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Letter from the Editor:
All,
It’s after our deadline yet here I sit writing the Letter from the Editor – while that 

isn’t something new, finding me at a loss for words is. Last night I was about halfway 
through this letter when I realized it was wrong, the content wasn’t incorrect but 
what I was saying wasn’t what I SHOULD have been talking about. Yet it was that 
now deleted article that led me to realize what has been floating in the back on my 
mind for the past few days.

Once this realization hit me I sat and stared at this blank screen for a long while 
yet a proper beginning never presented itself and so here I am free drifting hoping 
that it starts on its own.

What I want to write about is Time, not as a metaphor but as a fleeting entity so 
often slipping through our grip. About two weeks ago my only Uncle passed away. 
He was a man bigger than life, and a mentor to myself as well as many others in the 
community. He was a former US Marine that fed me “war” stories anytime we were 
gathered around a table, which was quite often. He is the reason that not only me 
but one of my cousins joined the Marines and changed our lives.

He was the man to go to when you had an issue - there were no mincing words or 
worrying about hurt feelings, with him it was always, “do the right thing and accept 
the consequences.” He was neither a religious man nor particularly savvy in busi-
ness but it was an odd evening that didn’t see someone sitting over a cup of coffee 
at his kitchen table asking for advice.

The day they took him off life support because part of his heart had failed they 
expected him to live for a few hours...he stuck around for three more days talk-
ing, laughing and comforting those in the room all the while in extreme pain but 
never showing it. That was the kind of man he was - a man who lived each day, who 
helped, pushed and pulled those around him into being better versions of them-
selves. He was a true giver.

I didn’t get to go to the funeral but I was told that it was a very large gathering 
with military honors and even the mayor of our small community coming out to 
pay respects. I was sent a picture of his grave laden with flowers and a wreath but 
what caught my eye was the headstone and the two dates 1947 – 2014, yet what 
mattered to everyone weren’t the dates but rather the small dash in the middle. It 
summed up the man he was and the people he impacted.

It is that dash that in the end will sum up everything we are, everything we do - 
how will you leave that dash, who will be there to lay a flower upon your stone and 
what will it all mean? So often I get bogged down in deadlines and meetings that I 
lose sight of that. That dash is THE big picture no matter what we do with it.

My Uncle was the tallest man in our family, he loved cold coffee and bad jokes. He 
never had much money but he always 
had a smile. His hugs could keep you 
warm for days after and his advice 
was above reproach. If the dash on my 
headstone has even half the impact as 
his I will consider myself a success.
What will you do with your dash?
Sincerely,
The Editor-in-Chief
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Pub Quiz 
The holidays are past and the new year is 
already well underway, this is about the 
time when everyone once again buries their 
heads in work and waits for it to get warm-
er…Well times flies when you’re having fun 
right? Head on out to the March pub quiz 
at Belgian Bar to tickle your brain and ex-
cite your senses as Trivia Master Phil once 
again lays them out for you to play them out. 
It’s always a good time that shouldn’t be 
missed!

Date:  March 19th  
Time: 9:30pm
Place: The Belgian Bar 
南门顺城南路中段69号
#69 shun cheng nan lu
Put your thinking caps on 
and come on down for 
some great food and tricky trivia!

Discover YOUR Xi’an 
and join us on Weixin! 



xianease www.xianease.com    6 March  2014

Xi’an calendar - March 2014

Concert
Tchaikovsky 
Three classical ballet concert
柴可夫斯基
三大芭蕾经典音乐会  
Time: 7:30pm
Location: Xi’an Concert Hall 
曲江新区雁南一路 
Tel: 400-611-9169
Tickets: 90-150 RMB 

Swing March
A celebration of all things Jazz at Jazz Bar 
Shows every Friday and Saturday from 
Time: 10pm until Midnight

Theme Nights;
Old Shanghai on the 14th 
Grand Finale on the 21st
There’s strict dress code for all the theme 
nights so guests are advised to come 
dressed to the nines. 
Hope to see you there on any of the nights.

Location: Bei lin qu fen xiang yu da che jia 
xiang jiao hui chu 3F. 
西安市碑林区粉巷与大车家巷交汇处3F
Tel: 029-8737 8605    13991974369

Concert
Dalian Deep House Under-
ground presents a night of 
DEEP HOUSE @ Mexico  
Time: 8:00pm until LATE
Location: Mexico (Inside the city wall park 
a bit north of the South-West corner of the 
wall. 墨西哥餐吧天品西路南段1号环城西苑公
园内天品西岸酒吧街21号)

Drink Specials all Night

Concert
法国Epsylon
爱普西隆乐队演唱会 
Time: 3:00pm
Location: Xi’an Concert Hall 
曲江新区雁南一路 
Tel: 400-611-9169       Tickets: 90-150 RMB 

Mar 8

Mar 14, 21

March 15
Cooking party  (Cost 30RMB)
Play Mahjong and learn Chinese!
Have fun with us!

Make local dishes and learn Chinese!
Have fun with us!
* Limit of 8 people, Please call in advance 
to make a reservation

Time: 3:00PM
Location: #174 Yannan 1st Road, Build-
ing 1, Room 1101, Hanlinshijia, Yanta 
District(Check Xianease Map F11)
(Check Xianease Map)
Tel: 15332325200 / 13289373809

Mar 9

Free demo class
How to prepare the HSK level 5 or level 6?!    
Come and learn Chinese with us!

* Limit of 8 people, Please call in advance 
to make a reservation

Time: 2:00PM
Location: #174 Yannan 1st Road, Build-
ing 1, Room 1101, Hanlinshijia, Yanta 
District(Check Xianease Map F11)
(Check Xianease Map)
Tel: 15332325200 / 13289373809

Mar 30

Match: 3:00pm – 7:00pm (every Sunday)
Location:  Xi’an Jiao Tong University of Finance and Economics(西安交通大学
财经学院), just next to the 纬二街(Wei Er Jie) bus stop.
After the match we have dinner and sometimes out to KTV
For more information contact: 
张超 (Chao), at 15249260715 or 胡纪峰 (Feng) at 15353552643
If you’re shy you could also email me at wuyikai123@qq.com

Ultimate Frisbee



xianeasewww.xianease.com    7March  2014

Xi’an calendar - March 2014

March 23 Sunday

Xi’an Book Club
Readers Meeting
Time: 2:00pm – 5:00pm
Venue: Echo Park Book Bar (Hui Yin Gong Yuan), 
No.15 (in the yard beside TIME COFFEE), Defu alley, 
South Gate  
（南门里，德福巷15号院内，回音公园书吧（厢子庙北侧，
粉巷南侧，时光咖啡旁边院内））

Book(s): 
The Giver by Lois Lowry & Daddy-long-legs by Jean Webster
Phone: 18092060467 (Jean)
Get all the information at: www.xianease.com/books

Queen OR King
of the Table Pool Tourney
Time: 8:00pm        Location: Demon Bar
The second Wednesday of every month.

March 12 Wednesday

Ladies Lunch
Time: 12:30pm   

Location: LeBan Bakery 

Get all the information at:  www.xianease.com/woman

Belgian Bar and Xianease 
Monthly Pub Quiz
Beer and Trivia 
What more could you ask for?
Time: 9:30pm    Location: Belgian Bar

March 19 Wednesday

Toastmasters
Date: Every Saturday   Time: 2:30pm
Location: CII Educational International Building
Get all the information at:  www.xatmc.org

March Every Saturday

March 15 Saturday

Hash House Harriers
Time: Meet at 3:00pm  run at 3:30pm
Place: Drum Tower Park (the park on Xi Da Jie just next 
to the Drum Tower)
FREE BELGIAN BEER!!!
Get all the information at:  www.xianease.com/hhh



xianease www.xianease.com    8 March  2014

Nestled away near the gate to Beilin is a small 
coffee shop that goes by the name of Berlin 

Cafe. Glass-walled, the first thing you notice enter-
ing is the large parrot taking up permanent resi-
dence there. After petting the bird (be careful, he 
bites), grab a seat at one of the few tables available. 
Perusing the menu, there are several options avail-
able, whether you prefer coffee or tea, cold or hot. 
For my visit, I chose to try the Café Affogato and the 
South African Vanilla Red Tea. The red tea was very 
nice, and it came with short bread cookies which 
complimented the tea nicely. The coffee, made with 
Julius Meinl coffee beans, was also good, topped 
with whipped cream and chocolate syrup.

The menu also lists several different types of food 
available including sandwiches and waffles. My first 
selection, waffles with strawberries, was not availed 
because the strawberries were out of stock, but my 
second selection, waffles with ice cream, was avail-
able, so I dug in as soon as it arrived. It was actually 
quite good.

Overall, the cafe was decent. The drinks were good 
and the food adequate, the selection, when avail-
able, quite good. If you happen to be in the area 
and want a good coffee and a place to sit, Berlin 
Cafe will certainly serve that purpose.

Pros: coffee and tea drinks

Cons: size of the cafe, service speed

Berlin Café  柏林咖啡

Re
vi

ew
s

Reviews

Bar Reviews

 Article By Stephen Robinson

Average Price per person /人均消费:

Coffee Only: 35RMB/person

Coffee and Food 100RMB/person

Address /地址:  Northeast of east gate of Beilin Museum
( 西安市碑林博物馆东门东北侧 )

Tel /电话:  139-9113-0909                
Hours /时间:  10:00pm - 2:00am

If you have any questions you can contact Stephen at 
stephen.robinson@xianease.com
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Ever since I’ve been here, the South Gate area 
has had a reputation as a bastion of foreigner 

drinking habits.  Park Qin and Belgian Bar are obvi-
ous mainstays, but often left out of the conversa-
tion are the bars along the wall just east of Belgian, 
the more intimate bars with just a few tables.

Tattoo Bar is one of these bars, opened about six 
months ago right next to Strawberry Ass.  Owned 
by some tattoo artists, you unfortunately won’t get 
that giant back piece of a panda wearing a LeiFeng 
hat and dancing Gangnam Style you’ve been want-
ing (you’ll have to go to their actual shop for that), 
but what you will get is a cozy bar with a nice vibe 
to it.  The gray brick Xi’anese walls, the motorcycle 
near the entrance, the shelves lined with tchotch-
kes, and the reruns of Miami Ink sound like a weird 
mash up of sensibilities, but it actually works—the 
bar feels lived in and loved.  Even when it’s empty, 
it feels like home.  That’s not to say it’s always 
empty; Tattoo can heat up on the weekends.  It may 
be a smaller place, but you and some friends could 
easily fit yourselves in if you come early enough.

Another advantage to Tattoo is that you won’t go 
broke after a few drinks.  There are too many bars 
in Xi’an that price their alcohol like it comes in 
crystal bottles, and the reasonable prices for Tat-
too’s thorough selection of beer and liquor is a great 
change of pace.  You can share a fifth of whiskey, 
or you can pray for sunshine with a bottle of Co-

rona.  Whatever you’re in the mood for, you can find 
something on the menu to match.

From my experience, Tattoo seems like a great 
all-around bar.  It has the potential to be a quiet 
hideaway one night, and a pretty good party the 
next, and it does either well without trying too hard.  
That relaxed attitude makes it a rarity in this town 
and it’s definitely worth a visit the next time you’re 
in the area.

Pro: It’s near anywhere you were thinking about 
going tonight so you should just go already

Con: It can be easy to miss Tattoo Bar if you’re too 
busy giggling at “Strawberry Ass”, the name of the 
neighboring bar; if you don’t like Miami Ink, just try 
not to watch the TV while you’re there

Review
s

Reviews

Tattoo Bar 腰斩刺青主题酒吧  Article By Tim King

Average Price per drink /人均消费: 

Address /地址: bei lin qu shun cheng nan lu #21 
( 碑林区顺城南路中段21号  )

Tel /电话:  153-8464-3973

Hours /时间:  6:00pm - 2:00am

20-30RMB 

Tim King is a American expat and a source of mild anxiety 
for bar owners around Xi’an. When he’s not making out with 
glasses of whiskey, he spends his time teaching English. Tim 
can be reached via email at reviews@xianease.com
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We first heard of Amici from some 
friends who were going to a 

taste testing at a new Italian restau-
rant, owned by some of their Chinese 
friends, and invited us to join them.  It 
was love at first taste!  Since then we 
have become loyal patrons and will-
ing slaves to the deliciousness that is 
Amici!

