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Letter from the Editor:
All,
This past month has been quite turbulent and not just for me – we had a ton of 

rain, cold weather and some pretty windy days, though luckily enough I had the 
opportunity to travel a bit during this past month…no not back home or to some 
beach but to a few other locations around China: one was to Inner Mongolia and 
the other to the south of our fair province to Hanzhong. While both places are re-
ally cool to visit it’s more about the people there that I was focused on.

It was once said and often repeated that no matter where you go people are 
always similar. Sure cultures, language and dominant religion might change but at 
the heart of everything every person has the same basic need, similar wants and 
parallel dreams. This is a politically correct way of saying that we all start out at 
equal. While that equality is not in question what I rather began thinking on the 
plane home from Inner Mongolia and later in the bus to Hanzhong is that boiling 
down anything, from food and complex theories to esoteric ideologies ends up tak-
ing out the spice, the color and the texture.

While overarching stereotypes are about as helpful as a rubber ladder, it’s some-
thing that all of us frequently rely upon to make decisions. It’s not to say that food, 
shelter and clothing aren’t universal needs but that in looking at a place through 
that lens washes out the myriad of different and inventive ways that folks have 
come up with achieving and surpassing these needs. 

To use an analogy, every book has a front and back cover, they all have pages 
with words and numbers yet it’s the arrangement of words and the method it uses 
to get from the front cover to the back that makes each book unique. In visiting 
these two very separate and very different cities, I was struck with the difference 
in cultures and lifestyles. 

It seems to me that to boil down everyone into one single group is to make your-
self feel comfortable, to make you feel part of the herd, yet why do we travel? Why 
do we live overseas? Is not part of the reason to experience different cultures and 
to see another way of life, to feel outside the social bubble…to feel different. So 
why take that away by glossing over the differences?

Boiling anything, in a literal or figurative way, strips away its finer nature and sub-
tle hints of its true identity leaving only the essence. This is not some higher mind-
ed idea that is rarely used, this is something that affects us every time we step out 
the door, with every interaction we make. Embrace the differences in those around 

you, seek out the ways that differ from 
your own, and grasp the reasoning be-
hind those differences – only then will 
the full true experience envelope you.

Differences are the spice of life, any-
thing less is bland and boring. 

Sincerely,
The Editor-in-Chief
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Pub Quiz 
Yet another packed Pub Quiz in April, with yet 
again Legs Akimbo coming out on top with 
21 correct questions. The questions were a 
bit more difficult this time around but that 
didn’t stop most of the teams getting quite 
a lot correct. Unfortunately we can have only 
one winner but come on down and it might 
just be you – wouldn’t you like to knock the 
top team off the pedestal and claim yourself 
as the Quiz Champion?

Date:  May 21st  
Time: 9:30pm
Place: The Belgian Bar 
南门顺城南路中段69号
#69 shun cheng nan lu
Put your thinking caps on 
and come on down for 
some great food and tricky trivia!

Discover YOUR Xi’an 
and join us on Weixin! 

Cover Photo Courtesy of Tony Feng - 
Picture taken at the Xi’an University 

of Posts & Telecommunications
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Xi’an Calendar - May 2014

Strawberry Music Festival 
2014
西安 · 草莓音乐节
Time: 1:00pm-9:00pm
Location: 
Daming Palace National Heritage Park 
大明宫国家遗址公园 
Tel: 400-611-9169       
Tickets: 150-320 RMB 
Signmark - a deaf rapper will be performing 
at the Strawberry Festival on May 17 

May 17/18

May 10

shantner vs. Gorn and 
Nunavut
Location: Vice Versa
                 (#9,xian ning xue xiang )

May 22nd & 30th

Free demo class 
Trial Graduate Thesis Defense A trial thesis 
defense to let students know the process 
in China.
Thesis Defense Focus
Thesis Defense Tips
Come and learn Chinese with us!

Time: 2:00pm-5:00pm
Location: #174 Yannan 1st Road, Building 1, 
Room 1101, Hanlinshijia, Yanta District
(Check Xianease Map G13 )
Tel: 15332325200 / 13289373809
Get all the details from www.xachinese.com

May 25

Match: 3:00pm – 7:00pm (every Sunday)
Location:  Xi’an Jiao Tong University of Finance and Eco-
nomics(西安交通大学财经学院), just next to the 纬二街(Wei 
Er Jie) bus stop.
After the match we have dinner and sometimes go out 
to KTV

For more information contact: 
张超 (Chao), at 15249260715   
or 胡纪峰 (Feng) at 15353552643
If you’re shy you could also email me at 
wuyikai123@qq.com

Ultimate Frisbee

Pinkhoo Concert
台湾第一流行朋克 胖虎
迷你专辑《反转未来》
Time: 8:30pm-10:30pm
Location: Aperture Club
yin ma chi, Ju hua yuan, dong da Jie.
东大街菊花园饮马池光圈CLUB
TEL: 13572124398 15114857819 
Tickets: 60-80 RMB 

June 3
Concert
Twiggy Frostbite and 
Postiljonen
Aperture on June 3rd..featuring 
two Swedish bands!  
Twiggy Frostbite and Postiljonen
Location: Aperture Club
yin ma chi, Ju hua yuan, dong da Jie.
东大街菊花园饮马池光圈CLUB
TEL: 13572124398 15114857819  
Tickets: 50 RMB 

April 6 - June 1
“Dahua ·1935”
Drama Season
带上爱情去旅行
Time: 19:35pm,every Wed,Thur,Fri,Sat,Sun
Location: Theater of Dahua 1935, #251,Tai 
hua south Road.
太华南路251号大华·1935小剧场集群
TEL: 18189243500    029-89574303
        400-610-3721 
Tickets: 60-80 RMB 

May 31
XIANEASE 
Readers Feedback Forum
Come and give us your thoughts as 
to what we can do to improve to help 
serve you and the community better

Time: 3:00pm
Location: German Bierhause on Yenta Xi 
Lu next to the Big Goose Pagoda.

15% discount 
for coming out to the foum!
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Xi’an Calendar - May 2014

May 18 Sunday

Xi’an Book Club Readers Meeting
Time: 2:00pm – 5:00pm
Venue: Echo Park Book Bar (Hui Yin Gong Yuan), 
No.15 (in the yard beside TIME COFFEE), Defu 
alley, South Gate
（南门里，德福巷15号院内，回音公园书吧（厢子庙北侧，
粉巷南侧，时光咖啡与鸿禧会之间大门院内））

Book: On the Road by Jack Kerouac
Phone: 18092060467 (Jean)
Get all the information at: 
www.xianease.com/books

Queen OR King
of the Table Pool Tourney
Time: 8:00pm        Location: Demon Bar

NOW TWICE PER MONTH!
The Second and Fourth Wednesday 
of every month.

May 14, 28 Wednesday

Belgian Bar and Xianease 
Monthly Pub Quiz
Beer and Trivia 
What more could you ask for?
Time: 9:30pm    Location: Belgian Bar

May 21 Wednesday

Ladies Lunch
Time: 12:30pm   
Location: At the German Bier Hause on Yanta Xi Lu
Get all the information at:  
www.xianease.com/woman

May 14 Wednesday

May 17 Saturday

Hash House Harriers
Time: Meet at 3:00pm  run at 3:30pm
Place: At the Big Red Butterfly inside Laodong Lu round 
about
Get all the information at:  www.xianease.com/hhh

Toastmasters
Every Friday in May!     Time: 2:30pm
Location: CII Educational International Building
- on the 14th floor of the Ling Su Cheng Building  
(Xiaozhai Parkson’s) 38 Chang’an Zhong Lu 
Get all the information at:  www.xatmc.org

May 9, 16, 23, 30
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When we westerners think “dim sum”, we tend to im-
agine sweet buns filled with honey pork, egg tarts, 

dumplings and all these kinds of popular Cantonese dishes 
we have all heard of before. With that bias already set firmly 
in mind, stepping into the Tang Restaurant Dim Sum Buffet 
at the west Sheraton would turn out to be a very pleasant 
surprise and change for us. Rather than seeing a Cantonese-
dominated menu, what we had before us was a collection 
of delectable little treats from all over China, many of which 
were inspired by local Shaanxi specialties, and all of which 
were absolutely delicious. 

The set-up and decorations was at first a bit confusing; 
there was no buffet area, and the tables were all set in a 
way that gave the impression of a fine-dining establishment. 
A quick look at the menu told us that they did indeed spe-
cialize in many Chinese delicacies, such as Tang roast duck, 
a local variation of the famous Beijing duck, many of which 
carry a high price comparable to steak prices here. But if 
the food from the buffet was any clue to the quality of the 
restaurant’s menu, then the price is not at all high.

The buffet meal works like ordering regular dishes. The Eng-
lish-speaking waitresses wearing beautiful qípáo dresses 
take your orders, and within a minute or two, your selec-
tions start coming in one after the other, in a seemingly 
endless fashion, until your table can hardly sustain the on-
slaught of delicious, interesting and beautifully presented 
delicacies. They come in small portions, which is perfect 
because what you should really do to enjoy this place to the 
maximum is to try everything you possibly can, especially 
the things that are unknown to our western palates. 

Among the many, nearly untranslatable creations, there 
were a few that one may recognize: baked puffs stuffed 
with Honey-BBQ pork; a gourmet, super-spicy version of 
the local staple ròujiámó with choice beef; fried shrimp in 

Restaurant Review
Reviews
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西安喜来登大酒店
唐苑中餐厅介绍

“早餐吃饱，午餐吃好，晚

餐吃少”这个饮食理念现在

越来越被人们所接受和执

行，中午怎么吃才能吃得顺

心又美味呢？

西安喜来登大酒店唐苑中餐

厅特推出午餐点心自助。

传统小吃+广式餐点，丰富的菜品+良好的营养搭配，让您在

吃得顺心的同时减少浪费。

仅需人民币95元便可以品尝到超过80种经典茶点小吃

•  虾肉烧麦    •  叉烧酥    •  榴莲酥    •  奶香流沙包

•  蜜汁叉烧    •  美味烤麸    •  椒盐基围虾

以上价格加收15%服务费

预订电话：(86)(29) 8426 1888转1762

Sheraton Tang Garden  
喜来登大酒店唐苑中餐厅  Article By Jorge and Estíbaliz
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garlic and peppers… The list can go on. But the delights for 
us were the many different vegetables, spicy meats, sea-
food and even fruits that we had either never tried before, 
or never seen used for dim sum. The hot-and-sour seafood 
soup was killer; the marinated fish and lettuce salad was 
refreshing and sharp; the spicy mustard “glass noodle” and 
carrot salad was addictive; the pan fried radish cakes were 
astoundingly strange yet delicious; and the spicy bullfrog 
with garlic was tender and fresh. But the newest and most 
exotic flavor that we discovered was found in a very unex-
pected little dish: baked durian puffs. Like many travelers 
know, durian is a strange and smelly fruit that is found in 
Asia. In places like Cambodia, they don’t even let you bring 
one inside the hotel for fear of stinking it up. But this baked 
puff was the stuff of legends. Strangely enough, it tasted like 
a sort of honey-nut puff stuffed with camembert cheese and 
baked together. The flavor was hard to describe, and yet 
delighted us in a way I hadn’t been in a long time, like when 
you find something new and special that you love.

To wrap things up, the Tang Restaurant lunch buffet defi-
nitely calls for a visit. These things cannot be appreciated 
without trying them personally. We recommend bringing an 
empty stomach, an eager palate, and an open mind. It clos-
es at 2:00, so be there early so you can try as many things 
as you can! The 95 RMB price for a gourmet all-you-can-eat 
is amazingly low, and the menu is large and varied enough 
that we guarantee that you won’t leave without trying some-
thing that surprises you. Remember to try the durian puffs!

Pro: A great variety of flavors representing the delica-
cies of many places in China

Con: If you aren’t a fan of Chinese food, you might go 
home with an empty stomach

Reviews
Review

s

Average Price per person /人均消费: 

Address /地址:  262 Feng Hao East Road  ( 沣镐东路262号 )

Tel /电话:  029-8426 1888 (1762)

Hours /时间:  11:30am -2:30pm

95 RMB 

Jorge & Estíbaliz are two Puerto Rican islanders who like 
nothing more than relaxing and enjoying life. They currently 
teach ESL and live the dream in Xi’an. You can reach them 
at reviews@xianease.com

(for the lunch buffet)
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Bingo Bar is not a bingo hall.  
That reveal seemed to disap-

point friends of mine, so I thought I 
would be direct and honest with all 
of you reading this.  I’m not sure in 
the slightest why this concrete slab 
filled with tables is called Bingo 
Bar, but then again, you can’t get 
tattoos at Tattoo Bar and Mexico 
Bar is not run by Mexicans.

