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xi’an calendar - July 2015
July 8
Concert

July 18

Tango Events

Movie Night: Braveheart

Mexico Bar (墨西哥餐吧)

独立音乐人 Uncle Hu “When
Memories Collide / 记忆冲突之时” Time: 8:00pm
Time: 9:00pm - 10:30pm
Location: Aperture Club
yin ma chi, ju hua yuan, dong da jie.
东大街菊花园饮马池光圈CLUB
TEL: 135-7212-4398
Tickets: 40-50 RMB

187-2931-3594

July 12

Free Demo Class
How to prepare the TSC ?!
How to prepare the HSK ?!
Exam Focus
Exam Tips
Come and learn Chinese with us!
Time: 2:00pm
Location: #174 Yannan 1st Road, Building 1,
Room 605, Hanlinshijia, Yanta District
Tel: 186-2907-4010 / 153-0292-7680

Location: Ginkgo Cafe (银杏)
Address: Xi’an Architecture University
- South Campus on Jian She East Road (
碑林区建设路东段西安建筑科技大学南院）

Specials: All beer is buy one get one
free for the duration of the movie!

July 21
Concert

Charles Dutoit Yundi and National
Youth Orchestra of the United
States of America 迪图瓦、李云迪
与美国国家青年交响乐团
Time: 7:30pm
Location: Xi’an Concert Hall
曲江新区雁南一路
Tel: 400-611-9169 Tickets: 180-1680 RMB

Ultimate Frisbee

Address: No.21, Tian Pin Xi An Bar Street
Inside of Huan Cheng Xi Yuan Park
(天品西岸酒吧街21号)
The 2nd and 4th Wednesday night of every
month (每月第二和第四个周三晚上)
Beginner lesson from 7:00pm-8:00pm
(7点至8点入门级课程)
Intermediate lesson from 8:00pm-9:00pm
(8点至9点中级课程)

C’est La Vie Restaurant & Bar
(塞拉维)

Address: B-2F Lu Di SOHO Lian Meng, Zhang
Ba Yi Lu (丈八一路绿地soho联盟B座二楼塞拉
维餐厅)
The 1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday night of the
month (每月第一，第三和第五个周六晚上)
Beginner lesson from 8:30pm - 9:30pm and
practice until 10:30pm
(8:30至9:30入门课程，9:30至10:30练习时间)

Sculpting in Time Café
(雕刻时光咖啡)

Address: 41 Shida Lu (雁塔区师大路41号)
Every Thursday Night (每周四晚上)
Lesson from 7:30pm - 8:30pm, with practice
after (7:30至8:30上课时间，8:30后练习时间)

Alley Youth Hostel

(秦城小巷国际青年旅舍)

Match: 3:00pm - 7:00pm (Every Sunday)
Location: Xi’an Jiao Tong University of Finance and Economics (西安交通大学财经学院),
just next to the 纬二街(Wei Er Jie) bus stop.
After the match, we have dinner and
sometimes go out to KTV.
For more information, contact:
张超 (Chao) at 152-4926-0715 or
胡纪峰 (Feng) at 153-5355-2643
If you’re shy about calling, email us at
wuyikai123@qq.com
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Address: 33 Miao Hou Jie Xi Cang Nan Xiang
(莲湖区庙后街西仓南巷33号)
Sunday nights from 7:30pm – 10:30pm
(每周日晚上)
Beginner lesson 7:30pm – 8:30pm, with
practice afte (7:30至8:30上课时间)

Tango Field Trip to Shanghai
July 23rd - 28th. Interested?
Contact Nick for all the details!

www.xianease.com

xi’an calendar - July 2015
July 10

July 13, 25

Friday

Charity Night to help Nepal

Hash House Harriers

Time: 7:30pm
Charity: Lions Club International
Location: Near Wall Bar

Start Times: 5:00pm
MeetingPoint: JianGuoMen (建国门)
Get more information at: www.xianease.com/hhh

200 meters west of South Gate (Nan Men) along the inside of
the wall.
南门里顺城巷西段往朱雀门方向150米泥窝窝酒吧

Caprice will be grilling up Pesto Chicken burgers with side
salad and pasta for 30元 with the normal Near Wall Menu
available as well
NW homebrew society tasting flights
Multiple DJ sets from 9pm
Hourly drawings for the raffle

July 13

For all the info
scan the QR code

July 25

July 19

Sunday

Urban Sketchers

Xi’an 3rd Sunday of every month at 3pm
Do you like art, exploring new places around
the city, and meeting new people? Whether
your a professional artist or haven’t drawn
since you were a child, come join us to give
sketching a try. All you need is some paper
and a pencil/pen.

Time: 3:00pm

Meeting place: Lian Hu park 莲湖公园 east of
beidajie
Contact Naomi for details: naomi.trego@gmail.com

July 22

Wednesday

Queen OR King
of the Table Pool Tourney
Time: Starting at 8:00pm
Location: Yuan Shun Pool Bunker
(Southwest corner of the Shaanxi Stadium
- 碑林区长安北路14号省体育场)

July 10, 17, 24, 31

Friday

Toastmasters
Every Friday in July!
Time: 7:30pm - 9:30pm
Location:
Hengzhi Education 10th Floor of the SAGA
(Saige) Shopping Mall – Chang’an Middle Rd
Get all the information at: www.xatmc.org

July 12, 19, 26

Sunday

Xi’an Sunrise Yoga
Center yourself and start your day with the sunrise at a free
yoga session led by certified Yoga instructors Sarah and
Emily. They will guide you through the mental and physical aspects of Vinyasa Yoga. Everyone from beginners to
experts is invited to our 90-minute Sunrise class.
Time: 7:00am
Date: Every Sunday
Location: City Wall Park
– South Gate across the street
from the Yong Ning Men Subway
Station - Exit D2

www.xianease.com

Cost: FREE

July 26

Sunday

Community Market

Open to anyone and everyone, selling
anything from jewelry and cosmetics
to bikes, furniture and clothing with
anything and everything possible in
between.
Time: 12:00pm to 5:00pm
Location: 3as4 Bar (Indoor and Outdoor stalls available)
Address: 12 De Fu Xiang (Bar Street)
Contact: E-Mail: fleamarket@xianease.com
Phone: 130-8091-9318

August 5

Wednesday

Book Club - Book Swap!
Time: 7:00pm – 9:00pm
Place: Traveling with Hostel
(西安阅城瓦舍旅行酒店)

Address:
21 Shun Cheng Nan Lu (碑林区顺城南路21号)
Meet like-minded people and bring a book to
swap!
20% Discount at the café on the day of the event!
Get all the information at: www.xianease.com/books
July 2015

xianease
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Restaurant Reviews

Isola del Nord

意大利餐厅

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

150RMB

Article By Gary Wood

Room 401, 4F, Jie Zuo Plaza, Southwest Corn of Ke Ji Road and
Feng Hui South Road Intersection, Gaoxin
( 高新区沣惠南路与科技路十字西南角杰座广场4层401室 )
029-8819 3600 029-8819 3522
11:30am-3:00pm
5:30pm-10:00pm

W

hen it comes to eating out, Italian food isn’t exactly the first thing
that comes to my mind. Most people I
know would make Italian cuisine their first
choice. Maybe that makes me a freak?
Freak or not, I decided to be adventurous and step out of my comfort zone to
give the new Isola Del Nord restaurant in
Gaoxin a try. Located on the corner of Keji
Lu and Fenghui Nan Lu, it isn’t exactly difficult to find.
When you arrive, you will be immediately
greeted by one of the many waiting staff
waiting to take you to your table. The tables themselves are well spaced-out,
giving you enough privacy to have a
conversation without being overheard
by the nearby diners. The décor caught
my eye with a traditional timber finish,
eclectic decorations and a touch of highclass with their wines on display (luckily,
the price tags are attached to the bottle
so at least you can see what damage
you’re going to do before you make your
choice).
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After ordering, the dishes arrived within
ten to fifteen minutes. The first appetizer
was a powerful foie gras served with
crusted bread. However, the second appetizer, a generous serving of tomato and
mozzarella salad drizzled in a to-die-for
pesto, was not to be overshadowed. After our starters, we were served chilled
creamed corn soup. Although this dish
may not turn many heads, I was a big fan
and would definitely order it again. For the
main course, we had a pizza with sliced
eggplant, garlic and a light cheese and
tomato base, along with a joint of roast
beef. The pizza’s ingredients had been
balanced harmoniously, which made for
a lighter flavour that wasn’t too heavy
on the stomach. The roasted beef joint
was served medium-rare, crispy on the
outside yet still a little red on the inside.
This didn’t particularly bother me and it
tasted fantastic, but for those who are a
little squeamish, do specify if you like your
meat well-done.
Overall, I would definitely recommend this
www.xianease.com

Reviews
place for those wanting an upscale dining experience outside
the centre of the city, or just a change of scenery. Located in the
quieter parts of Gaoxin, it definitely seems a little more laid back
than your usual eateries.

