foot in 
you realize that you are in for a 
good meal.
Hours:11:30 -15:00 (L.O.14:00)
           17:30 -22:00 (L.O.21:15)

F6  Burger King
汉堡王
地铁二号线北大街站C出口
B1层
Phone:8738 8321
Hours: 8:00am-10:00pm

A9 汉堡王唐延中心城店
唐延路168号唐延中心城负一
层（永辉超市旁）
Phone:13324562395
Hours: 7:00-12:30

Subway
赛百味

F7  西大街店
#125 the West Street
西大街 125号，百盛购物中
心西侧
Phone: 029-8727 4255 (Deliver)
Hours: 7:00 -- 22:30
H12  大雁塔店
Great Tang’s All Day Mall, 
South Square of Big Wild 
Goose Pagoda.
大唐不夜城新乐汇内，中国
银行旁

Phone: 029-8557 3669 (Deliver)
Hours: 8:00 -- 22:30
B10  高新店
#17, Gaoxin 1st.Road
高新一路17号
Phone: 029-8826 9812 (Deliver)

D10 Jane’s garden
简的花园
8th Floor of the Feng 

Run International Bld. 50m 
from the Northwest Corner of 
Tai Bai Lu and the 2nd Ring Rd 
Intersection, near Vivo City. 
太白路立交西北角向北50米
丰润国际简的花园8楼
American style Club; Garden 
restaurant
Phone: 029-8885 6266
Hours: 11:30 -- 23:30

H13  Small World Café
小世界咖啡
Big Goose Pagoda Location
Huanta Nanlu, Da Yan Ta   
大雁塔环塔南路6号
Phone: 029-8557 3949
Friendly dutch owned cafe serv-
ing both western and chinese 
food. Check out their Terracotta 
Warrior breakfasts.

F8  3 Royal 3 Houses
3皇3家
South Nan Guan Jie Branch
1st Floor, Wei Ye Building, 
#69 Nan Guan Road
碑林区南广济街69号伟业大
厦1楼
Hours: 09:00 -- 23:30

I14 CAPRICE Restaurant + Bar
卡佩斯
11B Diamond Peninsula, Yan-
nan 3rd Road Qujing District 
(west of south lake)
曲江新区雁南三路芙蓉西路
11B
Phone:029-8913 6510

B11  Siam Garden
暹罗园
1F,shangri-la hotel,#38,ke ji 
road, Gaoxin district
高新区科技路38号香格里拉
酒店1楼  
Phone: 029-8875 8888
Hours: 11:00 -- 14:00
            17:00 -- 22:00

A10  Sparrow Bar & Restaurant
欢雀美式餐厅
C block, wang zuo international 
city, ke ji road, Gaoxin district.
高新区科技路旺座国际城C座
后花园
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00
Phone: 029-8881 1888

Paulaner Bräuhaus 
Add:Level 1, Kempinski Hotel 
Xi’an, No. 6 West Section, 
Euro-Asia Avenue, Chanba 
Ecological District
Phone: 029-8355 0000/8333
Hours: Monday - Sunday 
            3:00 pm - Midnight

H12 Bierhaus
德瑞坊
#6,Tong Yi Fang, Yan Ta West 
Road
西安雁塔区雁塔西路大唐通
易坊6号
Phone: 029-8543 0602
Hours: 11:30 -- 23:00

I3 German beer garden
德国自酿啤酒花园
Opposite of Zhong Tie 20 Ju, 
Han Yuan Dian, Tai Hua Lu
太华路含元殿中铁二十局斜
对面
Phone: 029-8629 1884
Hours: 17:00 -- 00:00

F7  Isola del Nord 
Italian Restaurant
Isola del Nord 意大利餐厅 

11F, K.I.Tower, #1 of Xihuamen
西安市西华门凯爱大厦11层

Phone: 029-87201501/87201502
Isola del Nord is one of those 
places that once you set foot in 
you realize that you are in for a 
good meal.
Hours:11:30 -15:00 (L.O.14:00)
           17:30 -22:00 (L.O.21:15)