Bingo is located west of Zhuque 
Gate, in that wall-side row of bars 
that includes Loungers and Zoo 
Bar.  You’ll know the one when 
you see the giant sign that says 
“BINGO BAR”, or you can look for 
the giant couch they have outside.  
Upon first entering, you’ll be struck 
by the sight of the aforementioned 
concrete.  If this sounds like a bad 
thing, it’s not; the bar just has a 
very minimalist vibe.  It eschews 
the clutter and desperate gaudi-
ness of so many Xi’an bars for a 
much cleaner look, with grays, 
blacks, and the wooden browns of 
the tables dominating this pleas-
ingly open barroom.  If it’s pos-
sible to be the aesthetic opposite 
of other bars, then Bingo is (and 
better for it).

As for the drinking aspect, Bingo 
plays it safe with a menu filled with 
the typical gamut of cocktails and 
beer offerings you’ll find in a lot of 
other bars in the city.  They can mix 
a decent drink though, which puts 
them ahead of the competition.  
It’s a little startling to find your gin 
and tonic come in a much smaller 
glass than usual, but no one has 
ever complained about less tonic 
and more gin, so I won’t now.  The 
menu has yet to be translated into 
English, but they keep a giant wall 
of shelving stocked to the brim with 
alcohol, so even the Chinese illiter-
ates among us should be able to 
point at something and get a drink.

When all is said and done, Bingo 
is an easy recommendation for 
those looking to peel themselves 
away from South Gate, and I wish 
people would.  It was depressing 
for myself and a couple of friends 
to be the only people in an open 
concept bar, and I couldn’t help 
but imagine how lively and great 
the bar would be if it were filled 
with drunken revelers.  There’s a 
lot of potential in Bingo Bar, and I 
hope that someday it rises to that 
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Reviews

Bar Reviews
Bingo Bar  冰菓复合式概念餐厅

 Article By Tim King
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potential, but it only will if it can start putting asses in its seats.  You 
should be those asses.

Pros: open design, strong drinks, the sculpture by the door made 
entirely of pipes, the projector showed Pussycat Dolls music videos 
but the music that played was not the Pussycat Dolls

Cons: more people than me need to be there after 10pm on a 
weekend night

Review
s

Reviews

Tim King is a American expat and a source of mild anxiety for bar owners around 
Xi’an. When he’s not making out with glasses of whiskey, he spends his time 
teaching English. Tim can be reached via email at reviews@xianease.com

Average Price per drink /人均消费: 

Address /地址: 30m inside west shuang cheng xiang, Zhu Que Gate
                           ( 朱雀门西顺城巷里30米 )

Tel /电话:  029-8761 1968                 Hours /时间:  8:00pm - 2:00am

25-40RMB 



xianease www.xianease.com    12 May  2014

Red paper lanterns hanging 
from the rafters of the van-

ished timber frame reflect a warm 
caramel glow that pours into the 
dark cobbled street that snakes 
along the city wall. Welcoming 
you to a lilliput of Lijiang in the 
heart of Xi’an.

Naxi embroidered cushions cover 
wooden couches and chairs, while 
colourful tapestry drape the wood-
en panwalls. Paying homage to 
the rich and diverse cultures that 
hail from Lijiang. In one of the 
rooms a glass covered millstone 
serves as ingenious table decked 
with a soil filled ashtray, lending 
an authentic feeling to the place.

Café Lijiang is separated into four 
intimate rooms that would be 
perfect for an afternoon meet up 
with friends, paramours or a quiet 
afternoon with a good book while 
sipping on a well-crafted cup of 
coffee. They serve a range of top 

quality Lavazza coffees. If you fan-
cy something stronger they carry 
an assortment of beers both local 
and international.

With summer around the corner, 
and the scorching heat dissuad-
ing even the most fervent cof-
fee drinkers amongst us, I would 
recommend their fruit beer, lief-
mans fruitesse, that’s perfect on 
a scorching afternoon or their Li-
jiang style plum wine.

The café has a rich assortment of 
teas. They have an amazing sev-
en-year-old Pu’er tea and a range 
of fruit and herbal teas. They also 
serve freshly squeezed fruit juice, 
depending on the fruits in season 
and their availability at the time. 
Their current menu is in Chinese, 
although they are working on get-
ting an English one ready.

Average Price per person /人均消费:     58 RMB

Address /地址:  #2 Xia Ma Ling, Bei Lin District
( 碑林区下马陵2号门面（和平门内往西100米东仓门旁） )

Tel /电话:  029-8751 5185           Hours /时间:  1:00pm - 11:00pm

Eugene Matu has been in China for the past 5 years as a student at Northwestern 
Polytechnical University. He can be reached at eugene.matu@gmail.com
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Reviews

Na Shi Lijiang Bar
那是丽江咖啡生活馆  Article By Eugene Matu
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Imay have reached 30, but that doesn’t stop me 
from hitting clubs every weekend, so I knew it was 

only a matter of time before I wrote a nightclub re-
view for Xianease. A few months ago an acquaint-
ance invited me to a recently opened nightclub. That 
nightclub was Heavens Palace (天阙) and is situated 
on He Ping Lu, approximately 500 meters inside He 
Ping Men. Established four months ago with a reno-
vation cost of approximately 170,000,000 yuan, 
you immediately know that no expenses were spared 
from the moment you arrive.

The club itself from the outside is themed like an an-
cient Chinese Palace, hence the name, and adorned 
with gold trim both inside and out. When inside the 
club, there is a contrast of dark colored traditional 
furnishings that are complimented well by unusually 
bright disco lights and a brightly lit (yet rather small) 
dance floor. The first things to catch the eye of the 
reveler are the tables which ascend and descend at 
random intervals throughout the evening as people 
become more intoxicated (Something I took to be 
a health & safety hazard!). The club itself has two 
floors, although it will be said that the 2nd floor is 
generally way quieter than the 1st floor.

The atmosphere and vibe from within the club 
seemed to be that everyone was having a good time 
and spirits were high as people devoured their alco-
hol served with the usual fruit platters. An extensive 
drinks menu ranged from bottled beers, i.e. Tsingtao, 
Kronenbourg and Guinness, right through to cham-
pagne and fine cognacs. Although I never ordered 
any drinks whilst there, one thing which I did notice 
was the abundance of wait staff that was on hand to 

take any orders. The music was geared towards the 
regular house / hip – hop kind of market and came 
complete with an upbeat MC. Although as expected, 
live shows are played at 10:00pm and 12:00am, 
consisting of the usual funky jazz material sometimes 
followed by a slower number (Is it just me or do the 
slower ballad things always seem so out of place?).

Overall, one of the definite pros of this place was 
the decoration and the creative design along with the 
club’s music, which to be honest as much as I enjoy 
going to Salsa, made a change from the repetitive 
Lil Jon or Pitbull tunes they play week in and week 
out there.

Now for the cons. To be brief, the minor drawback 
would be that the dance floor is small. Now for the 
main drawback; this place is expensive and I mean 
EXPENSIVE. One case of Tsingtao will cost you al-
most 800 yuan with the cheapest brandy starting at 
1000 yuan then moving up to almost 40000 yuan. 
The group sized tables, which ascend and descend, 
are 5000 yuan on a weekday and 10000 yuan on 
a weekend.

Overall, I would recommend going to this club for the 
one-off experience, but be prepared for the drinks’ 
prices as it isn’t your Average Joe’s hangout.

Heavens Palace 天阙酒吧

Average Price per person /人均消费:  300RMB

Address /地址:  #79, he Ping Road, Bei lin district
( 碑林区和平路79号 )

Tel /电话:  029 - 8736 6666               

Hours /时间:  10:00am - Midnight

 Article By Gary Wood
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M etal. It’s what I 
consider to be my 

musical rebirth. When 
I was a freshman in 
high school I was in-
troduced to Roadrun-
ner Records and told 
that they were THE 
label for metal records. 
I researched what I 
could in a time before 
the interwebs and dis-
covered bands that are 
still favorites today. 

In my younger days, 
friends and I would 
sit around the stereo and have endless conversations 
about what it would be like to put different people 
from different bands together in new Frankenbands 
and how awesome each one would be. Me and my 
pals couldn’t have been the only ones right?

I found the best of both.

Roadrunners  Roadrunner United – The All-Star Ses-
sions. Here’s the numbers for you. 57 musicians from 
45 different Roadrunner bands, 18 tracks and 4 “team 
captains” Matt Heafy of Trivium; tracks 4,8,13,15 
(19 years old at the time!!!), Joey Jordison of Slip-
knot; tracks 3,6,10,14,18, Robert Flynn of Machine 
Head; tracks 1,7,9,16 and Dino Cazares of Fear Fac-
tory; tracks 2,5,11,17. Some bands of note that have 
members make an appearance are: Type O Negative, 
Deicide, Mercyful Fate, Coal Chamber, Testament and 
Killswitch Engage. Really, the list is just too long and 
awesome to put it all here. Suffice it to say, if you’re 
a metal fan and want to hear something that you 
wouldn’t expect from incredibly talented metal artists, 
get this record. 

As far as the songs themselves go, there is far too 
broad a range of styles and thrashing to possibly put 
everything in to one neat and tidy package. The easi-
est way I can break it down is by Captain. Overall, the 
songs that speak to me the most are Captain Cazares’ 
tracks. I have been a Fear Factory fan for ages and in 
my better guitar playing days was influenced greatly 
by Dino. The tracks all have Fear Factory overtones, 

precision and just beg 
you to head bang like 
your life depends on it. 

On Flynn’s tracks, 
Howard Jones of 
Killswitch Engage and 
Max Cavalera formerly 
of Sepultura put down 
their standard ear 
smashing lyrical bliss 
on “The Dagger” and 
“Voice of the Voice-
less”. Those same 
tracks also feature 
mind bending solos by 
Jeff Waters of Annihila-

tor. “The Rich Man” is my least favorite track. Too 
emo for me. “Army of the Sun” wraps up Flynn’s set. 
A slower tempo but no less headbang worthy heavy 
track with a cool bridge that will make you remember 
why we love metal. 

Matt Heafy and Joey Jordison both show a wider port-
folio of songwriting and stylistic abilities than their re-
spective bands would have them be known for. The 
more unorthodox tune “Enemy of the State” didn’t do 
it for me but that is the exception to the rule. The 
punk-ish tunes “No Way Out” and “I Don’t Wanna be 
a Superhero” are fantastic great energy tracks that of-
fer a great counterpoint to the uncompromising crush-
ing power of the other songs on the record. 

Favorite songs: In The Fire, The End, Army of The 
Sun. 

Pros: A compilation record unlike any other on the 
planet that hits hard in all the right ways

Cons: “Roads” is a lonely black sheep on the 
record not put together by a captain and while it is 
a cool song is a bit out of place with such company

 Article by Danny Goldman
ROADRUNNER UNITED

Danny is an avid music fan and part time musician who 
has had the pleasure of playing in a few bands from time 
to time. There is no music I won’t listen to at least once, 
except opera (both Beijing and Western). Have an album 
you want him to review? 
Contact him at music@xianease.com

MUSIC Review
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Homemade Pies, 
Pasties & sausage 
Rolls 
The Smith family established 

itself in Perth over a century 
and a half ago. It all started with 
my great  great  grandmother who 
used to use rabbit traps to catch 
the main ingredients for the pies 
she used to make for the members 
of our family. There was never a 
visitor at the farm who didn’t rave 
about her fantastic meals, featuring 
the pies of course. Sometime after 
the Great Depression, it was sug-
gested she branch out and offer an 
assortment of pies for the people 
who from time to time made their 
way to the farm.

Suddenly travellers from great 
distances began to appear-- ap-
parently her pies were becoming 
legendary and what had begun as 
a relatively unknown family recipe 
was now becoming a trademark of 
the Smith family.

The popularity of beef lamb and 
pork meant that she could appeal 
to different tastes and so the reci-
pes were passed on to my great 
grandmother.

That’s how it all started.... with rab-
bits!! And here I (Ronnie) am now 
in China-160 years later-entrusted 
with maintaining the pies’ tradi-
tional excellence. Now we make the 
pies daily in order to accommodate 
the nonstop demands from individ-
uals and various eateries in Shang-
hai,  Suzhou, Nantong, Yangzhou, 
Tianjin, Ningbo, Dalian and now Xi 
an.

