WWW.XIANEASE.COM

JAN / FEB 2019
Vol.98

免费
取阅

High Score
New Year’s Resolutions…
Who Needs ‘Em?
Top 5 - Hot Springs and Spas
www.xianease.com

RHAPSODY IN TIFFANY BLUE:

A XIANEASE GUIDE
TO LINE 4
Photos of the Xi'an Scene
1

2

xianease

www.xianease.com

3

Jan / Feb 2019

Jan/Feb Calendar
6

What’s Going On in Xi’an

Food & Drink
8
10
12
14
18

Superboom Burger 爆爆大汉堡
SOLAR Jazz Club & Restaurant
ROBIN CAFÉ 知一咖啡馆
Vinylhouse 黑胶房子
Made By Mesh: Chicken Roulade

Top 5
20 Top 5 - Hot Springs and Spas

Arts &
Entertainment
22
24
26
36

Spring Festival in Pyongyang

Community
40
42
48
50

Xi’an Scene
Listings

4

12

22

26

38

42

Riddle me this; When would a little bird
help a little fish?
Rhapsody in Tiffany Blue: A Xianease Guide
to Line 4
High Score
Piggish Horoscopes

55 Photos of the Xi’an Scene

59
60
61
61
62
62
62
62

8

Shows You Can’t Miss
The Best Chinese Films of 2018
New Year’s Resolutions…Who Needs ‘Em?
Rock the Mainland: 6 Chinese Bands to
Check Out

Travel
38

CONTENTS

BARS / CLUBS
RESTAURANTS
SHOPPING
HEALTH

Discover YOUR
Xi’an and join us
on WeChat and Weibo!

Spas
EDUCATION
Medical
Expats services

WeChat

Weibo

50

xianease

se.com
xianea

XIANEASE

Web, Print, Events, and More

Jan / Feb 2019 Volume 98

XIANEASE

xianea

se.com

《XIANEASE发现西安》DM广告月刊

Web, Print, Events, and More
www.xianease.com
Advertising 广告合作

sales@xianease.com

General Enquiries 咨询

info@xianease.com

Operations 运营机构
西安易知广告有限公司
Xi’an (Head Office) 西安(总部)
No. 1 Xihuamen, Xi’an 西安西华门1号
Tel 电话: 029-8720 1616
Fax 传真: 029-8720 1077

Hello Xi’an!

G

reetings from the waning hours of 2018. How’s
2019? Is it nice? I hope it is. This winter issue is
always bittersweet; sweet because we can take
some time off and rest, bitter because that means we
won’t be around until March. Worry not, because we’ve
tried to collect some stuff in this issue that will keep you
occupied during these harsh winter months.
Since I don’t have much to say this month, I want to thank
the small core of contributors that have helped Xianease
this past year with their generous contributions to our little rag. Anthony Cordina, JC, John McGovern, Malcolm
Peak, Kyle Wing, Oomesh Nana, Stephen Chew, Serena
Runyan, Patricia Pieterse, David Lee, Malcolm Aquino, Ji
Kai Rui, Sima Monina, Michael Tankersley, Alex Rambaud,
Jennifer Lasater, Jaz, Aaron Baumgartner, Demi Edwards,
Stuart Allen, Kiana Duncan and Lawrence McCarthy, thank
you all so much. I hope I didn’t forget anyone. We truly
could not have made it through 2018 without your help.
If you want to be part of that list in 2019, you know where
to find us. Thanks Xi’an.

-Tim King
Editor-in-Chief

Editor-In-Chief 主编
Tim King tim.king@xianease.com

Designer / Editor 美术设计
Dylan dylan@xianease.com

Art Director 美术设计
Super Jing wu.jinjing@xianease.com
Sales Director 广告总监
Daisy Zhao zhaoxi@xianease.com
This month’s contributors 投稿志愿者
Demi Edwards
David Lee
Hector Herrera
John Mcgovern john@youngpioneertours.com
Lawrence Mccarthy
Mike Leaner
Oomesh Nana
Tim King tim.king@xianease.com
Patricia Pieterse
Xiao Yu Er
www.xianease.com
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Jan /Feb Calendar

Jan 18/19
BEIJING OPERA

The Grand Mansion Gate
京剧《大宅门》
Time: 7:45pm
Location: Shaanxi Performing Arts
Center-Oprea House
Address: Oprea House, oppsite Rd of
Concert Hall, Yanta South Rd.
雁塔南路西安音乐厅对面

Tel: (029) 8550 1111
Tickets: 120-480RMB

Jan 28

Feb 9

Concert

Concert

The 10th Rock Festival
Evening

XSO Japanese Animation
Concert

第十届摇滚春晚

XSO“千与千寻”视听交
响音乐会

Time: 8:00pm-11:59pm
Location: 1935livehouse
Address: Dahua 1935, #251, Tai Hua
Nan Lu.
新城区太华南路251号大华1935
(西安大华1935小剧场集群壹剧场)

Tickets: 150/200RMB

Time: 7:45pm
Location: Xi’an Concert Hall
Address: Yannan 1 Lu, Qujiang District.
曲江新区雁南一路

Tel: (029) 8550 1111
Tickets: 80-280RMB

Feb 10
Jan 20
Concert

Concert

Feb 9

XSO Oscar Movie Music
Concert

XSO奥斯卡视听交响音乐
American Augusta Univer- Concert
会
sity Orchestra Concert
XSO New years Symphony
Time: 7:45pm
Concert
美国奥古斯塔纳大学管乐团
音乐会
Time: 7:30pm
Location: Xi’an Concert Hall
Address: Yannan 1 Lu, Qujiang District.
曲江新区雁南一路

Tel: (029) 8550 1111
Tickets: 50-90RMB

6

西安交响乐团新春交响音
乐会
Time: 7:45pm
Location: Xi’an Concert Hall
Address: Yannan 1 Lu, Qujiang District.

Location: Xi’an Concert Hall
Address: Yannan 1 Lu, Qujiang District.
曲江新区雁南一路

Tel: (029) 8550 1111
Tickets: 80-280RMB

曲江新区雁南一路

Tel: (029) 8550 1111
Tickets: 60-200RMB

xianease

Feb 14
Concert

2019 “To Dear You”
Valentine’s Day Concert
2019《致亲爱的你》
情人节演唱会
Time: 7:30pm-9:30pm
Location: Aperture Club 光圈Club
Address: Tian Pin Xi An, No.1, Huan
Cheng Xi Lu Nan Duan.
碑林区环城西路南段1号天品西岸

Tickets: 158/258RMB

Funny Performers
Wanted

Jan/Feb

Every Friday

Toastmasters

Are you a stand-up? Into improv?
Do you just think you’re funny and
want to go legit? We’re organizing a
comedy variety show in Xi’an and are
looking for performers. Anyone wanting to audition or get more information can contact:

No.1of Wendu education,
SAIGE shopping center
Floor10, Chang’an zhong lu, northeast of
Xiaozhai crossroad

Wayne: WeChat ID: wayner012
Tim: E-mail: timothyfking@yahoo.com

小寨赛格国际购物中心10楼文都教育第
一教室

Amateurs Welcome!

Time: 7:30pm - 9:30pm
Address: Classroom

Special: Every week different meeting
themes, Public speaking in English!

Jan/Feb

Every Sun/Sat

Ultimate Frisbee
Every Saturday

Feb 14

Feb 19

Concert

XSO Chorus Valentines
concert
西安交响乐团合唱团情人
节专场音乐会
Time: 7:45pm
Location: Xi’an Concert Hall
Address: Yannan 1 Lu, Qujiang District.
曲江新区雁南一路

Tel: (029) 8550 1111
Tickets: 80-280RMB

Concert

Colorful Clouds—XSO Chinese Folk Song Concert
彩云追月-西安交响乐团合
唱团元宵节专场音乐会
Time: 7:45pm
Location: Xi’an Concert Hall
Address: Yannan 1 Lu, Qujiang District.

Match: 3:00pm - 7:00pm
Location: Xi’an Jiao Tong University of
Finance and Economics (西安交通大学财
经学院), just next to the 纬二街(Wei Er
Jie) bus stop.

Every Sunday
Match: 3:00pm - 7:00pm
Location: Xi’an Wenli Institute Taibai
Campus (西安文理学院), 1# Keji 6th Road.
科技六路1号

Robin 183-9258-9745
Rick Deckard 150-2923-3725

曲江新区雁南一路

Tel: (029) 8550 1111
Tickets: 80-280RMB

Don’t suffer from FOMO - scan this QR code to follow the offical XIANEASE
WeChat account, where you can find weekly events and discover your Xi’an!

www.xianease.com
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Food & Drink

Superboom Burger
爆爆大汉堡
Article By David Lee

B1 Joy City, Ci’en West Road.
慈恩西路大悦城B1室外下沉广
场（潮π街区入口、威斯丁酒
店斜对面）

189-9138-8527
10:30am - 10:00pm

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

60RMB

S

uperboom Burger mostly sticks to
what it does well, making delicious,
flavorful and incredibly large burg-

ers.

Superboom is one of the understandably
hot attractions at the new Big Joy Mall right
next to Dayanta. If you are in the area and
hankering for some western food, this burger joint is one of the best places to get your
fix.