Reviews

Pros: No expenses are spared with the ingredients and
it shows in the quality and flavour of their food, hence the
slightly higher than average prices
Cons: The beer choice is really small and even though
they have Maredsous Blond 6% on draft, there are only 2
beers to choose from (Inclusive of the draft choice)

Isola del Nord意大利餐厅介绍
Isola del Nord意大利餐厅开业7年，是西安最正宗的意
大利餐厅。餐厅服务员和厨师本着【行家】的精神，为客人
提供优质的服务和美味的佳肴。
Isola del Nord意大利餐厅善用橄榄油烹调食物，坚持保
留意大利菜的最原始口味，让您在古都西安也能体验到传统
的意大利料理。餐厅环境优雅舒适，在享受美食的同时，还
能品尝到来自世界各地的美味葡萄酒。
2015年5月6日，Isola del Nord意大利餐厅高新店开
业，保留钟楼店经典的同时加入了全新的菜品，让挑剔的食
客在时尚舒适的环境中， 享受每一道精心制作的料理。【行
家】们一如既往的忠于地道的口味，执着于高端的品质，为
您提供最好的服务。
www.xianease.com
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Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

Hou De Tang Chinese Restaurant
厚德堂

298RMB

Article By Naomi & Javier

3F, Block A, Xiang Shu Jie Qu, Southwest of Ke Ji 6 Road
and Hui Feng South Road Intersection
( 科技六路与沣惠南路十字西南角橡树街区A座3层 )
029-8886 5333 029-8886 2555
11:00am-3:00pm
5:00pm-9:00pm

T

here’s no sign outside; wait outside
the big, ancient metal doors and call
this number. A woman will meet you at the
door and lead you inside. It sounds like a
great set-up—that we might mysteriously
disappear into oblivion instead of eating
at the fanciest private restaurant in Xi’an.
Luckily, we experienced the latter.
After waiting for a moment, we were ushered inside the fortress-like entrance by
the aforementioned woman on the phone.
Before being allowed to relax in our private dining room, we were given a tour
of the place. It’s a combination of a restaurant, mini-palace, museum, art gallery
and teahouse. Everything is made to impress. The chopsticks are worth a small
fortune, the goldfish pond is surrounded
by a mysterious fog and the 2x4 meter
calligraphy table is made from one solid
piece of Brazilian wood. On top of all of
this, they have a talking parrot!
Customers are treated like royalty and
enjoy private rooms, each catered to
specific activities. One room is for calligraphy and relaxing, another for sipping
tea and others for dining and resting.

10
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Every inch of the premises are decorated floor to ceiling with antique Chinese
treasures: paintings, pottery and handcarved woodwork. I’m sure much of the
art is by famous Chinese artists, but as
dumb laowai, all we could do was nod
along to the tour, occasionally asking “Is
that artist famous?” as we looked at the
Chinese equivalent of Monets, Picassos
and da Vincis. Our dining room was fitted
with a private bathroom, tables and chairs
carved out of solid wood and a raised,
cushioned area for post-dinner reclining
and playing Chinese board games.
The food is ordered in set meals served in
small portions so you get to eat a wide variety of foods. Each person gets eight to
ten different dishes including appetizers,
soup, salad, fish, dumplings and dessert.
Our food had very subtle flavors, so for
those who haven’t adapted to Chinese
cuisine (or don’t particularly enjoy it), it’s
very mild and most palates could handle
it—no insane spiciness or Sichuan peppercorns to be found here. The highlights
of the meal were a mutton soup and a
type of silver fish. The mutton soup was a
very simple meat, broth and green onion
www.xianease.com

Reviews
soup, but the flavor was very full. The silver fish was a steak of
fish which appeared to be cooked in butter and garlic, and it
was unlike any fish we’d tried before. The flavor was incredible,
more like shrimp or lobster in its richness.

Reviews

If you want to impress a potential business partner, this is a really upscale place with private rooms for discussion. If you want
to eat somewhere that looks like the China from the movies, or if
you have a friend visiting from out of the country and you want to
give them a stereotypical upscale Chinese dining experience,
go to this restaurant. It’s a really cool and interesting place.

Pros: A very unique environment and private rooms to
enjoy an upscale meal
Cons: A bit far from the city center and kind of hard to
find. Also, the waitresses don’t speak any English

Javier Munguia and Naomi Trego are partners in non-criminal activity traveling the world teaching English. You can
reach them at teacher.trego@gmail.com
www.xianease.com
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Le Rôtir

乐烤

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

100RMB

Article By Becca & Wayner Edens

1F, Mo Er Center, No.34, Hui Feng South Road, Gaoxin.
( 高新区沣惠南路34号摩尔中心一层 )
029-8874 7673

11:00am-1:00am

I

f you’ve been in Xi’an for a while, then,
like us, you’ve probably eaten enough
barbecue to be considered a connoisseur; you know the ins and outs of every
street-side kaorou stand and the subtle differences between each serving of
meat-on-a-stick. So, when someone told
us there was a “posh” barbecue joint in
Gaoxin, we were intrigued. We hopped
on the bike and headed straight for a dinner at Le Rôtir.
When we arrived, we were struck by Le
Rôtir’s tasteful decor and cool vibe, which
reminded us of another posh place in
town. It was no surprise, then, that after
a little investigating we discovered the
owner is the father of the owner of Le Ban!
We were met and shown to our table by
the friendly and cheerful Tony C, a waiter
who spoke such great English that we
didn’t need to embarrass ourselves with
broken Chinese. He let us look through
the menu first and order drinks. Though
we initially chose a mango iced tea and
a banana smoothie, Tony began to show
off their selection of Near Wall Bar-brewed
beer. Who can say no to their Guinnesslike Milk Stout or their IPA?
In an effort to give you a good idea of

12
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the variety of food available at Le Rôtir,
we had Tony suggest a number of different dishes. The best of his suggestions
was the French Lamb Chop, a lamb rib
so tender it literally fell off the bone and
melted in our mouths. Other suggestions
were just as incredible: the Japanesestyle lamb skewer was tender and tasty;
the Polish and German sausages, served
with homemade sauerkraut and bacon,
were delicious and hearty; and the Japanese-style chicken and chicken wings in
a dry peanut butter sauce were a great
treat. Other offerings, such as their more
typical meat skewers, were nice, but not
exactly mind-blowing. Overall, we really
enjoyed their barbecued meat, which had
a unique smoky flavour that, according to
the boss, comes from a special coal used
in their grills. To close out this meaty banquet, we ordered a chocolate cake and
a blueberry cheesecake, and both were
rich and indulgent desserts.
It should be pointed out that for those of
you more used to the typical Xi’an barbecue, Le Rôtir is, comparatively, rather
expensive. Its target market is, without a
doubt, higher-class Chinese with some
money to burn, but for expats who want
to try a little bit of the luxurious life, it won’t
www.xianease.com

Reviews
be bank-breaking.

Reviews

All in all, it was a great experience, and I would recommend that
you try it out at least once. It’s clean and family-friendly, and the
kitchen is open so you can see the chefs proudly showing off
their skills. It’s nice to see that running a restaurant with quality
food and service runs in this Xianease family.

Pros: Delicious, unique smoked taste to the meat;
great beer; friendly and attentive staff; quiet outdoor
space to sit and relax; two large outdoor areas that can be
rented for parties
Cons: Fairly expensive

乐烤餐厅介绍
乐烤是西安捷星餐饮管理有限公司继乐班之后第二个以
西式烧烤、欧式精酿啤酒、法国红酒、西式简餐、咖啡、鲜
榨果汁为主的大复合式时尚餐饮品牌。乐烤倡导悠闲放松的
慢生活，定位服务于高新区及周边地区追求高品质生活的消
费人群

Becca has been an English Teacher here in Xi’an for a
year and a half. A self confessed foodie, she is always on
the look out for great new places to sit, relax and eat! For
any questions, email Becca at rkctaurus73@gmail.com
www.xianease.com
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Papa Park

啪啪派西餐吧

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

80RMB

Article By Adrian Yeo & Monica Lu

C1-6, 1F, trendy Century Ginwa Shopping Center, No.69,
Ci En Road, Yanta District.
( 雁塔区慈恩路69号世纪金花曲江购物中心1楼C1-6号铺 )
029-8913 9178 029-8913 9179
11:00am-11:00pm

O

ver the past few years in Xi’an, there has been a plethora of Western-style restaurants, with many new entrants
bursting onto the scene and bringing Xi’an’s Western culinary
experience to even greater heights. Both my wife and I are foodaficionado wannabes, and when we are dining out together, we
try our very best to satisfy our taste-buds and creature comforts
through a great dining experience.
We chose to dine at Papa Park’s Big Wild Goose Pagoda (Dayanta) location at the trendy Century Ginwa Shopping Center.
Papa Park is a well established Western food chain with seven
restaurants conveniently located throughout Xi’an, and while we
have previously dined at Papa Park’s other locations, this was

our first time visiting their inaugural restaurant.
When we arrived, we were greeted at the entrance by Lulu, the
head waitress, who pleasantly surprised us with her fluent English. We were given the option of being seated outside, but as
it was a hot and sunny afternoon, we chose to be seated in the
cool air-conditioned environment inside. Lulu brought us to our
table and provided us with exceptional service throughout our
meal.
The restaurant’s decor was tastefully furnished and modern. We
especially liked the cozy ambiance and the comfortable sofas.
We also greatly appreciated that the restaurant took great pride
in using fine cutlery and also provided lovely designed and
colorful napkins.
Their menu, which is written in both English and Chinese, made
our ordering a breeze. We had heard from friends who had
dined here that this Papa Park had a more extensive menu than
the others. We came in with great expectations and, thankfully,
we were not disappointed.
Our first dish, which was the highlight of our meal, was the Arrabbiata Pizza, which arrived within 10 minutes and was wonderful. Its thin crust was crispy, the portion was generous and it
tasted amazing; it’s perhaps the best pizza we have ever tasted
in Xi’an.
For our main course, we ordered their cod filet and salmon,
which were served with side dishes of potato wedges and fine

14

xianease

July 2015

www.xianease.com

Reviews
garden vegetables. The portion size was generous, and our fish
was pan fried to perfection. It was truly sumptuous!

Reviews

My wife always has a craving for something sweet, so for dessert we ordered one each of their cheesecakes and walnut
cakes, and they were simply amazing.
In a nutshell, eating at Papa Park was not just a meal; it was a
truly wonderful dining experience and we are eagerly looking
forward to our next experience.