I’m especially proud of our pasties. 
The Lancashire pasties are made 
with puff pastry which results in 

a mouth-watering exterior. Our 
Cornish pasties are made using pie 
pastry which brings about a firmer 
texture and a heartier flavor. These 
pasties are made with a lot of TLC-
--the meat we use is marinated for 
a month and the herbs and spices 
which produce our unique flavor 
are carefully blended over time. The 
end result is a first-class culinary de-
light--about as far away from fast 
food as you can possibly get. let’s 
put it this way. When you’ve sam-
pled one of them you’ll never go 
back to an assembly-line imitation. 

       I should also mention one of our 
most popular items--freshly made 
sausage rolls using only the finest 
pork from Qingdao. My workers 
make biweekly trips to this marve-
lous seaside town and are under my 
personal direction to purchase only 
top-of-the line meat from grain-fed 
pigs. Once the meat arrives here in 
Yangzhou, the marinating process 
begins and we use the local Wuxi 
markets to buy fresh herbs and 
spices. The affordability of local 
ingredients allows us to offer this 
delicious snack at a very reason-
able price. Even the locals who in 
general are accustomed to Chinese 
food have developed affection for 
these rolls so we are offering our 
specialties for a diverse clientele.

       Australians who find their way to 
my pub never fail to tell me that my 
pies are superior to traditional fare 
found down under. When you think 
about it, it’s not really surprising--at 
least not to me. We don’t use MSG 
or any other flavor-enhancer, just 
160 years of handmade tradition.

 Article by  Ronald Smith

Com
m

unity

You can order Ronny’s amazing pies at www.jinkou.info
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Recipes Article By  Radi

Preparation 做法:

Coquilles St. Jacques a la
Provencale
法式扇贝

Ingredients 材料 :

•  0.5 kg  Scallops  扇贝

•  50g Yellow Pepper (diced)  ( 黄辣椒 (切丁))

•  20g Tomato (diced)  ( 番茄 (切丁)) 

•  50g Zucchini (diced)  ( 西葫芦 (切丁))  

•  5g Garlic (chopped)  ( 大蒜 (切碎))

•  1g Parsley (chopped)   ( 香菜 (切碎))

•  2 tsp Olive Oil  ( 橄榄油 )

•  0.5l Milk  ( 牛奶 )

•  Salt and Pepper  ( 盐和胡椒 )

1)   Soak the scallops in salted milk for one hour  
( 扇贝用牛奶腌一个小时 )

2)   Wash the vegetables and dice into small pieces   
( 蔬菜洗净切丁 )

3)   Heat up the olive oil and sauté the zucchini and 
bell pepper for about 10 minutes on medium heat

( 锅中倒入橄榄油中火炒西葫芦和辣椒大概10分钟 )

4)   Add the diced tomato and continue for an-
other 10 minutes    

( 加入番茄丁继续炒10分钟 )

5)   Chop the garlic and parsley, mix and set aside
( 大蒜和香菜切碎放在一起备用 )

6)   Season the scallops with salt and pepper and 
pan fry them until golden brown on both sides

( 扇贝用盐和胡椒调味放入平底锅中煎至两面金黄 )

7)  Arrange the vegetable mixture on a platter and 
place the scallops on top

( 把刚才炒好的蔬菜铺在盘子上，扇贝放在蔬菜上）  
8)  Sprinkle the garlic and parsley over the top of 
the platter

( 大蒜和香菜撒在顶部）

9)  Drizzle some from the cooking olive oil and 
serve immediately  

( 淋上一些炒过的橄榄油即可）

xianease www.xianease.com    16 May  2014
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Radi is from Switzerland and has lived in Xian for over three 
years. He is the chef in a international five star hotel. If you 
have any questions or comments or request, you can reach 
him under radi@xianease.com 

Ingredients 材料 :

•  0.5g  Pork ribs (cut into chops)  排骨 (切块)

•  2 Tbsp Chili Powder  ( 辣椒面 )

•  1 Tbsp Xinjiang Cumin  ( 孜然 ) 

•  1 tsp Salt  ( 盐 )  

•  1 Tbsp Chinese Cooking Wine  ( 料酒 ) 

•  2 Tbsp Soy Sauce  ( 酱油 ) 

•  20g Ginger (chopped)  ( 姜 (切碎)) 

•  2 cloves Garlic (chopped)  ( 大蒜 (切碎)) 

Preparation 做法:

Cumin Flavored Pork Ribs 
孜然排骨

xianease 17May  2014

1)   Mix all the ingredients together except the ribs to 
make a marinade

( 除去排骨，把所有的配料拌在一起做成卤汁 )

2)   Rub the marinade onto the ribs and let sit in the fridge 
for at least 2 hours    

( 把卤汁裹在排骨上放入冰箱至少2小时 )

3)   Preheat the oven to 175°C      ( 烤箱预热175°C )

4)   Place the ribs on a grate on top of a baking tray 
( 将排骨挂在烤盘上 )

5)   Bake for about 1 to 1.5 hours (when the meat comes 
off the bone easily it’s done) 

( 烤1个半小时知道骨肉很容易分离就好了 )

6)   Arrange on a platter       ( 摆盘 )

7)   Serve with extra chili salt and cumin on the side
( 旁边放上辣椒面和孜然配用 )

www.xianease.com    
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Summer is on its way?  Excited?! 
Hah, except for the brief nuclear 

heat wave who wouldn’t?  Imagine...
wearing T-shirts, shorts, flip flops 
and sandals, tank tops, drinking fresh 
cold juice and eating ice cream dur-
ing the hot days - having potluck pic-
nics under the shade.  Good times!  
Some of you may love spending time 
doing in-the-city activities, but some 
others maybe prefer to enjoy being 
in the wilderness; hiking; camping 
and all that clean living stuff!

If you prefer the latter, you may love 
to find yourself chilling out on a 
warm sandy beach, or perhaps you’d 
prefer mountains to beaches?  Why 
choose? If you’d like to mix it up, you 
may want to check this place out as 
it combines both into one surreal 
Sha’an-tastic experience. 

TO GET THERE
So, this place is called Gāo guān pùbù 
(高冠瀑布); It is located down South 
in the Qingling mountain range - not 
so far from the more well-known: 
Fēngyùkǒu (沣峪口).  ‘Pu bu’ means 
‘Waterfall’, so expect some of those 
as well.  Gao guan?  Well, that’s any-
body’s guess.

To get there, you can take mini-bus 
number 921 from Biān jiācūn (边家
村). Plan your departure wisely as 
the buses are infrequent. The earli-
est bus from both ends is 5.30 am, 
and the latest is 6.00 pm. The bus is 
6 kuai both ways.  Entrance to the 
park is 20.

The area itself is not so big.  Basically, 
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GaOGuan
PuBu  Article by Johan & Inda Pitkanen 

高冠瀑布
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after you enter the gate you’ll just 
walk along the road with the moun-
tain cliffs staring down on you from 
your left side, and, with a river on 
your right. It looks like there’s noth-
ing much at the beginning, but after 
walking further, about 100-150 me-
ters, you’ll see parking lots on the 
left side – nestled next to a charm-
ing cemetary (we once ‘accidentally’ 
camped right next to the cemetary 
because we got there when it was 
already dark.  The fact that it was 
Halloween added to the hilarity 
come sunrise). 

As you walk further, you’ll begin to 
see some restaurants on the right 
side.  It would make perfect sense 
that these restaurants allow you to 
dine right on the water; lowering 
your meal to the fu yuan (waiter), if 
you’re lucky, in a bucket.  

There you can go for a horse ride 
for only 10 kuai/person – not sure 
for how long, though. Some rubber 
boats are also for rent. There are 
some shops here and there where 
you can get some refreshments/
snacks, swim suits (sadly, no bikinis), 
sandals and so on.  You can safely 
expect to pay a tourist’s sum for the 
aforementioned odds and ends.

In the area of the ‘floating restau-
rants’, there is a way to cross the 

FEATURED
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WHITE SanD 
BEaCH, HIKInG & 
CaMPInG
If you fancy finding the sandy beach 
within the mountains, you’ll be trek-
king along for about 40 minutes 
(from gate) and there will be a sign 
written in Chinese on the right side 
of the trail.  Be diligent and keep a 
sharp eye.  If you’re lucky, there will 
also be a motorbike next to said sign.  
No guarantees, though.  Once you 
pop your head into that little vista, 
you’ll head down some steps and 
see something which really does and 
doesn’t belong there; all at the same 
time.  Because of the ‘beautification’ 
that’s taking place in the area, you’ll 
likely set up camp 50-60 minutes (or 
more) into your hike.  Anything less 
will have you being woken up by 
untold numbers of Audis and BMWs 
escaping the clutches of capitalism.

There are rarely passers by, but a 
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river but don’t expect a bridge. You 
get to walk down the river by us-
ing man-made steps on the water. 
Quite fun if you’re insured! It’s also 
the ideal place to test out your cam-
eras.  If you cross the river, you’ll be 
able to climb up the other peak of 
the mountain to get a real bird’s eye 
view. Like most mountain climbing 
in China, you actually just need to 
climb up some stairs. Quite steep 
yet safe enough. It’s quite common 
to see some women wearing high-
heels as they go to ‘rough it’ in the 
countryside.

If you don’t cross the river, you 
can still partake in some climbing; 
straight ahead and to your right. If 
you’ve got more time, by carrying 
on to the left, off of the asphalt and 
onto the gravel road, you could go 
off on a jaunt to Sichuan.  Rumour 
has it that you can hear the clacking 
of mahjiang tiles after about 4 rigor-
ous hours.  Regardless, it’s a lovely 
walk through the rocky valley. 
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few will do so once in a while. So, 
be prepared to welcome a few lo-
cals expressing their curiosity on 
what you’re doing there.  As usual, 
they will be friendly and harmless. 
We even once had a friendly visitor 
helping us to make a campfire, so 
we invited him to enjoy some coffee 
and a snack afterwards. He seemed 
so happy spending time with us that 
he came again in the morning and 
helped us to pack our gear.  Could 
have been the first time he’d seen 
a tent!  

If you happen to miss the last bus 
when getting back to the city, there 
are usually some private cars or 
vans that offer a ride; fares will vary 
depending on the time of day, the 

concentration of your melanin and 
your command (or lack thereof) of 
Mandarin.  Basically, you’re highly 
advised not to miss the last bus.

So, to make a long story short, we 
love hiking and camping there. To us, 
being smack dab in the middle of na-
ture can really recharge your batter-
ies.  It’s really worth it to get off the 
beaten path, breathe-in some real 
fresh air and fully enjoy the modern 
day oddity that is ‘Gao guan pubu’.  

And don’t forget your toilet paper! 
Peace.

Johan Pitkanen is from Canada and teaches English in Xi’an, Inda Nurmah is Indone-
sian studying Chinese at Xibei Da Xue. Both have been living in Xian for over 2 years 
and can be contacted with comments or questions at aktifistri@gmail.com.
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– An all-natural dairy farm just outside the city

CHanTEMESSE 

In continuing with our “outward 
bound” momentum from last 

month the team scoured high and 
low to find more unique and out 
of the way places in the Xi’an area.  
The search led us to the north west 
of the city to the town of Yangling 
where a very ambitious, business 
minded and most likely wealthy guy 
has set up a full service dairy farm 
complete with 600 Holstein cows im-
ported from Australia. It’s definitely 
unique, it’s out of the city but will it 
be a trip worth making? There was 
only one way to find out.

Usually we look to either cultural 
or natural locales when it comes to 
writing and visiting places for the 
magazine and to be honest when 
it first was brought up about visit-
ing a dairy farm it wasn’t met with 
high praise or hopes. After all cows 
aren’t known to be the sweetest 
smelling animals and are rather ef-
ficient at producing quite a bit of 
“unprocessed fertilizer”. Compared 

with some of the other outings that 
we have been on (the time we shot 
each other with BB guns or when we 
drove several hours to the fake old 
town that was nothing but a dusty 
tourist trap) a farm visit an hour out-
side of the city would be a walk in 
the park, no matter how stinky that 
park might be.

Well, as has also happened quite a 
few times in the past we were pleas-
antly surprised and not just by the 
lack of smell. While it’s billed as a 
dairy farm that is just the proverbial 
tip of the agricultural iceberg, they 
have quite a lot of other stuff for 
folks to do. Being situated on 67 hec-
tares of land they have the space, 
while the cows do take up a good 
portion of that; they are located in 
a corner well to one side leaving the 
rest open for stuff such as a camp-
ing, open pit BBQ-ing, greenhouses, 
a European styled hotel (opening 
later this year), nature walks and 
the obligatory two story western 

restaurant with a windmill.