Pros:

Delicious and HUGE burgers
Cons:

Lack of beverage/dessert options
David Lee is a reviewer for Xianease hoping to eventually write something as good
as “real g’s move in silence like lasagna.”
He can be reached at
reviews@xianease.com
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The restaurant’s main attraction is the
namesake Superboom Burger, which you
can get in a variety of options. The Superboom Burger is an eight-inch burger best
suited for 3-4 people. The meat is tender
and the different topping choices can satisfy the pickiest of eaters. It is an absolute
jaw-dropper when this burger comes out
and engulfs the table in its enormity. It is a
delicious discussion starter and an incredible
Instagram—or Wechat Moments—post.
The menu has a decent variety of sides and
snack foods, from BBQ ribs and popcorn
chicken to salads and fries. Everything is a
hit. It’s hard to mess up onion rings or sweet
potato fries and this place definitely hits
the spot. Superboom is American fast food
done right.
This place also has the feel of an American
fast-casual restaurant. This is not the same

as going to McDonald’s but it is also not
the ritzy experience that accompanies many
western restaurants in the city. For those
familiar, Superboom resembles the vibe of
American restaurant chains Johnny Rockets
or Shake Shack, an upscaled version of fast
food. The prices match accordingly with one
person definitely being able to eat well for
50 RMB.
The entire area near Dayanta is getting
sweeping upgrades and renovations—Superboom is surely a new mainstay of the
area. It is incredibly popular in its first few
weeks of business, so expect a short wait
during peak hours. The servers are helpful
but you can also order from your phone using a QR code at the table.
The one downside to the new restaurant is
the lack of beverage and dessert options. I
saw many customers bringing in ice cream
or milk tea from other shops in the mall, but
as of right now it seems Superboom only
has a couple of soft drink options and no
dessert. There were several fresh juices listed
on the menu, but as of this writing they are
not available. That being said, they have no
problem with bringing in outside beverages
so this might not even be a concern. Get on
the waiting list and then travel around the
mall looking for drinks and dessert.

xianease

www.xianease.com
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Food & Drink

SOLAR Jazz Club & Restaurant
Article By David Lee

Harbour City 9th Street, Yannan yi lu
and Ci’en xi lu intersection North 200
meters.
雁南一路与慈恩西路十字东北
角海港城9街（希尔顿欢鹏酒店
往北200米）

(029) 8931 8169
4:00pm - 1:00am

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

125RMB

S

OLAR Jazz Club & Restaurant prides
itself as a venue to experience some
of the best live jazz music in Xi’an.
While you’re listening, you can also fill up on
some pretty good food and drinks.
Just south of Dayanta, SOLAR Jazz Club is
nestled in a large plaza with some of the
most upscale and expensive restaurants in
town. It differentiates itself with its elegant
ambiance and nightly live music.

Pros:

Live music and acoustics
Cons:

Price
David Lee is a reviewer for Xianease hoping to eventually write something as good
as “real g’s move in silence like lasagna.”
He can be reached at
reviews@xianease.com
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Walking in feels like a portal into more sophisticated times—when the cool thing to
do was to gather your friends, dress to the
nines and listen to jazz music; back when
Dizzy Gillespie and Miles Davis were the
hottest gigs in town. I’ve never lived in that
world. It passed me by before I was even
born, but I feel like I was just there.
The wooden décor and intimate seating make the entire area feel like a private
concert. The closest seats are just a couple
feet from the performers, but there is also
upstairs seating if you want the music without the pressure of front row seats. SOLAR
promises live music every night around
9:30, with some variation due to musicians’
schedules. All of the best jazz artists in Xi’an

and many foreign acts are sure to make a
stop.
“Our first priority here is music, we’re a jazz
club,” said Nikki Yu, the restaurant’s manager who is also fluent in English. “Then
second comes drinks and finally our food.”
But that doesn’t mean the food and drinks
are lacking. The drinks range from a wide assortment of wines and draft beers to a few
specialty cocktails and whiskeys. They do
tend to be on the pricy side, it seems you
are paying for the experience alongside your
consumables. The cocktails were incredibly
delicious and the whiskey selection was
downright admirable.
The food comes in smaller portions but is
some of the best I’ve had in a long time. The
German sausages and fried fish were beautifully plated and satisfyingly hearty. The salad
and garlic bread were above average, but
the food and drinks are really just a smaller
part of the total experience.
If you are wanting a classy night out in one
of the most uniquely conceptualized spots
in Xi’an, SOLAR is the place to go. Maybe it
isn’t for the ravenously hungry or the jazzaverse, but it is certainly for me.

xianease

www.xianease.com
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Food & Drink

ROBIN CAFÉ
知一咖啡馆
Article By Mike Leaner

Qujiang Chuangyigu, No.3369,
Yanxiang Lu
雁翔路3369号曲江万科创意谷
南门、西南门往里100米

(029) 8121 2282
10:00am - 10:00pm

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

45RMB

I

have a few things that I generally require from a café: good coffee, comfortable seating and nice ambiance.
Robin Café, a new coffee shop in the Vanke
Shopping Center in Qujiang, has all three
and is a great place to stop for a cup of joe.
You’ll find Robin Café right in the thick of
things at Vanke, on the ground level. It’s
smartly decorated, full of wooden furniture
and bright white walls and tables. Whereas a lot of new cafés with this style end
up feeling sterile, there’s a comfortable,
homey charm to it. It’s definitely a place
where you could spend a good chunk of
time.

Pros:

Great ambiance, coffee and food
Cons:

Food portions can be a bit stingy
Mike Leaner likes to get dirty but not for
free. He can be reached at
reviews@xianease.com
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Olivia, the owner, says she worked for years
at Sculpting in Time, so you can expect a
similar milieu, but it seems she’s learned
from the flaws of the SIT model to craft a
better overall experience. Food and beverage are both head and shoulders above
what SIT is able to offer these days. During my visit, I was first served a cappuccino
that was creamy, delicious and expertly presented. That was followed by an amazingly
refreshing fruit tea, a pu er base flavored

with apples, oranges and passion fruit. I
was also able to try a couple of their small
meals that they offer. The pork panini was
tasty and fresh, seasoned just right and is
among the better sandwiches I’ve eaten in
town. The fish and chips were also a highlight, consisting of a delicately battered
filet of sole and a small helping of crispy,
crinkle-cut French fries. Neither portion was
very large but, all things considered, café
food should be light, and in that context
it succeeded. Although, I would say I wish
they were a bit more generous with side
dishes, because being served fewer than
ten fries counts as a serving of fries only by
the technicality that six fries is more than
one fry, and I was being served them. At
between 30-40RMB a dish, I don’t think it’s
too much to ask.
Overall, Robin Café is a nice place that is
definitely worth a visit. Whether you want
to hunker down and do some work, take
a break from shopping or just visit with a
friend or two in their quiet, cozy restaurant, it should be near the top of your list if
you’re in the area.

xianease

www.xianease.com
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Food & Drink

Vinylhouse
黑胶房子
Article By Mike Leaner

1F, Greenland Central Plaza Building 8
锦业路绿地中央广场8幢一层

(029) 8102 6118
6:00pm - 2:00am

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

100-150RMB

Pros:

Great drinks; more atmosphere in this bar
than there is over Antarctica; good service;
great music; Pac-Man mosaic behind the
bar
Cons:

Going to Jinye Road can be a haul for many;
bar snacks only but that’s, like, totally fine
Mike Leaner likes to get dirty but not for
free. He can be reached at
reviews@xianease.com
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A

Kazakh woman once told me
something that has stuck with
me ever since: “Compliments are
lies.” A bit hyperbolic, sure, but it’s something always in the back of my mind when
I review things. In the review game, people find you more credible if you criticize;
when you compliment a place, people can
find you credible as well—but only if they
agree with you. Thus, the biggest risk you
can take as a critic is to like something. So,
that being said: God help me, I really, really
like Vinylhouse. Let me take you through
my thought process, so that you can check
the mental calculus I did to arrive at the
conclusion that I liked Vinylhouse.
So, usually I go on these reviews to shiny
new bars with disinterested staff and perfectly fine offerings that do nothing to
elevate them above “average,” unless you
count their above-average prices. They’ll
have names like “Jazz Bar” and then not
actually have any jazz (not to be confused
with the currently open Meeting Jazz,
which is a good bar and most definitely will
shoot a big load of jazz all over your face). I
will agonize over pretty words to write the
article with, and then never go back again.
I will be going back to Vinylhouse, for
damn sure. Putting it through the aforementioned formula, Vinylhouse’s staff are
attentive and friendly. The drink menu is
whiskey-heavy, but there are a lot of delicious cocktails available as well. They make
a great drink, if my whiskey sour and
Moscow Mule are any indication, and the
drinks come out quickly. Here’s the kicker
though: there is vinyl at Vinylhouse. DJs-in-

residence spin nightly, and not just overblown house music; the night I visited, the
DJ was playing a mega mix of old school
hip-hop, funk and afrobeat (and it was not
ear-bleedingly loud!). Next to the DJ booth
is, I kid you not, a cabinet of vinyl records
for sale. I won’t tell you what was there,
because I don’t want you swooping in and
sniping my cool vinyl record finds before I
get my money right, but there are some
really great and surprising records in their
stock—if you’re a collector there’s definitely something to round out your collection
with. On top of that, they’re eager to make
a splash in the Xi’an scene; with innovative
party ideas like a “silent disco” (everyone
wears headphones and gets the DJs’ sets
pumped directly into their headsets), they
just might. Prices aren’t exactly cheap, but
I would happily pay those prices just to be
able to hang out there.
Here’s the verdict: Vinylhouse is great.
It has just about everything I want in a
hangout, and then some. Every new bar
in this town thinks they’ve successfully
reinvented the wheel, but Vinylhouse is
actually doing something a little different,
and succeeding at it, which is so refreshing. Location might be a deal-breaker for
some, and I get that, but Vinylhouse is a
destination, not an also-ran. My rejoinder
to that complaint would be that you quit
being a shabby laowai that’s always trolling
around the same-old South Gate dives like
you’re the coolest foreigner in town (I am
the coolest foreigner in town, and don’t
you forget it) and go to a bar that’s actually
cool. If you don’t agree, then stay at Park
Qin. More Vinylhouse for me.

xianease
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Recipes

Serves

generously

Article by Oomesh Nana
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5. In a medium-sized bowl, mix the pork
mince/sausage meat, nutmeg and garlic
together. Spread this evenly over the flattened
chicken breasts. (I find it best and easier to
use dampened hands for this).
6. Place the steamed green beans along the
center of the pressed mince. Now, roll it up
tightly, squeezing it towards you tightening the
sides to add tension to the roll.
7. Using a sharp knife, cut the roll into 6 equal
pieces. Place these, cut side up on a nonstick
baking tray (or a disposable foil tray) and
roast in a preheated oven (180 degrees) until
cooked. I’d say around 30-40 minutes (ovendepending).
8. Serve by removing the foil casing and placing it on a warm plate with a heaped pile of
creamy mash and some steamed greens.