L’acquolina in bocca
阿果里呐

B14 #5 Tai Bai Nan Road, zi 
wei shang ceng, 2nd, east build-
ing, shop no.20107
高新区太白南路5号紫薇尚层
东2号楼20107
Phone: 029-8889 4573
Hours: 11:00 -- 20:00 (Sunday off)

Ke Ji road xi kou, no.18 du shi 
yin xiang street, ground floor, 
shop no.10116
高新区科技路西口都市印象街
区18栋1层10116
Phone: 13363990100
Hours: 11:00 -- 21:00

Papa John’s
棒约翰

H13 1st&2nd Floor, Happy 
Mall, Dayan Pagoda Plaza.
曲江新区大雁塔南广场东南侧
新乐汇A5区1,2层
Phone:029-8535 8732
Hours:10:30-22:30

H6 Wanda Plaza,Min Le Yuan, 

CAFES & RESTAURANTS
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Jie Fang Road.
解放路民乐园万达广场
Phone:029-8740 2921
Hours:10:00-22:00

C9  Redfort
红堡印度餐厅
Redfort-Indian Pavilion, Xi’an 
Tang West Market, Silk Street, 
No.118 Laodong South Road
莲湖区劳动南路大唐西市118
号丝绸之路风情街红堡印度区
Phone: 029-8411 3559
15029927722 
Hours: 11:00am - 11:00pm

H12  Delhi Darbar
新德里餐厅
#3 Da Tang tong Yi Fang, Yanta 
Xi Lu
雁塔西路大唐通易坊东头3号
Phone: 029-85255157
Very popular restaurant serving 
authentic Indian dishes. Great 
food, a nice atmosphere and 
reasonable prices make this a 
favourite.
Hours: 10:30 -- 23:00

G12  Cacaja
印度菜菜
#46 Yanta Xi Lu
雁塔西路46号
Phone: 029-85252536
Hours: 11:30 -- 16:30
            17:30 -- 22:30

A13  
Inimitable Restaurant
旺角创意餐厅

Japanese cuisine; BBQ; Dessert.
科技五路旺座现代城C座
Block C, wangzuo xiandai-
cheng, ke ji 5 lu, Gaoxin.
Phone:029-88785478
Hours: 11:00-14:00
            17:00-21:30

G7  Koi by Sofitel
锦鲤餐厅
#319 Dongxin Jie
东新街319号
The light yet distinctive flavour 
of Japanese dishes prepared 
by Japanese chefs. Featuring 
teppanyaki tables, sushi area, 
private tatami rooms and deli-
cious a la carte selections.
Phone: 029-8792 8888ext 4689
Hours: 11:30 -- 14:00
            17:30 -- 22:00

Ajisen Ramen
味千拉面
H6  1F, Wan Da Shopping Mall, 
#8 Yanta Lu
雁塔路8号万达广场1楼
Phone: 029-85560358
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00

F8  2F, Melody Hotel, #86 
Xida Jie
西大街86号美伦酒店2楼
Phone: 029-87639368
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00

H13  Mai
#66 Ci En Road, Qu Jiang New 
District, Xi’an
舞亚洲餐厅
曲江新区慈恩路66号
Phone: 029-6893 8367
Hours: 11:30 – 14:30
      17:30 – 22:00

F8  Tudari
土大力
2F, INTIME Shopping Mall, 
#48 Xida Jie
西大街48号银泰广场2楼
Phone: 029-8727 1264
Hours: 11:00 -- 23:00

H13 Zen5es
#66 Ci En Road, Qu Jiang New 
District, Xi’an
中国元素餐厅
曲江新区慈恩路66号
Phone: 029-6893 8366
Hours: 11:30 – 14:30
      17:30 – 22:00

B11  Bai Xing Chu Fang
百姓厨房
#6 Guangde Lu
光德路6号
Phone: 029-8831 7280
Hours: 11:30 -- 21:30

C7  Lao Pu Kao Ya
北京老铺烤鸭
#1 Laodong Bei Lu 
劳动北路1号
Phone: 029-8864 5888
Hours: 11:00 -- 14:30
            16:00 -- 21:00