In fact it might actually be said that 
the restaurant is the center piece of 
the place which serves as a meeting 
spot and hub of activity for both the 
visitor and staff. It’s the first place 
you come to when you arrive and 
since they have a great patio with 
draft beer, umbrellas and comfy 
chairs, it’s a great place to sit and 
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watch the day pass or the sun set. 
They are also adding an outdoor 
BBQ area soon which will bring to 
life the trifecta of beer, roasted meat 
and sunshine.

The restaurant itself is in an ideal-
ist western farm style which is re-
ally geared towards groups of folks 
rather than the individual but isn’t 
strictly so. The food itself matches 
the decor with large cuts of meat, 
potatoes and some veg all priced at a 
few hundred RMB per person. While 
that price might seem a bit high the 
quality of the food does match itself 
to the cost for the most part. While 
there the team tried the basic set 
menus one each of the steak, ribs 
and fish - all of which were worth 
the price.

Away from the restaurant there is 
plenty of stuff to do to keep you busy 
and entertained for a few hours. The 
land itself is basically flat with low 
bushes and young trees, all well-
manicured yet not overly done, 
they even have a few imported Ca-
nadian maple trees (still pretty small 
but in 30 years whoa boy they will 
be great!). While walking through 
a field might not seem like all that 
much fun, when you think about it, 
when is the last time you actually 
got to do that? Not to mention that 
when we were there we riled up a 
wild ring-necked pheasant which, 
for us ranked pretty high up there 
on the “Wow, that was cool” meter.

They also have green houses where 
you can pick strawberries or other 
fruits and veggies in season and 
while we were there they also had 
a few fields of the Yellow Rape Seed 
flowers (You Cai Hua) that they will 
harvest late in May to make oil. In 
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fact almost everything you eat at the 
restaurant and the stuff they sell is all 
from their own farm. They not only 
have the above mentioned fruit and 
vegetables but they also have fresh 
milk, cheese, yogurt and an assort-
ment of other items that all are farm 
direct in what is a pretty impressive 
area well worth a day trip…or bring 
your tent and spend the night! 

Overall Chantemesse is a place built 
by a guy with lots of money for other 
folks with lots of money. While this 
place will no doubt cater to their VIP 
card members (membership starting 
at RMB 20,000) more than to the av-
erage pop-in, it’s still not a bad place 
to poke around in. There is no en-
trance fee so just looking won’t cost 
anything and getting out of the city, 
walking around a farm and breath-
ing deep (with surprisingly NO cow 
smell), makes this place a trip well 
worth the trouble. 
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Question or comments about activities around Xi’an contact 
us at editorial@xianease.com

xianease 25May  2014www.xianease.com    

How to Get There
From the Xi’an Western Bus Station (城西客
运站)  get on the bus to Yangling (bus every 
30 minutes or so) ticket price is RMB 15.00.

Once at the Yangling Bus Station grab a 
taxi to CHANTEMESSE (尚特梅斯) for about 
RMB 10.00



xianease www.xianease.com    26 May  2014

Need a taxi 
to the airport?
We have a family friend with 
a taxi that can arrange your 
pick-up to and from the air-
port as well as other destinations  around the city. 
Please book at least 24 hours in advance and let 
us know if you need a fapiao.
Airport drop-off / pick-up is RMB 140
To make reservations or for more information 
contact us at taxi@xianease.com

KriSteN’S homemade BaKery
I’m not a professional but I love to bake! Currently I can make Scones, Banana 
Bread, Fruit Crostata, all kinds of Cookies and Fudge. I can add an assortment 
of fruit, toppings and ingredients to make each order tailored to your tastes.
To order or inquire send an email to me at  kristensbakery@xianease.com

CommuNity marKet

FromaN’S SauSageS
Fresh made Pork Sausages right in Xi’an! Froman’s 
Sausages is a group of guys living in Xi’an making 
bratwurst –esq sausages in their spare time. Folks 
seem to like them so we thought we’d open it up 
to everyone. 
We can make the standard 
or made to order if you 
are looking for something 
special! 
Sausages are RMB 75 for 
1kg (about  8 – 10 sausag-
es) made when you order. 
Contact us at froman@xianease.com 

Basically it’s a farmers market idea but with less farmers (because we don’t know any foreign 
farmers - yet). It’s like this, if you are someone who likes to bake, makes sweaters, carves stuff 

from wood, grows flowers, makes sausages or has some things sitting around you’d like to 
sell we now have a monthly dedicated page for you to advertise your stuff for free!

It’s open to anyone and everyone, but no companies please, this is only for individuals. Our 
hope is that once we get enough people selling their own items we will then be able to hold 

an actual monthly Community Market someplace in the city.

I hope we can get some great homemade stuff into the community and bring us all closer 
together.

haNdmade
mexiCaN tortillaS!
Made from scratch with simple, high-quality in-
gredients, our tortillas have been enjoyed around 
Xi’an for over a year, but with a new recipe they 
are tastier than ever!

20 tortillas for just 30 kuai, or 1.5 kuai per tortilla.  
Pick up in Ming De Men; delivery can be negoti-
ated for large orders.

Call Jane (English)  15029933694 
or Xiao Mu (Chinese)  13384949587

www.xianease.com    xianease26 May  2014

tea CeremoNey
Beatrix - I would like to 
offer a tea ceremony for 
individuals or small groups 
at my house in English or 
German. You can try and 
buy some Chinese tea and accessories. The charge 
is 30 RMB per person.
I also have to offer some used books, puzzles and 
board games in German and English language.
Anyone who is interested can contact me to make 
an appointment at: bea.brunzel@gmail.com
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“Go fly a kite!” a rather antiquated dismissive from the days when folks engaged in fisticuffs and other such 
bally-hoo is actually not such a bad idea on warm May day. The fact that from Mongolia to Xi’an there re-
ally isn’t anything but flat land and we have the mountains to our south makes our fair city a great place to 
partake in the relaxing and culturally historic fang fengzheng. It’s not an expensive hobby (about RMB 100 for 
a full kit) and what is even better is that you can make your own kite.  

Think of it as fishing in the sky, without the pesky annoyance of catching a fish.

Xi’an
top

Address/地址: 
Just South of Tang Paradise ( 大唐芙蓉园南边 )

Buses: 

161, 715 

Probably the best decorated park in the city Nan 
Hu is great for lots of stuff including kiting around 
a bit. The only one with an open grass area where 
you can stand and fly your kite this place it crawl-
ing with folks on the weekends but weekdays see it 
quite a bit emptier. They don’t allow much selling in 
the area, though close to the big balloon there are a 
few kite stands…but the prices are pretty high.

05
Qujiang Nan Hu Gong Yuan 
(大唐芙蓉园南边)

Address/地址: 
Tai Hua Nan Lu ( 太华南路 )

Buses: 

12, 17, 22, 38, 46, 104, 209, 216, 309, 517, 
703, 801 

If there is one thing the Daming Palace has it’s 
HUGE open spaces which lend themselves to a blus-
tery atmosphere perfect for flying. Don’t worry you 
won’t be alone with lots of old men around giving 
you pointers and advice (even if you didn’t ask for 
it!). If you’re in the market to buy there is also a kite 
store close to the south gate of the park with every-
thing you could want for every level and budget.

04
Da Ming Gong 
(大明宫国家遗址公园)

Places to 
Fly a Kite
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Know more Xi’an top fives? send an email to 
top5@xianease.com or go to www.xianease.com 
and leave a comment.

Buses: 

25, 27, 30, 213, 221, 402

Address/地址: 
55 Xian Ning Xi Lu ( 咸宁西路55号 )

Buses: 

45, 351, 402, 410, 512, 607, 800, 910 

Even with the massive construction going on around 
the south first ring road (yes the road just outside of 
the wall is actually the Xi’an first ring road) it hasn’t 
stopped the high flyers from venturing forth to tug 
at the strings of their brightly colored contraptions. 
They also sell what you’re looking for at a good 
price since it’s mostly kite flyers that head there.

What isn’t this park good for really? It seems like 
every time there is a top five about outdoors in Xi’an 
Xing Qing Park is on the list and flying a kite is no 
exception. The park itself has some great locations 
for flying and there are lots for sale all through the 
park as well – though  the best prices are just out-
side the south gate of the park…but keep in mind 
this is more of a tourist area so the quality is lower 
and the prices higher…  

02

01
Outside Heping Gate 
(和平门外)

Address/地址: 
256 Dong Xin Jie ( 东新街256号 )

Buses: 

16,32, 46, 102, 251, 309, 502, 601, 603, 606

Almost smack in the middle of the city center this 
slab of concrete is just south of the Shannxi gov-
ernment offices and is frequented by lots of in-line 
skaters, old folks walking babies and pigeons. It’s 
also a pretty windy location to fly a kite. Though 
they don’t’ sell much in the way of kite gear here it’s 
still not a bad place to give it a go, if nothing else for 
some really interesting people watching.

03
Xin Cheng Guang Chang 
(新城广场)

Xing Qing Park 
(兴庆公园)

Places to 
Fly a Kite
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One sunny afternoon when Cas-
sian and I were diligently recit-

ing our initials and finals the sitting 
room began to fill with a terrible 
smell. I glanced at Cassian but he 
appeared not to have noticed. It 
seemed impossible that our lovely 
tutor Lemon Tree could produce 
such a smell. I caught her eye and 
she continued to smile sweetly. I 
looked down and continued recit-
ing. It was early summer, the win-
dows were open, and the smell 
grew stronger. It became clear 
that it was coming from outside. 
“What on earth`s going on,” I said 
at last. “I thought it was you,” said 
Cassian. I threw him a spiteful 
look. “Well it wasn`t likely to be 
Lemon Tree,” he laughed. “How 
do you know?” said Lemon Tree. 
“Because you`re too young and 
lovely,” I said. 

I went over to the balcony and 
looked out. Straw from the wa-
ter buffalo`s stable had been laid 
across the ground between our 
house and our landlord`s and I 
watched horrified as Xiao Pan 
emerged from our shared latrine 
with a bobbing bucket of brown 
liquid which he proceeded to la-
dle over the straw. I gasped and 
ran back to my chair. “I think I`m 
going to be sick, “I said. Cassian 
went to the window. “He`s dous-
ing the straw with fertilizer,” he 

commented in a matter of fact 
voice. “Fertilizer!” I hissed, “we 
made that fertilizer, oh my god 
that`s the most disgusting thing 
I`ve seen in my life!” “You’re so up-
tight, so British,” said Cassian with 
a shrug. I`m loathe to admit it but I 
was actually close to panic. “How 
about we close the windows,” I 
suggested. “ I don`t think that`s 
a good idea, “ said Lemon Tree. 
“Why on earth not!” “Let me tell 
you a story,” she said quietly.

“One day at primary school when 
I was 6 years old my class went 
into the playground and we dis-
covered the caretaker carrying 
buckets from the school toilets. All 
us little children started scream-
ing and ran back to the classroom. 
Our teacher was so angry, she said 
the caretaker was doing an impor-
tant job and how did we think our 
vegetables would grow if he was 
not prepared to do this unpleas-
ant work. He cannot smell it and 
neither can you! After that all us 
children felt so ashamed by our 
behavior we went back to the 
playground and the bravest ones 
politely asked the old caretaker if 
he would allow them to help him 
with his important work. He didn`t 
accept but we could all see that 
he was so happy to be asked.” 
Cassian suddenly stood up and re-
moving his cashmere jumper went 

FAMILY
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“He Can`t Smell it 
Neither Can You!”

 Article by  Carolyn
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down to Xiao Pan. Lemon Tree and I went for a walk.

All that week Xiao Pan and his wife Lie Yin were busy 
fertilizing their fields. When Lie Yin started carrying 
neat bucket loads up to the paddies on her shoulder 
poles I decided that it was time for me to help too. 
I put on my green army plimsoles and an old shirt, 
picked up the spare shoulder pole and presented 
myself to Lie Yin. She laughed and kindly filled my 
buckets only 1/4 full. Thank god. I`d never stepped 
so carefully up those winding village paths or frankly 
so proudly. And like Lie Yin and Xiao Pan, didn`t get a 
drop on me. If the opportunity ever presents itself to 
you I recommend having a go. Unless you`re used to 
doing work like this or very humble, neither of which 
I was, you may well enjoy it and value the experience. 

Parasitic contamination is obviously an issue with this 
method but don`t forget the multitude of problems 
associated with chemical fertilizers! 