About Mesh:
“My hands interpret my soul’s craving.” ~ Oomesh
Nana
Born with a passion for food, Oomesh, also known as Mesh, is
a natural cook, teacher, inspirer and Chef. Mesh was inspired
into the world of culinary by family and close friends, and has
been playing, cooking, experimenting and creating from the age
of 12.
His passion for teaching, sharing and inspiring have led
him to become a world-class
instructor in the culinary field.
A true natural in any kitchen,
Mesh enchants people with
his simple, easy-to-cook and
fuss-free approach to food. A
strong believer in good quality,
fresh, local ingredients, Mesh is
always inspired to try new and
creative ways to make food
taste WOW – by showcasing
the ingredients in their simplest
and most basic forms.

Born in East London, South Africa, Mesh has published 2 recipe books.
He is a qualified Chef and Graphic Designer and currently an English
language teacher.
www.xianease.com
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TOP 5

Article By XIANEASE

HOT SPRINGS AND SPAS
If you’ve made the decision to stay around town this winter, January and February have
the potential to chill you to the bone. If you need to defrost, there’s nothing better than
a trip to a spa or some hot springs to maximize your relaxation. Here’s five of the best
around for you to choose from.

XIANEASE WeChat

01
QING SHUI WAN
清水湾·乐汤汇

Qing Shui Wan is in the north of the city, and if you’re
looking for a hot spring but don’t want to go on a journey
to parts unknown, this is the one for you. Not just a hot
spring, you’ll find facilities for exercising, playing games
or just sitting around taking in a movie. It’s the perfect
budget option for anyone who needs a day off from everything.

Address:
Northeast Corner of North 2nd Ring Road and
Mingguang Road.
北二环与明光路立交桥东北角

Phone: (029) 6221 7777

18

xianease

02
ANGSANA

西安临潼悦椿温泉酒店

Located in Lintong, not far from the Terra Cotta Warriors, Angsana brings five-star quality to the hot spring
game. You can get a pass for just the hot springs, but if
you’re going to haul all the way out to Lintong you might
want to consider staying for a night in one of their cozy
rooms.

Address:
8#, Yue Chuan Dong Lu.

悦椿东路8号(王府井赛特奥莱对面)

Phone: (029) 8387 8888

03
GRAN MELIA HOTEL
西安盛美利亚酒店

There are no hot springs to be found at the Gran Melia
Hotel in Qujiang, but you will find some hot tubs and saunas and more at their spa. Whether you want a schvitz, a
massage or to just laze around the indoor pool, you can’t
do much better for a day-long staycation.

Address:
J11 No.1666 Qujiang West Road, Qu Jiang New
District, Xi’an.
曲江新区曲江池西路1666号

Phone: (029) 6821 6666

www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com
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04
REAL LOVE

真爱年华水疗健康运动中心
(朱雀大街店)

Is there anything Real Love doesn’t do? Add “hot springs”
to the list of services this brand provides its customers
with, and if you venture over to Zhuque Road (just inside
the 2nd Ring Road) you’ll be able to have an affordable
day of relaxation.

Address:
No.38, Zhu Que Da Jie.
朱雀大街中段38号

Phone: (029) 6338 1234

05
SOUTH MOUNTAIN
HOT SPRINGS
南山温泉

Lastly, if you are brave enough to venture southwest of
Xi’an for some al fresco hot springs, South Mountain Hot
Springs offers breathtaking views of the Qinling Mountains, a welcome respite from the jagged concrete teeth
of Xi’an’s skyline.

Address:
Chang'an Dongda Hotspring Holiday Resort.
长安区东大温泉度假区

Phone: (029) 6258 0600
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You can't Miss
Article by Tim King

THE GRAND MANSION GATE KENICHIRO NISHIHARA
Mar.1 (FRI) - DA HUA 1935 LIVEHOUSE
(BEIJING OPERA)
st

Jan.18th-19th (FRI. & SAT.) - SNPAC

Described by one of our staffers as “kind of like a Chinese Downton
Abbey,” this classic Chinese TV drama has been made into a Beijing
Opera stageshow. Set during the Qing Dynasty, The Grand Mansion
Gate chronicles the turbulent life and times of the Bai Family, complete with the requisite tense stares, pregnant pauses, trysts with
courtesans and familial animus that you’d want from such a show.

Japanese singer Kenichiro Nishihara is known for his jazzy pop songs
that have touches of R&B and hip-hop. It’s pleasant, relaxing, almost
lounge music, and the theatre at Da Hua 1935 should be a nice
place to take it all in.

XSO PRESENTS: MUSIC OF
THE OSCARS
Feb.10th (Sat) - SNPAC

The Xi’an Symphony Orchestra is always a sure bet for a great performance, and their renditions of compositions from Oscar-winning
and nominated films should be no different. This is the penultimate
in a series of concerts by the XSO in February, so if you’d like to go
see them but don’t want to hear movie scores, they have a Spring
Festival concert on the 8th, they will perform music from Japanese
animated films on the 9th and finally a Valentine’s Day concert on
the 14th.

Tim King is the editor-in-chief of Xianease Magazine
and an erstwhile punk rocker. He can be reached at
tim.king@xianease.com
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Jan
/
Feb
Shows

Date

Time

Location

Show

2019/1/18
2019/1/19

19:45
19:30

SNPAC-Opera House

2019/1/20

19:30

SNPAC-Xi’an Concert Hall

2019/2/8

19:30

SNPAC-Xi’an Concert Hall

2019/2/9

19:30

SNPAC-Xi’an Concert Hall

2019/2/10

19:30

SNPAC-Xi’an Concert Hall

2019/2/14

19:45

SNPAC-Xi’an Concert Hall 西安交响乐团合唱团情人节专场音乐会

2019/2/14

19:30

2019/2/19

19:45

2019/3/1

20:30

The Grand Mansion Gate
京剧《大宅门》

American Augusta University Orchestra Concert
美国奥古斯塔纳大学管乐团音乐会

XSO New years Symphony Concert
新春交响音乐会

XSO Japanese Animation Concert

XSO“千与千寻”视听交响音乐会

XSO Oscar Movie Music Concert
XSO奥斯卡视听交响音乐会

XSO Chorus Valentines concert

Aperture

Ding Ge-To Dear You

Colorful Clouds—XSO Chinese Folk Song Concert
SNPAC-Xi’an Concert Hall 西安交响乐团合唱团元宵节专场音乐会

1935 LIVEHOUSE

Kenichiro Nishihara

Type

Price (¥)

Beijing Opera

¥120/220/320 /400/480

Symphony

¥50/70/90

Symphony

¥60/90/120/150/200

Symphony

¥80/100/160/220/280

Symphony

¥80/100/160/220/280

Chorus

¥80/100/160/220/280

POP

PRE ¥158/ DOR ¥256

Chorus

¥80/100/160/220/280

Japanese Jazz Pop

PRE ¥200/ DOR ¥300

* All information is subject to change. Check Xianease or Venue WeChat accounts for up-to-date info

www.xianease.com
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The Best
Chinese Films of 2018
Article by Patricia Pieterse

How many Chinese films did you watch last year? If your New Year’s resolution is to add a little
more local cinema into your life, why not start with some of last year’s biggest hits?

Operation Red Sea
（红海行动）
Hóng Hai Xíng Dòng
The original Mandarin title of this film from Dante Lam (Operation Mekong, Unbeatable) translates to “Red Sea action” and boy, does it deliver on the action.
Earning the number one spot in the highest grossing Chinese films of last year,
this takes place in a fictional Middle-Eastern country, where a Chinese military
group has to rescue a number of Chinese citizens. This movie barely takes a
pause for breath, and doesn’t feel as long at its 139-minute runtime. Of course,
with all that action it does start to drag and give the viewer a little fatigue towards the end. Also, if you’re looking for subtlety and character development,
I’d look elsewhere. However, despite being such an adrenaline-soaked film, this
movie passes the Bechdel test and, as a bonus, none of the female characters fall
in love with any of the men.
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Dying to Survive

（我不是药神）
Wo Bú Shì Yào Shén

The feature debut from Wen Muye is number three on the list of China’s highestgrossing locally produced films of 2018. It’s a comedy vaguely based on a true
story about a man who takes up smuggling leukemia medication into China
to make some quick cash. Despite that plot description, this is no Dallas Buyers Club.The production quality and acting in this are very good, but there are
some elements that don’t quite gel with western sensibilities: in a tragicomic
film about affordable healthcare, they manage to squeeze in a pole dance, a
brawl and a car chase, and the protagonist is rarely seen without a cigarette
in his mouth. Still, I was manipulated into shedding a few tears, so there’s that.

Hello Mr. Billionaire
（西虹市首富）
Xī Hóng Shì Shou Fù
What’s with unrelated films from the same directorbeing named so similarly?
While Dante Lam has his two Operations, Yan Fei and PengDamo have Goodbye
Mr. Loser and this year’s Hello Mr. Billionaire. It’s the team’s second feature film
after their 2015 sleeper hit, and comes in at number five on the list of highestgrossing Chinese films of 2018. Loosely based on the 1985 film Brewster’s Millions, it’s about an underperforming soccer goalie who has to spend 1 billion
RMB in a month in order to inherit 30 billion. Sure, the premise is ridiculous and
the strokes are broad, but gosh darn it if it didn’t make me giggle at least a few
times.