B10  Grand Hong Kong
大香港鲍翅酒楼
#3 Gaoxin Road

高新路三号   
Phone: 029-8122 6785
Hours: 7:00 -- 11:00
           10:30 -- 14:30

H12  Tianlong Vegetarian 
天龙宝严素食馆
#1 Yanta West Road
雁塔西路1号
Phone: 029-8526 6880
Hours: 11:00 -- 21:00

H13  Datang Vegetarian
大唐素食坊
#5 Yanta 1st Road
雁塔一路5号207

G10  Xiao Yang Kao Rou
小杨烤肉
#256 Jianshe Xi Lu
建设西路256号
Phone: 029-8110 1825
Hours: 10:00 -- 14:00
            17:00 -- 04:00

F7  Hui Min Jie
回民街
Near Drum Tower
鼓楼旁边

Hai Di Lao
海底捞

H12  #11, South of Yanta Lu
雁塔路南段11号
Phone: 029-8553 6971
Hours: 10:30 -- 03:00

B10  3F, Gao Ke Buliding, #1 
Gaoxin Si Lu
高新四路1号高科广场3楼
Phone: 029-8836 1337
Hours: 10:30 -- 03:00

D10  Bibini 
Nice-cream
比比里意式冰淇淋店
Gelato, Coffee, Dessert, Snacks 
太白路立交，怡丰城，负一
层步行街
Basement 1, Vivo City, TaiBai 
roundabout
Phone: 029-8730 0162
Hours: 10:00-22:00

Baskin Robbins
芭斯罗缤

C10  1F Xinhui Buliding, 
#25 Gaoxin Lu
高新路25号新汇大厦1楼
Phone: 029-8825 6863
Hours: 09:30 -- 23:00

G8 #1 Luo Ma Shi, South of 
Min Sheng Shopping Mall
骡马市1号民生百货南侧
Phone: 029-8765 6554
Hours:  09:30 -- 23:00

Lotus Supermarket
易初莲花超市
A10  #3 Tang Yan Road
唐延路3号，枫叶新都市对面
Thai supermarket.
Southeast of the Television 
Tower on Changan Street
电视塔东南角

F14  Korean Supermarket
韩国食品超市
#18 Xin Yuan Residential Area 
Tian Tan West Road
天坛西路杏园小区18号楼
Phone: 029-8533 6200  
            13379037071
Hours: 08:00 -- 21:00

F14  Metro
麦德龙超市
#86 Chan’ an Road, 50 meters 
to the TV Tower
长安南路86号，临近电视塔
Western Supermarket located 
next to the TV tower in the 
South of Xi’an. This is one 
of the best places in Xi’an to 
purchase imported food such as 
cheese, beer, wine, meats and 
those hard to find ingredients.

G8  Wal-Mart
沃尔玛
Luo Ma Shi Pedestrian Street
骡马市商业步行街

F8  Kai Yuan Shopping Mall
开元商城
#6 East Avenue next to the Bell 
Tower
东大街解放市场6号
Phone: 029-8723 5340
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F8  Zhong Da International 
Shopping Center
中大国际
30 South Street
南大街30号
Phone: 029-8720 3000
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00

Ginwa Shopping Center
世纪金花购物中心

F7  #1 Xida Jie next to the 
bell tower
西大街1号钟鼓楼广场
Phone: 029-87631708
B11  #55 Keji Lu
科技路55号
Phone: 029-6296 1099
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00

Wan Da Shopping Mall
万达广场

H10  #8 North of Yanta Lu
雁塔路北段8号

H6  Wulu Kou
五路口东南角

Ren He Tea Market
人和茶叶市场
#101 Chang Le Zhong Road
长乐中路101号

Shaanxi Qing Gong  
Tea Market

陕西轻工茶城
Yi Wu Market, #188 Chang Le 
Central Road
长乐中路188号 义乌商城

F11  Bai Hui Market
百汇市场
Bai Hui Market, Chang’an 
Central Road
长安中路 百汇市场

I6  Duo Cai Wholesale 
Clothing Mall
多彩服装商城
215 Chang Le West Road
长乐西路215号

F14 Hua Dong Wholesale 
Clothing Market (Chang’an Store)
华东服装商城 (长安店)
Wu Jia Fen, Chang’an  
South Road
长安南路陕西师范大学对面 
吴家坟