However perhaps it`s best kept to the countryside. 
This method and life in a tower block would of course 
be untenable. Imagine going to work in the morn-
ing and cramming into the lift with the ladies from 
upstairs and their night soil buckets. The older one 
doesn`t like to make more than one trip to the drop 
off point and overfills her bucket, and apart from the 
smell, oh my god, your shoe! No wonder flushing 
toilets were invented. But spare a thought for the 
villagers all over China who still fertilize their fields in 
the oldest way know. The concept may be distaste-
ful but the vegetables we ate in our village were, I 
suspect far less contaminated than the dull, tasteless, 
over-sized offerings we accept in the name of food 
here in the cities.

FAMILY
Fam

ilyIf you have any questions or comments you can reach Carolyn at 
carolyn@xianese.com 
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Using roleplays in the classroom is a really good way for English learners to practice 
their English in a fun and unusual way. However, if you just hand out a dialogue for 

students to memorize and repeat, you are just giving them a monotonous exercise which 
they will soon find boring. Here are three role-play ideas which puts the F-U-N back into 
classes and gives your students more control over what they want to say!
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Role 
play 1
dialogue Prompts

gReat
eSl Role Plays
 Article by  Stuart allen

As I’ve said above, we have all made the mistake 
of giving out a set dialogue, which the students 
can simply read out. However, a more beneficial 
and challenging method, would be to hand out the 
same dialogue, but with prompts as to what they 
should say in that situation. For example instead 
of: A: “What would you like to order” the hand out 
would read: A: “ask the customer for their order.”

This approach allows the student to experiment 
with the language they learn and if used regu-
larly, will actually benefit them when they need 
to improvise in real life situations. Additionally, 
instead of multiple replays of the same dialogue, 

there will be uncountable variations in the dif-
ferent dialogues, allowing students to learn from 
each other.

This is a great filler for the end of the class to 
simply get students talking and having fun. The 
results can be hilarious. As a teacher, prepare four 
paper dice. On one dice write different charac-
ters (policeman, doctor, nurse etc), on another 
you would write a mood for the role play (angry, 
happy, sad), on the third write a setting for the 
event (stadium, hospital, school) and finally on the 
fourth you would write about the topic of the con-

Role
play 2
the random role play
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Many teachers incorrectly believe that a role play 
has to be just two students conversing over a set 
topic. This really does not need to be the case, if 
you have a large class, why not split them into 
small groups and assign them a role to fulfil in a 
larger role play. I will warn you though, this one 
does take some planning

My favourite setting for this particular role play 
is the court room. Give students information on a 
murder, including who the police believe did it and 
also some physical evidence. Then assign roles to 
each of the students, for example, defence, defend-
ant, prosecutor, jury, witness and judge. Give them 
time to set their stories and then begin a mock 
trial, with witness and defendant telling their side 
of the story, the defence and prosecution cross 
examining and then giving a final speech, the jury 
must then deliver its verdict with reasons and the 
judge must then deliver his sentence with reasons. 
It is a fantastic activity and the students adore it, 
the results can be extremely entertaining for you 

versation or something which is happening during 
the conversation (birthday party, there is a fire or 
my personal favourite, there is a monkey!).

You allow the pairs to roll the dice until their char-
acters have been determined and the rest has 
been decided. You then allow them to write their 
own dialogues based on what they rolled on the 
dice. You then sit back and listen to the most hilari-
ous conversations you have ever heard in your life.

You may ask yourself what the point is in this, 
what is the target language etc, but I think it is 
essential just to see this as language practice and 
experimentation, something which I believe there 
may not be enough of in English learning classes. 
It is designed to allow the students free reign of 
the language used and can be an excellent tool 
to really judge their levels.

This same idea can also be applied to story writ-
ing, it will definitely make your marking more 
interesting.

as well. One time in particular I wasn’t even part 
of the court scene and one particularly creative 
defendant managed to convince the judge and 
jury that I was the guilty party.

There are many possible ideas for a larger role 
play, for example a detective murder mystery or 
in the boardroom trying to negotiate a deal for 
the business students.

It can be a great role play for weaker students as 
the stronger students will support them and they 
are required to speak and improvise as they are 
needed to fulfill a specific role.

Role plays really are significant in helping students 
learn to speak any language. However currently 
they are being used to simply learn a fixed dia-
logue which in a real life setting is often far from 
the norm. For students to really gain the full ben-
efit, they must be able to experiment with their 
language, so they are able to improvise with it 
outside of the classroom setting. This way, when 
they are asked by a shop keeper if they have “an-
other quid” they won’t be shocked that her or she 
diverged from the set routine that they learnt and 
actually be able to recover the situation.

Role 
play 3
the Big one

Are you an English teacher in China? Do you use 
Wechat on your phone? Scan the QR code here 

to get free daily lesson ideas from ESL in China! 
You can’t go wrong!
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as you gently wake up the cat 
sleeping on the cover of your 

1930s motorbike, warm up the 
engine, shove the key in, put your 
goggles on.  Now you are ready to 
explore Xi’an countryside.  Our fa-
vorite roads? Those that aren’t on 
the maps. This is how we design 
tours at Ins!ders.

We go off the beaten path to un-
earth treasures of the past. China’s 
oldest Christian Pagoda, the house 
of a former red guard, a Buddhist 
temple housing thousands of Tang 
dynasty statues, cave dwellings 
straight out of the stone age. 

You said cave dwellings?

You’ve probably already driven out 
of Xi’an yourself and seen empty 
caves sprinkling the landscape. Have 
a closer look. They aren’t all empty. 
With 30 million Chinese still living in 
caves, you can actually find an inhab-
ited one!  

 Article by  Julia Stafford

How i Became
a cave woman

Forget your Mandarin classes, Shaanxi dialect is the only 
language spoken here.
Ms Wang, the eighth generation of a family of cave dwellers, has opened the 
door for us into this mysterious world.

The first time I stepped in, I had the feeling of going back in time.  300 years 
back to be precise. Some veggies growing at the entrance, no running water 
but a well, goats, chickens, corn hanging on a rope… Dug by hand by her an-
cestors, the inside has its own wonders. Her bed is a kang, a stone bed under 
which you can light on a fire in the evening to warm up the bed for the night. 
I couldn’t believe she was still using a traditional stone pillow! The walls are 



xianeasewww.xianease.com    39May  2014

COMMUNITY
Com

m
unity

You want to see it by yourself? Come have a taste of it at the barbecue afternoon on Sunday June 
8th. We will provide your favorite grilled lamb, lots of beers, goat milk, gin & tonic… Bring your 
own music if you are a picky DJ, poker lovers will find a table with cards 
and chips. And much more!

When: June 8th, 11am to 5pm

How to get there: transfer provided from Xi’an art district (subway line 1, 
Banpo station, exit C)

Reservation: please contact Julia before May 30th (see details below)

Price: 80 yuan for the transfer. Food & drinks at cost price.

covered with newspaper and old calendars to suck in the humidity.

Leaving me at my contemplation, she dug a few veggies out of the ground to cook. Storing them in the ground saves 
space in the fridge she explained. She served a plate of something amazing that I can’t describe, with fresh baked 
mantou, a killer! You wouldn’t believe what is possible to make in this ancient kitchen.

Every time I come to the cave, I look at the highway, which construction stopped in front of the village. Wang Ayi 
explained that one day they will continue the construction over the village. That day they will need to move and find 
another place to live. 3, 5, 10 years, no one knows when. Wang Ayi’s cave, this piece of Chinese history, will soon 
disappear. I make sure to appreciate every moment spent there as I know any moment this place will be demolished 
and all the wonder will be gone.

Whoever has sat in my jeep has seen this cave, had a chat with Wang Ayi, tasted her noodles or just had a cup of 
tea in her courtyard. But I knew the cave had more potential. That is how the idea of renovating the cave came up.

Ins!ders is looking for tour leaders. If you want to make money by driving a jeep into China’s finest parts, contact me!
Julia: julia@insidersexperience.com       +86 185 1613 0449         wechat: julia2209

You too can be a cave dweller for one day

We have brought enough comfort for one to feel at ease, but have kept what 
makes the spirit of the cave. After talking Wang Ayi into the project, the big 
work finally started.

Day 1. Everything out! Let’s clean the inside –floor, walls, ceiling until we 
realize that no matter how hard we clean we cannot wipe out mud.  Sand and 
repaint furniture, doors, windows.

Day 2. We need toilets. I mean western toilets. I may be used to a hole 
between 3 walls, but an upgrade doesn’t hurt. Mattresses, thick and nice 
mattresses (to forget we are sleeping on a bed made out of stone!).

Day 3. I need strong arms to bring grind stones inside the courtyard to set 
as dinner tables. Flowers, curtains, candles…

Day 4. What does goat milk taste like? Wang Ayi serves us a cup of fresh goat 
milk. It actually is delicious! (I am asking you to believe me without question)

Day 5. Good morning police officer. You want us to show you our IDs and 
register at the Public Security Bureau? Sure! We had nothing to do today 
anyway.  I’m just staying in this cave while I visit China, nothing strange here…

(…) Day 38. Habitually heading to the cave; fetching water from the well 
and digging up carrots for supper, I am now a cave woman.
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PaRt two:

The stars are pleasantly deceitful 
things. In staring at them, I real-

ize now, I finally understand a little 
of how my father must have felt. He 
gazed into those stars, forming pat-
terns, and when he connected the 
dots there was a wife, children, the 
family farm, the dream; there was 
joy and peace…and prosperity. It 
wasn’t until one of the stars, a cen-
tral aspect of the scheme, turned 
out to be an airliner (you know 
how it is), and it flung itself from 
the system, leaving a gaping hole in 
dad’s picture, rendering it all futile, 
disillusioned. Then another star fell. 
Then another. I like to imagine that 
perhaps they, too, were drawn by 
our tiny, grass airstrip hiding just 
beyond the St. Joe River… all even-
tually to crash at 6688 County Road 
44, Butler, IN, 61401.

A star can take your pride away, or 
hand you hope. When I stargaze, 
which I do as often as time affords, 
I like to stare at them in thought 
long enough to notice their repo-
sitioning as the earth revolves to 
view a different angle of the sky. 
This grants me the illusion that the 
stars themselves are surely moving 
around the earth, a focus of the uni-
verse. Then, I think to the studies 
of physics, astrophysics, and space 
theory, and find myself puzzling 
over the size and convoluted com-
plexity of it all. How little, insignifi-
cant, and meaningless we must be 
here on this tiny planet which does 
not embody the central focus of a 
revolving universe. Scientific stud-
ies and observation show us pow-
erlessness and a desperate need for 
help and meaning; they prove an 
unforgiving causal reality.

This reality is not far off from the 
feeling many young people here, 
and perhaps in every country, are 
experiencing. ‘What am I doing,’ 
‘why am I here,’ and ‘what should 
I live for’ are the increasingly com-

mon questions obstructing the fore-
sight of today’s youth. In a system 
so competitive and demanding on 
the next generation, the time and 
space to consider such issues as 
purpose is rare and elusive. All the 
chatter about what the “Chinese 
Dream” is exactly is indicative of 
just how unspecific and ethereal 
the idea really is to most of us.  

My father invested a lot of time, 
money, and life into an excursion 
that ended in a courtroom with 
a mega-company and a team of 
lawyers in one corner and a single, 
confused albeit diligent and proud 
family man in the other. The Ameri-
can dream wasn’t so solid a goal as 
he’d thought. Neither is the Chinese 
one. So how do we overcome the 
pitfalls and mysteriousness of our 
futures? 

Knowing ourselves. 

I don’t just mean identifying your 
passions, interests, and skills. You 
must discern for yourself a goal, an 
objective, towards which you could 
feel satisfied working your whole 
life. A friend once asked me what, 
if anything, I could see myself work-
ing for, trying to accomplish, even if 
for my entire life I strove but never 
achieved. I told him that in high 
school I’d had a girlfriend that I’d 
planned to marry. She meant more 
than life and death to me. And so I’d 
stayed up, night after night, writing 
poems and hoping that one night 

 Article by  Benjiman Grutner

You
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I might finally write ‘the one.’ The 
perfect poem that would make her 
understand, that would make her 
realize just how important she was 
(even if it was just to me, at least 
she would know how important 

she was to someone). One night I’d 
done it. I had ‘the one.’ She read it, 
and much to my dismay she said, 
“wow, thanks, Ben! This is SO nice!” 
She didn’t get it at all or realize any-
thing. Nothing in her changed. But 
something in me did. It occurred 
to me in that moment that she 
might live her entire life, and one 
day pass away, never having known 
how important she’d been to me. 
And I couldn’t suffer that. I could 
not abide it. It then occurred to 
me, compounding my anxiety, that 
people, every day, must live their 
entire lives, and never, never once, 
understand how important they 
were to someone, somewhere…
and they just pass away. I wept that 
night, wailing and moaning, pulling 

my hair and gnashing my teeth. The 
memory alone jerks a tear from 
time to time. But my point is this; 
I know why I chose creative writ-
ing and philosophy as my majors 
in undergraduate school; I know 
why I chose to come to China and 
teach little kids; I know why, every 
day and in every difficult situation, 
I am working so hard to help and 
to serve; and I know why, no mat-
ter how hard my life gets or how 
impossible tomorrow seems to be, 
I can still sleep in peace and con-
tentment every night. I know my-
self. And I have a purpose. No one 
in my life will lack the opportunity, 
several even, to realize just how 
significant they are to someone, 
even if that someone is just me. 
Providing people, even you, every 
opportunity possible to realize how 
important you are is who I am and 
why I am here. 