The Island

（一出好戏）
Yì Chū Hao Xì
Coming in at number seven of last year’s top earners, this is the directorial debut
from actor Huang Bo (Lost in Thailand, Dearest). After a busload of people on
their way to a teambuilding event are stranded on a deserted island, this film
follows their trials and tribulations as they try to survive. It’s mostly serious and
refreshingly light on the kind of slapstick humour that’s often sprinkled so liberally in movies like this. It also manages to be dramatic without too much melodrama. At over two hours, it’s a little long, but packs in a lot of allegory about the
breaking down and rebuilding of society.

Patricia is a sub-editor-turned-English teacher with a movie habit.
www.xianease.com
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New Year’s
Resolutions…
who needs ‘em?
Article by Demi Edwards

Generations of people have continued the belief in the magical power of a New Year’s Resolution. Typically, by the end of January about 80% of us will ditch our resolutions. Why on earth does this happen,
year after year? Probably because we have fallen for the idea that there is some magic happening in
January. Maybe Santa’s reindeer left behind some of their magical dust? Where the fault really seems
to be is in the high-pressure nature of cliché resolutions we tend choose for the new year. Now that
2019 has started, let’s talk about these age-old resolutions and how rethinking them just a little bit
might actually be a benefit to our lives.

1

Lose
weight

Most people keep up with their resolution to lose weight just about as well
as my dog’s ability to refuse a piece of
cheese. Losing weight is not an easy
feat, but instead of falling prey to gym
membership deals, take it slow. Making small changes throughout your day
to increase your activity is going to
be better than going whole hog right
away. Treat your gym membership as
a reward rather than a mandatory sentencing from the judges of New Year’s
Resolution-dom. You not only will save
yourself money, but you will save yourself a lot of guilt and stress. The less guilt
you feel, the more likely you are to stick
with your resolution.
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2

Eat healthier

A good way to start is by putting down that bag
of chips or snack you’re shoving into your face
while absentmindedly reading this article. Unnecessary snacking is one of the easiest ways to stop yourself from gaining
weight. Being consciousness and intentional in your habits
is the way to improve any aspect of your life. For example,
to help yourself “eat better,” simply map out your meal plan
for the week.

3

Be a better person
If you have to make this a resolution, you might want to do some deeper soul searching.

4

Travel more

Make it your goal to spend more time exploring
the places around you. Plan short little weekend
trips—you can still expand your mind even if you’re not buying
pants in Thailand to prove how “cultured” you are. Shocking.
I know. People put limits on what the definition of travel is. A
better resolution would be to stop limiting yourself by thinking
that “traveling” means extravagant vacations.

5

Try something
new every
month

You do this anyways and if you have the exact same
day every day, you might be in the movie Groundhog’s Day. Seeing as that is a movie and not real
life, you might want to think twice and remember
that every day you exist you are experiencing and
trying new things.

www.xianease.com

27

Arts & Entertainment

6

Cut out
the negative
people

Dang, I would hate to be your friend. It’s almost like every
year my friendship will have to be renewed, that I’ll have to
prove to you that I have not been as bad of a person in your
life as the other people. If we are all being totally honest
with each other, this is arbitrary and if you cannot recognize
when someone isn’t the best person to be around and you
stuck around them all throughout 2018, trying to shake them
because of this idea of “setting goals” might not be enough.

7

Keep in
touch with
family and
friends

That’s what the holidays are for—to make us all feel better
for ignoring our families for the majority of the year. Then we
all call each other, come together, celebrate, then continue
the cycle. Do not mess with the cycle!

8

Make this
year better
than the
last

Wow, to have gone an entire year without experiencing anything good. I do not know what to tell you about the upcoming year. What you might want to try is flippingthis one
into something less ambiguous. Try for something smaller,
like figuring out one thing you can look forward to each day.
Finding the little things is what can help you see your life in
a positive light. Positivity breeds more positivity!
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9

Be less
stressed

Is that even possible? I think we all like to brag about
how stressed we all are, to prove that we can be the
most stressed out. Not sure what the prize is for being the most stressed, but if anyone can tell me what
it is I’m genuinely curious. If you choose this popular
resolution though, be warned! If you’re not stressed
out anymore, how on earth are you going to relate to
your friends anymore?

10

Drink
less

Well, if you are resolving to both,“be less stressed,”
and ”drink less,” I can almost guarantee your 2020 goal
will go right back to “Make this year better than the
last.” Drinking can be great stress relief. Having a few
pints with the mates, maybe a night or two you don’t
remember. It might cause some stress initially, but the
laugher and joy of making fun of one another for all
the stupid crap you did is one that will last throughout
time. There are some valid reasons to drink less, and
it shouldn’t solely be used for stress relief, but one
night a week or a few drinks here and there won’t be
the end of the world.

If you are trying to go for the whole,“New year, new me,” kind
of thing, you might want to put less pressure on one little
year. Simply try to make small changes in your everyday life.
Doing so will eventually help you grow into a better version of
yourself. New Year’s just like any other holiday, and a holiday
is just another day with the letters “holi-“ in front of it. Why
we choose to make these goals during the first month of a
new year, as if people are not creating goals all year round
has always baffled me. You can choose to do any of these
things, at any time, but waiting until an arbitrary day to try
and fix all the problems in your life is just ridiculous. If you
have not quite figured it out yet, life isn’t like a movie and
things don’t change overnight. We as humans are meant to
www.xianease.com

share in experiences and grow together, over long periods
of time. For New Year’s this year remember changes can be
made all throughout 2019. Maybe right now it is not a good
time, or maybe it is a good time. However, if you simply look
at the new year as an opportunity to wipe the slate clean, I
have a harrowing message for you. The pictures from New
Year’s Eve are still going to exist in 2019 along with all of the
things you’ve done in your life up to this point. Live life, have
fun, make mistakes, and remember, “New year, new me,” is
just another idea company came up with to sell products
to consumers.

Demi Edwards is the Queen of America and the coolest person in the world.
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Rock the Mainland:
6 Chinese Bands to Check Out
Article by Hector Herrera

M

usic is the international language of everything
soothing, energizing, uplifting, melancholic and a
whole spread of feelings that you just can’t help
but put a soundtrack to. For some, music can give voice to
an emotion so complex it’s impossible to come up with what
to say on your own. A brilliant musician once said, “Words
make you think a thought. Music makes you feel a feeling. A
song makes you feel a thought.” But how to choose!? Even
spending a lifetime on a headset won’t get you even close
to scratching that surface. Some stick to a genre, some to
an artist, some to what’s convenient, and still it’s hard to
always hit that spot for when that perfect moment needs it.
As a kid, my source was the local music store, where 90 minutes was enough time to fill my batteries for the week. But
the clerk wasn’t on the same page as me when it came to
rock, and that opened a whole different way of discovering
new stuff. That hour and a half became paved the way for
what music means to me now. Of course, technology has
made it easy for everyone to find and download all kinds of
stuff. Now you don’t a need record store savant to get the
latest hits and hidden gems, just a friend, a coworker or even
just a stranger bobbing his/her head as hard as you at a show
will take you to corners of music you’d never imagine existed.
There’s an array of shows in the fast growing live house circuit in Xi’an and, monthly schedules are posted right here so
get going and let’s talk some music in the upcoming shows!

直惘
Once And For All
Once and For All is a djent metal band from Xiamen that is,
honestly, one of the best metal bands I’ve heard from China.
We call this kind of band “export quality.” This is djent at its
best! With sweet distorted arpeggios of incredible complexity,
vocals that would scare off a bear, as well as lyrical intermissions and a rhythm section so tight they could probably give
Chad and Flea a run for their money. It’s all covered in a thick
blanket of technical metal, ambient, electronic, funk, groove
and djent—tons of djent!
Listen to “Pachinko” by Once and For All

Now I’m going to share with you some classic, rock, reggae,
metal, pop, rap, jazz and more that will help you get started
on the path towards the awesome music China has to offer.

Kawa

This Kunming based band was formed by seasoned musicians
from the Chinese folk, reggae and rock scene. After almost
20 years (and a lot of anticipation) they finally got together
and formed the band Kawa. This clash of roots reggae, rock,
jazz and folk elevates their sound to a whole other level.
With 11 albums to choose from over their 10-year career,
you’ll find tracks that vary from heavy roots to slower, more
folk-oriented songs.
Listen to “祝酒歌” (Drinking song) by Kawa
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落日飞车
Summer
Rollercoaster
In 2009, three guys from Taipei released one album that
wasn’t well received by the public (it was badass, if you ask
me). After five years of silence, they came back with a fivepiece band and a whole new attitude towards their music.
Now their sound combines bluesy funk and 70s pop with
grungy garage rock vibes, harkening back to a time when artists like Air Supply, Wham and George Michaels were still cool.
Listen to “My Jinji” by Summer Rollercoaster

MC Tiger
Beijing music producer, beat-maker and rapper MC Tiger has
been in the business since his early teens, but in 2007 he and
three other local rappers imported “jazz hip-hop” to China.
Unlike his peers, he went for more of a storyteller’s flow, using
very quirky samples and odd backgrounds, but this guy really
impresses with his producing skills. His beats will get you
jumping, without a doubt. Jazz samples are his main course,
but he also plays with all kinds of world music and an array
of genres that will keep you guessing about what comes next.
Listen to “Tigers in Music Country”
(音乐国里有老虎) by MC Tiger

后海大鲨鱼
Re-TROS
Queen Sea Big hark Rebuilding the Rights of Statues are the elephant in the
QSBS is a perfect example of how maturing musically will get
you a long way. Originally formed in 2004 in Beijing, it was
once just a two-piece with the sole aim of making dance rock.
A parade of musicians has come and gone from their roster,
but they managed to release some demos and a couple of
albums that could be compared to the Yeah Yeah Yeahs, B-52s
and Franz Ferdinand. QSBS has shared stages with some of
the greats in their genre, earning sponsorships and touring
around the world. In 2016, they went on to write some pop
hits in that have become jingles to many online videos.

room when it comes to Chinese new wave music, having led
a storied career that includes international touring and working with Brian Eno. Recent work finds the band concerning
themselves with synths and the like, but for me it doesn’t
get much better than the stomping, brooding pulse of their
2009 LP Watch Out! Climate Has Changed, Fat Mum Rises…
Listen to “Up Next: Bela Lugosi’s Back”
by Re-TROS

Listen to “超能力” (Super powers)
by Queen Sea Big Shark

Hector is a good guy living in good ol’ Xi’an
www.xianease.com

37

Travel

Spring Festival
in Pyongyang
Article by John McGovern

I

won’t lie, Chinese New Year has been
good to me over the years. I’ve spent
it with families in different parts of
China, had my fill of jiaozi in northern
Jiangsu, the “ba wan” 8 dishes of meats
and fish in northern Shaanxi and cured
duck and seafood galore in Guangdong. I’ve endured the TV gala and set
off fireworks with friends, and I have
bitten down on coins in my dumplings
which ensure my (as yet still not arrived)
future prosperity. I have had my share of
baijiu too of course.

get to meet your YPT guide and fellow
travellers. We board the afternoon train
and have a chance to get to know each
other over instant noodles and a few
beers before lights out.