When you first walk into Amici you are 
welcomed immediately by the owners 
– if they can beat you to the door to 
open it, they will!  The owners, by the 
way, speak English, so no problems 
with lost in translation!  The restau-
rant, which is warm and welcoming, 
has two floors, our favourite definitely 
being the first floor because covering 
one of the walls is a beautiful Venice 
scene, painted by local expat artist 
Nick Thompson – it really adds to the 
atmosphere. 

This visit we decided to taste things we 
hadn’t ordered before (amongst those 
we’ve had: steak – delicious, lamb 
chops – divine), and so from the ex-
tensive menu (which will be changing 
soon – Erwin is constantly testing new 

dishes and gauging reactions about ex-
isting menu items – the inside scoop 
features lasagne and calzones on the 
list!) we chose the bruschetta, and the 
stuffed baked potato with bacon for 
our starters.  

The bruschetta, toasted French bread 
slices topped with cheese, tomato and 
prosciutto, drizzled with an amazing 
dressing was sooo good!  Just a friend-
ly warning though, it’s a messy eat, 
so if you are on a date and wanting 
to impress with your impeccable table 
manners, don’t order this! The stuffed 
bake potato was almost as good – a 
creamy filling in the middle of the po-
tato made for a delicious appetizer.  
Onto the mains, we ordered the Ha-
waiian pizza and the squid ink pasta.  
The pizza – the best we’ve had so far 
in Xi’an – perfect crust and perfect top-
pings.  Squid ink pasta is just what it 
sounds like – pasta infused with squid 
ink – served with fish, shrimp, mus-
sels and another shell fish, the name 
of which eludes us; gives just the right 
taste of sea.  We should probably men-
tion that we’d opted for cocktails this 
time as we’d already tasted a few of 

restaurant Reviews
Reviews

Re
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阿米奇西餐厅介绍

阿米奇餐厅是以意大利菜肴为主的

复合式休闲西餐厅，餐厅服务理念着重

于“欢乐，健康，自然，美味”，体现

温馨和谐的用餐氛围。

餐厅一层设计理念以家庭式为主，

色彩上以暖色调为主线，墙体彩绘富于

浓郁的意大利风情，凸显 ”Amici”风

格元素。

餐厅二层整体装修设计简约，现

代，时尚，适合朋友聚会，商务宴请，

文化推广。

阿米奇餐厅地理位置优越，文化生

活氛围和谐，是您追求 “卓越用餐体

验”的理想场所

Amici  阿米奇西餐
 Article By Suzette Buxmann and Gail Matalicia
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the really good wines on the menu.  
The Pina Colada was perfect – just 
like a Pina Colada should taste and the 
Long Island Iced Tea: potent!

Having already had an elegant suf-
ficiency, we probably should have 
stopped there, but couldn’t resist or-
dering dessert: cheese cake (divine) 
and warm coconut milk with tapioca 
– we do think there should be more 
tapioca beads, but it was awesome 
nonetheless.  We rolled out of the res-
taurant thoroughly satisfied.

Something we feel we should men-
tion is that Erwin has done his green 
bit and the kitchen has an air filter on 
the extractor fan system, and the dish 
washing sink filters oil which is then 
sent away for recycling.  

Oh… they also do take away pizza and 
are currently delivering within a 2km 
radius.

All in all we love Amici and we totally 
recommend it to anyone craving a bit 
of the west!  

Pros: The food, the staff, excellent 
service!

Cons: Sadly no cheese sauce on the 
menu! The lighting could be dimmer 
for extra ambience, but you’ll probably 
forget anyway once you start digging 
in!

Our recommendation: 
The lamb chops (tastes just like 
home)!

Reviews
Review

s

Average Price per person /人均消费: 

Address /地址:  bei lin qu jiao da shang chang chang chun teng 
hua yuan dong qu    ( 碑林区交大商场常春藤花园东区 )

Tel /电话:  029-8246 2642     134 6866 5002

Hours /时间:  10:00am - 10:00pm

50 RMB 
Suzette and Gail are both English teach-
ers in Xi’an – Suzette has been in Xi’an 
for 2 years and is from sunny South Af-
rica and Gail has been in China for a year 
and a half (6 months of that has been in 
Xi’an) and comes from the UK.  Suzette 
can be contacted via email suzetteb@
gmail.com if you have any questions.
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In his attempt to seduce Marge 
Simpson, a bowler by the name of 

Jacques flaunted the French tradition 
of seduction with the most perfect of 
meal choices and he would doubtless-
ly be besotted with the Westin’s new 
brunch buffet. “It’s not quite break-
fast, it’s not quite lunch but it comes 
with a slice of cantaloupe at the end”. 
Jacques was underselling Brunch.

Prepared in one of their two restau-
rants, the buffet offers a flood of clas-
sic food, beautifully prepared which 
has one salivating at the mere sight 
of it. The immense variety impresses 
the tongue but petrifies the stomach. 
A cold seafood bar with crab legs the 
size of a crab opposite a Japanese Su-
shi and sashimi bar which pumps out 
an endless supply of carefully nuanced 
sushi and sashimi. The pan fried scal-
lops somehow manage to defy Xian’s 
location tasting as fresh as anything 
I’ve tasted in Dublin, somehow locking 
in a slight flavor reminiscent of the sea 
from which they came.

They have a cavalcade of other selec-
tions from all over the world including 
three different Indian curries, wonder-
ful pasta dishes, Lyonnais potatoes 
and succulent Teppanyaki steak which 
is delivered to your table while you’re 
enjoying one of their wonderfully 
unique custom cocktails (non-alcohol-
ic for those of you wondering about the 
moral implications of drinking at 11). 
The only real disappointments in this 
feast were the simpler foods, the pizza 
was debatably pizza while the noodles 
and rice lacked the flavor of the three 
A.M. variety, but most patrons will 
probably be avoiding those anyway in 
favor of the more lavish options so it’s 
probably a moot point.

The atmosphere is world class. The 
Westin has somehow managed to pull 
off the impossible task of making the 
restaurant kid-friendly without attract-
ing the ire of couples. I barely noticed 
there were any children there until I 
saw the mini-crèche. The layout is de-
lightful with the coup de grass being 
the dessert section which is worthy of 

The Westin XIAN - Sunday Brunch 
西安威斯汀大酒店周末早午餐

 Article By Emmet Hadfield

Reviews
Re

vi
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s

“It’s not quite breakfast, it’s not quite lunch”
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a King’s court. The macaroons come in over ten different 
flavors, each of which is only improved by the chocolate 
fountain and the presentation of the different cakes and 
pastries is only bettered by their richness and punch which 
can be complemented by Haagn Dazs for those of a similar 
mindset to me.

I couldn’t recommend the Westin Brunch enough, the only 
real downside being the price. It’s the rare buffet that tastes 
better than it looks.

Reviews
Review

s

50% discount for March (exclusive 
Champagne)

Average Price per person /人均消费: 

Address /地址:  No.66 Ci En Road, Qujiang New District, 
Xian   ( 西安市曲江新区慈恩路66号 )

Tel /电话:  029-65686568-7763

Hours /时间:  11:30am - 2:30pm  Sunday

200 RMB 

Emmet Hadfield is a former English teacher future Chinese stu-
dent from Ireland who has been living in China for the past 4 
years. He can be contacted at emmet.hadfield@yahoo.com

西安威斯汀大酒店介绍

都市里生活节奏快、工作压力大，人们都希望利用双休

日犒劳一下自己，在周六晚上玩得痛快，周日早上舒舒服服

地睡个懒觉，然后悠闲自得地享用早午餐。早午餐再也不止

是国外热衷的形式，并且悄悄在中国蔓延，成为一种新的生

活方式。

将时间定格在威斯汀酒店，庸懒的过一个周末，没有

闹钟的刺耳声，睡到自然醒，享受慢节奏的生活。带上小朋

友，这里有专门为儿童设计的菜单，儿童区里有桌上足球、

小丑魔术表演、绘画、捏橡皮泥、动画片播放…

感受美妙的亲子互动，享受专属你的悠闲时光。

你好，周末早午餐。

活动细则：

RMB198  无限量啤酒、果汁、软饮、咖啡、茶

RMB258  无限量红酒、啤酒、果汁、软饮、咖啡、茶

RMB298  无限量香槟、啤酒、果汁、软饮、咖啡、茶

RMB98   适用于6~12岁儿童 
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Recipes Article By  Radi

Chef Radi Tip 厨师建议:

To make this dish look more colorful, add red 
and green capsicum cut into little diamond 
shapes, deep fry with the oil you used for the 
pork, and sprinkle sesame on top of the dish
为了使菜看起来更漂亮可以加一些炒红辣椒和绿辣
椒，再放一些芝麻

Preparation 做法:

Sweet and Sour Pork Guangdong Style
咕咾肉

Ingredients 材料 :

•  300g  Pork Loin  ( 猪里脊肉 )

•  50g Pineapples (peeled) ( 菠萝 )

•  2 Tablespoons Sugar  ( 糖 ) 

•  2 Tablespoons Tomato Paste  ( 番茄汁 )  

•  2 Tablespoons Ketchup  ( 番茄酱 )

•  2 Eggs  ( 鸡蛋 )
•  White vinegar  ( 白醋 )
•  Corn starch   ( 玉米淀粉 )
•  oil   ( 油 )
•  Garlic   ( 大蒜 )

1)   Cut the meat and pineapple into 1.5cm cubes and set 
aside separately  

( 肉和菠萝切成1.5里面小块分开放备用)

2)   In a bowl mix the cornstarch with the two eggs and 
a little bit of oil - beat until the mixtures becomes a semi 
liquid batter   

( 碗中放入玉米淀粉，2个鸡蛋和少许油，搅拌均匀成
糊状 )

3)   In another bowl mix the ketchup, tomato paste, 
vinegar, sugar and pinch of salt

( 另一个碗放入番茄酱，番茄汁，白醋，糖和盐拌匀 )

4)   Season the pork loin with salt and a dash of soy 
sauce and place into the batter    

( 里脊肉用盐和酱油腌制好后放入上面搅拌好的玉米
淀粉中 )

5)   Heat up a large pot with oil to 170 – 180°C (or a deep 

fat fryer if you have), and deep fry until it becomes 
golden in color

( 油锅烧至170– 180°C放入里脊肉炸至金黄 )

6)   Place the meat on a plate with paper towel to aborb 
the excess oil

( 把肉盛出放在吸油纸上吸掉多余的油 )

7)   Heat up a pan with a little oil and sautee the 
chopped garlic slightly, pour in the sweet and sour sauce 
(add water if it‘s too thick and cornstarch if too thin)

( 锅烧热后放入油爆香大蒜，倒入糖醋汁（如果太稠可
兑水，如果太稀兑少许淀粉） )

8)   Bring to a boil, add the pineapple and pork pieces 
and bring once more to a boil

( 烧开后加入肉和菠萝，煮开即可 )

9)   Serve immediatly    ( 装盘 )

xianease www.xianease.com    14 March  2014
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Radi is from Switzerland and has lived in Xian for over three 
years. He is the chef in a international five star hotel. If you 
have any questions or comments or request, you can reach 
him under radi@xianease.com 

Ingredients 材料 :

•  400g  Penne Pasta  ( 意大利通心面 )

•  4 Medium Sized Potatoes  ( 土豆 )

•  2 Large Onions  ( 洋葱 ) 

•  200g Bacon or Parma Ham  
      ( 培根或帕尔马香肠 )  

•  150g Grated Parmesan cheese (REAL Swiss 
cheese is better but difficult to find in Xi’an)  

( 巴马干酪 ) 

•  200ml Heavy Cream  ( 奶油 ) 

•  100ml Milk  ( 牛奶 ) 

•  Butter   ( 黄油 )