Pros: Authentic Western food and a great dining experience at affordable prices
Cons: Can be busy during peak hours and on weekends, so be prepared to come earlier
Recommendation: Their crispy, thin-crusted oven
baked pizzas are mouthwatering and come with very
generous toppings

啪啪派西餐吧介绍
Papa Park啪啪派西餐吧是由西安书院青年旅舍有限责任
公司精心打造的健康时尚欧陆美食餐厅。致力于出品健康的
意式比萨、牛排、意面、色拉、三文治，并使用欧洲传统工
艺制作各式蛋糕、奶昔、手工咖啡以及特色鸡尾酒等。12年
来为国内外旅行者提供西餐、酒吧服务，得到了各国友人的
肯定和褒奖。 均给您不一样的惊喜！
www.xianease.com
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By Jack Marshall and Tracy Nel

K Bar

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

K酒吧

25RMB

Article By Jack Marshall & Tracy Nel

50m west of Shun Cheng Xiang, Xiao Nan Men.
( 小南门顺城巷西50米路东 )
135-7296-1701

7:00pm-2:00am

O

ver the last few months, I have been
searching for a bar that my friends
and I could call our “spot”. It seems the
hunt is over, as a few nights ago I ventured west down past Zhuque gate and
found this awesome little place called K
Liquor Store.
K Liquor Store is situated just inside Xiao
Nan Men near Mototo. This store is unique
to all the other liquor stores in that it feels
like a pub. As you arrive, you’ll notice all
the tables and chairs spread out along
the sidewalk, which makes for a pleasant night under the “stars”. The interior
of K Liquor is as impressive as anywhere
else I’ve been. The custom crafted K Bar
chairs and tables make it feel upmarket
and comfy. Scattered throughout the bar
are quirky adornments such as Stormtrooper helmets, a tricked-out chopper
and the huge Baymax greeting you at
the door. The décor goes a long way to
making this liquor store feel more like a
backyard bar.

prices make up for that. All the beers we
are used to paying at least 50 RMB for
are less than 30 RMB, like my favorites,
Guinness and Erdinger, resulting in what
would be a two-for-one deal at other establishments.
Due to the unique location of K Liquor, if
you are seated outside on any given night
you will be transported into a scene from
The Fast and the Furious. All the young
rich guys with their expensive cars come
cruising down the lane. It’s a feast for the
eyes while K Liquor is a feast for the beer
drinkers.
K Liquor is, in a word, simplicity. Come
get a drink at low prices, take a comfortable seat with friends and enjoy the night.

Pros: The low prices, the location,
and the parade of amazing cars down
the lane

Cons: Not much variety and they
are only open from 8pm, not good
The drink menu is limited; however, the news for the day drinkers among us
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Jack Marshall is from Durban in South Africa. He’s been
teaching in Xi’an for the past year and a half. He loves
finding new places, so if you would like to recommend a
location for him to explore, let him know at
nightlife@xianease.com
www.xianease.com
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inal Ride
AF
Final

in Xi’an
Article by Kelley Samuelson

A

fter living in Xi’an for three and half
years, it’s time to transition back to my
home country, the United States of America.
A friend recently asked, “What will you miss
most about living in Xi’an?” Without hesitation I replied, “Driving my scooter and eating at the Delhi Darbar Indian Restaurant at
Da Yanta.” These two things have provided
many memories that I will cherish for a lifetime.
In the weeks that followed, a few of us began planning a scooter ride around Xi’an. We
wanted to see some places we hadn’t seen,
enjoy the outdoors riding our scooters with
friends and, of course, eat some great food.

amazingly clear and the temperature was
comfortable. We were heading further north
and were starting to hit some intersections
with heavy traffic. With only six riders on five
scooters, we had no problem navigating our
way through all the cars, buses and trucks.

School mid-morning with fully charged scooter batteries, maps, a camera (with a selfie
pole of course!), a first aid kit and matching
T-shirts. Before we left, we said a prayer for
safety and also a blessing over our ride and
the beautiful city of Xi’an, including all of its We took a left on Daqing Lu and headed west
for about 800 meters, just before the road
beautifully diverse people.
forks with Zaoyuan Dong Lu. The statues
From the school we headed west on Zhangba
Dong Lu and navigated our way through the
recently completed Taibai Nan Lu ‘spaghetti
junction’ to the next intersection (Tangyan Lu)
where we turned toward the north. After taking Tangyan Lu through several intersections,
we arrived at our first planned stop: the Remains of the City Wall of the Tang Dynasty.
There were several beautiful pillars and stone
walls with carvings portraying what the area
looked like during the Tang Dynasty. After
looking around and taking a few pictures, we
said a prayer of thanks for Xi’an and its rich
heritage and headed off to our next stop…
the Statues of the Silk Road.

Our small group of friends has a few things in
common. The first is that we all have a connection through Xi’an International School
either as teachers, students or parents of students. The second is our common religious
beliefs and values. The third is our love for
adventure…and have I mentioned we all like
Indian food?
We were blessed with one of those (someWe started our Journey at Xi’an International what rare) beautiful Xi’an days. The sky was

18

xianease

July 2015

www.xianease.com

FEATURED

Featured

were on our left. This place was cool! Instinctively our inner children
took over and we all began climbing the carved rock formation. We
really loved that this was not roped off, leaving us free to climb.
After we were done climbing and playing, we doubled back on
Daqing Lu, going east, until we reached the city wall. We went
north at the city wall (Huancheng Xi Lu) and then turned east again
(Huancheng Bei Lu) continuing along the north side of the city wall
until we reached the North Gate. We stopped at the North Gate to
take pictures of the beautiful scenery. It offers a great perspective of
the massive size of the city wall. Then we went through the gate and
took the first right on Shuncheng Bei Lu heading west again, only
this time we were on the inside of the city wall. We followed along
the interior road until we reached the West Gate. In the northwest
corner of the interior is the beautiful ornate Guangren Temple. We
didn’t go inside, but we took pictures of the vibrant colors. It was
also interesting to occasionally see houses and stores built right into
the wall in some places!
At the West Gate we navigated around the large circle in order to
head east on Xida Jie. Xida Jie is the large road that, if you continue
east, will take you to the Drum Tower and Bell Tower at the center

www.xianease.com
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of the city. But our next destination was the old Tianshuijing Catholic We had completed the entire trek without incident, but while we
Church (otherwise known as St. Francis Cathedral) on Wuxing Street. made our way to our final destination (the Delhi Darbar Indian Restaurant on Yanta Xi Lu), as fate would have it, one of our scooters
After about 300 meters on Xida Lu, we turned right (south) onto ran out of electricity. Luckily one of our other riders had an extra leg
Beixiajiashezi. Somewhere in this area we saw a directional street (and some battery life remaining!) to give him a push up the final
sign for Chinatown. Really?! Even Xi’an has a Chinatown? To our hill. When in Rome! We turned right (West) onto Yanta Xi Lu and
disappointment we never came across Chinatown, but after about the Dehli Darbar is the second shop on the right (next to the Trek
400 meters we took a left onto Dongbangzishi Street (which becomes Store). Seeing as we are regulars of Delhi Darbar, they let us plug in
Wuxing Street) and the church appeared on the left side (300 meters our scooters while we went across the street to find some ice cream.
down Dongbangzhi street).
Finally, back to my favorite restaurant, the Dehli Darbar, where every
The cathedral’s exterior and interior were absolutely beautiful! We special occasion in my life has been celebrated for the last three
were told the cathedral was built in the early 1700’s. Even though and half years! Not only is the food incredible, but the service is
a wedding was about to begin, we were allowed to go inside and outstanding. I have a severe allergy to gluten and the owner himself
take a few pictures. About this time our hunger was getting the best has always seen to it that my food is safe for me. For you to fully
of us, so off to Defu Alley we went!
understand my passion for this restaurant, you must know that I
Out of the church parking area we continued east on Wuxing Street actually had a T-shirt made for myself declaring my love for the
(about 500-600 meters) until we came to the entrance of Defu Alley. Delhi Darbar. People loved the shirts, so I had shirts made for my
Supposedly, Defu Alley is a hopping place in the evenings. Judg- friends and family.
ing from the numerous bars on this quaint little street, I believe it! Before our meal, and our final stop of the day, we paused again to
Although bars are not my cup of tea, we love the day scene on this say thank you for a safe and incredible adventure that day and to
street and think it’s a neat spot for lunch. We chose to eat at DeFu bless the Delhi Darbar restaurant, and the entire staff for all of the
Cafe. They had indoor and outdoor seating, great food and to our great memories and food that I will surely dream about when I’m
amazement a place for all of us to plug in our scooters while we back in the USA.
ate. After giving thanks for our safe ride so far and the food that
we were about to eat, we ate pizza, German sausages, onion rings, For those of you that have purchased scooters to make your transporFrench fries and soda! Yum! Thanks DeFu Cafe for your hospitality! tation easier around Xi’an, we encourage you to grab some friends
and explore! Our ride around Xi’an was is a memory I will cherish
After lunch, we made our way over to the Bell Tower and took a few for years to come!
laps around the huge driving circle before heading further north on
Beida Lu. We were headed to see the Daming Palace, a reconstruction
of the original Tang Dynasty Palace.
We turned right (east) off of Beida Lu onto Ziqiang Dong Lu. The
intersection for Ziqiang is about 300 meters to the north of the North
Wall Gate. After driving east on Ziqiang for 1.5Km we came to the
massive Daming Palace Square (on the left hand side of the road).
There were lots of people and lots activity taking place: cultural
music stages, people flying kites, etc... We drove our scooters around
the square area and could see the Daming Palace in the distance.
There was so much space; we were able to safely ride our scooters
in different formations.
After all the coolness in the square, we headed to the Da Yanta
area. To get to Da Yanta we took Huancheng Dong Lu south along
the outside of the East wall and continued to the 2nd Ring Road. At
the 2nd Ring Road we turned right (west) and drove to Yanta Nan
Lu, then turned left (south) and went down Yanta Nan Lu until it
“T”‘d at Xiaozhai. A right onto Xiaozh ai and an (almost) immediate
left onto Huanta West Road and you’ll find yourself next to the Big
Goose Pagoda.
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General information:
Riders: Gabe Carrillo April Carrillo Dan Chang
Isaac Brandt Samuelson Doug Samuelson
Kelley Samuelson
Article written by: Kelley Samuelson
Doug Samuelson contributed to the article.
Special thanks to Dan Chang for mapping out and planning
our adventure.
Also pictured in the Delhi Darbar picture is Vikki Boyd who
joined us for dinner.