F11  Impulse Fitness Equipment
英派斯商用力量产品
#14 Changan North Road 
Building D of Shaanxi TiJiao  

Building, Xi’an.
长安北路14号省体育场南大
门东侧 省体教公寓D座1层
Phone: 029-8523 0026
Hours: 09:00 -- 18:00

Five Ring Outlets
五环工厂店
B10  #18 Gaoxin Lu
高新路18号

k9  South of Er Huan  Dong Lu 
东二环与咸宁西路交叉十字

Traditional Chinese  
Medicine Market
西安万寿路中药材市场
Wan Shou Road North, Xi’an.
万寿北路

Lao Bai Xing  
Medicine Store
老百姓大药房

F6  Beida Jie intersection
北大街十字
Phone: 029-8721 1888

Suning Home Appliance
苏宁电器

F6  #23 Lian Hu Road
莲湖路23号
Phone: 029-8731 9196
Hours: 09:30 -- 19:00

Guo Mei  Appliance
国美电器

B11  1 Keji Lu
科技路1号
Phone: 029-8856 9620
Hours: 09:00 -- 21:30

I1  Da Ming Gong  
Furniture Center
大明宫建材家具城
#180 Tai Hua Bei Road
太华北路180号
Phone: 029-8811 6666
Hours: 09:30 -- 18:00

San Sen International Furni-
ture Center
三森国际家居汇展中心
#18 Chang’an Nan Road, 
YanTa District
长安南路18号
Phone: 029-85337891
Hours: 09:00 -- 18:30

D11  Macalline
红星美凯龙
#1 Taibai North Road, 
Bei Lin District
碑林区太白北路1号
Phone: 029-6262 6666
Hours: 09:30 -- 18:30

I7  Ba Xian An Antique 
Market
八仙庵古玩市场
Ba Xian An, An Ren Fang, 
Bei Lin District
新城区安仁坊八仙庵

F8  Shu Yuan Gate
书院门
Shu Yuan Gate,  
南门里书院门

F11  Xi’an Antique City
西安古玩市场
#2 Central Section of Zhu Que 
Avenue
朱雀大街2号

F7  Bei Yuan Gate
北院门
Bei Yuan Gate, Lian Hu District
莲湖区北院门

F7  Muslim Street
回民街
Hui Min Street, Drum Tower 
Square
鼓楼广场回民街

G7  Belltower Bookstore
钟楼新华书店
#337 East Avenue
东大街377号
Phone: 029-8721 6194

G12  Wang Bang Book City
万邦图书城
#126 Xiao Zhai East Road
小寨东路126号百隆广场一层
Phone: 029-8793 7360

E12  Zhong Shan Book Mall
中山书城
#158 Yan Ta Road, Xi’an.
雁塔西路158号
Phone: 029-8523 5456

E10  Yanta Flower Market
小雁塔苗圃市场
Zhu Que Avenue
朱雀大街，西安体育学院后
门对面
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C10  Megafit Fitness Center
美格菲
#3 Gao Xin Lu  高新路3号
Phone: 029-8823 6688
Providing top quality equip-
ment, with international stand-
ards of management.

C9  Redfort - Pure Indian Yoga
红堡印度瑜伽
Redfort-Indian Pavilion, Xi’an 
Tang West Market, Silk Street, 
No. 118 Laodong South Road
莲湖区劳动南路大唐西市118
号丝绸之路风情街红堡印度区
Phone: 18991150705

Qinling Ecolodge Theme Hotel
秦岭寓舍酒店
Huangjiawan Road, Foping 
County town, Hanzhong
汉中市佛坪县黄家湾路
Phone: 0916-299 5288
Email: yushehotel@kvsoon.com
Web: www.qinling-bslv.com

A11 ZuoYouKe Theme Hotel
左右客
room Rsv.86-029-88861678
Meal Rsv.86-029-89189153
西安市高新区高新四路14号
#14,4th Gaoxin Road, Hi-Tech 
District,Xi’an
www.zuoyouke.cn
http://blog.sina.com.cn/zuoyouke

H13 The Westin Xian
西安威斯汀大酒店
#66 Ci En Road, Qu Jiang New 
District, Xi’an
曲江新区慈恩路66号
Phone: 029-6568 6568
For a better you! Enter a Westin® 
hotel, and you’ll immediately no-
tice how good it feels to be here.