So…who are you? 

Ben is from the United States. He is a 
writer and teacher living in Xi’an. If you 
have a questions or comment you can 
reach him via Wechat ID: benji9012
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Yet another packed Pub Quiz in April, with 
yet again Legs Akimbo coming out on top 
with 21 correct questions. The questions 
were a bit more difficult this time around 

but that didn’t stop most of the teams 
getting quite a lot correct. Unfortunately 

we can have only one winner but come on 
down and it might just be you. 

www.xianease.com

www.xianease.com    

Belgian Bar and xianease
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With the better weather the Toastmas-
ters folks held not only their monthly 
meetings but also let down their hair 
and headed out into the wilds of 
Shaanxi for a bit of fun and relaxation. 
They do more than just give speeches 
and toasts so pop on by in May to see 
what they are all about and you’ll be 
pleasantly surprised.

May  2014

ToasTmasTers
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 King or Queen of The Table Pool Tourney
Starting with the two times per month 
in April it was a full on Steve-Ball pool 
off! If you don’t know what that means 
don’t worry most folks don’t but you 
can head down to the next one in May 
and learn quickly…it’s a fun evening for 
all levels and who knows you might just 
win and be crowned king or queen of 
the table! 

xianeasewww.xianease.com    45May  2014
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Cherry blossoms around Xi’an

Wanda by the train station
  --- Vivianna

Xi’an Polytechnic University
            --- Chloe Louise

Wild Cherries in Qinling
  --- Bishwesh Adhikari

XISU new campus 
--- Rémi Tauzin

Liu cun bao wan mu tao yuan 
(Shirley)                           --- Allan

City Wall Park     
              --- Bret Huang

Yanan                          --- Gabe

Jian Zhu Da Xue (architecture & 
technology uni.)         --- Carolyn

Great Mosque         
  --- Natalya
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One of the most picturesque and beautiful times of the year in Xi’an is April when spring has Sprung and the Cherry blossoms 
are in full roar. This year Xianease asked folks to submit their own Cherry Blossom photos to see who had the best. After 
much deliberation our panel of 10 judges picked Tony Feng as the winner.  Thanks to everyone who submitted their photos 
they were all amazingly beautiful. 

DongLingCun                                 --- Daniel
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Xi’an Jiaotong University              --- Rj Trede

Qing Long Temple                           --- Isabete

Xi’an University of Posts & Telecommunications 
New Campus                                 --- Tony Feng
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F8  The Belgian Bar
杰诺比利时酒吧
Shun Cheng Nan Lu #69
(East Side Inside The South 
Gate)
南门顺城南路中段69号
(南门里东侧150米处)
Phone: 029-8725 6656
            13201672369
A popular and friendly pub with 
Xian’s largest Belgian beer 
selection including two Belgian 
draft beers. Happy Hour 5PM to 
8PM daily. 
Food served, lunch and dinner.

F8  Park Qin
秦文化主题酒吧 
#2 Shun Cheng Xi Xiang near 
the South Gate
顺城西巷2号靠近南门	
Phone: 029-8728 7720 
Located just inside the South 
Gate, this is a popular bar for 
both westerners and chinese. 
They serve Heineken on draft.

F8  De Fu Lou Cafe & Bar
德福楼酒吧
#39, De Fu Xiang Street (Bar 
Street)
德福巷39号
Phone: 029-8728 3630
One of the first bars ever to 
open in Xian and a favourite 
hangout for locals. Live football 
on the big screen and live music 
every night. Paulaner and Vedett 
Blond on tap.

E8  Just Enjoy Life Bar 
里享生活馆
Southwest corner inside the city 
wall, the new bar street
城墙内西南墙角新酒吧一条街
Phone: 029-8738 6888  
Hours: 11:00 -- 2:00

G8  GELIN
格林餐吧
#1F101, XiYun Jewelry City, 
South Part of ST. Bai Shu Lin  
柏树林南段
Phone: 029-8736 0997
Hour: 19:00 -- 21:00
Carlsberg Draft & Tequila 
Sunrise.20%. 
LADIES NIGHT. 21:00~23:00
All Cocktails 50% Off.
Every expat can get a free mem-
bership card.

B11  Green Molly 
绿茉莉餐厅&爱尔兰酒吧
200m north on your right hand 
of the GINWA shopping center 
back door.
西安市高新区高科大厦副楼 
一层(世纪金花商场后门向北 
200米路东)
Phone: 029-8188 3339

F8  Fantasy
范特西
5th & 6th floor, #46 South Street
西安市南大街46号5-6层
New disco club located on 
South Street.
Phone: 029-8763 3999

G7  Habana Club in Sofitel
哈瓦那
#319, Dong Xin Street
陕西省西安市东新街319号
Phone: 13571887543

J9 Fantasy KTV
真爱范特西KTV
#159,Xingqing nan lu

碑林区兴庆南路159号
Phone: 029-8813 1234

F7  Party World
钱柜
#1, North Street
西安西华门1号凯爱大厦1-3
层
Phone: 029-6267 8888

F10  Tang Dynasty Show 
Palace
唐乐宫
Chang’an Lu, nearby the Coca-
cola stadium
长安路，临近省体育场
Phone: 029-8526 1633
The show is performed by 
the “Tang Dynasty Song & 
Dance Troupe”, a branch of the 
“Shaanxi Provincial Song & 
Dance Troupe”. 

K8  Changan Banquet
长安夜宴
Changle Theatre, #17 Jinhua 
South Road
金花南路17号长乐剧院 (咸宁
桥以北300米处）
Phone: 029-8322 1111
Changan Banquet is the latest 
dinner & performance show 
now open in Xi’an.

.

Sculpting in Time  
雕刻时光

K9  #28 Xianning West Road
雁塔区咸宁西路28号交大一

村四舍(交大商场往西500米)
Spacious and comfortable cafe
Phone: 029-8537 5772

a10  2F, Golden Bridge Plaza, 
Keji Lu
高新区科技路金桥国际广场
BC座2层
Phone: 029-8886 0857
Hours: 08:30 -- 23:30

B11  Timo Coffee Bar
Providing top quality 
coffee and cocktail, 
with great environment.
高新区高新路51号尚中心底
商（高新一中小处部对面）
Phone: 029-6820 0902
Hours: 10:00 -- 24:00

G14  Village Café
香村咖啡馆
#32 Shida Lu, Nearby the Shanxi 
Normal University
雁塔区师大路32号
Phone: 029-8522 2150
Located in the south by Wai 
Yuan and Shi Da.

King Coffee
K 咖啡

F7  #1st Floor of Fang Hui 
Mansion, No. 383 East Street
东大街383号方汇大厦B1楼

F8  #52, Nan Da Jie
西安市南大街52号
G12  #25, Yan Ta West Road 
西安市大唐通易坊25号
Hours: 9:00 -- 22:30

H8  Squirrel café
松鼠家咖啡
100 meters to the west along the 
wall inside He Ping Men
碑林区和平门内沿城墙向西
100米
Phone: 029-8752 4343

NIGHTLIFE - ENTERTAINMENT
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We have lots more listings online either use your smart phone and scan the QR code or go to
www.xianease.com/xianguide to check them all out!!!
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            137 0023 2148
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00

F8  Back Nook Cafe 
后角咖啡
100m inside Dong Shun Cheng 
lane, South Gate, Xi’an
西安市南门里东顺城巷内
100米 
Phone: 029-8725 3257
www.backnookbar.com
Hours: 11:00 -- 01:00

H13  Lobby Lounge at The 
Westin Xian
#66 Ci En Road, Qu Jiang New 
District, Xi’an
西安威斯汀大酒店大堂吧
曲江新区慈恩路66号
Phone: 029-6568 6568
Hours: 10:00 – 24:00
Nice terrace with beautiful land-
scape view – Big Wild Goose 
Pagoda.

F7  Isola del Nord 
Italian Restaurant
Isola del Nord 意大利餐厅

11F, K.I.Tower, #1 of Xihuamen
西安市西华门凯爱大厦11层
Phone: 029-7201501/87201502
Isola del Nord is one of those 
places that once you set foot in 
you realize that you are in for a 
good meal.
Hours:11:30 -15:00 (L.O.14:00)
           17:30 -22:00 (L.O.21:15)

F6  Burger King
汉堡王
地铁二号线北大街站C出口
B1层
Phone:8738 8321
Hours: 8:00am-10:00pm

a9 汉堡王唐延中心城店
唐延路168号唐延中心城负一
层（永辉超市旁）
Phone:13324562395
Hours: 7:00-12:30

Subway
赛百味

F7  西大街店
#125 the West Street
西大街 125号，百盛购物中
心西侧
Phone: 029-8727 4255 (Deliver)
Hours: 7:00 -- 22:30

H12  大雁塔店
Great Tang’s All Day Mall, 
South Square of Big Wild 
Goose Pagoda.
大唐不夜城新乐汇内，中国

银行旁
Phone: 029-8557 3669 (Deliver)
Hours: 8:00 -- 22:30

B10  高新店
#17, Gaoxin 1st.Road
高新一路17号
Phone: 029-8826 9812 (Deliver)

D10 Jane’s garden
简的花园
8th Floor of the Feng 

Run International Bld. 50m 
from the Northwest Corner of 
Tai Bai Lu and the 2nd Ring Rd 
Intersection, near Vivo City. 
太白路立交西北角向北50米
丰润国际简的花园8楼
American style Club; Garden 
restaurant
Phone: 029-8885 6266
Hours: 11:30 -- 23:30

H13  Small World Café
小世界咖啡
Big Goose Pagoda Location
Huanta Nanlu, Da Yan Ta   
大雁塔环塔南路6号
Phone: 029-8557 3949
Friendly dutch owned cafe serv-
ing both western and chinese 
food. Check out their Terracotta 
Warrior breakfasts.

F8  3 Royal 3 Houses
3皇3家
South Nan Guan Jie Branch
1st Floor, Wei Ye Building, 
#69 Nan Guan Road
碑林区南广济街69号伟业大
厦1楼
Hours: 09:00 -- 23:30

a9  Boпгa
伏尔加俄罗斯餐厅酒吧
No.5-10201, 2F, lai an yi jing 
shopping area, #1, tang yan lu, 
Gaoxin district
Phone:029-8816 9595
Hours: 09:00-02:00

B11  Siam Garden
暹罗园
1F,shangri-la hotel,#38,ke ji 
road, Gaoxin district
高新区科技路38号香格里拉
酒店1楼  
Phone: 029-8875 8888
Hours: 11:00 -- 14:00
            17:00 -- 22:00

a10  Sparrow Bar & Restaurant
欢雀美式餐厅
C block, wang zuo international 
city, ke ji road, Gaoxin district.
高新区科技路旺座国际城C座
后花园
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00
Phone: 029-8881 1888

Paulaner Bräuhaus 
Add:Level 1, Kempinski Hotel 
Xi’an, No. 6 West Section, 
Euro-Asia Avenue, Chanba 
Ecological District
Phone: 029-8355 0000/8333
Hours: Monday - Sunday 
            3:00 pm - Midnight

H12 Bierhaus
德瑞坊
#6,Tong Yi Fang, Yan Ta West 
Road
西安雁塔区雁塔西路大唐通
易坊6号
Phone: 029-8543 0602
Hours: 11:30 -- 23:00

C9 曼罗阁泰餐厅
Tang west market,Silk street,lao 
dong south road
劳动南路大唐西市丝绸之路
风情街
Phone: 029-8411 1551
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00

F7  Isola del Nord 
Italian Restaurant
Isola del Nord 意大利餐厅 

11F, K.I.Tower, #1 of Xihuamen
西安市西华门凯爱大厦11层

Phone: 029-87201501/87201502
Isola del Nord is one of those 
places that once you set foot in 
you realize that you are in for a 
good meal.
Hours:11:30 -15:00 (L.O.14:00)
           17:30 -22:00 (L.O.21:15)