Back onto the train we’re now usually
surrounded by North Koreans, and as
the train trundles over the Chinese-Korean Friendship Bridge a sense of trepidation mixed with excitement usually
starts to reach a crescendo! In Korea we
stop in Sinuiju to go through customs.
The guards come on to take our documents and check a few bags. Looking
through people’s cameras they’re often fascinated by photos of our travels, not least if you’ve been to South
Korea. They used to check everyone’s
laptops religiously, but enough gifts of
cigarettes over the years means now it’s
usually limited to the simple question,
“do you have the film The Interview?”
No, all good, on you go!

But one year on the 1st day of the 1st
month in the lunar calendar after a particularly late and baijiu-fuelled night I
was woken at 7am by the firecrackers
just outside my window. And I thought
to myself, “never again!”
Since then I have used Spring Festival
as a good chance to travel outside of
China, but working with Young Pioneer
Tours there’s one place we go to every
year at this time – Pyongyang, and the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
which you’ll probably know as North
Korea.
If, like me, you’re a train enthusiast, the
journey into Pyongyang is actually one
of the highlights! Starting in Beijing you
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change trains, and there’s just enough
time to walk down to the Yalu River
front and catch our first glimpse of
North Korea on the other bank, and see
the “Broken Bridge” which stands halfbombed, the other half having been
destroyed by US bombs during the Korean War.

First thing in the morning we roll into
the border city of Dandong, a fascinating place in its own right. Here we

At lunch time we head to the dinner
car for a sit down Korean meal. Sometimes we’ve tucked into our preliminary
kimchi with a cold Taedonggang beer
xianease

while chatting with the North Korean
volleyball/football/ping-pong
team,
and by now, as we roll through the
bleak, wintery Korean countryside China starts to seem far, far away.
By late afternoon we start to enter
Pyongyang, and the infamous, unfinished Ryumgyong Hotel looms large
like a crashed spaceship from Star Wars
on the horizon. “Welcome to Pyongyang!” We’re greeted by our local Korean guides, who enthusiastically get the
show on the road.
The bus stops near Kim Il Sung Square,
the heart of Pyongyang, and we walk
through the streets, crossing roads in
between trolley buses, and see the
huge Juche Tower on the other side
of the Taedong River, the monument
to North Korea’s own communist ideology. And walking down Ryomyong
Street we head for dinner.

Kim Jong Il to a ride on the Pyongyang
Metro and a simple supermarket full of
locals.
Back in the Rakrang Hotel over a game
of pool or nursing a cold pint, we sit
around and take it all in. This is Pyongyang, this is North Korea. The guides
have high hopes for the future and are
more excitable in recent months. Miss
Li and Miss Pak explain, “in 2018 we
have shown the world that we can be
a friendly and outward looking nation,
and we have shown that the dream of
Korean unification is one of all the people on the Korean peninsula and one
that is in our grasp!”
“Who knows what 2019 will bring…”

John McGovern works for Young Pioneer
Tours, add his WeChat (ID: johnmcgovern)
or send an email to john@youngpioneertours.com if you have any questions about
travel to North Korea and quote the code
XIANEASE20190101 to claim a €50 discount
on any tour in 2019!

It’s cold outside, Beijing levels of cold
minus a couple of extra degrees, so
who wants Pyongyang cold noodles?!
It’s that or bibimbap, and I advise the
noodles every time, the mustard has a
warming sensation and a few glasses
of soju, the very much lighter Korean
equivalent of baijiu, certainly warms
the cockles.
Tomorrow we hit the DMZ on the 38th
parallel, Kaesong old city – the only
place in North Korea not bombed during the Korean War – and then see the
sights of the capital from the famous
huge, bronze statues of Kim Il Sung and
www.xianease.com
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Riddle me this;

When would a little bird help
a little fish?
Article by Xiao Yu Er

December 15th saw Robin Café (知一咖啡馆) opening sooner than expected. Staff worked long
hours, late into the night to make sure everything was ready to host the Charity Auction for
Little Fish.

A

nd yes, fish was on the menu, much to the delight
of the many foreigners who where there for the
event. The British were particularly enthusiastic
about fish & chips being available, saying it was the best
they have had outside of Britain. When I was in Britain
earlier this year, I made it my project to try fish & chips in
as many places as possible, and in my opinion the Fish &
chips at Robin Café is far superior to any I had in the U.K..
Just saying.
But, I digress.
What a wonderful night it was, high quality food and wine was
complimentary, generously provided by Robin café and Orchid
Wine Estate (澳麒酒业).

Other free drinks including a very drinkable fruit tea also seem to
be constantly handed out. Not to worry though, the toilets have
those fancy seat covers that automatically rotate with a clean
plastic cover. Classy.
Two foreign friends, Jeff from the U.S.A. and Jos from Europe,
were busy mixing cocktails all night. They were experimenting
with making a new cocktail especially for Robin Café. Their commitment to this assignment was admirable; they stuck at it all
night with their enthusiasm never wavering. Many people, in the
generous spirit of the event, supported them by offering their
services as taste testers.

Ms Esther Li, a professional erhuist who has developed international recognition, and Mr Liu Mo, founder of Xi’an Mofang Guitar
School of Music and winner of the Quling International Guitar
Competition, volunteered their time and talent for the entertainment of the delighted guests.
Adam, who is from Britain, and a big supporter of Little Fish, was
the Auctioneer for the night. He was obviously having loads of
fun, which was very contagious and there was lots of laughter
throughout the proceedings.

The end result is called ‘Blue Robin’, and is very nice indeed.

Many of the items had been brought to Xi’an from foreign countries especially for the event.

Meanwhile, while guests perused the items available for auction, or bought raffle tickets from the vivacious Julie or Pat from
the U.K., they enjoyed having two talented musicians perform
a unique combination of Chinese and Western chamber music.

A visiting New Zealander brought scarves made in New Zealand
from possum fur and sheep wool. Sydney company, LST Group,
made two unique Sydney Opera House souvenirs in support of
Little Fish. People donated hand made items from Australia, Co-
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lumbia, U.S.A. and China. There were also quite a few children’s
books brought from Australia, the U.K. and the U.S.A.. The Danny Lund framed prints were very popular, raising a significant
amount of money.
The bargain of the night was, two hours of IELTS exam tutoring
by highly qualified and experienced Cambridge scholar, Anna,
for only 500 RMB.
Someone must be ecstatic with that.
Once bidding began, people quickly got into the spirit of things
and competition was entered into with lighthearted enthusiasm.
However, thanks to their generosity, serious money was made for
a very worthy local charity.
Over 26,000 RMB was raised for Little Fish and may more people
learned about the important work Little Fish do.
Little Fish have many projects to help needy people in our community. They give training and support to disabled, orphans, migrant and other marginalized children, helping them live fuller
lives.
Thankyou to everyone who helped to make this event a success
in every way.
Once we recover, let’s do it again!

If you wish to, you can contact Ethan at Little
Fish the following ways;
WeChat: xiaoyuer9gongyi
Phone: (029) 8520 2627
Email: littlefishethan@gmail.com
www.xianease.com
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RHAPSODY IN TIFFANY BLUE:

A XIANEASE GUIDE TO
Article by XIANEASE

Line 4 of the Xi’an Metro is now open! While not quite as expansive as, say, Line 3, any new
subway line is a good (and highly convenient) thing. The addition of the aquamarine-colored
line also means we might even be able to start calling it a subway “system.” Excitement
abounds. So, what’s going on along Line 4? Read on to find out.

TL;DR VERSION
Line 4 runs from Beikezhan (the high-speed rail station) in the north to Hang Tian Xin Cheng (whatever that is) in the south. While
a stop at Beikezhan is super convenient, Hang Tian Xin Cheng joins the roster of other subway terminuses like Baoshuiqu and Houweizhai and Weiqunan as being places you will literally never go. The big revolution that Line 4 will bring is that it connects every
line, and additionally will make some worthwhile destinations in the central/eastern parts of the city easily accessible.
Transfer stations for existing lines are as follows:
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Line 1

- Wu Lu Kou

Line 2

- Beikezhan (shared terminus)
- Xing Zheng Zhong Xin

Line 3

- Da Yan Ta
xianease

8 STOPS WORTH KNOWING
(from north to south)

Bei Ke Zhan (Bei Guang Chang)
(北客站 (北广场))
Where is it?
Way, way up north.
What’s there?
Beikezhan is, as previously mentioned, the Xi’an North
Railway Station, which is the only place in town to get
a high-speed train—rather important if you’re trying to
get the hell out of dodge for a while.
Anything else?
If you live on Line 4’s route then congratulations, you’ve
got a new, highly convenient way to get to the train station. Everyone else will likely have to keep their routine
as usual. Beikezhan is also technically a transfer station,
but if you’re taking Line 2 or Line 4 all the way north to
make a transfer, it’s likely you’ve made a mistake.