Preparation 做法:

1)   Peel the potatoes and cut into 1 cm cubes
( 土豆削皮切成1里面方块 )

2)   Cut the bacon into small cubes and sauté for 5 min-
utes    ( 培根切成小块用盐腌制5分钟 )

3)   Bring a large pot with salted water and the potato 
cubes to a boil

( 锅中放入盐水下入土豆煮一会 )

4)   After 10 minutes add the penne to the pot and boil 
both until tender, drain into a colander  

( 10分钟后放入通心面和土豆一起煮直到变软，捞
出后滤干 )

5)   Transfer the penne with the potatoes to a baking 
pan and mix in the bacon

( 把通心面，土豆，培根一起放在一个烤盘内 )

6)   Sprinkle cheese and flaked butter over the mix-
ture    ( 上面撒上干酪和黄油片 )

7)   In a separate pan bring the milk and cream to-
gether to a boil and pour over the mixture

( 另用一个锅把牛奶和奶油放在一起烧开，浇在烤盘
上 )

8)   Bake in the oven at 200°C for about 15 – 20 min-
utes    ( 烤箱200度烤制15-20分钟 )

9)   Slice the onions into strips and slowly fry them 
until golden brown    ( 洋葱切条慢炸直到金黄 )

10)   Sprinkle the onions over the mixture right before 
serving    ( 上桌前把洋葱撒在上面 )

Älpermagronen 
– Swiss Alpine Macaroni 
瑞士阿尔卑斯山通心粉
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 Article by Jessica and XianeaSe 

Xi’an Green Land Century Square
( 西安绿地世纪广场 ) ------------

TAO JIE  ( 饕界 ) 

Last year Samsung completed the 
initial construction of its multi-

billion dollar complex in Gaoxin and 
since that time an ever growing Ko-
rean community has been creating 
its own niche area bringing the best 
of Korean food, entertainment and 
culture to a small corner of southern 
Xi’an. To tell the truth I have actually 
been looking for the elusive Han Guo 
Cheng (Korean Town) for about the 
past six months but was unsuccessful 
in locating it. Recently though a few 
of my friends stumbled upon a large 

area of Korean restaurants, signs, 
and snack shops. Located around the 
Greenland Century City in the south-
west of Gaoxin it’s just outside the 
south third ring road.

The first time I went there it was a 
few months ago and there weren’t 
many people around. Only a few folks 
had discovered the area and it first 
struck me to write an article for Xi-
anease to introduce it for everyone. 
There were restaurants open but just 
a handful of those had people inside, 

which kind of advertised the quality 
of each place. Though its name is “Ko-
rean Town” at that time it was actu-
ally more of a Korean food street with 
several decent restaurants, bars and 
cafes (plus some other interesting 
things I have yet to discover) all along 
Jin Ye Road. As time passed more and 
more places opened up, with a wider 
variety of places and shops, what was 
once a small Korean Food Street is 
now starting to grow to fill its name 
and become a true Korean Town.
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Besides places to eat there are also 
many small shops like grocery stores, 
fruit markets, specialty stores and 
so on. Keep in mind though that all 
of them have Korean character on 
their shop front it doesn’t neces-
sarily mean they sell Korean stuff or 
are owned by Koreans. Never fear 
though, with a little looking you will 
be able to find at least two Korean 
supermarkets selling imported Ko-
rean goods. They sell milk, noodles, 
sweets, housewares, books, newspa-
pers, and more all from Korea. Poke 
around in a few places and you’ll find 
the ones that are actually Korean and 
which are not.  

Besides those shops on the first floor, 
there are also more places opening 
upstairs. On the west-side of Jin Ye 
Road there is a tiny but delightful Ko-
rean style pool hall that is just finish-
ing decorating. There are other shops 
still under construction that I couldn’t 
figure out what they will be yet but I 
hope that whatever they are they will 
be authentic and interesting. 

The most popular restaurant in the 
area is actually not Korean at all, 
called MIWU Factory Restaurant it is 
a decent and well decorated Western 
restaurant. The extent of its popular-
ity can also be showed by the number 
of people waiting for tables at peak 

hours. Going with its name the en-
tire interior design and atmosphere 
follow the concept of a food factory. 
Though it’s not a very spacious place, 
it offers comfort and ease. Though 
the design is a bit “unique” the food 
here is very good. If you are like me 
and a BIG fan of pizza, spaghetti and 
waffles you’ll want to have an infinite-
ly large stomach so that you can taste 
everything. They do have specialties 
such as their signature combination 
pizza, ice cream waffles, and some-
thing called Pane which is spaghetti 
inside a loaf of bread.

Additionally, there are a few cafes 
and coffee shops both locally opened 
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and international brands with a Starbucks opening in early 
Spring. If you’re more of a night owl there is at least one 
high class pub already opened and a night club in the 
works.

Say you came to Korea Town for…well Korean Food (well 
this is obviously the place) there are plenty of options 
available to you with quite a few actually opened by Ko-
reans, which I believe must be much more authentic. I 
went to the Korean restaurant just beside MIWU Factory 
restaurant. It was one of the first restaurants opened in 
the area by a Korean woman that has lived in Xi’an for 
quite a while. She created it with both a casual main room 
dining as well as separate rooms with traditional Korean 
seating. While there I tried their bibimbap and topokki 
– both of which were great and had a wonderful conver-
sation with the owner. 

Overall Korean Town is growing, and so is its popularity. 
Where the restaurants used to be empty they are now 
filling up just like the streets themselves. While it still 
might be growing and forming, Korean Town is a great 
find and a great place to see how multicultural Xi’an is 
actually becoming. 

Unfortunately it isn’t located close to anything really but 
never fear because there is a bus station nearby, hop on 
bus 608 or 709. And they will drop you off right there! 
One benefit of it being a bit far away and not downtown 
is that there are less people hanging around, so it’s always 
easy to catch a cab home! 
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InformatIon: 
1. Xi’an Green Land Century Square 
Address: Jin Ye Road Green Land Century City 
(锦业路绿地世纪城) 

2. MIWU Factory Restaurant 
Average Price per Person: ¥70 
Address: Jin Ye Road Green Land Century City, Tao Jie Building 3, NO. 
10105 (锦业路绿地中央广场饕界3栋10105号(近鑫华府)) 
Phone: 029-68729684       Hours: 11:30am~21:30pm 

Question or comments about activities around Xi’an contact us at editorial@xianease.com
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One suitcase and a back-
pack, that’s what I arrived 

with.  And in 10 days the pack-
ers will come to box 4 cubic 
metres of my stuff to send 
back to Australia.  What hap-
pened?  This time 10 years ago 
I was figuring out what to pack 
for my 12 month adventure in 
China.  My household furniture 
was headed for storage, and 
friends were babysitting spe-
cial pieces, paintings and elec-
tronics for me.  My colleagues 
were giving me ‘See you in 12 
months’ parties and my family 
was planning on visiting me.

How did a planned 1 year leave 
of absence from work turn into 
10 years of living, working and 
travelling in China?  I fell in 
love.  Not with a person, but a 
country, with a culture, with a 
lifestyle so different from what 
I had been living.  

I’ve heard many stories about 
foreigners having ‘bad China 
days’, but can honestly say I’ve 
had a few ‘bad China minutes’ 
rather than days, and I’m not 
sure all of them together 
would add up to a day.

I was lucky to begin with, be-
cause I had a Chinese friend 
living in Xi’an who immediately 
introduced me to her friends, 
so as well as making some 
wonderful friends from many 
other countries, I was given 
a quick and easy entry into 
‘normal’ Chinese life.  I found 
friendships in China are very 
different.  Age and gender are 
pretty irrelevant when you are 
a stranger in a strange land, 
so I was able to make friends 
and hangout with people who, 
back home, would probably 
not have looked at me twice 
as a friend.  My Chinese friends 
are all around the ages of my 
daughters, and made sure I 
joined all of their activities – 

My Chinese 
Decade

 Article by  Deborah Howard
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although even they gave up on ka-
raoke after they heard me sing once 
or twice! I was encouraged to dance 
instead.

Adventure was what I came for and 
adventures I was determined to have, 
so one of my first big trips was to 
Lhasa and Mt. Everest – Chomolang-
ma.  This was with 5 other foreigners, 
but 3 of them were visiting from Oz, 
so in effect I was tour leader and liai-
son between them and our Chinese 
guide.  But after that, I headed off on 
my own.  I loved the ‘wild places’ and 
travelled to Lake Kanas in far north 
west Xinjiang, Inner Mongolia, as far 
west as possible in Tibet, following 
the border round from Lhasa to Ali, 
Kashgar and then Urumqi.  South I 
headed to Beihai, peering across the 
sea to see Vietnam.  In Jinghong, I 
enjoyed being a participant in a Dai 
wedding.  Horse trekking has been 
a regular holiday choice for me in 
Gansu/Sichuan, and camel trekking 
in Inner Mongolia and Xinjiang have 
added to my bumps and bruises.  
China is a fabulous place to travel, 
and getting off the beaten track is 
even better.  Cities… not so exciting 
to me.  I’ve had at least one trip a 
year to Beijing, as well as a couple 
to Shanghai and Shenzhen… and 
I’m definitely not a city girl.  Give me 
the mountain villages in Guangxi or 
Guizhou any day.

What has China given me? Cer-
tainly new ways of looking at the 
world.  New ways of finding and being 
friends; space and time to develop 
other interests and passions.  I now 
watch movies from all round the 
world – so what if I have to read sub-
titles?– introduced to me by friends 
from all round the world.  My music 
collection has become really eclectic.  
I eat pretty much anything and find 
it safer not to ask what it is. I’ve ap-
peared in TV commercials (unheard 
of back home…), been invited to all 
sorts of events: been a guest at about 
15 weddings – Dai, Tibetan, Han; vil-
lage weddings, big city weddings.  All 

celebrating love and happiness.

In China I developed my passion 
for photography, firstly as a way of 
showing family and friends back 
home what I was experiencing and 
then later as a way of recording and 
understanding a rapidly changing 
China.  I now have well over 100,000 
photographs on my numerous hard 
disks, and still add to them daily.  
China has not become boring with 
the passing of days.  The sword and 
fan dance ladies practicing early in 
the morning still interest me, the old 
man writing calligraphy on the ce-
ment, the babies with their split pants, 
the students repeating, repeating, re-
peating their textbooks in the garden 
of a morning… all still fascinating.

Why am I leaving?  Such a good 
question!  There are days when 
I’m not sure why; days when I wish 
I wasn’t; days when thinking about 
it makes me cry.  But then I get a 
Skype call from home and my heart 
gets pulled into Australia and I need 
to follow it.  So to make leaving easier 
I have created a list of all the good 
things to go to – family and friends, 
blue sky, stars at night, FRESH shell-
fish, salads, safe road crossings, my 
car, kittens that are waiting for me, be-
ing able to read every packet on the 
shelves in the supermarket, watching 
SBS news for ‘real’ news, challenging 
myself with a new job, drinking water 

from the tap, not needing to take tis-
sues to the bathrooms in shopping 
centres….  These are all little fingers 
beckoning me.

Then there is the list of reasons to 
leave:  go while I still love it and see 
being in China as an amazing adven-
ture, go before the politics drives me 
nuts, go while I still have good lungs, 
go before the food poisons me, go 
out on a high, go while I still want to 
come back.  

I’ve promised friends I will come back 
for their weddings – although I hope 

they organise them with enough time 
for me to save up between them!  The 
next couple of weeks will be a messy 
mix of highs and lows, of excitement 
and sadness, of parties and dinners, 
of goodbyes and plans for the future.  

China has given me so much, and I 
will always be grateful for the won-
derful friends I’ve made here, for the 
adventures and for changes that it 
created in me.

TRAVEL
Travel

You can contact Deborah at 
deborah.howard@xianease.com

Blog: http://lotuslightimages.com
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Some years ago I had a conversa-
tion with a 89 year old English 

woman who lived in a rambling 
house on the outskirts of Kyoto. 
Lily Hamada had moved to Japan in 
1915 when she was 21. “When I told 
my family I was going they were 
horrified,” she said to me, “how-
ever will you fit in they wanted to 
know and I told them I had no in-
tention of fitting in, being accept-
ed for who I was would be quite 
enough for me.” 