A12  Swisstouches
瑞斯丽酒店
#22 Feng Hui South Road, 
GaoXin District, Xian.
西安高新区沣惠南路22号
Phone: (86 29) 6858 8888 
ext. 6128 
www.swisstouchesxian.com

G7  Sofitel Xi’an
#319 Dongxin Street
西安索菲特人民大厦东楼一、
二层
Phone: 029-8792 8888
The Touch Spa provides sophis-
ticated services for high-end 
customers
Grand Park Xian Hotel

F9  Grand Park Xian Hotel
西安城堡酒店
#12 Xi Duan Huan Cheng Nan Lu
皇城南路西段12号
An elegant atmosphere, ad-
vanced facilities service, we are 
the ideal choice. 

B8  Sheraton Xian Hotel
喜来登大酒店
#262 Feng Hao East Rd
沣镐东路 262 号
Phone: 029-8426 1888
A comprehensive Health and 
Fitness Centre. 

B11  Shangri-La Hotel, Xian
香格里拉大酒店
#38 Keji Road
高新区科技路38号
Phone:029-8875 8888
Luxurious spa treatments and a 
fully equipped health club. 

Kempinski Hotel Xi’an
西安凯宾斯基酒店
#6 West Section, Euro-Asia Ave-
nue, Chanba Ecological District
中国西安浐灞生态区欧亚大道
西段6号 

Phone: 029- 8355 0000

k6 Golden Flower Hotel, Xian
西安金花大酒店
#8 Chang Le Road West, Xian
西安市长乐西路8号
Phone: 029-8323 2981 

Citadines
西安馨乐庭
服务公寓

F8  Citadines Central Xi’an
西安馨乐庭城中服务公寓
#36 Zhubashi, Beilin District,
西安市碑林区竹笆市36号   
Phone: 029-8576 1188

B10  Citadines Gaoxin Xi’an
西安馨乐庭高新服务公寓  
#13 Gaoxin Si Road, Hi-Tech 
Zone, Xi’an
西安市高新区高新四路13号  
Phone: 029-8843 7888

J9  Citadines Xingqing Palace 
Xi’an
西安馨乐庭兴庆宫服务公寓
#159 Xingqing Road, Beilin 
District, Xi’an
西安市碑林区兴庆路159号  
Phone: 029-8338 0588

F10  Real Love Spa
真爱年华洗浴广场
#38, middle of Zhuque Street.

朱雀大街中段38号
Phone: 029-8840 1234

A9  Victoria Spa 
维多利亚浴场
#210 West Taoyuan, West of 2rd 
South Ring
南二环西段西桃园210号
Phone: 029-8428 8888

F8  Qing Jian Bathing Place
清见御所
Northeast Corner of Wuwei 
Cross, #53 Nanyuan Gate
南院门53号五味十字东北角
Phone: 029-8725 3333/

G13 Xi’an iSchool
Say what you mean to say!
iSchool is a professional Chi-
nese language training school.
We have professional teachers 
and offer different kinds of 
lessons, like HSK prep, spoken 
Chinese, Business Chinese, etc.
Address: #174 Yannan 1st Road, 
Building 1, Room 1101, Hanlin-
shijia, Yanta District
Phone: 15332325200
           13289373809
Email: xian.ischool@gmail.com
facebook: Xi’an iSchool

Chinese Training Center – 
Xi’an International School
We specialize in teaching both 
the language and its culture in 
a one-on-one setting. Courses 
offered include both basic and 
specializes focuses. We have a 
relaxing environment and person-
alized learning plans to fit every 
students needs and abilities. 
Contact us for more information 
and to start learning today.
Address: #5 Zi Wu Da Dao, 
Yanta District
Tel: 029-8533-5014
Email: reception@xianinterna-
tionalschool.com