Yuan Shuo Lu (元朔路)
Feng Cheng 12 Lu (凤城十二路)
Feng Cheng 9 Lu (凤城九路)
Wen Jing Lu (文景路)

Xing Zheng Zhong Xin
(行政中心)
Where is it?
Also way up north, just not as way up as Beikezhan.
What’s there?
Just a short walk from the station are some places of interest, like a couple
of malls and the City Sports Park, the latter of which is perfect for playing
sports during this smoggy, chilly time of year.
Anything else?
This is a transfer station shared with Line 2, so you might already be familiar
with Xin Zheng Zhong Xin. If you weren’t, now you kind of are.
www.xianease.com
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Shi Zhong Yi Yi Yuan (市中医医院)
Chang Qing Lu (常青路)
Bai Hua Cun (百花村)
Yu Jia Zhai (余家寨)
Da Ming Gong Bei (大明宫北)

Da Ming Gong (大明宫)
Where is it?
Just to the northeast of the city walls.
What’s there?
Da Ming Palace is a cultural heritage site and an enormous
public park.
Anything else?
There are two new stations that go to Da Ming Palace, the
normal station and “Da Ming Palace North,” and which you
get off at depends on what you’re trying to do in the area. If
you’re looking to go to one of the big events they occasionally have there, such as the Strawberry Music Festival, the normal stop will be fine. No more going to An Yuan Gate station
and haggling with tuktuk drivers!

Han Yuan Dian (含元殿)
Huo Che Zhan (火车站)
Wu Lu Kou (五路口)

Da Chai Shi (大差市)
Where is it?
Near the East Gate.
What’s there?
Your typical downtown kind of stuff, but also Yongxing
Square, a food street/night market chockablock with
local snacks and delicacies.
Anything else?
It’s best to check out the food street at night, and
among the many delicacies you can find there you
should definitely check out Shuai Wan Jiu, a bowl of
Chinese liquor that you down and then, according to
tradition, you must smash the bowl on the ground.

He Ping Men (和平门)
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Jianzhukejidaxue·Lijiacun
(建筑科技大学·
李家村)
Where is it?
Let’s just say Yanta North Road.
What’s there?
Everything? The Yanta North Road corridor is often overlooked by anyone who doesn’t live around there, but between the Wanda Plaza, the two electronics markets (SAGA
and Bai Nao Hui) and all of the restaurants and things
around, you can easily spend an afternoon getting productive on your errands list.
Anything else?
This entry is for two different stations, but they’re both in
the same general area. Go to Heping Gate if you need to be
closer to downtown, go to Lijiacun if you need something
done at one of the electronics markets or want to hang
around the Architecture University or something.

Da Yan Ta (大雁塔)
Where is it?
Next to the Dayanta
What’s there?
The Dayanta; also, hamburgers and beer (Xian Brewery and Westhouse, though there are many other kinds of restaurants
around).
Anything else?
PAGODA. This station is a transfer with Line 3. Always keep it in the back of your mind that around holidays or other
times when there’s potential for a people mountain people sea in Xi’an this station is usually closed, so plan accordingly.

www.xianease.com

45

Community

Da Tang Fu Rong Yuan (大唐芙蓉园)
Where is it?
Southeast of the Dayanta.
What’s there?
A surprising amount. Besides the park itself, highlights
include the Gran Melia hotel and the Qujiang Bookstore.
There’s a lot of work being done to this area and new
bars and restaurants are popping up all the time.
Anything else?
Nah, not really. That’s the gist of it.

Qu Jiang Chi Xi (曲江池西)
Jin Hu Tuo (金滹沱)
Hangtian Da Dao (航天大道)
Feitian Lu (飞天路)
Dong Chang An Jie (东长安街)

Shenzhou Da Dao (神州大道)
Where is it?
Way down in Chang’an County, on the border between Chang’an County
and Qujiang.
What’s there?
If you love towers but hate crowds, the tower and surrounding park down
here makes for a great off-the-beaten-path day trip.
Anything else?
Nope.
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Hangtian Dong Lu (航天东路)
Hangtian Xin Cheng (航天新城)

Any interesting places you can get to by subway that we didn’t mention? Let us know at xianease@xianease.com!

www.xianease.com
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High
Score
Article by Lawrence McCarthy

V

aalumXlichtin seated himself at his
console in the largest electronic
sports arena in Seventh Greatfungus.
He didn’t want to spatter tentacles with the
likes of FossisDoobn, but protocol was protocol. The referee gave the usual patter and
message from the sponsor – a company that
made pore-purging devices – and then The
Game began in a loud hiss of applause.

often saw scores in the billions?

On his own turn, VaalumSchlichtin seized
control of one among a number of settled
factions among a complex of rivers. He
guided his chosen faction into a viciously
militaristic frame of mind, subjugated its
neighbors and subjected them to an eight
hundred sunturn (there was only one sun
in the simworlds of the simrilqs, for the sake
FossisDoobn took the first turn, which gave of programming simplicity) reign of terror,
VaalumXlichtin time to survey the computer provoking rebellion after rebellion by his
generated world. Two major land masses, al- cruelty and skinning rebels alive at a rate of
though one portion of the larger was joined thousands a moonturn.
to the rest by so narrow a bridge that it was
practically a third. At that early stage of the Then it was FossisDoobn’s turn again. Vaalgame, most of the simrilqs were hunter gath- umXlichtin could have laughed—he reerers, but there was one roughly triangular peated his earlier move, forcing a coalition
piece of the largest landmass, just south of of violent nomads together and descending
the largest mountain range in the game, upon the the cities of the Fertile Crescent.
where they had developed a civilization.
VaalumXlichtin had a doubting moment
Granaries, priests, decorative beads, that
when he saw that FossisDoobn had managed
kind of thing.
to pull off the trick of teaching his tribal warFossisDoobn took the predictable path of riors to ride one of the computer generated
taking control of the largest nearby hunter animals that also dwelled in this simworld,
tribe, violently forcing a number of other but not to worry – his own plan worked wontribes into a coalition and then slaughtering derfully. His vicious, militaristic civilization
that had racked up so many points for him
the settled folk.
went on to defeat FossisDoobn’s barbarian
Pah! VaalumXlichtin rasped in contempt. invasion, reducing his score that turn to a
What were these few tens of thousands of relative handful of battle casualties.
points, in a Game in which the final round
It was a good move, and earned a prolonged
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hiss from the audience.
On his own second turn, VaalumXlichtin resumed control of the same state, led it on
a campaign of bloody conquest, then engineered its sudden collapse into anarchy
before yielding his turn.
This proved to be another good move. FossisDoobn attempted to exploit the anarchy
by guiding one of the warring factions on
a conquering spree, but so violent was the
state of things that by doing so he actually
reduced the amount of violent simrilq death.
Before long, FossisDoobn was forced to end
his turn having conquered his way to a vast,
fat, decadent empire, ripe for the conquest.
VaalumXlichtin happily obliged, taking the
opportunity play the barbarian invaders
himself. He took a semi-barbarian, warlike
simrilq faction and forced a nearby group of
island city states under his dominion, then
raised their kind into the greatest simrilq
warriors the simworld had yet known. Then
slash and burn, pillage and slay, millions of
points. Lovely. The only downside was that
his wonderfully violent King died young.
The crowd hissed, because he had pulled
off the neat trick of killing a huge number
of people but leaving his opponent with a
relatively stable world. FossisDoobn would
be hard pressed to get a megascore out of
xianease

the culturally similar successors to VaalumXlichtin’s empire.