 Our first two months in the village 
were hard and I thought about 
what Lily had said many times. Lo-
cal habits and customs came as a 
shock and my sensitive European 
values were getting rattled like 
castanets. The lack of facilities, 
the food, the animal husbandry; it 
was all rather alarming and I often 
felt lost. For quite a while I couldn’t 
even decide if I liked our landlords 
Pan and Wan or for that matter if 
they liked us. In retrospect, neither 
was particularly sociable and some-
one like Wan would be a tough tur-
key in any culture. But in view of 
how we’d arrived on their doorstep 
accompanied by our flock of offi-
cials, they’d never had a chance to 
refuse us even if they’d wanted to.

We enjoyed a brief honeymoon pe-
riod before the criticism began. We 
did ours behind their backs; they 
did theirs to our faces. I’ll concen-
trate on theirs; we didn’t dress our 
daughter warmly enough, gave 
her too much money (1.5 Yuan per 
day), permitted her too much free 
expression and pressed her to eat 

our bland vegetables when what 
she really wanted was the salty, 
MSG-laced pork they were so 
fond of. They laughed when we 
prepared simple vegetable dishes 
and considered our sweet potato 
soup an absurdity. In the past they 
would have eaten a lot of sweet po-
tatoes themselves but now times 
were easier they fed their whole 
crop (bar the ones we saved from 
the shredder) to the pig who lived 
in the dungeon beneath the house. 
I grew to dread meal times.

And then there was the business of 
the baby black rabbit. I think Wan 
gave me up as a lost cause after 
that. The rabbit had been given 
to Li Chen by a journalist and we 
did our best to look after it but it 
died within a fortnight. I came in 
one morning to find it lying on its 
bed of straw, head lolled back and 
my sadness overflowed. I cried be-
cause baby rabbits were being sold 
like toys alongside chicks dyed pink 
and blue, because pigs were kept 
in dungeons, dogs were eaten and 
fish gutted live. I’d quoted Blake to 
Li Chen, “Better to live the life of 
a tiger for a day than a caged bird 
for a year,” and she’d agreed. We 
were going to climb the hills and 
let the rabbit go on the first sunny 
day but it died before the weather 
cleared. Pan told Wan the rabbit 
had died and when Wan heard 
me crying and saw Cassian and Li 
Chen comforting me I think she lost 
whatever dregs of respect she’d 
had left. Much like I’d lost mine for 
her the day she’d hurled her cat out 
the kitchen by its leg.

FAMILY
Fa

m
ily

 Article by  Carolyn

Square PegS In round HoleS
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Cassian and I decided that life in the village was too 
extreme and the facilities too basic, even the region-
al capital Kaili was beginning to feel like a provincial 
dead end. Li Chen alone was content. Existing in a 
halcyon state of buoyant flexibility, she was adapting 
to everything. She’d made all manner of friends up 
and down the village and if she didn’t feel like going 
to school she’d be with the embroidery ladies, in the 
jeweler’s workshop or running wild in the hills with 
the other happy truants. Never the less Cassian and I 
convinced ourselves that we were living in the wrong 
place and we went to Beijing to see our film director 
friend Ping and look at some alternatives. We were 
tempted by a northern Qing Dynasty mountain village; 
an ancient atmospheric ice box with flagstone alley-
ways and carved wooden doors. But the village school 
had closed and the children now went to school 20 
miles away and only came home during the holidays. 
Hutong life in the capital seemed to offer the most 
interesting prospects. An agent came up with a couple 
of rooms in a buzzing jam next to a primary school 
housed in an old temple behind Tiananmen Square. 
We liked the idea of being in the thick of it. Our neigh-
bours would be noodle makers, pedlars and all sorts. 
But then the paperwork and bureaucracy began to 
unfold. Registration in the capital was complex. With 
Ping’s help we started to set up the necessary meet-
ings but as the list grew we wavered.

I was genuinely surprised by how happy we all felt 
to see the conical hills and wooden farmhouses of 
Guizhou again. When the train pulled into Kaili station 
Li Chen jumped down and danced along the platform, 
“I feel like I’ve got a hundred hearts beating inside my 
chest!” she cried. Our trip had given us a new perspec-
tive and we’d come back with ideas. Within a week 
we’d moved out of Pan and Wan’s and rented our 
own 8 bedroom Miao farmhouse in the centre of the 
village. We installed a coal fired stove, decorated the 
house with travel photographs and Miao embroideries 
and bought a television. We were on a roll. We went 
into town and reserved a comfortable room in a hotel 
for weekends; two winter months of wooden buckets 
were sufficient. After that we engaged a private tutor. 
An attractive young woman who called herself ‘Lemon 
Tree’ came to our house 4 days a week and taught us 
Chinese. And that’s not all; we joined a Kung Fu club 
in Kaili and every weekend the 3 of us trained with a 
man who could spin himself across the room like a 
wild monkey.

We found a way to make our lives work in Guizhou and 
although we never fitted in;  being accepted for who 
we were and finding the strength to accept others 
was plenty good enough for me.

FAMILY
Fam

ilyIf you have any questions or comments you can reach Carolyn at 
carolyn@xianese.com 
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There can be times when you may need to teach 
a lesson with no materials. As English teachers, 

we always strive to plan good lessons, but sometimes 
things can go wrong on us and we need to think quick-
ly, improvise and go and teach ESL classes with little 
or no materials.

There can be a number of reasons why teachers may 
have to do this. You might find yourself being asked 
to cover a class for a sick teacher at short notice, you 
may have looked at last week’s schedule by accident 
or the photocopier might jam up on you. Whatever 
the reason you need to teach with no lesson plan, 
there is no need to panic and you can still have a 
great class.

Here are some ideas if you have to teach a class with 
no lesson plan or materials:

The Greatest Invention Ever
Get your students into pairs and ask them to write 
down 15 inventions that changed the world e.g. soap, 
mobile phones, glasses, paper, scissors, the internet. 
Give them a few minutes to think and then take 2-3 
inventions from each pair and write them on the 
board. Try to fill the board with at least 20-30 differ-
ent inventions.

Now, explain that the class needs to find the one in-
vention that has changed the world the most and 
become ‘The Greatest Invention’. Students must come 
to the board one by one and rub out one invention 
which they think is least important and explain why. 
This will create a lot of talking once they start rub-
bing out certain inventions and you can encourage 
this debate. Keep going until there is one remaining 
invention. This is a fantastic speaking class without 
any materials.

 Article by  Stuart allen

Teaching english 
wiTh no lesson 

Plan!!
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Mixed Dialogues

Divide your class into pairs and give each pair of 
students eight strips of paper. Ask them to write an 
eight part dialogue between two people, with each 
part of the dialogue on a separate piece of paper. 
Lower levels can just use one sentence on each pa-
per. Higher levels can write more.

Once they have finished writing the dialogue, pairs 
should mix up the strips of paper and hand them to 
another group to try and put together. Once it has 
been put in the right order, the new pairs can prac-
tice the dialogues or perform them in front of the 
class. Depending on how long your ESL class is, you 
can keep swapping up the dialogues multiple times 
and get lots of speaking, reading and comprehension 
practice. Again, this English class with no materials 
is easy to set up and just requires paper.

Random Story Words

On the board, write around 10-15 words on the 
board. Make them quite random, for example, bus, 
India, plastic bag, bicycle lock, thief, underwear, ten-
nis ball, etc. Now ask students to write a story with 
some of these words in the story. They should use 
as many words within the story as they can and en-
courage them to be imaginative. 

Students can then read out their stories and if you 
have enough time, you could ask them to role-play 
the funniest stories. 

Teaching English with no plan or materials can be a 
whole lot of fun and it is good to have a few ideas 
up your sleeve for when you least expect it. New 
teachers will especially find having to teach English 
with no plan very daunting and stressful, but actu-
ally you can sometimes have a fantastic class with 
no materials.

Good luck!

Do use WeChat on 
your phone? Click the 
code below to get 
daily lessons, games 
and ideas free to your 
phone! Great for TEFL 
teachers!!
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I‘m sure attending a Chinese 
wedding is not something un-

known to many, if not most, of 
Xianease readers; and for some, 
being a member of the wedding 
party may also be a particularly 
fond memory (I mean, how could 
your wedding day not be?). For 
me, that memory is a newly-plant-
ed seed in the closest recesses of 
my mind. My husband and I mar-
ried, in our Chinese ceremony this 
February, several days after Spring 
Festival, in his hometown, about a 
two hours drive from Xi’an. As the 
wedding took place in the coun-
tryside, and perhaps many of you 
who have attended or found your-
selves a groom (or bride) in a city 
wedding, there are some stark dif-
ferences and familiarities between 
the latter and the former.

First, the banquet in a tent outside. 
To be brutally honest, I’ve never 
attended a wedding in Xi’an, only 
in Baoji and a town not far from 
my husband’s hometown, but 
from what I observed at these 
weddings, our wedding differed 
greatly, in terms of venue. The 
tent, constructed just outside the 
entrance of my husband’s child-
hood home, served more than 400 
guests on that snowy February day, 

as well as dinner the day before 
and breakfast, mostly for neigh-
bors and the aunties and uncles 
who lent a helping hand, the fol-
lowing day. Guests came in waves, 
as the tent in no way could accom-
modate all at once (the family, my 
husband included, informed me 
after the fact that they expected 
more guests, but the snow proved 
a simultaneous ally and a foe).

A perhaps familiar portion of a 
Chinese ceremony, which involves 
picking up the bride at her child-
hood home needed an interesting 
twist, where my husband and his 
side (solely consisting of friends 
and a couple of uncles) impro-
vised and picked me up at a ho-
tel located in the county, about a 
half hour drive. The snow made 
this particular journey somewhat 
arduous as the county is in a val-
ley, and requires driving up and 
down a mountainous pass. This 
didn’t seem to perturb those in the 
wedding caravan, and once arriv-
ing at the hotel we (my guests and 
I) made sure to follow the Chinese 
wedding rules of not allowing the 
groom in the room immediately, 
but instead requiring him to an-
swer some questions about his 
wife-to-be. One of my guests even, 

as observed at other ceremonies, 
hid one of my shoes, for my hus-
band to find once he entered the 
room. After all the paparazzi-style 
treatment, the wedding party left 
the hotel, with my husband car-
rying me in his arms through the 
lobby until he placed me in the car, 
and his friends set off firecrackers.

The main event did not drastically 
sway from the Chinese weddings in 
my attendance repertoire: a staged 
ceremony complete with a Master 
of Ceremonies. I say staged, al-
though in our case, no rehearsal 
happened, because we stood on a 
stage (please excuse the uninten-
tional pun), and the MC read from 
prepared notes. Because we had 
guests from the US and Italy, we 
had the need to have two MCs: the 
MC hired by my husband’s parents 
and an impromptu MC, a guest of 
mine, who speaks a good deal of 
Chinese and translated for guests 
who would have had little to no 
idea of the goings-on. Introduc-
tions were made, including an im-
promptu self-introduction by yours 
truly (in Chinese), followed by 
bowing to the guests and our par-
ents, as well being adorned with 
pins and sashes, with speeches by 
various family members, from both 

My big faT 
chinese counTry-
side wedding
 Article by  Marissa Kluger
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sides of my husband’s family. My guests also impart-
ed good wishes and blessings before the ceremony 
wrapped up with bowing to our parents, in addition 
to the part where I call my husband’s parents “爸爸” 
and “妈妈” and ending with bowing to each other.

The day’s events culminated with 闹房, the bantering 
or teasing of the newlyweds on their wedding night. 
I can not vouch for whether or not this tradition is 
alive and well in the cities, but I observed this at the 
wedding I attended in the nearby town. Essentially, it 
requires the groom’s friends to keep the newlyweds 
from getting any shuteye. This can involve a number 
of tactics, in which the friends devise games, chat 
with the newlyweds, or just hang out in their room, 
playing Mahjong (and possibly chain-smoking). I do 
not think I am an expert on the custom, so therefore 
to go into much detail would be downright unfair. 
I am sure Chinese friends can enlighten us, myself 
included, who are not well versed in the practice.