F14 Eastern Home Lan-
guage Service
Specialize in basic through 
advanced Chinese courses for 
adults and children, we also of-
fer Culture courses and Living 
Services.
Address: Hengdaguoji 918# (lo-
cated 100 meters south of Shida)
Tel: 029-85439803 (9:00-18:00)
Cellphone:13772074121(24 hours)
Email: yaxiya1981@163.com
www.eastern-home.com
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Faithful Language School
A place where your language 
dreams come true.
We offer you: Professional teach-
ers who suit your learning style; 
Effective teaching methods that 
are customized to your needs. A 
relaxed learning atmosphere and 
flexible study times; Understanding 
Chinese Culture through diverse 
activities; Year round language 
student visas and enrolment; and 
Continued Helpfulness that will 
make your daily life simpler.
Address: Room 1502, Unit 2, 
Building #1, heng rui jia yuan, 
south of zhu que street
朱雀大街南段东侧恒瑞佳园一
号楼二单元1502
Phone: 029-6865 8558
www.faithchina.com

Xi’an International School
西安国际学校
#5 Zi Wu Da Dao, Yan Ta Qu
雁塔区子午大道5号
Phone: 029-8533 5014
www.xianinternationalschool.
com
For more information contact: re-
ception@xianinternationalschool.
com or call 029-8533-5014

Xi’an Hanova International 
School
西安汉诺威国际学校
Office phone: 029-88693780
Email:may.liu@his-xian.com
Website:www.his-xian.com
facebook:www.facebook.com/
Hanovalntl
Address:Hanova International 
Department of Bodi School 188 
Yudou Road,Xian

Xi’an Hi-Tech  
International School
西安高新国际学校
XHIS delivers international 
education through IB/AP 
programms for students from 3 
years old to 18 years old.
Office Phone: +86 29 85691659 
(English & Chinese & Korean)
Email: admissions@xhisid.com
Website: www.xhisid.com
Address: New Industrial Park 
of Xi’an Hi-Tech Development 
Zone, Xi’an.
西安市高新区新型工业园

B11  Xi’an international 
medical center
俪人医院

Open 24 hours a day 7 days a 
week with English speaking doc-
tors and staff.
Appointments: 13701884285
        18691808758   
Email: twp01@163.com             
#30 Ke Ji Rd (east of the Ke Ji 
Rd and Gao Xin Rd intersection) 
Inside Liren Hospital
高新区科技路30号

Xi’an Gaoxin Hospital
西安高新医院
#16 Tuanjie Nanlu, 
Gaoxin district
高新区团结南路16号
Phone: 029-8833 0116
www.gxyy.net

F7  Shaanxi Traditional 
Chinese Medicine Hospital
陕西中医医院
#2 Xi Hua Men, North Street
Phone: 029-881 2800

C11  TianYou Children’ Hospital
西安天佑医院
#9 Keji Road 科技路9号
Phone: 029-8846 8888

  

English Speaking 
Dentist
英文牙科
Overseas-experienced dentist. 
k9  Xi’an Jiaotong University, 
Jiaoda Shangcheng Jie
西安交通大学交大商场街
Phone: 18629328883
B14  #124 Zhang Ba East Road, 
Yanta District,Sunshine City 
,shop no.7-10105 
雁塔区丈八东路124号裕昌太
阳城7-10105商铺
J9  100 meters west of south of 
Jiaoda southeast gate,Xing Qing 
South Road,Beilin District.
碑林区兴庆南路交大东南门南
侧100米路西

B11  Gao Xin Jiangxin 
dental clinic
高新江欣口腔
100 meters north of intersection 
of Gaoxin Rd and Keji Rd
高新路科技路十字北100米
路东
Phone: 186-2928-2797

B11  Gao Xin Wenxin 
dental clinic
高新文信口腔
North east corner of Tai Bai Rd 
& Zhang Ba Dong Rd.
太白路丈八东路十字西北角
Phone: 181-8918-9868

A10  Liangzi Foot Massage
良子健身
4F,A Building, chuang ye 
square, keji road, Gaoxin
高新区科技路创业广场A座4楼
Phone: 029-8725 0000
Hours: 11:00 – 01:30

A10 Ri Yue Tan
日月潭足道
3F, Meigui building,
#25,KeJi Road
高新区科技路25号玫瑰大楼3
楼(近葡国餐厅)
Phone: 029-8833 8586
Hours: 11:00am – 3:00am

E8 Jing ya xuan
静雅轩足浴保健
#18,Xiang Zi Miao Jie, West 
side of South Gate
碑林区南门里湘子庙街18号
Phone: 029-872 65200 
Hours: 11:00 – 02:00

IT Services
Professional hardware and 
software computer network 

maintenance and trouble shoot-
ing, offering one-time, monthly, 
or annual main-
tenance on all 
existing network 
types. 