L’acquolina in bocca
阿果里呐

B14 #5 Tai Bai Nan Road, zi 
wei shang ceng, 2nd, east build-
ing, shop no.20107
高新区太白南路5号紫薇尚层
东2号楼20107
Phone: 029-8889 4573
Hours: 11:00 -- 20:00 (Sunday off)

Ke Ji road xi kou, no.18 du shi 
yin xiang street, ground floor, 
shop no.10116
高新区科技路西口都市印象街
区18栋1层10116
Phone: 13363990100
Hours: 11:00 -- 21:00

Papa John’s
棒约翰

H13 1st&2nd Floor, Happy 
Mall, Dayan Pagoda Plaza.
曲江新区大雁塔南广场东南侧
新乐汇A5区1,2层
Phone:029-8535 8732
Hours:10:30-22:30

H6 Wanda Plaza,Min Le Yuan, 

CAFES & RESTAURANTS
Restaurants

Western

Pizza
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Jie Fang Road.
解放路民乐园万达广场
Phone:029-8740 2921
Hours:10:00-22:00

C9  Redfort
红堡印度餐厅
Redfort-Indian Pavilion, Xi’an 
Tang West Market, Silk Street, 
No.118 Laodong South Road
莲湖区劳动南路大唐西市118
号丝绸之路风情街红堡印度区
Phone: 15029927722 
Hours: 9:00pm - Midnight

H12  Delhi Darbar
新德里餐厅
#3 Da Tang tong Yi Fang, Yanta 
Xi Lu
雁塔西路大唐通易坊东头3号
Phone: 029-85255157
Very popular restaurant serving 
authentic Indian dishes. Great 
food, a nice atmosphere and 
reasonable prices make this a 
favourite.
Hours: 10:30 -- 23:00

G12  Cacaja
印度菜菜
#46 Yanta Xi Lu
雁塔西路46号
Phone: 029-85252536
Hours: 11:30 -- 16:30
            17:30 -- 22:30

a13  
Inimitable Restaurant
旺角创意餐厅

Japanese cuisine; BBQ; Dessert.
科技五路旺座现代城C座
Block C, wangzuo xiandai-
cheng, ke ji 5 lu, Gaoxin.
Phone:029-88785478
Hours: 11:00-14:00
            17:00-21:30

G7  Koi by Sofitel
锦鲤餐厅
#319 Dongxin Jie
东新街319号
The light yet distinctive flavour 
of Japanese dishes prepared 
by Japanese chefs. Featuring 
teppanyaki tables, sushi area, 
private tatami rooms and deli-
cious a la carte selections.
Phone: 029-8792 8888ext 4689
Hours: 11:30 -- 14:00
            17:30 -- 22:00

Ajisen Ramen
味千拉面
H6  1F, Wan Da Shopping Mall, 
#8 Yanta Lu
雁塔路8号万达广场1楼
Phone: 029-85560358
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00

F8  2F, Melody Hotel, #86 
Xida Jie
西大街86号美伦酒店2楼
Phone: 029-87639368
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00

H13  Mai
#66 Ci En Road, Qu Jiang New 
District, Xi’an
舞亚洲餐厅
曲江新区慈恩路66号
Phone: 029-6893 8367
Hours: 11:30 – 14:30
      17:30 – 22:00

F8  Tudari
土大力
2F, INTIME Shopping Mall, 
#48 Xida Jie
西大街48号银泰广场2楼
Phone: 029-8727 1264
Hours: 11:00 -- 23:00

H13 Zen5es
#66 Ci En Road, Qu Jiang New 
District, Xi’an
中国元素餐厅
曲江新区慈恩路66号
Phone: 029-6893 8366
Hours: 11:30 – 14:30
      17:30 – 22:00

B11  Bai Xing Chu Fang
百姓厨房
#6 Guangde Lu
光德路6号
Phone: 029-8831 7280
Hours: 11:30 -- 21:30

C7  Lao Pu Kao Ya
北京老铺烤鸭
#1 Laodong Bei Lu 
劳动北路1号
Phone: 029-8864 5888
Hours: 11:00 -- 14:30
            16:00 -- 21:00

B10  Grand Hong Kong
大香港鲍翅酒楼
#3 Gaoxin Road

高新路三号   
Phone: 029-8122 6785
Hours: 7:00 -- 11:00
           10:30 -- 14:30

H12  Tianlong Vegetarian 
天龙宝严素食馆
#1 Yanta West Road
雁塔西路1号
Phone: 029-8526 6880
Hours: 11:00 -- 21:00

H13  Datang Vegetarian
大唐素食坊
#5 Yanta 1st Road
雁塔一路5号207

G10  Xiao Yang Kao Rou
小杨烤肉
#256 Jianshe Xi Lu
建设西路256号
Phone: 029-8110 1825
Hours: 10:00 -- 14:00
            17:00 -- 04:00

F7  Hui Min Jie
回民街
Near Drum Tower
鼓楼旁边

Hai Di Lao
海底捞

H12  #11, South of Yanta Lu
雁塔路南段11号
Phone: 029-8553 6971
Hours: 10:30 -- 03:00

B10  3F, Gao Ke Buliding, #1 
Gaoxin Si Lu
高新四路1号高科广场3楼
Phone: 029-8836 1337
Hours: 10:30 -- 03:00

D10  Bibini 
Nice-cream
比比里意式冰淇淋店
Gelato, Coffee, Dessert, Snacks 
太白路立交，怡丰城，负一
层步行街
Basement 1, Vivo City, TaiBai 
roundabout
Phone: 029-8730 0162
Hours: 10:00-22:00

Baskin Robbins
芭斯罗缤

C10  1F Xinhui Buliding, 
#25 Gaoxin Lu
高新路25号新汇大厦1楼
Phone: 029-8825 6863
Hours: 09:30 -- 23:00

G8 #1 Luo Ma Shi, South of 
Min Sheng Shopping Mall
骡马市1号民生百货南侧
Phone: 029-8765 6554
Hours:  09:30 -- 23:00

Lotus Supermarket
易初莲花超市
a10  #3 Tang Yan Road
唐延路3号，枫叶新都市对面
Thai supermarket.
Southeast of the Television 
Tower on Changan Street
电视塔东南角

F14  Korean Supermarket
韩国食品超市
#18 Xin Yuan Residential Area 
Tian Tan West Road
天坛西路杏园小区18号楼
Phone: 029-8533 6200  
            13379037071
Hours: 08:00 -- 21:00

F14  Metro
麦德龙超市
#86 Chan’ an Road, 50 meters 
to the TV Tower
长安南路86号，临近电视塔
Western Supermarket located 
next to the TV tower in the 
South of Xi’an. This is one 
of the best places in Xi’an to 
purchase imported food such as 
cheese, beer, wine, meats and 
those hard to find ingredients.

G8  Wal-Mart
沃尔玛
Luo Ma Shi Pedestrian Street
骡马市商业步行街

F8  Kai Yuan Shopping Mall
开元商城
#6 East Avenue next to the Bell 
Tower
东大街解放市场6号
Phone: 029-8723 5340
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F8  Zhong Da International 
Shopping Center
中大国际
30 South Street
南大街30号
Phone: 029-8720 3000
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00

Ginwa Shopping Center
世纪金花购物中心

F7  #1 Xida Jie next to the 
bell tower
西大街1号钟鼓楼广场
Phone: 029-87631708
B11  #55 Keji Lu
科技路55号
Phone: 029-6296 1099
Hours: 10:00 -- 22:00

Wan Da Shopping Mall
万达广场

H10  #8 North of Yanta Lu
雁塔路北段8号

H6  Wulu Kou
五路口东南角

Ren He Tea Market
人和茶叶市场
#101 Chang Le Zhong Road
长乐中路101号

Shaanxi Qing Gong  
Tea Market

陕西轻工茶城
Yi Wu Market, #188 Chang Le 
Central Road
长乐中路188号 义乌商城

F11  Bai Hui Market
百汇市场
Bai Hui Market, Chang’an 
Central Road
长安中路 百汇市场

I6  Duo Cai Wholesale 
Clothing Mall
多彩服装商城
215 Chang Le West Road
长乐西路215号

F14 Hua Dong Wholesale 
Clothing Market (Chang’an Store)
华东服装商城 (长安店)
Wu Jia Fen, Chang’an  
South Road
长安南路陕西师范大学对面 
吴家坟

F11  Impulse Fitness Equipment
英派斯商用力量产品
#14 Changan North Road 
Building D of Shaanxi TiJiao  

Building, Xi’an.
长安北路14号省体育场南大
门东侧 省体教公寓D座1层
Phone: 029-8523 0026
Hours: 09:00 -- 18:00

Five Ring Outlets
五环工厂店
B10  #18 Gaoxin Lu
高新路18号

K9  South of Er Huan  Dong Lu 
东二环与咸宁西路交叉十字

Traditional Chinese  
Medicine Market
西安万寿路中药材市场
Wan Shou Road North, Xi’an.
万寿北路

Lao Bai Xing  
Medicine Store
老百姓大药房

F6  Beida Jie intersection
北大街十字
Phone: 029-8721 1888

Suning Home Appliance
苏宁电器

F6  #23 Lian Hu Road
莲湖路23号
Phone: 029-8731 9196
Hours: 09:30 -- 19:00

Guo Mei  Appliance
国美电器

B11  1 Keji Lu
科技路1号
Phone: 029-8856 9620
Hours: 09:00 -- 21:30

I1  Da Ming Gong  
Furniture Center
大明宫建材家具城
#180 Tai Hua Bei Road
太华北路180号
Phone: 029-8811 6666
Hours: 09:30 -- 18:00

San Sen International Furni-
ture Center
三森国际家居汇展中心
#18 Chang’an Nan Road, 
YanTa District
长安南路18号
Phone: 029-85337891
Hours: 09:00 -- 18:30

D11  Macalline
红星美凯龙
#1 Taibai North Road, 
Bei Lin District
碑林区太白北路1号
Phone: 029-6262 6666
Hours: 09:30 -- 18:30

I7  Ba Xian An Antique 
Market
八仙庵古玩市场
Ba Xian An, An Ren Fang, 
Bei Lin District
新城区安仁坊八仙庵

F8  Shu Yuan Gate
书院门
Shu Yuan Gate,  
南门里书院门

F11  Xi’an Antique City
西安古玩市场
#2 Central Section of Zhu Que 
Avenue
朱雀大街2号

F7  Bei Yuan Gate
北院门
Bei Yuan Gate, Lian Hu District
莲湖区北院门

F7  Muslim Street
回民街
Hui Min Street, Drum Tower 
Square
鼓楼广场回民街

G7  Belltower Bookstore
钟楼新华书店
#337 East avenue
东大街377号
Phone: 029-8721 6194

G12  Wang Bang Book City
万邦图书城
#126 Xiao Zhai East Road
小寨东路126号百隆广场一层
Phone: 029-8793 7360

E12  Zhong Shan Book Mall
中山书城
#158 Yan Ta Road, Xi’an.
雁塔西路158号
Phone: 029-8523 5456

E10  Yanta Flower Market
小雁塔苗圃市场
Zhu Que Avenue
朱雀大街，西安体育学院后
门对面

SHOPPING

Tea
Markets

Sporting
Goods

Appliance
Centers

Furniture
Markets

Clothing
Markets

Health
Goods

Shopping

Antique
Markets

Plant
Markets

Book
Shops



xianease www.xianease.com    52 May  2014

C10  Megafit Fitness Center
美格菲
#3 Gao Xin Lu  高新路3号
Phone: 029-8823 6688
Providing top quality equip-
ment, with international stand-
ards of management.