Close to the root, VaalumXlichtin, close to lion simrilqs.
the root.
Next, he had to strike at the root of their
But then the crowd hissed again, this time for He worked through artists and poets, giv- behaviors. The root of their behaviors was
FossisDoobn. VaalumXlichtin clicked – his op- ing simrilqs all over the simworld irrational epistemology. Control how they decided beponent really was good at the military stuff. attachments to their tribes, made them so tween truth and falsehood, and every idea
Choosing a simrilq city to the west seemingly proud of their fellows that they would rather and action would be his.
at random, he built his chosen state into a die than see a tribesman embarrassed.
Working through simrilq artists and spies,
frighteningly efficient military machine and
led it on the largest, longest, most sustained Then he set them against each other, and he taught them that a spatter of colors
conquering spree the game had yet seen, great was the bloodshed. The simrilqs had was great art. Through simrilq musicians
then redoubled his skill by deliberately weak- learned how to burn carbon for power, and he taught the tragedy and ultimate futility
ening the resulting empire so that it fell to had weapons that killed thousands at a time. of life. Through imagineers he taught that
Soon, VaalumXlichtin was winning points by the commerce which so enriched was in
barbarians.
the million. Even better, he compressed the fact evil, because although everyone benHiss, hiss, hiss. Millions of points.
fighting into a tiny area of the simworld and efited, they did not benefit equally. Through
made sure that poets and dreamers wit- their entertainers he taught them they were
That placed FossisDoobn in the lead, and nessed it.
powerless to solve their problems, but could
VaalumXlichtin in much the same situation
only wait upon heroes. Above all, through
as he had earlier placed his opponent, of By the end of his turn, VaalumXlichtin was their philosophers he taught them that their
having no choice but to restore order, re- well in the lead and had left the world hating simworld was inherently unknowable and
duce bloodshed and so come away with a war more than anything.
irrational. He even propagated among some
very limited score.
of them them the notion that their world
Let FossisDoobn get a high score out of that,
was a simulation, notwithstanding that by
With a nervous quiver of the bile sac, Vaal- if he could!
coincidence this was true.
umXlichtin realized he was gnawing his
He
could.
VaalumXlichtin’s
beak
went
dry
as
tentacles.
When the simrilqs were all thoroughly conhe watched his opponent guide a simrilq of
fused, he introduced to them great tribal
He stopped gnawing and started playing. He incredible persuasive power to leadership
leaders. The things they said did not make
could do this. The key was to aim for the root of a tribe, then – with incredible military
sense, but that no longer mattered. Through
of their behavior. At this stage of develop- skill – guide that tribe into a war of stuntwo great leaders he separated the simulatment, that meant ideology.
ning magnitude. The other tribes defeated
ed billions into two huge coalitions, armed
the conquerors in the end, but not before
now with weapons that could kill millions at
Simrilqs shared a strange tendency to be- FossisDoobn had leaped into the lead.
the click of a button.
lieve the products of their own imaginations
were real. VaalumXlichtin found one with a It was VaalumXlicthtin’s turn. It was the final
For all the simrilqs had to lose in the wealthy
particularly active imagination and told its turn of the game, and he was losing.
simworld, VaalumXlichtin knew that counted
fellows that the creator of their world (Buulnow for little. The world was ripe for fire. All
mHamamo? Haha! Poor things!) wanted He could do it. His strategy was risky, but
it would take was an arrest here, an insult
he
could
do
it.
them to conquer it, enslaving or killing all
there, and the burning would begin.
who opposed them.
To kill simrilqs, first he had to increase their
His bile sac burbled happily.
The result wasn’t great – unavoidably, his population as much as possible. In the afterfollowers did a good deal of restoring order math of the terrible war he guided the world
whether they wanted to or not – but it put into ever increasing freedom and peace.
Lawrence McCarthy is from England and is the
Violent and dictatorial tribes turned one by
the score about level.
one into cosmopolitan traders. Before long,
author of two novels, including Kung Fu Jesus.
After a few hundred years of carnage, Fos- the simworld teemed with over seven bilsisDoobn led some of the more highly developed simrilqs into the ocean, discovering the
whole simworld in a few hundred sunturns.
It was an excellent move, placing FossisDoobn well in the lead. The simrilqs in the places
discovered were subject to all kinds of diseases that the discoverers were not, on top
of which the discoverers took the chance,
even without FossisDoobn’s command, to
conquer and enslave wherever they could.
Hiss, hiss, hiss. Hundreds of millions of points
for FossisDoobn.
What was worse, all this discovery and looting and shipbuilding produced a world that,
despite the bloodshed that had gone into
creating it, was more wealthy and peaceful
than it had ever been before.
VaalumXlichtin had his work cut out for him.
www.xianease.com
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PIGGISH
HOROSCOPES
Article By Tim King

Spring Festival, otherwise referred to
as Chinese New Year, is right around
the corner. 2019 will be the Year of
the Pig, the twelfth and final year
in the latest cycle of the Chinese
Zodiac. Pigs are generally representative of happiness, honesty, sincerity,
bravery and wealth; on the flip side,
they also symbolize stubbornness,
naivety, self-indulgence. For you Pigs
out there (those born in 1959, 1971,
1983, 1995, 2007, etc.) you’ll be entering your ben ming nian (本命年),
or “circle year.” In a circle year, your
animal is “offending” a deity called
Tai Sui, so you may be affected by his
curses. Bummer.

50

Usually my Chinese Zodiac articles are focused on the specific Zodiac
Animal of the Year, but this year I’ve decided to spread the wealth to
the other animals in the pantheon and provide horoscopes for all twelve
of them. My research involved taking a day off and heading into the
countryside, where I and a crack team of astrologists that Xianease
Magazine keeps on retainer (who I definitely didn’t make up) rented
a pig and made him interact with each of the other eleven animals of
the Chinese Zodiac. These are our findings.

RAT

OX

Upon meeting our pig, the Rat did what
rats do, which is to get on its hind legs
and sniff around. When he noticed that
the pig was staring straight at him, he
panicked and hid near the pig’s trough.
This was a win-win for the rat, who felt
safe and was also privy to a treasure
trove of things to steal and eat. We interpreted this to mean that those born
in a Year of the Rat can expect a prosperous year.

The pig and the ox are both farm animals, entirely used to one another’s
whole deal, and as such did not produce any interesting interactions. Thus,
we felt that this meant 2019 would be
a generally fine year for all oxen.

xianease

TIGER

It seems that the pig did not
appreciate just how much
effort it took to get a live tiger into his pen. Pigs are anecdotally famous for having
a sense of their own mortality, and so ours immediately
began freaking out. Luckily
for him, we’d fed the tiger
prior to their meeting, so he
was in no actual danger. This, we assume, is a sign that in
2019 all tigers should learn to get along better with others.

RABBIT

The total opposite of our
tiger experiment, the rabbit was the one to be
afraid at first. After a short
while, the rabbit eventually
calmed down and became
good friends with the pig,
even going so far as to hop
online and buy a timeshare
together. In 2019, other rabbits should follow suit by being
less wary and forging new and beneficial relationships.

MONKEY

Interactions between the
monkey and the pig were
cold at first, that is until the
monkey spoke. “Hey, were
you traveling around India
around the year 627?” he
asked. The pig responded,
“I was, why do you ask?”
The monkey then put on a
crown and said, “Zhu Bajie! It’s me! Sun Wukong!” After their tearful reunion, they
both reared up and kung fu’d the hell out of one of our
researchers. Just like the Monkey King himself, monkeys can
expect a year of spiritual transformation in 2019.

ROOSTER

DRAGON

Dragons, as we all know,
are not real. For our experiments, we had to substitute
a living, breathing dragon
with a statue we bought
in the Muslim District. Our
swine remained calm when
the dragon entered the pen
and, so moved, the dragon
decided that 2019 would
be a good time to be similarly calm and reconsider their life.

SNAKE

Things were tense at first
between the snake and
the pig. Tensions thawed
when the snake produced
a shiny red apple and said,
“Come on. You know you
want it.” The pig then ate
the apple and became suddenly ashamed that he was
naked. As with our apple serpent, communication and persuasion will be key for a snake’s success in 2019.

Our rooster started things
off by strutting around
acting like he owned the
place, much to the pig’s
dismay, who thought they
would be farmhouse bros
like they always had been
in the past. In 2019, roosters will have to try not to
be cocks and focus on
strengthening their relationships both old and
new.

DOG

Dogs are generally bundles
of energy, and our puppy
subject was no exception.
She spent a few minutes
sniffing around and checking things out before getting bored and trying to
escape. She tried to enlist
the pig’s help, but the pig’s
calm complacency meant
he wouldn’t be part of the
plan. In 2019, dogs should focus their boundless energy on
worthwhile projects, and learn to recognize when they need
to push forward by themselves.

PIG

GOAT

The goat started his time
with the pig by running
around the pen, hitting
things with its horns and
eating an aluminum can,
as is his wont. Feeling fatigued from a morning of
strange animal pairings,
we took a cigarette break.
When we returned, we found the two animals spooning.
Goats are generally the red-headed step children of the Chinese Zodiac, since their circle years are considered horrifically
inauspicious; however, our experiment indicates that in 2019,
goats will finally get lucky.
www.xianease.com

As previously mentioned, pigs are in their circle year and,
thus, are cursed. Get your red panties ready to ward off bad
luck and misfortune.

Are you doing anything special during the Year of the Pig?
Let us know at xianease@xianease.com
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Buy - Sell - Trade?
Post it here for free!
Contact: tim.king@xianease.com

Looking for that
great summer body
or a new fitness
challenge?

I am a qualified personal trainer and I
focus on one on one classes. The classes
will be in a gym along with a personalized exercise program created by me.
I will find affordable gyms in your area
for you to choose from, or if you already
have a membership I will join your gym
and train you.
I am Chinese but can speak English
well.
Please add this WeChat
if you are interested: janihaupt or call
18740405823

Hi, are you
looking for a
Chinese tutor?
Let me help
you with that
My name is Bonnie, I live in Xi’an and
I’m looking to teach oral (non-regional
accent) Chinese on a one-to-one basis. I
am interested in working with students
at basic to intermediate levels.
I possess fluent English skills (speaking/
writing), so I will be most helpful to
Mandarin beginners, children or adults.
I am available Monday to Friday. Preferably in the mornings.

Need a taxi?
We have a family friend with a taxi that
can arrange your pick-up to and from
the airport as well as to the Terra Cotta
Warriors, Famen Temple and any other
place you want to go.
Please book at least 24 hours in advance
and let us know if you need a receipt.
Airport drop-off / pick-up is RMB 140
To make reservations or for more information, contact them at 131-5216-5813

Tortillas and more!

Xiao Mu makes tortillas, cakes and
other high quality baked goods for
the local and expat communities.
Please contact her to order and arrange for delivery (free over 100 yuan)
at: 151-9168-8611(phone/text) or
muhuifang10 (Wechat)

21g Sugar
we are not professional but we love
to bake! We can make birthday cake/
cookie/cup cake. Come and try the
taste of happiness.
Wechat: NLABGKW

Reasonable charge. Each student gets
free trial lesson.
Email: 1225057787@qq.com
Wechat: 18092659160

Want to get paid
to eat?
Lost Plate Food Tours is looking
for a passionate and hard-working
foodie to manage their Xian
operations. This full-time position
offers a competitive salary with
bonus and a flexible working
environment. Chinese and English
fluency are required. More info at
http://lostplate.com/hiring or
by email at ruixi@lostplate.com.
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Thai Cooking & Mixology Class at Thai Flavours
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Open Eat Opening Party

www.xianease.com
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Xi’an Scene

A date with the real Finland Santa Claus
@ Marriott Hacker-Pschorr
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Lianbang Dental Event

Lafonce Grand Opening

WWW.XIANEASE.COM
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Nightlife - Entertainment / Cafes

We have lots more listings online. Either use your smart phone and scan the QR code
or go to www.xianease.com/xianguide to check them all out!!!