If asked to find an appropriate word or phrase to de-
scribe our ceremony, I would certainly have to apply 
热闹, the Chinese word for hot noise, or better trans-
lated as lively, bustling with noise and excitement. 
Weddings are normally unforgettable, but I can’t help 
but think that my big fat Chinese countryside wedding 
is far more than unforgettable.

Marissa has lived and worked in Xi’an for three and a half years. 
She writes about her experiences at xiananigans.wordpress.com.
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 Name?      Gary Raymond Wood

 Your age?      29 years old

 Where are you from? 

County Durham, England.

 Length of stay in China? 

One year and a half.

 What do you do in Xi’an? 

Teaching English at Xi’an Tie Yi 
Zhong’s International Program.

 What do you love about China 
 and why? 

It’s immensely different to back 
home and I’m experiencing a new 
language. I’ve met great people 
from various countries that I would 
never have met otherwise. I’ve also 
changed the way I think about cer-
tain things. I know when I vacation 
back home in summer I’ll have some 
reverse culture shock.

 What do you dislike about China 
 and why? 

Foreigners saying how much they 
hate China and Chinese culture, yet 
never leave. Even I have my off days, 
but the last thing I would do is push 
that negativity onto other people. 
If you seriously hate it that much, 
leave!  Spitting in restaurants and 
children defecating on the pave-
ment are also pet hates of mine.

 What do you find strange 
 about living in China? 

Chinese people telling me I’m 
‘Handsome.’ Seriously! I’m losing 
my hair! I have a head shaped like a 
rugby ball, with its size being out of 
proportion to the rest of my body! 
My canines are turning yellow and I 
barely shave once a week! I’m prob-
ably the furthest thing you could 
imagine from ‘Handsome’, Ha ha!

 Could you imagine spending the 
 rest of your life in China? 

Who knows? Right now I’m work-
ing, enjoying life and saving for my 
future. Let the good times roll!

 What advice would you give some 
 one coming to China? 

If it was someone from the West I 
would probably tell them to be pre-
pared. China is not just a different 
culture, it’s a different world.
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Everybody has a story to tell. Each of us holds our own views, opinions and principles which 
we live by. These are the things which make us unique. Since coming to Xi’an I’ve had 

the chance to meet many various people, have many great experiences. Living out here has 
truly changed me as a person. However, one thing which has interested me overall is the way 
foreigners in Xi’an have different reasons for loving, and sometimes loathing, the same place. 
With this in mind, I took it upon myself to interview three people (four including me!) about 
their views on life in China.

 Article by  Gary Wood

China Xi’an Tai Chi
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 Name?      Martin Graham

 Your age?      25

 Where are you from?      England

 Length of stay in China?      7 years

 What do you do in Xi’an? 

I’m currently doing my masters in Chinese and Inter-
national law.

 What do you love about living in China and why? 

The friendliness and hospitality of the Chinese people.

 What do you dislike about China and why? 

I’ve resided in Xi’an for 7 years and yet I am still treated 
like someone who is just passing through, labelled a 
“visitor”, a traveller who has come to Xi’an to rest his 
weary feet. It’s a bit disappointing to feel this way after 
this long in the country.

 What do you find strange about living in China? 

After living here as long as I have I don’t find anything 
particularly strange about China.

 Could you imagine spending the  rest of your life in 
 China? 

I do see myself living here for many years to come but 
I’d have to say to that I couldn’t see myself living here 
for the rest of my life. I want to be a part of a commu-
nity and not on the outside looking in.

 What advice would you give  someone coming to 
 China?  

China is entirely different to the environment that we 
grew up in and for anyone who wants to come; I’d 
strongly suggest them to be mentally prepared for life 
in this country.
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 Name?      Michael Onyango

 Your age?      35 years old

 Where are you from? 

Uganda

 Length of stay in China? 

Almost 7 years

 What do you do in Xi’an? 

I work with Xian Aston English 
school, Location 4 as foreign loca-

tion manager and also do personal 
business between China and a few 
African countries. 

 What do you love about China and 
 why? 

The abundance of free time that al-
lows me to do other things beside 
my job.

 What do you dislike about China 
 and why? 

The dirty air and people spitting 
everywhere all the time.

 What do you find strange about 
 living in China? 

To be honest I am a free spirited per-
son so there is nothing I would say 
to be so strange in my eyes.

 Could you imagine spending the 
 rest of your life in China?

It is quite possible, I can’t rule it out. 
Originally I had planned to spend 
3 years here but as time moves on 

I seem to like it more and above 
all my wife is Chinese which might 
be the reason for me to even stay 
longer. However east or west home 
is always best.

 What advice would you give 
 someone coming to China? 

China is a nice place to live in if you 
do the right things at the right time. 
Generally Chinese people are nice 
and friendly and if you are some-
one who likes making friends then 
you will for sure have many friends. 
Great places to visit and great plac-
es to have as much fun as you want 
too.
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  Name?      Alibek Ibraev Bolatovich

 Your age?      25

 Where are you from? 

Republic of Kazakhstan

 Length of stay in China? 

7 years

What do you do in Xi’an? 

Doing my degree in Xian Jiao Tong 
University. Studying Chinese lan-
guage and culture. Its kinda hard, 
and challenging, but I like it because  
how many people back in my coun-
try really have the chance to study 
Chinese  in China? Not so many I 
would say, that’s why I am learning 
Chinese.  

 What do you love about China 
 and why? 

I love Chinese cuisine because it’s 
totally different then Russian cuisine 
and it’s cheap as well. Chinese food 
culture is amazing, because each 
part of China has its own distinctive 

food culture. For example, food in 
Beijing is totally different than food 
in Urumqi or in Guangzhou.

 What do you dislike about China 
 and why? 

People smoking in public places, like 
in restaurants and elevators. I don’t 
understand how people can smoke 
in those kinds of places when it says 
that you can’t. I try not to pay at-
tention to that but sometimes when 
people start to smoke in a place like 
McDonalds or in an elevator, I get 
mad.

 Could you imagine 
 spending the rest of 
 your life in China? 

Actually I can’t. Don’t get me 
wrong, China is a nice place to live 
but not for the rest of my life. There 
is a saying in my country: “East or 
west; home is best.”

 What advice would you give 
 someone coming to China?  

Try to accept that China’s culture is, 
more than likely, very different to 
your own. If you try your hardest to 
embrace Chinese culture, it’ll make 
the transition into Chinese life much 
smoother.

Chinese Cuisine

Big Wild Goose Pagoda
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I  think I can speak for everyone 
when I say that there is nothing 

worse than having to visit a doctor, 
go to hospital or even worse still, 
the dentist. Especially when in a 
foreign country where there can 
be a huge difference in language 
and culture.

Ya Zhi Dentistry is located on KeJi 
road, opposite Starbucks, next to 
the newly built footbridge.  Con-
veniently, it is also on the second 
floor, which means there is no 
need to worry about passers-by 
looking to see if you have, or have 
not, been caring for your teeth 
properly.

Once inside, you will be greeted 
and shown upstairs, where you will 
find a large waiting room stocked 
with ample supplies of liquid re-
freshments, magazines to flick 
through, a piano to rehearse on 
and even a kids play room.

The facilities are extremely mod-
ern with multiple digital X-ray ma-
chines, some of which can auto-
matically X-ray your whole mouth, 
whilst making sure that exposure 

to radiation is kept to a  minimum. 
There are at least 10 examination 
rooms including an examination 
room for children; complete with 
a dinosaur looking chair and paint-
ings on the wall.  The rooms are 
also equipped with TV screens so 
that you can examine the work 
that has taken place, with the help 
of a tiny camera, if required.

There is a good level of English at 
Ya Zhi.  Receptionists can handle 
basic English and there is always 
a translator on hand to help with 
more complicated enquiries;  who 
can also accompany you into the 
examination room if further trans-
lation is required.

My own experience with Ya Zhi 
has been positive, and very west-
ern in their approach to dentistry.  
In order to minimise waiting time, 
appointments are required to be 
made with the dentist for any work 
needed. You will then be reminded 
by either phone or text a day in ad-
vance of  your appointment. I have 
been visiting Doctor Guo, the di-
rector of the practice, whose Eng-

lish is very good. He is patient and 
takes a lot of care in his work, as 
too does his assistant. The amount 
of care he takes can be exemplified 
by the use of a pre-anaesthetic on 
your gum before further adminis-
tering any anaesthetic needed for 
the job.

You might think that such a dentist-
ry would be extremely expensive. 
However, prices are  very reason-
able compared to similar institu-
tions in the west.  For a normal fill-
ing, you will be looking at around 
￥300, however, this can be dis-
cussed with the dentist further, as 
each material is priced differently.  
Additionally, there are about 15 
different types of crowns to choose 
from. So there should be enough 
choice to cater for everyone, no 
matter their economic situation.

 Article by Kris Quigley

雅至口腔

YA ZHI
DENTISTRY

Kris lives with his wife and daugh-
ter in Xi’an and has been here for 9 
years.  He is currently the MYP Co-
ordinator at Hanova International 
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 Article by  nicole - XIS Student
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Maan Coffee is a cozy but spacious waffle and 
coffee house located by the south gate of Day-

anta. It’s a great place to wind down after a long and 
stressful day for some well-deserved treats and free 
Wi-Fi. Their menu isn’t limited to waffles; they also 
serve a delectable French toast, Korean shaved ice, 
and hamburgers. Trust me though, once you catch a 
glimpse of the mouthwatering food models, you’ll be 
tempted to try a bit of everything!

Strolling into the loft-like café was like walking into 
a scene from Beauty and the Beast. One of the walls 
was a vintage bookcase filled with classics, there were 
multi-colored chandeliers dangling from the ceiling, 
and mismatched chairs complete the sophisticated 
ambience and atmospheric lighting. But that’s not it; 
if you were to ascend a wooden staircase, you would 
see an array of couches coaxing you to sit down and 
recline on them. The interior designer definitely put 
a lot of imagination and effort into decorating the 
elaborate restaurant.

Two of my friends accompanied me on my task to 
rate this coffee shop. We all started out with a Signa-
ture Maan Coffee which comes with sugared pieces 
of toast.  Afterwards I ordered the fruit waffle topped 
with your choice of ice cream, whipped cream, pow-

Address / 地址: 
north side of Qujiang Dantang Buyecheng Pedestrian Street, Yanta District, Xi’an   
(西安市雁塔区曲江大唐不夜城步行街北口 )

Getting there: Go to the side of Dayan Ta with the giant monk statue. Walk away from Dayan Ta on 
the left hand side of the street. Maan Coffee is located on the second floor so take the large stairs just 
before  Vanguard to get to the entrance

Tel / 电话: 029-6368 2222             Hours / 时间: 10:00am – 1:00am            Price Per Person: ￥50

- A Pleasent Surprise in Busy Qujiang
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dered sugar and fruit. One of my friends ordered the 
plain waffle which came with whipped cream, choco-
late sauce and maple syrup, and the other ordered 
the waffle breakfast set complete with bacon, eggs, 
and a salad. We were all delighted with our orders 
and can’t wait to go again!

As the temperature warms and the days are getting 
longer swing by Maan Coffee with a group of friends 
and indulge in an hour of delectable excellence.
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The holidays are past and the new 
year is already well underway, this is 
about the time when everyone once 
again buries their heads in work and 

waits for it to get warmer…Well times 
flies when you’re having fun right? 

Head on out to the March pub quiz at 
Belgian Bar  to tickle your brain and 

excite your senses. 
www.xianease.com

www.xianease.com    

Belgian Bar and xianease
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 King OR Queen Of the table POOl tOuRney
This monthly hullabaloo is similar to the 
infamous Mos Eisley without the sever-
ing of arms (usually anyway). No matter 
what the weather outside inside is always 
a good time with rotating rules and wobbly 
cues. Held on the second Wednesday of 
the month at Demon bar come on out and 
try your hand and maybe you will win the 
money and respect you deserve.