Kelley and Doug Samuelson are from the US and are
regional directors of an International Drug and Alcohol
and Rehabilitation company. They have spent the last
three and a half years studying Chinese in Xi’an. They
can be reached at
dougandkelsamuelson@yahoo.com
www.xianease.com
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Xi’an Top
Swimming Pools
Article by XIANEASE

Top 5

W

ith the arrival of July, Dashu (Great Heat)
starts soon and will continue right through
almost ALL of August which is a LONG time. In
an attempt to make those sticking around the
city for the summer feel a bit better, we have
put together a list of the five best swimming
pools around the city to cool you down through
Dashu. This is not a list of ALL the pools in Xi’an,
only the ones that seem the cleanest with the
best prices. So grab your swim suit, venture
fourth and stay cool, everyone. (Ha! See what
we did there?).

交大游泳馆 Jiaoda Swimming Pool
Hours: 1:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Cost: RMB 40.00
Location: Southeast gate of Jiao Tong University, Xing
Qing road （碑林区兴庆路南段（近交大东南门））
It’s an okay size; it’s clean and also relatively free
of people. This indoor
pool is more geared
towards lap swimming
than lounging. They
usually want folks to
wear swim caps, but
with a little talking that
can usually be forgotten. It’s a no-frills option
that will get you wet
and cooled down, but
not much else.

1

师大游泳馆 Shida Swimming Pool
Hours: 1:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Cost: RMB 15.00
Location: South East corner of Shaanxi Normal University （雁塔区长安南路陕师大院内）
It’s a thermal outdoor pool (read: heated by the
sunlight) that is half lap-swimming and half messing
around-though diving is strictly forbidden (they will
yell at you). You don’t
have to wear swim caps
or tight suits here. The
locker rooms aren’t the
greatest, but a shady
outdoor pool with
deck chairs--not bad
for RMB 15.00 (10 if you
have a student card <or a card that looks like
a student card).

2
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曲江游泳馆

Qu Jiang Swimming Pool
Hours: 1:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Cost: RMB 50.00
Location: Qu jiang hotel, 1 Yanta Nan Lu, Qujiang
（雁塔区雁塔南路南段1号曲江宾馆内）

陕西游泳中心 Shaanxi Swimming Center

（雁塔区丈八东路西段）

Probably the largest on the list, this world-class complex has 50 meter lanes, swimming classes, and open
swim areas that
truly make this a
“Swimming Center”
and not just a pool.
Here you will need
to wear a swim cap,
but it seems that
the tight swimming trunks are
optional depending
on who’s working
that day.

4

Know more Xi’an top fives?
send an email to top5@xianease.com
or go to www.xianease.com and leave a comment.

3

鸿业大酒店游泳馆

Hong ye Hotel Swimming Pool
Hours: 1:00 pm - 9:30 pm
Cost: RMB 30.00
Location: 137 Huang Guang Bei Road
（碑林区含光北路137号）

There are lots of hotels with pools, but this one is
one of the best in
the city, with a glass
ceiling and huge pool
area. Add that to the
fact that it’s only 30
yuan and BAM! You
have a great deal. The
pool is mostly openswim, but there are a
few bobbing lappers
out there so watch
out!

5
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Hours: 1:00 pm - 9:30 pm
Cost: RMB 40.00
Location: West Zhang Ba Road

Located just south of the Big Goose Pagoda, the
hotel grounds are set
up as a resort of sorts
and isn’t a bad place to
just walk around. Their
indoor pool and lounge
area both sport lots
of green plants and
helpful staff. It’s not the
cheapest place for a
dip, but it might just be
the classiest. And if it’s
one thing Xianease is all about, it is class (we wear
monocles to work).

TRAVEL

Movie Night
at a 300-year-old
Cave!
Travel

Article by Tomas J Haydon
Photography by Charles Brault

I

f someone back home had ever suggested, “Let’s go to a 300-year-old
cave to see a movie!” the idea would
have seemed ridiculous, but in Xi’an,
this is possible!
From Ban Po metro station on the East
side of Xi’an, five of us headed to our
final destination, Mrs. Wang’s Yaodong
(farmers’ cave) in the town of Hanyu.
It seemed that the further we got from
the city, the bluer the sky got. Everywhere you looked, you could see fields
or mountains and crops of seasonal
fruits, like peaches and cherries. Not
for one moment did I look back at the
city dressed in a toxic gray cloud as we
left its urban tallness behind.

24

After around twenty-five minutes, we
arrived at the small town of Hanyu.
We took a right at a corner in a narrow
street, drove up a hill and went alongside a yellow sea of wheat bobbing in
the wind. Then a right turn led us to a
line of houses where people where just
sitting outside, happily watching cars
pass by. Finally, we took one last left
and arrived at our destination.
From the outside, it’s just an ordinary
country house with a little garden of
flowers and a vegetable patch out
front, accompanied by a ten-foot-high
pile of bricks. The brick pile wasn’t
unique to this house; the piles were
seemingly everywhere, in shops, in
cars, mills, trees, bikes, wherever you

could fit one! This is definitely a brickproduction town, and it makes sense
because Shaanxi provides the right soil
for it. For four thousand years this area
has sustained the right mixture of clay
and loess for people to create the first
yaodong.
Mrs. Wang is an eighth generation
farmer and the last one of her family
to still live in a Yaodong. Wang’s children and grandchildren have moved
out but always come to visit and keep
her company. She has been living in
this cave her entire life, and her family has passed this land down through
the generations. Before going into the
estate, there was a long tunnel full of
old logs, antique farming tools and an
cool, earthy aroma that, as the sun was
setting, carried us back to a simpler
time, a quieter time.
We reached a wide open courtyard.
The floor was paved in old bricks, and
if you didn’t look up to see the sky, you
wouldn’t notice that you were already
30 feet under the surface. To the right,
there was a tall dirt-brown wall that
had old wooden doors reminiscent of
smaller, long forgotten storage caves.
To the left, there was a set of small
stables built of stone and, of course,
bricks for the chickens and other
animals that Mrs. Wang family used
to keep. At the end of the courtyard,
in the right corner, was Mrs. Wang’s
puppy, which had been lovingly chris-
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in the summer and warm in the winter. The walls are five
meters thick and it feels like someone just turned off the air
conditioner, leaving that cool-but-not-cold perfect temperature for a good night’s rest. The bed is tall and the mattress
soft and thick; it was like sleeping in a marshmallow taco!
I slept like a baby brick!
If you’re into this kind of “real” China stuff that most cityfolk
never experience, I should mention that there is a company
in town called Insiders who use vehicles like an old-school
Beijing Jeep to take the adventurous out of the city and into
the vibrant countryside. I’ll be taking a trip to the mountains
with them soon, and you should consider it as well! For
more information, contact Julia at 18516130449, or send
her an email at Julia@insidersexperience.com
tened “Fred”.

Tomas Is a Terrestrial Astronaut living in Xi’an as an English teacher. You can contact him at thomasjhaydon@gmail.com
Charles is a student at Jiaotong University and a photo freak.
You can contact him at ch.brault@gmail.com

Travel

The place had two open courtyards separated in the middle by the kitchen. Made of mud and hay, the kitchen is
big enough to fit an electric scooter and equipped with a
traditional oven to cook amazing meals. When we got to the
farmstead, Mrs. Wang was happily cooking us traditional
Shaanxi food for dinner. She is a kind woman with a jubilant
smile that gives you the feeling that you are some kind of
honored guest in her home. She makes her own yeast and
bread in her kitchen. Everything is but a foot away from
the land where it grew.
The night had covered us, and we were sitting in wooden
chairs having dinner around an ancient stone table made
from a century-old wheat grinder. Next, with our bellies
full and our hearts content, we set up the movie projector,
converting our dwelling into our private DIY movie theater.
We had an awesome variety of movies to choose from:
classics, Westerns and even a few Chinese films to enjoy if we wanted a more authentic experience. I had also
brought along my hard drive which I was able to connect
to the PC. When you looked up, you could see trees all
around this 300-year-old hole in the ground, where we were
privileged to just chill and watch a movie, complete with
a fridge packed full of beers just a few steps away. Good
company and a great movie—what an incredible way to
spend a Sunday night!
When it came time to hit the cave, we said our goodnights
and each of us settled in our respective yaodong for the
night. The property has three yaodong. Each sleeps two
people comfortably, and it would be hard to find a more
eco-friendly habitat than this one. These caves are cool
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Community Market
Xi’an Community Flea Market
Open to anyone and everyone, selling anything from
jewelry and cosmetics to bikes, furniture and clothing
with anything and everything possible in between.
Location: 3as4 Bar
(Indoor and Outdoor stalls available)
Address: 12 De Fu Xiang (Bar Street)
Date: Sunday July 26th
Time: 12pm to 5pm
E-Mail: fleamarket@xianease.com
Contact Number: 130-8091-9318

Spring Rolls

New

Fully furnished Qujiang apartment
close to Ocean World, Western decorated by foreign landlord. 150m2,
2 bedrooms, 1 study, 2 bathrooms
with Western toilets. Central floor
heating and individual floor heating unit connected for
pre-winter season. Monthly rent RMB 6,500.
- For enquiries contact Jinfeng Liu 138-9195-2007
/ jinfengliu77@gmail.com

Roommate Wanted

I use his services to go back/forth from the airport and
to go to the terracotta warrior site, Huashan and so
forth when I have guests. He is very nice, reliable and a
good driver. Prices are very affordable.
Excursion to the TerraCotta: 350 RMB
One-day excursion to Hua Shan: 750 RMB
He also does other routes.
His partner has a van in case you need to fit more than 4
people (slightly higher rates apply).
To make reservations:
Ding Yi 180-0922-0086, xadingyi@163.com

Froman’s Sausages

New

Sally, a culinary student with a specialty in making spring
rolls, is now selling them in the city. If you would like to
order, you can text her at 152-8936-5671 or email me at
salomeghine94@gmail.com. 50pcs for 150 RMB or 100
pcs for 250 RMB and I can deliver at the Bell Tower area.
Sorry, I only speak English.