Phone: 029-8720 1616  
            13991135322

Silk Road Ventures (SRV)
A full service expat services 
company working to make your 
life easier.
From Relocation and House 
Hunting, to Cleaning Services 
and Utility Maintenance  
Find out today how they can 
make your life easier!
Phone: 029-88193164
Email: info@srvchina.com
www.srvchina.com

F8  Leo&Louis Tailor-made
     成衣定制
The best tailor made suits in 
Xi’an.
Tel: 13772111223(English)
       18992874669(Chinese)
Add: No. 41,Nan Yuan Men
南院门41号

Alcoholics Anonymous
Wuxing Lu Catholic Church 
(Community building on right 
hand side)
Every Friday 7pm-8pm
Call 13379508867 for more info
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Advertising Hotline

Email: sales@xianease.com
136-0919-3295
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June
Pub Quiz Questions

The order of the night was BIG TEAMS 
and packed in the Belgian Bar we got 
some truly mammoth teams sitting 
around anticipating Trivia Master 
Phil’s fresh serving of tricky trivia. We 
all know he never takes it easy on 
them when it comes to the questions 
so the larger teams helped out quite a 
bit to push the winning team Simple 
Simon into the lead by getting 20 
out of 25 correct. 

Want the answers? Head over to   
www.xianease.com/trivia
for this month’s answers

Across
3.  Created at the request of Sylvester Stallone, what hit 1982 song was written & 
recorded by the rock band, Survivor?
5.  What successful beverage did the Coors Brewing Company launch in 1978?
6.  What English rock band recently announced that they’ll be releasing a new al-
bum later his year, 23 years after their singer died of AIDS-related complications?
8.  In 1955, who created the Muppets?
10.  What Swiss cinnamon schnapps is sold with small flakes of gold in the bot-
tle?
14.  What country launched its first space satellite on June 18, 2006?
15.  What famous British naval officer was removed from his command by rebels 
twice, once in 1789 aboard the famous HMS Bounty, and again in 1808 when he 
incited the Rum Rebellion in Australia?
16.  In Canada’s one and only FIFA World Cup appearance, how many goals did 
it’s team score?
17.  Sir William Howard Russell is considered to have been the first modern war 
correspondent, after spending 22 months covering which war for The Times?
18.  Designed in 1946, what type of clothing was named after a nuclear bomb 
test site?
19.  What is the first name of the 3’11” French actor famous for his roles as Tat-
too and Nick Nack?
20.  What famous battle was fought exactly on June 18, 1815, in what is now 
Belgium?
21.  The Galapagos Islands make up a province of which country?
22.  Which player scored the infamous ‘Hand of God’ goal in the 1986 FIFA World 
Cup?

Down
1.  Helen Clark, Walter Nash, and Peter Fraser 
were all Prime Ministers of which country?
2.  Who did Rolling Stone Magazine name the 
greatest singer of all time?
4.  Which of the following countries has never 
placed in the top 3 in a FIFA World Cup tourna-
ment: Turkey, United States, Poland, Mexico, or 
Sweden?
7.  What famous philosopher and scientist tutored 
Alexander the Great?
9.  In the original 1941 film, The Wolf Man, who 
played the Wolf Man?
11.  In Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey, who is the King 
of Ithaca?
12.  Which of Shakespeare’s plays is based on a 
legendary king of ancient Britain, who supposedly 
reigned in the 8th century BCE?
13.  What famous Russian video game was created 
exactly 30 years ago this week (June 18)?
17.  In a 1978 special, what famous film character 
introduced his wife Mallatobuck, his son Lumpa-
warrump, and his father, Attichitcuk?
18.  What country produces the most oranges?
22.  What was the name of the space station 
launched by the Soviet Union in 1986?
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