March  2014
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tOastmasteRs
It’s said that 74% of people are scared of 
public speaking, while only 68% are scared 
of death, which would mean that at the fu-
neral the person giving the eulogy has the 
more difficult job… If you’re one of those 
74% why not see if you can do something 
about that and head down to the Xi’an 
Chapter of the Toastmasters?
www.xianease.com/toastmasters
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3Rd annual Xianease Chili COOK Off
The third time in four years we have held 
this contest and every time the competition 
gets steeper and the crowd gets larger. This 
year the Sculpting in Time on FEN XIANG 
opened their doors to us and let the chili 
hungry crowded masses in. From young to 
old everyone was there and ready to taste 
and rate the chili on offer and Mr. Johnnie 
Gillick won with his Meaty Lunch Lady Chili! 
Find out the next event at 
      www.xianease.com/events 

xianease44 March  2014



xianeasewww.xianease.com    45March  2014

fiRst eveR RObbie buRns night

What does a sheep’s heart, liver, and lungs, 
a cow’s stomach, poetry, and a big knife all 
have in common? It’s all part of Robbie Burn’s 
night and in the true spirit of the evening 
(January 25th) people gathered at the Bel-
gian Bar to revel in fine scotch, bad poetry, 
and tasty treats. If you missed it never fear, 
this might have been the first Robbie Burns 
night…but it won’t be the last! 

xianeasewww.xianease.com    45March  2014
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hOOteRs gRand OPening
Yet another indication of Xi’an getting 
larger and more international the 
US based brand Hooters opened up 
on Gaoxin 2nd Rd in February. With 
a packed dining hall and more hula-
hooping then you could poke a stick 
at they celebrated with chicken wings, 
burgers, and beer. Head on down and 
see what all the fuss is about! 

xianease46 March  2014



xianeasewww.xianease.com    47March  2014

XiaO hua salsa PaRty at swisstOuChes
Dim lights and great music made for a 
memorable evening of seductive danc-
ing in a classy atmosphere. For folks say-
ing that Xi’an doesn’t have interesting 
things to do should check out Xiao Hua 
Salsa classes at 18049070159 and for 
those looking for a great place to head 
out to check out the Skyline Bar at Swiss-
touches in Gaoxin. 

– Pictures by the ever vivacious Marco! 

xianeasewww.xianease.com    47March  2014
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F8  The Belgian Bar
杰诺比利时酒吧
Shun Cheng Nan Lu #69
(East Side Inside The South 
Gate)
南门顺城南路中段69号
(南门里东侧150米处)
Phone: 029-8725 6656
            13201672369
A popular and friendly pub with 
Xian’s largest Belgian beer 
selection including two Belgian 
draft beers. Happy Hour 5PM to 
8PM daily. 
Food served lunch and dinner.

F8  Park Qin
秦文化主题酒吧 
#2 Shun Cheng Xi Xiang near 
the South Gate
顺城西巷2号靠近南门	
Phone: 029-8728 7720 
Located just inside the South 
Gate, this is a popular bar for 
both westerners and chinese. 
They serve Heineken on draft.

F8  De Fu Lou Cafe & Bar
德福楼酒吧
#39, De Fu Xiang Street (Bar 
Street)
德福巷39号
Phone: 029-8728 3630
One of the first bars ever to 
open in Xian and a favourite 
hangout for locals. Live football 
on the big screen and live music 
every night. Paulaner and Vedett 
Blond on tap.

E8  Just Enjoy Life Bar 
里享生活馆
Southwest corner inside the city 
wall, the new bar street
城墙内西南墙角新酒吧一条街
Phone: 029-8738 6888  
Hours: 11:00 -- 2:00

G8  GELIN
格林餐吧
#1F101, XiYun Jewelry 
City,South Part of ST.Bai Shu 
Lin  柏树林南段
Phone: 029-8736 0997
Hour: 19:00 -- 21:00
Carlsberg Draft & Tequila 
Sunrise.20%. 
LADIES NIGHT. 21:00~23:00
All Cocktails 50% Off.
Every expat can get a free mem-
bership card.

B11  Green Molly 
绿茉莉餐厅&爱尔兰酒吧
200m north on your right hand 
of the GINWA shopping center 
back door.
西安市高新区高科大厦副楼 
一层(世纪金花商场后门向北 
200米路东)
Phone: 029-8188 3339

F8  Fantasy
范特西
5th & 6th floor, #46 South Street
西安市南大街46号5-6层
New disco club located on 
South Street.
Phone: 029-8763 3999

G7  Habana Club in Sofitel
哈瓦那
#319, Dong Xin Street
陕西省西安市东新街319号
Phone: 13571887543

J9 Fantasy KTV
真爱范特西KTV
#159,Xingqing nan lu

碑林区兴庆南路159号
Phone: 029-8813 1234

F7  Party World
钱柜
#1, North Street
西安西华门1号凯爱大厦1-3
层
Phone: 029-6267 8888

F11  Real Love
真爱娱乐广场
#1 Chang’an North Road, op-
posite the Shaanxi library
长安北路1号1 
Phone: 029-8525 1234

F10  Tang Dynasty Show 
Palace
唐乐宫
Chang’an Lu, nearby the Coca-
cola stadium
长安路，临近省体育场
Phone: 029-8526 1633
The show is performed by 
the “Tang Dynasty Song & 
Dance Troupe”, a branch of the 
“Shaanxi Provincial Song & 
Dance Troupe”. 

K8  Changan Banquet
长安夜宴
Changle Theatre, #17 Jinhua 
South Road
金花南路17号长乐剧院 (咸宁
桥以北300米处）
Phone: 029-8322 1111
Changan Banquet is the latest 
dinner & performance show 
now open in Xi’an

.

Sculpting in Time  
雕刻时光

K9  #28 Xianning West Road
雁塔区咸宁西路28号交大一
村四舍(交大商场往西500米)
Spacious and comfortable cafe
Phone: 029-8537 5772

a10  2F, Golden Bridge Plaza, 
Keji Lu
高新区科技路金桥国际广场
BC座2层
Phone: 029-8886 0857
Hours: 08:30 -- 23:30

B11  Timo Coffee Bar
Providing top quality 
coffee and cocktail, 
with great environment
高新区高新路51号尚中心底
商（高新一中小处部对面）
Phone: 029-6820 0902
Hours: 10:00 -- 24:00

G14  Village Café
香村咖啡馆
#32 Shida Lu, Nearby the Shanxi 
Normal University
雁塔区师大路32号
Phone: 029-8522 2150
Located in the south by Wai 
Yuan and Shi Da.

King Coffee
K 咖啡

F7  #1st Floor of Fang Hui 
Mansion, No. 383 East Street
东大街383号方汇大厦B1楼

F8  #52, Nan Da Jie
西安市南大街52号

NIGHTLIFE - ENTERTAINMENT
N

ig
ht

lif
e

Bars

KTV

Shows

Cafes

Clubs

We have lots more listings online either use your smart phone and scan the QR code or go to
www.xianease.com/xianguide to check them all out!!!
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G12  #25, Yan Ta West Road 
西安市大唐通易坊25号
Hours: 9:00 -- 22:30

h8  Squirrel café
松鼠家咖啡
100 meters to the west along the 
wall inside He Ping Men
碑林区和平门内沿城墙向西
100米
Phone: 029-8752 4343
            137 0023 2148
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00

F8  Back Nook Cafe 
后角咖啡
100m inside Dong Shun Cheng 
lane,South Gate, Xi’an
西安市南门里东顺城巷内
100米 
Phone: 029-8725 3257
www.backnookbar.com
Hours: 11:00 -- 01:00

F7  Colabo 
Italian Restaurant
ColABo意大利餐厅

11F, K.I.Tower, #1 of Xihuamen
西安市西华门凯爱大厦11层
Phone: 029-7201501/87201502
Colabo is one of those places 
that once you set foot in you 
realize that you are in for a good 
meal.
Hours:11:30 -15:00 (L.O.14:00)
           17:30 -22:00 (L.O.21:15)

F6  Burger King
汉堡王
地铁二号线北大街站C出口
B1层
Phone:8738 8321
Hours: 8:00am-10:00pm

a9 汉堡王唐延中心城店
唐延路168号唐延中心城负一
层（永辉超市旁）
Phone:13324562395
Hours: 7:00-12:30

Subway
赛百味

F7  西大街店
#125 the West Street
西大街 125号，百盛购物中
心西侧
Phone: 029-8727 4255 (Deliver)
Hours: 7:00 -- 22:30

h12  大雁塔店
Great Tang’s All Day Mall, 
South Square of Big Wild 
Goose Pagoda.
大唐不夜城新乐汇内，中国

银行旁
Phone: 029-8557 3669 (Deliver)
Hours: 8:00 -- 22:30

B10  高新店
#17,Gaoxin 1st.Road
高新一路17号
Phone: 029-8826 9812 (Deliver)

D10 Jane’s garden
简的花园
8th Floor of the Feng 

Run International Bld. 50m 
from the Northwest Corner of 
Tai Bai Lu and the 2nd Ring Rd 
Intersection, near Vivo City. 
太白路立交西北角向北50米
丰润国际简的花园8楼
American style Club; Garden 
restaurant
Phone: 029-8885 6266
Hours: 11:30 -- 23:30

h13  Small World Café
小世界咖啡
Big Goose Pagoda Location
Huanta Nanlu, Da Yan Ta   
大雁塔环塔南路6号
Phone: 029-8557 3949
Friendly dutch owned cafe serv-
ing both western and chinese 
food. Check out their Terracotta 
Warrior breakfasts.

F8  3 Royal 3 Houses
3皇3家
South Nan Guan Jie Branch
1st Floor, Wei Ye Building, 
#69 Nan Guan Road
碑林区南广济街69号伟业大
厦1楼
Hours: 09:00 -- 23:30

a9  Boпгa
伏尔加俄罗斯餐厅酒吧
No.5-10201,2F, lai an yi jing 
shopping area, #1, tang yan lu, 
gaoxin district.
Phone:029-8816 9595
Hours: 09:00-02:00

B11  Siam Garden
暹罗园
1F,shangri-la hotel,#38,ke ji 
road,gaoxin.
高新区科技路38号香格里拉
酒店1楼  
Phone: 029-8875 8888
Hours: 11:00 -- 14:00
            17:00 -- 22:00

a10  Sparrow Bar & Restaurant
欢雀美式餐厅
C block,wang zuo international 
city,ke ji road,Gaoxin district.
高新区科技路旺座国际城C座
后花园
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00
Phone: 029-8881 1888

Paulaner Bräuhaus 
Add:Level 1, Kempinski Hotel 
Xi’an ,No. 6 West Section, 
Euro-Asia Avenue, Chanba 
Ecological District
Phone: 029-8355 0000/8333
Hours: Monday - Sunday 
            3:00 pm - Midnight

h12 Bierhaus
德瑞坊
#6,Tong Yi Fang,Yan Ta West 
Road,Xi’an
西安雁塔区雁塔西路大唐通
易坊6号
Phone: 029-8543 0602
Hours: 11:30 -- 23:00

E11 Pho Nha Trang
越芽庄
B1 floor, Kai De Guang Chang, 
Nan er huan, yanta district
雁塔区南二环凯德广告B1楼
Phone: 029-8556 7499
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00

F7  Colabo 
Italian Restaurant
ColABo意大利餐厅 

11F, K.I.Tower, #1 of Xihuamen
西安市西华门凯爱大厦11层

Phone: 029-87201501/87201502
Colabo is one of those places 
that once you set foot in you 
realize that you are in for a good 
meal.
Hours:11:30 -15:00 (L.O.14:00)
           17:30 -22:00 (L.O.21:15)

L’acquolina in bocca
阿果里呐

B14 #5 Tai Bai Nan Road, zi 
wei shang ceng, 2nd, east build-
ing, shop no.20107
高新区太白南路5号紫薇尚层
东2号楼20107
Phone: 029-8889 4573
Hours: 11:00 -- 20:00 (Sunday off)