FOR RENT

Private driver with a nice
Volkswagen Passat and good English

New

Looking for a fun, open-minded roommate this fall.
Singles or couples of all genders, races, and religions are
welcome:
-Loft apartment, 2b,1.5ba, fully furnished with a kitchen. 7th floor about 15 minute walk from south gate/永
宁门 subway stop
-1800Y/mo (900Y each) and utilities around 300Y/mo
each (including 24mbps internet)
-Lease from late august until February (hopefully
March), rent in payments of 3 months at a time
-No children or pets
Contact heidinoellewelsch@yahoo.com if you are interested

Need a taxi to the airport?
We have a family friend with a taxi that
can arrange your pick-up to and from the
airport as well as other destinations around
the city.
Please book at least 24 hours in advance and let us know
if you need a receipt.
Airport drop-off / pick-up is RMB 140
To make reservations or for more information, contact
us at taxi@xianease.com

Fresh-made Pork Sausages right in Xi’an! Froman’s Sausages is a group of guys living in Xi’an making bratwurst
–esque sausages in their spare time. Folks seem to like
them so we thought we’d open it up to everyone.
We can make the standard or made
to order if you are looking for something special!
Sausages are RMB 75 for 1kg (about
8 - 10 sausages) made when you
order.
Contact us at froman@xianease.com

Handmade Mexican Tortillas!
Made from scratch with simple,
high-quality ingredients, our tortillas
have been enjoyed around Xi’an for
over a year, but with a new recipe,
they are tastier than ever! 10 tortillas for RMB 20.00. Pick up in Ming
De Men; delivery can be negotiated for large orders.
Call Jane (English) 150-2993-3694
or Xiao Mu (Chinese) 151-9168-8611

AUSTRALIA / NZ LAWYER
Do you need a passport application or other documents
witnessed or certified as a true copy?
Bart Janowski lives in Xi’an and is an Australian and New
Zealand lawyer, holding a current practicing certificate
(P0024385, State of Victoria).
You can contact him on bartx@sent.com to make an appointment and he can witness your forms or certify your
documents as a FREE service. Please note, he is not a
notary public and does not provide notarial services.

KRISTEN’s Homemade Bakery
I’m not a professional, but I love to
bake! Currently I can make scones,
banana bread, fruit crostata, all
kinds of cookies and fudge. I can
add an assortment of fruit, toppings
and ingredients to make each order tailored to your
tastes.
To order or inquire, send an email to me at
kristensbakery@xianease.com

Buy - Sell - Trade? Post it here for free! community@xianease.com
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Baishu Lin

Nanma Dao Xiang

环城西路

Nan Xiao Xiang

Laodong Nan lu

Taoyuan Nan Lu

Fengdeng Nan Lu
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Tian Shui Jing
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Jiangxi Jie
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XI’AN PEONY
PARK

Taoyuan Lu

西一路

Dongxin Jie

Dong 2 Lu

Dong 3 Lu

Dong 4 Lu

Taiyuan Lu

J

Hanyuan Lu

Gengxin Jie

WEST GATE
(XI MEN)

Sajin Qiao

Xiguan Zheng Jie

Xushi Miao Jie

Fenghao Dong Lu 丰 镐 东 路

Maixian Jie

Xiyi Lu

Xixin Jie

Jiefang

Xiju Yuan Xiang

Xi Hua Men

XI’AN ON
SHAANXI SOFITEL
RENMIN SQUARE
PEOPLE’S
HOTEL
GOVERNMENT

Dong 8 Lu

I

Kangfu Lu
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Fenghao Xi Lu

Xinghuo Lu 星 火 路
Shangqin Lu

Tuanjie Dong Lu

Xi Bei 3 Lu
Xiyang Shi

Shangde Lu

GE MING
PARK

Xi 7 Lu

Xi 8 Lu

Xiwu Lu 西 五 路
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Hong Kong

-a truly global city

Article by Cathay Pacific and Dragonair

H

Kowloon: Shopping Mecca

If you’re in Hong Kong for the first time, soak in your
surroundings by venturing up The Peak for panoramic
views of the city or get up-close with local street culture
at the vibrant Temple Street Night Market. And when
night falls, travel from the Kowloon peninsula back to
Hong Kong Island on the Star Ferry to take in breathtaking lights over the bay.

The traditional tourist haunts are all here and more.
Walk the Avenue of Stars, featuring the famous Bruce
Lee statue, standing strong over a spectacular view of
the harbour. Learn more about Hong Kong’s history,
too, in the nearby museums, all crowded around the
retail hotspot iSquare.

Travel

ong Kong is the quintessential Asian city – a
compact metropolis that brims with contrasts,
colour and excitement. Whether you’re a first-time Take a trip off-island and escape the expats in the popusightseer or a repeat visitor, there’s always something lous Kowloon, where you’ll find the most interesting
stores and authentic street food.
new to discover.

Nathan Road is the link between touristed Tsim Sha
Been there, done that? Frequent visitors will always find Tsui and electronics hub Sham Shui Po. Thronged with
hip new eateries and shops to explore in the Central tourists, eager tailors and towering shopping centres,
it’s easy to see why it was given the post-war nickname
and Sheung Wan neighbourhoods.
‘The Golden Mile’.
We’ve chosen the must-see highlights of this fantastic
If your energy levels are running low after an entire day
city for you. Read on and be inspired.
of sightseeing and shopping, refuel at the many eateries
along Nathan Road.

Central: Urban Exploration

Hong Kong’s Central district is a hubbub of exciting
activity, where the city folk truly live up to the ‘work
hard, play hard’ mantra.
The sprawling IFC building dominates the area, with
offices, bars and restaurants spilling from its concrete
sides. Stock up on luxury goods inside or head to nearby
Cat Street to pick up an antique bargain.
If you’re after fine dining, head to Soho, where you’ll find
a mixture of cuisines cooked to exceptional standards.
Hungry shoppers looking for a quick bite should visit
Mak’s Noodle on Wellington Street.
Party-goers should visit the infamous Lan Kwai Fong
district, where you can drink ‘til dawn and mingle with
expats and locals alike. For more sedate bars and boutique coffee shops, head along the coast until you find
Sheung Wan and Kennedy Town.

Lantau: Photogenic Landmarks
There are four famous Buddhist landmarks on Lantau
island: Po Lin Monastery, Wisdom Path, Ngong Ping
Piazza and the man himself, who sits proudly atop
Mount Tin Tan, overlooking the people below.
The statue of Buddha Amoghasiddhi is cast entirely in
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bronze, charting 34 metres and 12 years in the making.
The walk to reach him may leave many breathless –
both from the view and the exertion.
The trip to the top is just as fun as the surrounds. The
Ngong Ping 360 cable car wobbles up the mountain
with a pleasing slowness, allowing for plenty of wideangled shots by photography enthusiasts.

TIPS:
Dragonair, codesharing with
Cathay Pacific, flies daily from
Xi’an to Hong Kong
Book your tickets to Hong Kong today at www.
cathaypacific.com and www.dragonair.com, or
visit our websites for more insider travel tips to
70 other destinations.

Travel
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ZEN TIME. PART 1
Article by Carolyn

I

often wonder what it takes to be the
kind of person who arrives early—
the kind of person who never runs out
of time. When I travelled to China in
2011, I packed the morning we left.
This was very inconvenient, even for
me. Two weeks before, I’d put on a
ten day art festival. My work load had
been huge and even sorting our transMongolian railway tickets and arranging
visas had felt a major accomplishment
in the midst of hanging an exhibition,
hosting poetry readings and arranging watercolour workshops. Packing
for China had taken a back seat and
throwing things in bags was certainly
a last minute affair.

“Impressive.”
“Please do the same, Mum. Remember what happened last time!”
The road leading to Li Chen’s school
was lined with parked cars. I dropped
her off six minutes before the play started. “It’s a good job the other mothers
are not like you or there’d be a traffic
jam and people running everywhere.”
“My darling, forgive me,” I said, suddenly changing my mind about seeing
the play. “I realise I don’t have time to
sit down for a couple of hours; I’d better
go home and get ready.”

car and drive to Gatwick Airport. I will
fly to Bordeaux and take a train from
there to a small station called St. Foy Le
Grande where I will be met and taken to
a Zen Buddhist Monastery called Plum
Village. The monastery was founded by
Thich Nhat Hahn, a Vietnamese monk
who Martin Luther King himself revered
when Thich was barely more than a
boy. This enigmatic Zen monk was unknown to me until two friends made reference to him on the same day in two
unrelated conversations. That night, I
looked him up on the Internet and, so
impressed by what I learnt, immediately booked myself onto a weeklong
Zen farming retreat.

“Good plan. I love you, Mum,” she
called over her shoulder as she ran
This evening, my daughter reminded towards the school.
I’ve never been on any kind of retreat
and chided me about it on the way to
before, Zen or otherwise. I have little
her school play. “I want you,” she said, I don’t mean to be disorganised and idea what to expect other than plenty
wagging an accusing finger, “to start I’m not even sure that’s what the prob- of meditation and some work on the
packing two weeks before we leave lem is, although I do admit I have a monastery farm. I shall take the opproblem. I didn’t go home to pack for portunity of being in a contemplative
this time.”
China tonight. We’re coming to China environment to have a good long look
“That seems a bit excessive.”
next month so I don’t have to start yet, at my problem with time.
“Just open a suitcase and add things but I will try to follow my daughter’s Should I have found out more about
every day. The morning we go, all I’ll be suggestion; I owe it to her after the last Plum Village and what exactly I’m going
putting into my bag is my toothbrush!” time.
to be doing over the next week before
Tonight, as usual, I packed for tomor- booking up? Perhaps the fact that I genrow. And as it turns out I’ve been so erally leave things to reveal themselves
busy I haven’t even had time to go to is a clue to the root of my problem.
bed. If there were 40 hours in a day, I My natural inclination is just to allow
could fill them all.
situations to unfold. But is it wiser to
research thoroughly or leave matters
In just two hours, when the sun rises at
a little to chance? To my mind, a life
3:30AM, I shall put a small bag into my
lived within tight perimeters would take
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away half the pleasure. I’m not suggesting one dispenses
with preparation entirely, but is it so foolish to allow space
for spontaneity and the spirit of adventure? Leaving one’s
packing until the very morning of a three-year-trip to China
is taking spontaneity to a ridiculous limit, but you know
what I mean.
It’s unlikely I’ll see Thich Nhan Hahn because he’s now very
old and poorly and it’s said he doesn’t leave his hermitage
these days. Nevertheless, his influence in the monastery will
be very strong and I shall learn a lot about his philosophy
by the time I leave.
So, one full week to immerse myself in meditation, mindful
digging on the monastery farm and contemplating the root
of ‘my problem’. I don’t want to dispense with spontaneity, but it would be very useful not to find myself so often
immersed in one thing that I end up needing wings to be
in time for the next.