C9  Redfort - Pure Indian Yoga
红堡印度瑜伽
Redfort-Indian Pavilion, Xi’an 
Tang West Market, Silk Street, 
No. 118 Laodong South Road
莲湖区劳动南路大唐西市118
号丝绸之路风情街红堡印度区
Phone: 18991150705

Qinling Ecolodge Theme Hotel
秦岭寓舍酒店
Huangjiawan Road, Foping 
County town, Hanzhong
汉中市佛坪县黄家湾路
Phone: 0916-299 5288
Email: yushehotel@kvsoon.com
Web: www.qinling-bslv.com

a11 ZuoYouKe Theme Hotel
左右客
room Rsv.86-029-88861678
Meal Rsv.86-029-89189153
西安市高新区高新四路14号
#14,4th Gaoxin Road, Hi-Tech 
District,Xi’an
www.zuoyouke.cn
http://blog.sina.com.cn/zuoyouke

H13 The Westin Xian
西安威斯汀大酒店
#66 Ci En Road, Qu Jiang New 
District, Xi’an
曲江新区慈恩路66号
Phone: 029-6568 6568
For a better you! Enter a Westin® 
hotel, and you’ll immediately no-
tice how good it feels to be here.

a12  Swisstouches
瑞斯丽酒店
#22 Feng Hui South Road, 
GaoXin District, Xian.
西安高新区沣惠南路22号
Phone: (86 29) 6858 8888 
ext. 6128 
www.swisstouchesxian.com

G7  Sofitel Xi’an
#319 Dongxin Street
西安索菲特人民大厦东楼一、
二层
Phone: 029-8792 8888
The Touch Spa provides sophis-
ticated services for high-end 
customers
Grand Park Xian Hotel

F9  Grand Park Xian Hotel
西安城堡酒店
#12 Xi Duan Huan Cheng Nan Lu
皇城南路西段12号
An elegant atmosphere, ad-
vanced facilities service, we are 
the ideal choice. 

B8  Sheraton Xian Hotel
喜来登大酒店
#262 Feng Hao East Rd
沣镐东路 262 号
Phone: 029-8426 1888
A comprehensive Health and 
Fitness Centre. 

B11  Shangri-La Hotel, Xian
香格里拉大酒店
#38 Keji Road
高新区科技路38号
Phone:029-8875 8888
Luxurious spa treatments and a 
fully equipped health club. 

Kempinski Hotel Xi’an
西安凯宾斯基酒店
#6 West Section, Euro-Asia Ave-
nue, Chanba Ecological District
中国西安浐灞生态区欧亚大道
西段6号 

Phone: 029- 8355 0000

K6 Golden Flower Hotel, Xian
西安金花大酒店
#8 Chang Le Road West, Xian
西安市长乐西路8号
Phone: 029-8323 2981 
Citadines
西安馨乐庭
服务公寓
F8  Citadines Central Xi’an
西安馨乐庭城中服务公寓
#36 Zhubashi, Beilin District,
西安市碑林区竹笆市36号   
Phone: 029-8576 1188

B10  Citadines Gaoxin Xi’an
西安馨乐庭高新服务公寓  
#13 Gaoxin Si Road, Hi-Tech 
Zone, Xi’an
西安市高新区高新四路13号  
Phone: 029-8843 7888
J9  Citadines Xingqing Palace 
Xi’an
西安馨乐庭兴庆宫服务公寓
#159 Xingqing Road, Beilin 
District, Xi’an
西安市碑林区兴庆路159号  
Phone: 029-8338 0588

F10  Real Love Spa
真爱年华洗浴广场
#38, middle of Zhuque Street.
朱雀大街中段38号
Phone: 029-8840 1234

a9  Victoria Spa 
维多利亚浴场
#210 West Taoyuan, West of 2rd 
South Ring
南二环西段西桃园210号
Phone: 029-8428 8888
F8  Qing Jian Bathing Place
清见御所
Northeast Corner of Wuwei 
Cross, #53 Nanyuan Gate
南院门53号五味十字东北角
Phone: 029-8725 3333/

G13 Xi’an iSchool
Say what you mean to say!
iSchool is a professional Chi-
nese language training school.
We have professional teachers 
and offer different kinds of 
lessons, like HSK prep, spoken 
Chinese, Business Chinese, etc.
Address: #174 Yannan 1st Road, 
Building 1, Room 1101, Hanlin-
shijia, Yanta District
Phone: 15332325200
           13289373809
Email: xian.ischool@gmail.com
facebook: Xi’an iSchool
Chinese Training Center – 
Xi’an International School
We specialize in teaching both 
the language and its culture in 
a one-on-one setting. Courses 
offered include both basic and 
specializes focuses. We have a 
relaxing environment and person-
alized learning plans to fit every 
students needs and abilities. 
Contact us for more information 
and to start learning today.
Address: #5 Zi Wu Da Dao, 
Yanta District
Tel: 029-8533-5014
Email: reception@xianinterna-
tionalschool.com

F14 Eastern Home Lan-
guage Service
Specialize in basic through 
advanced Chinese courses for 
adults and children, we also of-
fer Culture courses and Living 
Services.
Address: Hengdaguoji 918# (lo-
cated 100 meters south of Shida)
Tel: 029-85439803 (9:00-18:00)
Cellphone:13772074121(24 hours)
Email: yaxiya1981@163.com
www.eastern-home.com

Faithful Language School
A place where your language 
dreams come true
We offer you: Professional teach-
ers who suit your learning style; 
Effective teaching methods that 
are customized to your needs. A 
relaxed learning atmosphere and 
flexible study times; Understanding 
Chinese Culture through diverse 
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activities; Year round language 
student visas and enrolment; and 
Continued Helpfulness that will 
make your daily life simpler.
Address: Room 1502, Unit 2, 
Building #1, heng rui jia yuan, 
south of zhu que street
朱雀大街南段东侧恒瑞佳园一
号楼二单元1502
Phone: 029-6865 8558
www.faithchina.com

F14 Jia Xiang Kindergarten 
International Department
嘉祥第三幼儿园国际部  
A bilingual preschool for do-
mestic and foreign 4-year-olds.
Phone: 18709282220 (English)
            18792440180 (中文)
Email: jxkips@zoho.com
Address: Chang’an Nan Lu, 98 
Hao Zhang Yan Ju, Xiao Qu 
Dong Men
长安南路98号长延居小区东门

Xi’an International School
西安国际学校
#5 Zi Wu Da Dao, Yan Ta Qu
雁塔区子午大道5号
Phone: 029-8533 5014
www.xianinternationalschool.
com
For more information contact: re-
ception@xianinternationalschool.
com or call 029-8533-5014

Xi’an Hanova International 
School
西安汉诺威国际学校
Office phone: 029-88693780
Email:may.liu@his-xian.com
Website:www.his-xian.com
facebook:www.facebook.com/
Hanovalntl
Address:Hanova International 
Department of Bodi School 188 
Yudou Road,Xian

Xi’an Hi-Tech  
International School
西安高新国际学
XHIS International School is 
managed by Season Gate.
Zi Wei Tian Yuan Du Shi
紫薇田园都市
Email: admissions@xhisid.com
www.xhisid.com
Office Phone: 029-8569 1659

B11  Xi’an international 
medical center
俪人医院
Open 24 hours a day 7 days a 

week with English speaking doc-
tors and staff.
Appointments: 13701884285
        18691808758   
Email: twp01@163.com             
#30 Ke Ji Rd (east of the Ke Ji 
Rd and Gao Xin Rd intersection) 
Inside Liren Hospital
高新区科技路30号

Xi’an Gaoxin Hospital
西安高新医院
#16 Tuanjie Nanlu, 
Gaoxin district
高新区团结南路16号
Phone: 029-8833 0116
www.gxyy.net

F7  Shaanxi Traditional 
Chinese Medicine Hospital
陕西中医医院
#2 Xi Hua Men, North Street
Phone: 029-881 2800

C11  TianYou Children’ Hospital
西安天佑医院
#9 Keji Road 科技路9号
Phone: 029-8846 8888

K9  English Speaking 
Dentist
英文牙科
Overseas-experienced dentist. 
Xi’an Jiaotong University, 
Jiaoda Shangcheng Jie
西安交通大学交大商场街
Phone: 18629328883

B11  Gao Xin Jiangxin 
dental clinic
高新江欣口腔
100 meters north of intersection 
of Gaoxin Rd and Keji Rd
高新路科技路十字北100米
路东
Phone: 186-2928-2797

B11  Gao Xin Wenxin 
dental clinic
高新文信口腔
North east corner of Tai Bai Rd 
& Zhang Ba Dong Rd.
太白路丈八东路十字西北角
Phone: 181-8918-9868

J6  Qin Du Dentistry
秦都医院
English speaking dentists.
#7 Kang Fu Road
康复路7号

a10  Liangzi Foot Massage
良子健身
4F,A Building, chuang ye 

square, keji road, Gaoxin
高新区科技路创业广场A座4楼
Phone: 029-8725 0000
Hours: 11:00 – 01:30

a10 Ri Yue Tan
日月潭足道
3F, Meigui building,
#25,KeJi Road
高新区科技路25号玫瑰大楼3
楼(近葡国餐厅)
Phone: 029-8833 8586
Hours: 11:00am – 3:00am

E8 Jing ya xuan
静雅轩足浴保健
#18,Xiang Zi Miao Jie, West 
side of South Gate
碑林区南门里湘子庙街18号
Phone: 029-872 65200 
Hours: 11:00 – 02:00

Santa Fe
Relocation
Services Xi’an
Carol Wang 
T: (86)133-5925-6597
E: xian@santafe.com.cn
www.santaferelo.com

IT Services
Professional hard-
ware and software 
computer network 
maintenance 
and trouble shooting, offering 

one-time, monthly, or annual 
maintenance on all existing net-
work types. 
Phone: 029-8720 1616  
            13991135322

Silk Road Ventures (SRV)
A full service expat services 
company working to make your 
life easier.
From Relocation and House 
Hunting, to Cleaning Services 
and Utility Maintenance  
Find out today how they can 
make your life easier!
Phone: 029-88193164
Email: info@srvchina.com
www.srvchina.com

F8  Leo&Louis 
      Tailor-made
      成衣定制
The best tailor made suits in 
Xi’an.
Tel: 13772111223(English)
       18992874669(Chinese)
Add: No. 41,Nan Yuan Men
南院门41号

Alcoholics Anonymous
Wuxing Lu Catholic Church 
(Community building on right 
hand side)
Every Friday 7pm-8pm
Call 13379508867 for more info

EDUCATION & MEDICAL & SERVICES

Hospitals

Dentists

Massage

Education
M

edical

Expats Services

International
Schools



xianease www.xianease.com    54 May  2014

apRil
Pub Quiz Questions

Yet another packed Pub Quiz 
in April, with yet again Legs 
Akimbo coming out on top 
with 21 correct questions. The 
questions were a bit more dif-
ficult this time around but that 
didn’t stop most of the teams 
getting quite a lot correct. Unfor-
tunately we can have only one 
winner but come on down and it 
might just be you. 

Want the answers? Head over to   
www.xianease.com/trivia
for this month’s answers

Across
1.  Spending roughly US$527 per capita, which country’s people 
spend the most money on pornography?
4.  Released in 1984, what was the first video game to be exported 
from the USSR to the Western market?
5.  What brand of condom is named after an Egyptian Pharaoh?
7.  In 1984, a pyrotechnic accident set Michael Jacksonʼs hair on fire 
while filming a commercial for which company?
11.  During which war did the famous ʻCharge of the Light 
Brigadeʼoccur?
12.  Of the eight Martin Scorsese films that have starred Robert De 
Niro, which was the first?
13.  What book was used by William the Conqueror to inventory his 
new kingdom of England?
14.  In Miltonʼs Paradise Lost, what is the capital city of Hell?
15.  What is the largest country through which the equator passes?
16.  What professional golfer is nicknamed, ʻThe Golden Bearʼ?
18.  On April 16, in 1746, the forces of Bonnie Prince Charlie lost 
what would be the last pitched battle fought on British soil. Name 
the battle.
19.  Who founded Mormonism?
22.  Appearing in 17 of the 23 films, what actor appeared in the 
most James Bond films?
23.  What kind of wood are cricket bats traditionally made of?

Down
1.  What Hollywood action star released his own line of 
cologne called ʻScent of Actionʼ?
2.  In 1983, what band released the song ʼ99 Luftballonsʼ, 
better known in English as ʼ99 Red Balloonsʼ?
3.  What Russian political newspaper, translated as ʻtruthʼ, 
was once well known as the official voice of the Commu-
nist Party of the Soviet Union?
6.  Al Pacinoʼs name, Al, is short for what?
7.  Following a visit in 1749, what European city did 
Voltaire describe as “dark, cramped, hideous, something 
from the time of the most shameful barbarism”?
8.  Who is the only actor to appear in at least one film in 
the James Bond, Lord of the Rings, and Star Wars series?
9.  The song, Banana Boat, more commonly known as 
ʻDay-Oʼ, was originally performed by which singer?
10.  According to Scientology founder, L. Ron Hubbard, 
who was the dictator of the ʻGalactic Confederacyʼ, 
roughly 75 million years ago?
17.  Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus is 
better known as what?
20.  What famous US military facility is located at Groom 
Lake, Nevada?
21.  In what professional sport have beards been banned?



xianeasewww.xianease.com    55May  2014



xianease www.xianease.com    56 May  2014