Ke Ji road xi kou,no.18 du shi 
yin xiang street, ground floor, 
shop no.10116
高新区科技路西口都市印象街
区18栋1层10116
Phone: 13363990100
Hours: 11:00 -- 21:00

Papa John’s
棒约翰

h13 1st&2nd Floor,Happy 
Mall,Dayan Pagoda Plaza.
曲江新区大雁塔南广场东南侧
新乐汇A5区1,2层
Phone:029-8535 8732
Hours:10:30-22:30

h6 Wanda Plaza,Min Le Yuan, 
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Jie Fang Road.
解放路民乐园万达广场
Phone:029-8740 2921
Hours:10:00-22:00

c9  Redfurt
红堡印度餐厅
Redfort-Indian Pavilion, Xi’an 
Tang West Market, Silk Street, 
No. 118 Laodong South Road
莲湖区劳动南路大唐西市118
号丝绸之路风情街红堡印度区
Phone:029-84113559 / 
18701590786 
Hours:11:00am-10:00pm

h12  Delhi Darbar
新德里餐厅
#3 Da Tang tong Yi Fang, Yanta 
Xi Lu
雁塔西路大唐通易坊东头3号
Phone: 029-85255157
Very popular restaurant serving 
authentic Indian dishes. Great 
food, a nice atmosphere and 
reasonable prices make this a 
favourite.
Hours: 10:30 -- 23:00

G12  Cacaja
印度菜菜
#46 Yanta Xi Lu
雁塔西路46号
Phone: 029-85252536
Hours: 11:30 -- 16:30
            17:30 -- 22:30

a13  
Inimitable Restaurant
旺角创意餐厅

Japanese cuisine; BBQ; Dessert.
科技五路旺座现代城C座
Block C, wangzuo xiandai-
cheng, ke ji 5 lu, Gaoxin.
Phone:029-88785478
Hours: 11:00-14:00
            17:00-21:30

G7  Koi by Sofitel
锦鲤餐厅
#319 Dongxin Jie
东新街319号
The light yet distinctive flavour 
of Japanese dishes prepared 
by Japanese chefs. Featuring 
teppanyaki tables, sushi area, 
private tatami rooms and deli-
cious a la carte selections.
Phone: 029-8792 8888ext 4689
Hours: 11:30 -- 14:00
            17:30 -- 22:00

Ajisen Ramen
味千拉面
h6  1F, Wan Da Shopping Mall, 
#8 Yanta Lu
雁塔路8号万达广场1楼
Phone: 029-85560358
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00

F8  2F, Melody Hotel, #86 
Xida Jie
西大街86号美伦酒店2楼
Phone: 029-87639368
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00

F11  Sarabol
萨拉伯尔韩国料理
#14 Chang’an Bei Lu, East gate 
of the Shaanxi Stadium
长安北路14号
Phone: 029-8559 0088
This is a nice Korean restaurant; 
they serve the best Korean food 
in Xi’an. The barbecue makes 
you mouth water and the hand-
pulled noodles in soup are tasty.
Hours  11:00 -- 21:30

F8  Tudari
土大力
2F, INTIME Shopping Mall, 
#48 Xida Jie
西大街48号银泰广场2楼
Phone: 029-8727 1264

Hours: 11:00 -- 23:00
B11  Bai Xing Chu Fang
百姓厨房
#6 Guangde Lu
光德路6号
Phone: 029-8831 7280
Hours: 11:30 -- 21:30

c7  Lao Pu Kao Ya
北京老铺烤鸭
#1 Laodong Bei Lu 
劳动北路1号
Phone: 029-8864 5888
Hours: 11:00 -- 14:30
            16:00 -- 21:00

Grand Hong Kong
大香港鲍翅酒楼

B10  #3 Gaoxin Road
高新路三号   
Phone: 029-8122 6785
Hours: 7:00 -- 11:00
           10:30 -- 14:30

I7  #1 middle of Huancheng 
Dong Lu
环城东路中段1号   
Phone: 029-8240 3688
Hours: 7:00 -- 11:00
           10:30 -- 14:30

h12  Tianlong Vegetarian 
天龙宝严素食馆
#1 Yanta West Road
雁塔西路1号
Phone: 029-8526 6880
Hours: 11:00 -- 21:00

h13  Datang Vegetarian
大唐素食坊
#5 Yanta 1st Road
雁塔一路5号207

G10  Xiao Yang Kao Rou
小杨烤肉
#256 Jianshe Xi Lu
建设西路256号
Phone: 029-8110 1825
Hours: 10:00 -- 14:00
            17:00 -- 04:00

F7  Hui Min Jie
回民街
Near Drum Tower
鼓楼旁边

Hai Di Lao

海底捞

h12  #11, South of Yanta Lu
雁塔路南段11号
Phone: 029-8553 6971
Hours: 10:30 -- 03:00

B10  3F, Gao Ke Buliding, #1 
Gaoxin Si Lu
高新四路1号高科广场3楼
Phone: 029-8836 1337
Hours: 10:30 -- 03:00
D10  Bibini 

Nice-cream
比比里意式冰淇淋店
Gelato, Coffee, Des-
sert, Snacks 
太白路立交，怡丰城，负一
层步行街
Basement 1, Vivo City, TaiBai 
roundabout
Phone: 029-8730 0162

Hours: 10:00-22:00

Baskin Robbins
芭斯罗缤

c10  1F Xinhui Buliding, 
#25 Gaoxin Lu
高新路25号新汇大厦1楼
Phone: 029-8825 6863
Hours: 09:30 -- 23:00

G8 #1 Luo Ma Shi, South of 
Min Sheng Shopping Mall
骡马市1号民生百货南侧
Phone: 029-8765 6554
Hours:  09:30 -- 23:00

Lotus Supermarket
易初莲花超市
a10  #3 Tang Yan Road
唐延路3号，枫叶新都市对面
Thai supermarket.
Southeast of the Television 
Tower on Changan Street
电视塔东南角

F14  Korean Supermarket
韩国食品超市
#18 Xin Yuan Residential Area 
Tian Tan West Road
天坛西路杏园小区18号楼
Phone: 029-8533 6200  
            13379037071
Hours: 08:00 -- 21:00

F14  Metro
麦德龙超市
#86 Chan’ an Road, 50 meters 
to the TV Tower
长安南路86号，临近电视塔
Western Supermarket located 
next to the TV tower in the 
South of Xi’an. This is one 
of the best places in Xi’an to 
purchase imported food such as 
cheese, beer, wine, meats and 
those hard to find ingredients.

G8  Wal-Mart
沃尔玛
Luo Ma Shi Pedestrian Street
骡马市商业步行街

F8  Kai Yuan Shopping Mall
开元商城
#6 East Avenue next to the Bell 
Tower
东大街解放市场6号
Phone: 029-8723 5340
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F8  Zhong Da International 
Shopping Center
中大国际
30 South Street
南大街30号
Phone: 029-8720 3000
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00

Ginwa Shopping Center
世纪金花购物中心

F7  #1 Xida Jie next to the 
bell tower
西大街1号钟鼓楼广场
Phone: 029-87631708
B11  #55 Keji Lu
科技路55号
Phone: 029-6296 1099
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00

Wan Da Shopping Mall
万达广场

h10  #8 North of Yanta Lu
雁塔路北段8号

h6  Wulu Kou
五路口东南角

Ren He Tea Market
人和茶叶市场
#101 Chang Le Zhong Road
长乐中路101号

Shaanxi Qing Gong  
Tea Market

陕西轻工茶城
Yi Wu Market, #188 Chang Le 
Central Road
长乐中路188号 义乌商城

F11  Bai Hui Market
百汇市场
Bai Hui Market, Chang’an 
Central Road
长安中路 百汇市场

I6  Duo Cai Wholesale 
Clothing Mall
多彩服装商城
215 Chang Le West Road
长乐西路215号

F14 Hua Dong Wholesale 
Clothing Market (Chang’an Store)
华东服装商城 (长安店)
Wu Jia Fen, Chang’an  
South Road
长安南路陕西师范大学对面 
吴家坟

F11  Impulse Fitness Equipment
英派斯商用力量产品
#14 Changan North Road 
Building D of Shaanxi TiJiao  

Building, Xi’an.
长安北路14号省体育场南大
门东侧 省体教公寓D座1层
Phone: 029-8523 0026
Hours: 09:00 -- 18:00

Five Ring Outlets
五环工厂店
B10  #18 Gaoxin Lu
高新路18号

K9  South of Er Huan  Dong Lu 
东二环与咸宁西路交叉十字

Traditional Chinese  
Medicine Market
西安万寿路中药材市场
Wan Shou Road North, Xi’an.
万寿北路

Lao Bai Xing  
Medicine Store
老百姓大药房

F6  Beida Jie intersection
北大街十字
Phone: 029-8721 1888

Suning Home Appliance
苏宁电器

F6  #23 Lian Hu Road
莲湖路23号
Phone: 029-8731 9196
Hours: 09:30 -- 19:00

Guo Mei  Appliance
国美电器

B11  1 Keji Lu
科技路1号
Phone: 029-8856 9620
Hours: 09:00 -- 21:30

I1  Da Ming Gong  
Furniture Center
大明宫建材家具城
#180 Tai Hua Bei Road
太华北路180号
Phone: 029-8811 6666
Hours: 09:30 -- 18:00

San Sen International Furni-
ture Center
三森国际家居汇展中心
#18 Chang’an Nan Road, 
YanTa District
长安南路18号
Phone: 029-85337891
Hours: 09:00 -- 18:30

D11  Macalline
红星美凯龙
#1 Taibai North Road, 
Bei Lin District
碑林区太白北路1号
Phone: 029-6262 6666
Hours: 09:30 -- 18:30

I7  Ba Xian An Antique 
Market
八仙庵古玩市场
Ba Xian An, An Ren Fang, 
Bei Lin District
新城区安仁坊八仙庵

F8  Shu Yuan Gate
书院门
Shu Yuan Gate,  
南门里书院门

F11  Xi’an Antique City
西安古玩市场
#2 Central Section of Zhu Que 
Avenue
朱雀大街2号

F7  Bei Yuan Gate
北院门
Bei Yuan Gate, Lian Hu District
莲湖区北院门

F7  Muslim Street
回民街
Hui Min Street, Drum Tower 
Square
鼓楼广场回民街

G7  Belltower Bookstore
钟楼新华书店
#337 East avenue
东大街377号
Phone: 029-8721 6194

G12  Wang Bang Book City
万邦图书城
#126 Xiao Zhai East Road
小寨东路126号百隆广场一层
Phone: 029-8793 7360

E12  Zhong Shan Book Mall
中山书城
#158 Yan Ta Road, Xi’an.
雁塔西路158号
Phone: 029-8523 5456

E10  Yanta Flower Market
小雁塔苗圃市场
Zhu Que Avenue
朱雀大街，西安体育学院后
门对面
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c10  Megafit Fitness Center
美格菲
#3 Gao Xin Lu
高新路3号
Phone: 029-8823 6688
Providing top quality equip-
ment, with international stand-
ards of management

F8  Megafit Fitness Center
#80 South Jie, Xi’an
南大街 80号
Phone: 029-8727 6688

a11 ZuoYouKe Theme Hotel
左右客
room Rsv.86-029-88861678
Meal Rsv.86-029-89189153
西安市高新区高新四路14号
#14,4th Gaoxin Road, Hi-Tech 
District,Xi’an
www.zuoyouke.cn
http://blog.sina.com.cn/zuoyouke

h13 The Westin Xian
西安威斯汀大酒店
#66 Ci En Road, Qu Jiang New 

District, Xi’an
曲江新区慈恩路66号
Phone: 029-6568 6568
For a better you! Enter a Westin® 
hotel, and you’ll immediately no-
tice how good it feels to be here.

a12  Swisstouches
瑞斯丽酒店
#22 Feng Hui South Road, 
GaoXin District, Xian.
西安高新区沣惠南路22号
Phone: (86 29) 6858 8888 
ext. 6128 
www.swisstouchesxian.com