Community

It’s 3:20AM now and the cockerel has just started to crow.
I’d better hurry; I’ve only got ten minutes to throw the last
things in my bag and set off. Before I leave I shall open
the gentle monk’s book at random and see what it offers
me. The page falls open on a verse entitled The Pursuit of
Happiness and begins thus:
“Allow yourself to be. When you practice walking meditation
every step helps you arrive deeply in the present moment.
You don’t need anything else to touch real happiness.....”
Now while I try to work out exactly what that means I think
I should just grab my bag, run to my car and get going!

If you have any questions or comments, you can reach Carolyn at carolyn@xianease.com
www.xianease.com
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Article by Brian Bergey

Pl
at
e

Chinese
Smoked
Bacon
T

hank God for pork belly. More importantly, thank God China loves this delicious pig part just as much as the rest
of the world. This piece of meat tastes
delicious no matter how it’s cooked, but
we’ve been craving some good smoked
bacon just like we get back home. This
month, we scoured the city to see what
we could find.
诚信和 (Cheng Xin He) has been in business for four generations and, from what we
could find, they are the best shop selling 棒
棒肉 (Bang Bang Meat), commonly known
as smoked pork. Historically, Bang Bang
Meat got its name because sellers would
carry the meat around in a wood box and
hitting it to make a “bang” sound so people
knew they were coming.
Interesting trivia aside, the smoked meat is
what’s really special. This shop smokes it
in a nearby warehouse over wood and tea
leaves. The result is a delicious smoky flavor
and incredibly tender texture. The best part
is that they don’t stop with pork belly. As
you approach the shop, you’ll notice a large
bowl filled with smoked eggs, tofu and other
pork parts for the more adventurous eaters.
We recommend enjoying a kilo or two in
the shop, and then taking some more home
to slice and enjoy with a fried egg or make
a smoked pork sandwich. Perhaps you’re
like me and just keep it in the fridge and

36

xianease

July 2015

grab a piece every time you walk by. Either way, you won’t be
disappointed!
Do you want to find more amazing local food? Take youself and your
summer visitors on a Lost Plate Food Tour and find many places
like this from the comfort of your own private tuktuk!
www.xianease.com
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What you
need to know
Address:
Address: 报恩寺街路南 Bao En Si Jie Lu Nan
Directions: Enter Han Guang Men gate from
the south and then turn right on BaoensiJie.
The shop is on the right and doesn’t have a
number, but they are right next to #34.

Cost: 50RMB per 500g, 2RMB per Egg/Tofu
www.xianease.com
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Brian is from the US and has lived all over the world finding good food and adventure everywhere he lives. In Xi’an,
he works for an American software company and co-owns
Lost Plate Food Tours, a tour company aimed at introducing
foreigners to the best local food in the city. To find out more
about their tours, check out www.lostplate.com or email
info@lostplate.com.
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An Open Letter to the Student
Whose Self-Esteem I Destroyed
Article by Tim King

I

have to confess something to you:
I’m not good at my job. You, your
classmates and my supervisors all
think that I am, but you need to
trust me on this. I’m not.
When I think of a good ESL teacher,
I think of someone who smiles most
of the time. I think of a person who
knows their craft and their subject matter through and through. I
think of a person with patience to
answer even the most basic questions about our language. I think
of a person interested in helping
others.
I am someone who only laughs
when fat children fall down; who
learned grammar from the “I’m
Feeling Lucky” button on Google;
who taught you how to use context
to build your vocabulary only because I was so goddamned tired of
reminding you what “for instance”
meant every time it came up in
your textbook; who once said “I
haven’t shown up to work drunk in
two years” as if it were an incredible achievement.

I had selfish reasons for coming
to China and weaseling into various teaching jobs and, when I first
arrived, that showed. I was unknowledgeable, awkward and had
no idea how to run a classroom. In
the years since, I’ve gotten better.
That’s not because I learned about
teaching while on the job, but rather because I learned how to cover
my inadequacies and trick people
into thinking I was some sort of
genius.

of you and your classmates, and
to understand who I was before I
was him. I want you to know that I
once cared about learning how to
better share my language and culture with my students, but I had
that well-meaning naivety replaced
with this industry’s cynical notion
that it doesn’t matter if it’s good, as
long as it looks good. Or, as an exasperated former boss so eloquently
put it: “F--- teaching them ‘real English’. Make them learn the words
in the book so their parents don’t
complain and just make sure they

have fun.” Even when I made the
jump to teaching adults, I couldn’t
shake the feeling that what I did
ultimately didn’t matter so long as
I was a shiny happy foreigner doing my dance in front of the paying
customers. Anything you may have
learned from me was incidental.

This is why our “moderated group
discussions” were more akin to a
stand-up doing crowd work and
battling hecklers. Because that was
fun. This is why I would regularly
I tell you this, Calvin, because I
waste entire classes with a topic
want you to try to understand the
as inane as “aliens”. Because that
man I was when I stood in front
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was fun, too. This is why, when you
told me you didn’t believe in aliens
because “there’s no proof that they
exist,” I didn’t ask you a germane
question about the value of faith
in a society or about the probabilities of there being something else
in the vastness of space. Instead, I
shot right from the hip with “Well,
there’s no proof that you’ll ever find
a girlfriend, either,” because, for me,
that was way more fun.
I got my laughs from your classmates who had understood my
joke, but not from you. You stayed
quiet for the rest of the period. I
saw you maybe once or twice in
the week following, but then never
again. Maybe you just had to return
to your internship at that fancy hotel in Beijing, but I blame myself.
I had forgotten the first rule of English teaching in China: It must be
fun, and I took that fun from you.
Incidentally, you did learn “real
English” that evening with fifteen
of your peers, but probably not in
the way you would have liked. You
didn’t deserve that, and I apologize.
You were a good guy and a good
student, and I hope your bottomless, deep voice and your almostJapanese politeness will take you
very far in the hospitality industry
and, someday, into the arms of a
woman deserving of your kindness.

But most of all, I hope you were
paying attention, just that one time,
so that someday you can use the
only “real English” I taught you to
zing someone hard and really ruin
their day.
Sincerely,
Tim
www.xianease.com
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King OR Queen
of the Table

Book Club
- Book Swap

40

xianease

July 2015

www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com

Air Gourmet
@ Westin Xian

Redfort’s
International
Yoga Day
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Xi’an
Community
Market

42

xianease

July 2015

www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com

Buildup to the Ikea grand
opening in August
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Hash Run

Italian Run
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Toastmasters
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Tango Events
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Ayatana
Sunrise Yoga

Scan our QR code
to get in touch!
www.xianease.com
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Wedding Show
at Hilton

HARBOUR Grand Opening
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NIGHTLIFE - ENTERTAINMENT & CAFES

We have lots more listings online. Either use your smart phone and scan the QR code or go to
www.xianease.com/xianguide to check them all out!!!

Western

Bars
G6 The Belgian Bar

Restaurants

Nightlife

杰诺比利时酒吧
Shun Cheng Nan Lu #69
(East Side Inside The South Gate)
南门顺城南路中段69号
(南门里东侧150米处)
Phone: 029-8725 6656
132-0167-2369
A popular and friendly pub with
Xian’s largest Belgian beer
selection including two Belgian
draft beers.
Food served, lunch and dinner.
Hours: 5:00pm – 8:00pm

B8 Ihemaa 爱荷马
#18,Gaoxin 1 Lu,100 meters
west of intersection of Gaoxin
Rd and Guanghua Rd.
高新一路18号七0五所宾馆一
楼（高新路与光华路十字向西
100米路南）
Phone: 400-029-1779
156-1927-4686
Hours: 10:00am – 12:00pm
www.ihemaa.com
C7 MC Whiskey
& Cocktail Bar
MC麦坊酒廊
西安市劳动南路19号（劳动
南路与高新路十字东北角）
#19, Lao Dong South Road.
Phone: 132-0183-6996
Hours: 8:00pm – 02:00am

KTV
K6 Fantasy KTV

真爱范特西KTV
#159,Xingqing nan lu
碑林区兴庆南路159号
Phone: 029-8813 1234

.