G7  Sofitel Xi’an
#319 Dongxin Street
西安索菲特人民大厦东楼一、
二层
Phone: 029-8792 8888
The Touch Spa provides sophis-
ticated services for high-end 
customers
Grand Park Xian Hotel

F9  Grand Park Xian Hotel
西安城堡酒店
#12 Xi Duan Huan Cheng Nan Lu
皇城南路西段12号
An elegant atmosphere, ad-
vanced facilities service, we are 
the ideal choice 

B8  Sheraton Xian Hotel
喜来登大酒店
#262 Feng Hao East Rd
沣镐东路 262 号
Phone: 029-8426 1888

A comprehensive Health and 
Fitness Centre 

B11  Shangri-La Hotel, Xian
香格里拉大酒店
#38 Keji Road
高新区科技路38号
Phone:029-8875 8888
Luxurious spa treatments and a 
fully equipped health club 

Kempinski Hotel Xi’an
西安凯宾斯基酒店
#6 West Section, Euro-Asia Ave-
nue, Chanba Ecological District
中国西安浐灞生态区欧亚大道
西段6号 

Phone: 029- 8355 0000

K6 Golden Flower Hotel, Xian
西安金花大酒店
#8 Chang Le Road West, Xian
西安市长乐西路8号
Phone: 029-8323 2981 
Citadines
西安馨乐庭
服务公寓
F8  Citadines Central Xi’an
西安馨乐庭城中服务公寓
#36 Zhubashi, Beilin District, 
Xi’an,China
西安市碑林区竹笆市36号   
Phone: 029-8576 1188

B10  Citadines Gaoxin Xi’an
西安馨乐庭高新服务公寓  
#13 Gaoxin Si Road, Hi-Tech 
Zone, Xi’an , China
西安市高新区高新四路13号  
Phone: 029-8843 7888
J9  Citadines Xingqing Palace 
Xi’an
西安馨乐庭兴庆宫服务公寓
#159 Xingqing Road, Beilin 
District, Xi’an,China
西安市碑林区兴庆路159号  
Phone: 029-8338 0588

F10  Real Love Spa
真爱年华洗浴广场
#38, middle of Zhuque Street.
朱雀大街中段38号
Phone: 029-8840 1234
a9  Victoria Spa 
维多利亚浴场
#210 West Taoyuan, West of 2rd 
South Ring
南二环西段西桃园210号
Phone: 029-8428 8888
F8  Qing Jian Bathing Place
清见御所
Northeast Corner of Wuwei 
Cross, #53 Nanyuan Gate
南院门53号五味十字东北角

Phone: 029-8725 3333/

G13 Xi’an iSchool
Say what you mean to say!
iSchool is a professional Chi-
nese language training school.
We have professional teachers 
and offer different kinds of 
lessons, like HSK prep, spoken 
Chinese, Business Chinese, etc.
Address: #174 Yannan 1st Road, 
Building 1, Room 1101, Hanlin-
shijia, Yanta District
Phone: 15332325200
           13289373809
Email: xian.ischool@gmail.com
facebook: Xi’an iSchool

Chinese Training Center – 
Xi’an International School
We specialize in teaching both 
the language and its culture in 
a one-on-one setting. Courses 
offered include both basic and 
specializes focuses. We have a 
relaxing environment and person-
alized learning plans to fit every 
students needs and abilities. 
Contact us for more information 
and to start learning today.
Address: #5 Zi Wu Da Dao, 
Yanta District
Tel: 029-8533-5014
Email: reception@xianinterna-
tionalschool.com

F14 Eastern Home Lan-
guage Service
Specialize in basic through 
advanced Chinese courses for 
adults and children, we also of-
fer Culture cources and Living 
Services.
Address: Hengdaguoji 918# (lo-
cated 100 meters south of Shida)
Tel: 029-85439803
        (9a.m.- 6p.m.)
Cellphone:13772074121
               (24 hours)
Email: yaxiya1981@163.com
www.eastern-home.com

Faithful Language School
A place where your language 
dreams come true
We offer you: Professional teach-
ers who suit your learning style; 
Effective teaching methods that 
are customized to your needs. A 
relaxed learning atmosphere and 
flexible study times; Understanding 
Chinese Culture through diverse 
activities; Year round language 
student visas and enrolment; and 
Continued Helpfulness that will 
make your daily life simpler
Located Near the TV Tower
Phone: 029 – 85320253
www.faithchina.com
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B10 Coleman College
科文教育
We provide students with Edex-
cel and AEIS courses, which 
make them prepared to be an 
international student anytime. 
Address: Room 1505, Building 
B, Haixing City Square, No. 
37, Keji Road, Hi-tech District, 
Xi’an City
高新区科技路37号海星城市
广场B座1505室
Phone: 029-8834 8240
www.colemancollege.edu.sg
Email: colemanrecruit@163.com

F14 Jia Xiang Kindergarten 
International Department
嘉祥第三幼儿园国际部  
A bilingual preschool for do-
mestic and foreign 4-year-olds.
Phone: 18709282220 (English)
            18792440180 (中文)
Email: jxkips@zoho.com
Address: Chang’an Nan Lu, 98 
Hao Zhang Yan Ju, Xiao Qu 
Dong Men
长安南路98号长延居小区东门

Xi’an International School
西安国际学校
#5 Zi Wu Da Dao, Yan Ta Qu
雁塔区子午大道5号
Phone: 029-8533 5014
www.xianinternationalschool.
com
For more information contact: re-
ception@xianinternationalschool.
com or call 029-8533-5014

Xi’an Hanova International 
School
西安汉诺威国际学校
Office phone: 029-88693780
Email:may.liu@his-xian.com
Website:www.his-xian.com
facebook:www.facebook.com/
Hanovalntl
Address:Hanova International 
Department of Bodi School 188 
Yudou Road,Xian

Xi’an Hi-Tech  
International School
西安高新国际学校
XHIS International School is 
managed by Season Gate.
Zi Wei Tian Yuan Du Shi
紫薇田园都市
Email: admissions@xhisid.com
www.xhisid.com
Office Phone: 029-8569 1659

B11  Xi’an international 
medical center
俪人医院

Open 24 hours a day 7 days a 
week with English speaking doc-
tors and staff
Appointments: 13701884285
        18691808758   
Email: twp01@163.com             
#30 Ke Ji Rd (east of the Ke Ji 
Rd and Gao Xin Rd intersection) 
Inside Liren Hospital
高新区科技路30号

Xi’an Gaoxin Hospital
西安高新医院
#16 Tuanjie Nanlu, 
Hi-Tech Zone
高新区团结南路16号
Phone: 029-8833 0116
www.gxyy.net

F7  Shaanxi Traditional 
Chinese Medicine Hospital
陕西中医医院
#2 Xi Hua Men, North Street
Phone: 029-881 2800

c11  TianYou Children’ Hospital
西安天佑医院
#9 Keji Road 科技路9号
Phone: 029-8846 8888

K9  English Speaking 
Dentist
英文牙科
Overseas-experienced dentist. 
Xi’an Jiaotong University, 
Jiaoda Shangcheng Jie
西安交通大学交大商场街
Phone: 18629328883

B11  Gao Xin Jiangxin 
dental clinic
高新江欣口腔
Team with overseas experience.
Northeast corner of Gaoxin Rd 
and Keji Rd
高新路科技路十字北100米
路东
Phone: 186-2928-2797

B11  Gao Xin Wenxin 
dental clinic
高新文信口腔
Team with overseas experience.
Northeast corner of Gaoxin Rd 
and Keji Rd
太白路丈八东路十字西北角
Phone: 181-8918-9868

J6  Qin Du Dentistry
秦都医院
English speaking dentists.
#7 Kang Fu Road
康复路7号

a10  Liangzi Foot Massage
良子健身

4F,A Building, chuang ye 
square, keji road, Gaoxin
高新区科技路创业广场A座4楼
Phone: 029-8725 0000
Hours: 11:00 – 01:30

a10 Ri Yue Tan
日月潭足道
3F, Meigui building,
#25,KeJi Road
高新区科技路25号玫瑰大楼3
楼(近葡国餐厅)
Phone: 029-8833 8586
Hours: 11:00am – 3:00am

E8 Jing ya xuan
静雅轩足浴保健
#18,Xiang Zi Miao Jie, West 
side of South Gate
碑林区南门里湘子庙街18号
Phone: 029-872 65200 
Hours: 11:00 – 02:00

Santa Fe
Relocation
Services Xi’an
Carol Wang 
T: (86)133-5925-6597
E: xian@santafe.com.cn
www.santaferelo.com

IT Services
Professional hard-
ware and software 
computer network 
maintenance 

and trouble shooting, offering 
one-time, monthly, or annual 
maintenance on all existing net-
work types. 
Phone: 029-8720 1616  
            13991135322

Silk Road Ventures (SRV)
A full service expat services 
company working to make your 
life easier.
From Relocation and House 
Hunting, to Cleaning Services 
and Utility Maintenance  
Find out today how they can 
make your life easier!
Phone: 029-88193164
Email: info@srvchina.com
www.srvchina.com

F8  Leo&Louis 
         Tailor-made
        成衣定制
The bset tailor made suits in 
Xi’an.
Tel: 13772111223(English)
       18992874669(Chinese)
Add: No. 41,Nan Yuan Men
南院门41号

Alcoholics Anonymous
Wuxing Lu Catholic Church 
(Community building on right 
hand side)
Every Friday 7pm-8pm
Call 13379508867 for more info

EDUCATION & MEDICAL & SERVICES
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M
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Jan / Feb
Pub Quiz Questions

The holidays are past and the new year is 
already well underway, this is about the 
time when everyone once again buries 
their heads in work and waits for it to get 
warmer…Well times flies when you’re 
having fun right? Head on out to the 
March pub quiz at Belgian Bar to tickle 
your brain and excite your senses.

Want the answers? Head over to   
www.xianease.com/trivia
for this month’s answers

Across
7.    Horseshoe Falls, the American Falls, and the 
Bridal Veil Falls are collectively known as what?
8.    First emerging in the 1970s, what film genre 
includes the films Sweet Sweetbackʼs Baadasss 
Song, Blacula, Shaft, Foxy Brown, and Coffy?
10.    What country produces the most bananas 
in the world?
14.    How many moons does Mars have?
17.    What popular, free website went online on 
January 15, in 2001?
19.    What brand of whisky is available in red, 
blue, gold, platinum, black, and double black?
22.    Black, Indian, Javan, Sumatran, and White 
are the 5 living species of what animal?
23.    Released in 1983, whose first studio album 
was titled Kill ʻem All?
24.    What is the first name of the Danish author 
wrote the stories of The Little Mermaid, The 
Ugly Duckling, and Thumbelina?

Down
1.    John A Macdonald was the first Prime Minister of which country?
2.    What country did Iraq invade and annex in 1990?
3.    For which film did Sean Connery win his only Academy Award?
4.    What is the last name of the English dramatist and poet wrote the plays 
Dido: Queen of Carthage, The Jew of Malta, Doctor Faustus, and Edward II?
5.    What political group banned poppy cultivation in 2000, cutting its country’s 
opium production by 94% in the first year?
6.    Which of the following celebrities is the oldest: Sylvester Stallone, Harrison 
Ford, Robert De Niro, Stephen Spielberg, Ozzy Osbourne, or Mick Jagger?
9.    In The Hobbit, who dies of wounds received during the Battle of Five Armies?
11.    What flag combines the crosses of St George, St Patrick, and St Andrew?
12.    Which king of England was one of the leaders of the Third Crusade?
13.    What famous martial artist developed the art of Chun Kuk Do?
15.    The Golden Rooster Awards are awards given for achievements in which 
country’s film industry?
16.    In which 1981 song does a tall, muscular man from Brussels give the nar-
rator a Vegemite sandwich?
17.    What is the capital of New Zealand?
18.    Whose first film as James Bond was Live and Let Die?
20.    In 1985, what country’s navy became the first to allow women to serve 
on submarines?
21.    Though far from the best-selling worldwide, what is the best-selling whisky 
in the UK?
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