Cafes
雕刻时光

J6 #28 Xianning West Road

雁塔区咸宁西路28号交大一
村四舍(交大商场往西500米)
Spacious and comfortable cafe
Phone: 029-8537 5772

xianease

Isola del Nord 意大利餐厅
11F, K.I.Tower, 1 Xihuamen
西安市西华门凯爱大厦11层
Phone: 029-7201501/87201502
Isola del Nord is one of those
places that once you set foot in
you realize that you are in for a
good meal.
Hours:
11:30am-3:00pm (L.O. 2:00pm)
5:30pm-10:00pm (L.O. 9:15pm)

A8 Room 401, 4F, Jie
Zuo Plaza, Southwest
Corner of Ke Ji Road and
Feng Hui South Road
Intersection, Gaoxin
高新区沣惠南路与科技路十字
西南角杰座广场4层401室
Phone: 029-88193600/88193522
Hours:
11:30am-3:00pm (L.O. 2:00pm)
5:30pm-10:00pm (L.O. 9:15pm)
G4 Burger King
汉堡王
地铁二号线北大街站C出口B1层
Phone:029-8738 8321
Hours: 8:00am – 10:00pm

D8 Jane’s Garden

德国自酿啤酒花园
Opposite of Zhong Tie 20 Ju,
Han Yuan Dian, Tai Hua Lu
太华路含元殿中铁二十局斜对面

Phone: 029-862 91884
Hours: 5:00pm – Midnight

Amici Pizza

阿米奇披萨
B6 Lian hu qu xi shao men min
hang xiao qu nei (Near Min
Hang Kindergarten)
莲湖区西稍门民航小区内（民
航幼儿园对面）
Phone: 029-8870 0961
Hours: 10:30am – 9:30pm
West Area of Gan Jia Zhai,Keji
2 Lu,Gaoxin.
高新区科技二路甘家寨西区
Phone: 029-8938 1395

F9 Nha Trang 越芽庄
4F, Kaide Shopping Mail, Second Ring Road
南二环凯德广场4层
Phone: 029-8556 7499
Hours: 10:00am – 10:00pm

G9 Fanier
费尼餐厅
Authentic American Restaurant
Burgers, Pasta, Brunch and
MORE!
7F,Saga International Shopping
Center,Xiao Zhai, Xi’an
西安赛格国际购物中心七层

Phone: 029-8932 9216
Hours: 10:00am – 9:30pm

J11 DÚO Spanish
Authentic Cuisine
DÚO 西班牙主题餐厅
No. 1666 Qujiangchi West
Road, Qu Jiang New District
曲江新区曲江池西路1666号
Phone: 029-68216666-6825
Hours: 11:30am – 2:00pm
5:30pm – 10:00pm

Subway
赛百味

H10 大雁塔店
Great Tang’s All Day Mall,
South Square of Big Wild
Goose Pagoda.
大唐不夜城新乐汇内，中国
银行旁
Phone: 029-8557 3669 (Deliver)
Hours: 8:00am – 10:30pm
H4 Dolce Vita

罗马假日意大利餐厅
319 Dong Xin Street, 710004
西安市东新街319号
Phone:029 8792 8888 Ext. 4018
Hours:
Lunch: 11:30am – 2:30pm
Dinner: 5:30pm – 10:00pm

H12 Well Will
Restaurant and Bar
万万西餐酒吧

简的花园
8th Floor of the Feng Run
International Bld. 50m from the
Northwest Corner of Tai Bai Lu
and the 2nd Ring Rd Intersection, near Vivo City.
太白路立交西北角向北50米
丰润国际公寓8楼
American style Club; Garden
restaurant
Phone: 029-8885 6266
Hours: 11:30am – 11:30pm

Leban 乐班
A12 NO.4 Tang Yan South

Road, High-tech Zone.
唐延南路4号 绿地笔克国际会
展中心 乐班餐厅
Phone: 029-6861 1082
Hours: 8:00am – 11:00pm

G7 G/F Block B,Chang’an Me-

Sculpting in Time
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G4 Isola del Nord
Italian Restaurant

I1 German beer garden

tropolis center,No.88 Nanguan
Zheng Street Beilin Disbrict
碑林区南关正街88号长安国
际广场B座G层
Phone: 029-8765 1617
Hours: 9:00am – 11:00pm
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RESTAURANTS & SHOPPING
Northeast of the intersection
of Cui Hua Nan Road and Yan
Nan Five Road, QUJIANG New
District
曲江翠华南路与雁南五路交汇
东北角（曲江国际会议中心东
门对面）
Phone: 029-8966 7805
Hours: 11:00am – Midnight

Pizza
L’acquolina in bocca
阿果里呐
C11 #5 Tai Bai Nan Road, zi
wei shang ceng, 2nd, east building, shop no.20107
高新区太白南路5号紫薇尚层
东2号楼20107
Phone: 029-8889 4573
Hours: 11:00am – 8:00pm
(Sunday off)
Ke Ji road xi kou, no.18 du shi
yin xiang street, ground floor,
shop no.10116
高新区科技路西口都市印象街
区18栋1层10116
Phone: 187-2907-7613
Hours: 11:00am -- 8:00pm
(Sunday off)

Indian
恒河印度餐厅西安
雁塔店
Happy mall food court. East of
south square of big wild goose
pagoda Yanta distric
雁塔区雁塔南路大雁塔南广场
东南角，（新乐汇美食广场
北门内）
Phone: 029-8931 8440
177-9228-5586
Hours: 10:00am – 10:00pm

H10 Delhi Darbar

新德里餐厅
#3 Da Tang tong Yi Fang, Yanta Xi Lu
雁塔西路大唐通易坊东头3号
Phone: 029-8525 5157
Very popular restaurant serving
authentic Indian dishes. Great
food, a nice atmosphere and
reasonable prices make this a
favourite.
Hours: 10:30am – 11:00pm
www.xianease.com

莲湖区劳动南路大唐西市118号
丝绸之路风情街 红堡印度区

Phone: 029-8411 3559
150-2992-7722
Hours: 11:00am – 11:00pm

5B-03, 5F, Han Shen Shopping
Mall,Northwest Corner of Wen
Jing Road and Feng Cheng 7
Road.
凤城七路与文景路
十字交界处西北角
汉神百货5楼5B-03

Japanese
B10
Inimitable Restaurant

旺角创意餐厅
Japanese cuisine; BBQ; Dessert.
科技五路旺座现代城C座
Block C, wangzuo xiandaicheng, ke ji 5 lu, Gaoxin.
Phone:029-8878 5478
Hours: 11:00am – 2:00pm
5:00pm – 9:30pm

Korean
F5 Tudari 土大力
2F, INTIME Shopping Mall,
#48 Xida Jie
西大街48号银泰广场2楼
Phone: 029-8727 1264
Hours: 11:00am – 11:00pm

Chinese
A11 Hou De Tang
Chinese Restaurant

厚德堂
3F, Block A, Xiang Shu Jie Qu,
Southwest of Ke Ji 6 Road and
Hui Feng South Road Intersection.
科技六路与沣惠南路十字西南
角橡树街区A座3层
Phone: 029-8886 5333
029-8886 2555
Hours: 11:00am – 3:00pm
5:00pm – 9:00pm

Hours: 11:30am – 2:30pm
5:30pm – 10:00pm

Vegetarian
H10 Tianlong Vegetarian

Foreign
Goods

天龙宝严素食馆
#1 Yanta West Road
雁塔西路1号
Phone: 029-8526 6880
Hours: 11:00am – 9:00pm

Hotpot
Hai Di Lao 海底捞
H9 #11, South of Yanta Lu

雁塔路南段11号
Phone: 029-8553 6971
Hours: 10:30am – 3:00am

B7 3F, Gao Ke Buliding, #1
Gaoxin Si Lu
高新四路1号高科广场3楼
Phone: 029-8836 1337
Hours: 10:30am – 3:00am

Dessert

H10 Five Zen5es

#66 Ci En Road, Qu Jiang New
District, Xi’an
中国元素餐厅
曲江新区慈恩路66号
Phone: 029-6893 8366

代广场2楼南连廊
Phone: 400-029-9797
Email Order: vcake_cn@163.com
Order Online: www.vcake.cn

G7 Vcake
2F, Ginwa Time
Square, out of South
Gate
南门外世纪金花时

F12 Metro 麦德龙超市
#86 Chan’ an Road, 50 meters
to the TV Tower
长安南路86号，临近电视塔
Western Supermarket located
next to the TV tower in the
South of Xi’an. This is one
of the best places in Xi’an to
purchase imported food such as
cheese, beer, wine, meats and
those hard to find ingredients.

Shopping
Centers
Ginwa Shopping Center
世纪金花购物中心

F5 #1 Xida Jie next to the
bell tower
西大街1号钟鼓楼广场
Phone: 029-8763 1708
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Shopping

H10 Ganges
Indian Restaurant

红堡印度餐厅
First and only Indian culture
restaurant in China.
Redfort-Indian Pavilion, Xi’an
Tang West Market, Silk Street,
No.118 Laodong South Road

Restaurants

Gaoxin qu jin ye lu lǜ di shiji
cheng zhongyang guangchang
1-103
高新区锦业路绿地世纪城中央
广场1-103
Phone: 029-6825 0490
Hours: 11:00am – 8:00pm

C7 Redfort

SHOPPING & HEALTH
C8 #55 Keji Lu

科技路55号
Phone: 029-6296 1099
Hours: 10:00am – 10:00pm

Tea
Markets
Ren He Tea Market

人和茶叶市场
#101 Chang Le Zhong Road
长乐中路101号

Clothing
Markets

Antique
Markets
八仙庵古玩市场
Ba Xian An, An Ren Fang,
Bei Lin District
新城区安仁坊八仙庵

西安威斯汀大酒店
#66 Ci En Road, Qu Jiang New
District, Xi’an
曲江新区慈恩路66号
Phone: 029-6568 6568
For a better you! Enter a Westin®
hotel, and you’ll immediately notice how good it feels to be here.

G6 Shu Yuan Gate

B5 Sheraton Xian Hotel

J5 Ba Xian An Antique Market

书院门
Shu Yuan Gate,
南门里书院门

Book
Shops

G9 Bai Hui Market

百汇市场
Bai Hui Market, Chang’an
Central Road
长安中路 百汇市场

G5 Belltower Bookstore
钟楼新华书店
#337 East Avenue
东大街377号
Phone: 029-8721 6194

Sporting
Goods

Plant
Markets

Five Ring Outlets
五环工厂店
C8 #18 Gaoxin Lu
高新路18号

F8 Yanta Flower Market

K6 South of Er Huan Dong Lu
东二环与咸宁西路交叉十字

小雁塔苗圃市场
Zhu Que Avenue
朱雀大街，西安体育学院后
门对面

喜来登大酒店
#262 Feng Hao East Rd
沣镐东路 262 号
Phone: 029-8426 1888
A comprehensive Health and
Fitness Centre.

Citadines

西安馨乐庭
服务公寓

F5 Citadines Central Xi’an

西安馨乐庭城中服务公寓
#36 Zhubashi, Beilin District,
西安市碑林区竹笆市36号
Phone: 029-8576 1188

B8 Citadines Gaoxin Xi’an

西安馨乐庭高新服务公寓
#13 Gaoxin Si Road, Hi-Tech
Zone, Xi’an
西安市高新区高新四路13号
Phone: 029-8843 7888

K6 Citadines Xingqing Palace

Health
Goods

Xi’an

西安馨乐庭兴庆宫服务公寓
#159 Xingqing Road, Beilin
District, Xi’an
西安市碑林区兴庆路159号
Phone: 029-8338 0588

G1 Kempinski Hotel Xi’an
西安凯宾斯基酒店
No.6 West Section,
Euro-Asia Avenue,
Chanba Ecological
District 710021 Xi’an
陕西省西安市浐灞生态区欧亚
大道西段 6 号
Phone: 029-8355 0000
Email: reservations.xian@
kempinski.com
www.kempinski.com/xian

Spa
J11 YHI SPA 怡水疗
No. 1666 Qujiangchi West
Road, Qu Jiang New District
曲江新区曲江池西路1666号
Phone: 029-6821 6636

Language
Study
G11 Xi’an iSchool

Gyms

Lao Bai Xing
Medicine Store
老百姓大药房

C8 Megafit Fitness Center

G4 Beida Jie intersection

Shopping

H10 The Westin Xian

北大街十字
Phone: 029-8721 1888

Appliance
Centers

美格菲
#3 Gao Xin Lu 高新路3号
Phone: 029-8823 6688
Providing top quality equipment, with international standards of management.

Hotel

Suning Home Appliance
苏宁电器

Health

F4 #23 Lian Hu Road

莲湖路23号
Phone: 029-8731 9196
Hours: 9:30am – 7:00pm

Furniture
Markets
Da Ming Gong
Furniture Center

大明宫建材家具城
#180 Tai Hua Bei Road
太华北路180号
Phone: 029-8811 6666
Hours: 9:30am – 6:00pm
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Qinling Ecolodge Theme Hotel
秦岭寓舍酒店
Huangjiawan Road, Foping
County town, Hanzhong
汉中市佛坪县黄家湾路
Phone: 0916-299 5288
Email: yushehotel@kvsoon.com
Web: www.qinling-bslv.com

J11 Gran Meliá Xian
西安盛美利亚酒店
The First Spanish Hotel in Xian.
No.1666 Qujiang West Road,
Qu Jiang New District,Xi’an
曲江新区曲江池西路1666号
Phone:029- 6821 6666
Book on line at granmelia.cn
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EDUCATION & MEDICAL & SERVICES
Say what you mean
to say!
Join our Mandarin
courses. Let the
Demo class speak
for itself. We offer Oral Chinese,
Business Chinese, HSK Test
preparation and TSC Test preparation courses at different levels.
We also offer courses at your
home or office.
Address: #174 Yannan 1st Road,
Building 1, Room 605, Hanlinshijia, Yanta District
Phone: 186-2907-4010
153-0292-7680
Email: xian.ischool@qq.com
facebook: Xi’an iSchool

F12 Faithful Language School
A place where your language
dreams come true.
We offer you: Professional teachers who suit your learning style;
Effective teaching methods that
are customized to your needs. A
relaxed learning atmosphere and
flexible study times; Understanding
Chinese Culture through diverse
activities; Year round language
student visas and enrolment; and
Continued Helpfulness that will
make your daily life simpler.

International
Schools
Address: Room 1502, Unit 2,
Building #1, heng rui jia yuan,
south of zhu que street
朱雀大街南段东侧恒瑞佳园一
号楼二单元1502
Phone: 029-6865 8558
www.faithchina.com

C13 Xi’an International School

Xi’an Hanova International
School

A14 Xi’an Hi-Tech
International School
西安高新国际学校
www.xianease.com

English Speaking
Dentist

英文牙科
Overseas-experienced dentist.

K7 伟康口腔 (交大商场)
Shops of East Chang Chun Teng
Community, Jiaoda Shopping
Street, Beilin District(50m
Southward from West Gate of
Jiaoda San Cun Community)
碑林区交大商场街常春藤东区
商铺(交大三村西门十字向南
50m 路西)
Phone: 029-8326 5649
133-1929-9518
C12 伟康口腔 (裕昌太阳城)
Shops 7-10105 of Sunshine City
Community, Zhang Ba East
Road No 124,Yanta District
雁塔区丈八东路124号裕昌太
阳城7-10105商铺
Phone: 029-6566 8383
139-9192-4213
J7 皓雅口腔 (交大东南门)

F6 Jing ya xuan

Hospitals
C8 Xi’an international
medical center
俪人医院

100 Meters Southward from
Southeast Gate of Jiaotong University, Xingqing South Road,
Beilin District
碑林区兴庆南路交大东南门南
侧100米路西
Phone: 029-8266 6262
181-9262-6706

Open 24 hours a day 7 days a
week with English speaking doctors and staff.
Appointments: 137-0188-4285
186-9180-8758
Email: twp01@163.com
#30 Ke Ji Rd (east of the Ke Ji
Rd and Gao Xin Rd intersection)
Inside Liren Hospital
高新区科技路30号

C8 Gao Xin Jiangxin
dental clinic

A8 Xi’an Gaoxin Hospital

高新江欣口腔
100 meters north of intersection
of Gaoxin Rd and Keji Rd
高新路科技路十字北100米
路东
Phone: 186-2928-2797

B12 Gao Xin Wenxin
dental clinic
高新文信口腔
North west corner of Tai Bai Rd
& Zhang Ba Dong Rd.
太白路丈八东路十字西北角
Phone: 181-8918-9868

西安高新医院
#16 Tuanjie Nanlu,
Gaoxin district
高新区团结南路16号
Phone: 029-8833 0116
www.gxyy.net

静雅轩足浴保健
#18,Xiang Zi Miao Jie, West
side of South Gate
碑林区南门里湘子庙街18号
Phone: 029-8726 5200
Hours: 11:00am – 2:00am

Expats Services
Silk Road Ventures (SRV)

A full service expat services
company working to make your
life easier.
From Relocation and House
Hunting, to Cleaning Services
and Utility Maintenance
Find out today how they can
make your life easier!
Phone: 029-8819 3164
Email: info@srvchina.com
www.srvchina.com

Alcoholics Anonymous

G5 Shaanxi Traditional
Chinese Medicine Hospital

Wuxing Lu Catholic Church
(Community building on right
hand side)
Every Friday 7:00pm – 8:00pm
Call 133-7950-8867 for more info

陕西中医医院
#2 Xi Hua Men, North Street
Phone: 029-881 2800

Advertising Hotline

Massage

136-0919-3295
Email: sales@xianease.com
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Medical

西安汉诺威国际学校
Office phone: 029-8869 3780
Email: lucy.liu@his-xian.com
Website: www.his-xian.com
facebook: www.facebook.com/
Hanovalntl
Address: Hanova International
School, 188 Yudou Road, Yanta
District, Xi’an

Dentists

Education

西安国际学校
#5 Zi Wu Da Dao, Yan Ta Qu
雁塔区子午大道5号
Phone: 029-8533 5014
www.xianinternationalschool.
com
For more information contact: reception@xianinternationalschool.
com or call 029-8533 5014

XHIS delivers international
education through IB/AP
programms for students from 3
years old to 18 years old.
Office Phone: 029-8569 1659
(English & Chinese & Korean)
Email: admissions@xhisid.com
Website: www.xhisid.com
Address: New Industrial Park
of Xi’an Hi-Tech Development
Zone, Xi’an
西安市高新区新型工业园

June
Pub Quiz Questions
Want the answers? Head over to

www.xianease.com/trivia
for this month’s answers

Across
5. Featured on the $10 banknote,
who was the first Prime Minister of
Canada?
10. Shortly before killing herself,
who married Adolph Hitler in April,
1945?
12. What kind of animal is featured
in the Bacardi logo?
14. Which river passes through the
most countries?
17. Released in 1963, what was the
Beatles’ first studio album?
19. At the end of The Lord of the
Rings, who does SamwiseGamgee
marry?
20. What did James Bond do in On
Her Majesty’s Secret Service that
he never did in any of the other
movies?
23. What Jamaican singer is best
known for his 1974 hit, Kung Fu
Fighting?
24. In the HG Wells novel, The War
of the Worlds, what planet were
the aliens from?
25. After a successful career as
a Hong Kong film director, who
became famous in Hollywood for
choreographing fight scenes in The
Matrix series, Kill Bill, and Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon?

Down
1. A chukka is a period of play in
what sport?
2. Now 40 years old, what Oscar-
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winning actress has married 3 of
her co-stars?
3. In which 1972 film does Bruce
Lee fight Chuck Norris?
4. In Doctor Who, which of the
Doctor’s adversaries originated on
the planet Skaro?
6. What Swiss artist is credited
with designing the alien for the
1979 film Alien and its sequels?
7. What is the official language of
Ukraine?
8. Played by Carl Weathers, who
was Rocky’s opponent in the first
two Rocky films?
9. The Benny Vandergast Memorial Theater is better known by
what name?
11. Who did Muhammad Ali
defeat in 1964 to win his first world

heavyweight boxing titles?
11. Colored Francie was the first
African-American what?
15. Who was the first person to
walk on the moon?
16. Though Denmark was the first
to recognize a legal relationship for
same-sex couples in 1989, what
country was the first to grant samesex marriages?
18. In the Star Trek universe, what
species is soft, furry, gentle, and
slow-moving, reproduces at an
uncontrollably fast rate, and purrs
when stroked?
21. What did Apple release in
2010?
22. According to Mormon scripture, what planet does God live on?
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