Entertainment ·

181-9200-7980
Hours: 3:00pm - 2:00am

Bars

De Fu Lou Cafe & Bar
德福楼

F7 #39 De Fu Xiang (Bar Street)

Ktv

·

Brewery
仙麦鲜酿啤酒
H11 #9 Yannan 1 Lu, Man Di Guang
Chang Xi Ce
雁南一路9号曼蒂广场西侧

南门里德福巷39号

·MC麦坊酒廊

MC Whiskey & Cocktail Bar

Phone: (029) 8955 7872
Hours: 10:00pm - Midnight

C8 #19, Laodong Nan Lu.

The Belgian Bar
杰诺比利时酒吧
F7 #69 Shun Cheng Nan Lu (East
Side Inside The South Gate)

Phone: 132-0183-6996
Hours: 8:00pm - 2:00am

·

南门里顺城南路69号

Phone: (029) 8726 4019
Hours: 12noon - 2:00am

·

Red Chairman
朱雀门精酿
B11 East of Wanda One, Keji 7
Road and Gaoxin Road Intersection,
Gaoxin District.
高新区科技七路与高新路交汇
处 万达ONE东侧

Phone: 173-8918-4652
Hours: 5:00pm - 1:00am

·

Phone: (029) 8721 0025
Hours: 10:00pm - 2:00am

Fantasy KTV
真爱范特西KTV
J7 #159, Xingqing Nan Lu
碑林区兴庆南路159号

Phone: (029) 8813 1234

莲 Lotus
North of Starbucks, South Gate
of Tang Paradise, Qujiang District
曲江大唐芙蓉园南门星巴克
北侧

Phone: (029) 8966 0066
Hours: 11:00am - Midnight

·

Leban 乐班

A12 NO.4 Tangyan Nan Lu,

Restaurants

High-tech Zone.

Cafes

Phone: (029) 6861 1082
Hours: 8:00am - 11:00pm

F7 G/F Block B, Chang’an Metropolis

曲江新区慈恩路66号

Olive Cafe 橄榄咖啡
5 South Jinhua Lu, East of Xi’an,
University of Technology East Gate
Footbridge

Phone: (029) 6568 6568
Hours: 8:00pm - Midnight

金花南路5号理工大学东门过街
天桥对面

西安市劳动南路19号
(劳动南路与高新路十字东北角)

·H10

·K7

Mix Bar 迷吧
#66 Cien Road, Qujiang
New District

·

Hours: 9:00am - 11:00pm
Phone: (029) 6224 9208

Malt Hall Craft Beer
麦芽堂精酿啤酒餐吧
A11 Xiang Shu Jie Qu, Southwest
Corner of Fenghui Nan Lu and Keji 6
Lu Intersection, Gaoxin District

Sculpting in Time
雕刻时光

高新区沣惠南路与科技六路十
字西南角橡树街区（百事特威
酒店楼下)

雁塔区师大路41号2楼 (外国语
大学正门往东100米)

Phone: (029) 8845 6484

·

Spacious and comfortable cafe

I7 NO.41,Shida Road,Yanta District
Phone: (029) 8522 8182

·A7

U-Café 优咖啡
2F, Block B, Jing Xin
Business Square, #19, Dazhai Lu,
Yanta District.

雁塔区大寨路19号晶鑫商业广
场B座2F

Phone: (029) 8133 8869
Hours: 11:00am - 9:30pm

Western

·

Isola del Nord
Italian Restaurant
Isola del Nord
意大利餐厅
Isola del Nord is one of those places that
once you set foot in you realize that you
are in for a good meal.

F5 11F, K.I.Tower, 1 Xihuamen
西安市西华门凯爱大厦11层

Phone: (029) 8720 1501/1502
Hours: 11:30am - 3:00pm (L.O. 2:00pm)
5:30pm - 10:00pm (L.O. 9:15pm)

唐延南路4号 绿地笔克国际会
展中心 乐班餐厅

center, No.88 Nanguan Zheng Street
Beilin District

碑林区南关正街88号长安国际
广场B座G层

Phone: (029) 8765 1617
Hours: 9:00am - 11:00pm

I11 B1, No.1 Building, Jinying Plaza,
Furong South Road, Qujiang District
曲江新区芙蓉南路芙蓉新天地1
号楼负一层

Phone: (029) 8983 2611
Hours: 9:00am - 11:00pm
1st Floor Greenland Bin Fen Hui Mall,
Jinye Road
高新区丈八二路与锦业路十字
东北角

Phone: (029) 8115 1281
Hours: 8:00am - 10:00pm

K11 No.61 LG, QuJiang Creative Circle, YanXiang Road, Qujiang District

曲江新区雁翔路3369号曲江创
意谷LG-61号

Phone: (029) 8550 4064
Hours: 8:00am - 11:00pm

·

Westhouse Kitchen & Bar
西屋
A6-1-10105 Xin Le Hui, Great Tang
All Day Mall Southeaast Corner of
Big Wild Goose Pagoda South Square
大雁塔南广场东南角大唐不夜
城 新乐汇A6-1-10105（必
胜客东）

Phone: (029) 8983 3943
Hours: 11:00am - Midnight

·

·F5

Hacker - PschorrBrauhaus
德国赫佰仕啤酒坊

地铁二号线北大街站C出口
B1层

西安高新区高新四路16号

Burger King 汉堡王
B1, Exit C, Bei Da Jie
Stop, Subway Line 2

Phone:(029) 8738 8321
Hours: 8:00am - 10:00pm
www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com
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B9 No. 16 Gaoxin 4 Lu,
Gaoxin District

Phone: (029) 6568 2399
Hours: 11:30am - Midnight
www.hacker-pschorr-brauhaus.com
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Restaurants / Shopping

·

DÚO Spanish Authentic
Cuisine
DÚO 西班牙主题餐厅
I11 No. 1666 Qujiangchi Xi Lu, Qu
Jiang New District
曲江新区曲江池西路1666号

Phone: (029) 6821 6666 / 6825
Hours: 11:30am - 2:00pm
5:30pm - 10:00pm

·

Fanier 费尼餐厅

·

Inimitable Restaurant
旺角创意餐厅
Japanese cuisine; BBQ; Dessert.

A11 Block C, Wangzuo Xian Dai
Cheng, Keji 5 Lu, Gaoxin
科技五路旺座现代城C座
Phone: (029) 8878 5478
Hours: 11:00am - 2:00pm
5:00pm - 9:30pm

Authentic American Restaurant
Burgers, Pasta, Brunch and MORE!

Korean

F10 7F, Saga International Shopping

Tudari 土大力
2F, INTIME Shopping Mall, #48
Xida Jie

Center, Xiao Zhai, Xi’an

西安赛格国际购物中心七层

Phone: (029) 8932 9216
Hours: 10:00am - 9:30pm

·

Dolce Vita
罗马假日意大利餐厅

G5 319 Dongxin Jie
西安市东新街319号
Phone: (029) 8792 8888 Ext. 4018
Hours: 11:30am - 2:30pm (Lunch)
5:30pm - 10:00pm (Dinner)

D3 1F, East gate of G Park, No.22,
Xing Huo Road.
星火路22号老城根G-Park东门北
侧1层32号

Phone: (029) 6569 5601
Hours: 10:30am - 10:30pm

·

BanToo
班图南非红酒西餐厅
A12 2F, Bolck B, Ling Hai Da Sha, Lv
Di, No.1, Jin Ye Road.
锦业路1号绿地领海大厦B座2楼
Phone: (029) 6236 5323
Hours: 10:00am - 11:00pm

·F6

西大街48号银泰广场2楼

Phone: (029) 8727 1264
Hours: 11:00am - 11:00pm

Chinese

·G6

醉长安
#56, Shu Yuan Gate.

书院门56号

Phone: (029) 8728 1828
Hours: 11:00am - 9:00pm

Thai Food

·

Thai Flavours
泰极香珑
D3 G Park #47,Xinghuo Road,
Lianhu District
星火路22号老城根G-Park1层
Phone: (029) 6569 5868
Hours: 11:00am - Midnight (Weekdays)
11:00am - 2:00am (Weekends)

Vegetarian

Pizza
L’acquolina in bocca
阿果里呐

Phone: (029) 8526 6880
Hours: 11:00am - 9:00pm

·

B12 #5 Taibai Nan Lu, Zi Wei Shang

Ceng, 2nd, east building, shop
no.20107

高新区太白南路5号紫薇尚层东
2号楼20107

Phone: (029) 8889 4573
Hours: 11:00am - 8:00pm (Sunday off)

Japanese

·

Ole’ 精品超市
B1, Wang Fu Jiang Bai Huo, #88,
Nan Guan Zheng Jie.
南关正街88号王府井百货B1层
Phone: (029) 8765 1821

雁塔西路1号

·

Hotpot

·H10

Hai Di Lao 海底捞
#11, South of Yanta Lu

雁塔路南段11号

Phone: (029) 8553 6971
Hours: 10:30am - 3:00am
B8 3F, Gao Ke Buliding, #1 Gaoxin
4 Lu

Mai Restaurant
舞亚洲餐厅
H11 #66 Cien Road, Qujiang New
District
曲江新区慈恩路66号

·F7

Phone: (029) 8836 1337
Hours: 10:30am - 3:00am

Metro 麦德龙超市

Western Supermarket located next to
the TV tower in the South of Xi’an. This
is one of the best places in Xi’an to
purchase imported food such as cheese,
beer, wine, meats and those hard to find
ingredients.

F12 #86 Chan’ an Road, 50 meters
to the TV Tower

长安南路86号，临近电视塔

Shopping Centers

·

Ginwa Shopping Center
世纪金花购物中心
F6 #1 Xida Jie next to the Bell Tower

dessert
Godiva 歌帝梵
1F, Block A, Ginwa, No.336, East
of Huan Cheng South Road.
环城南路东段336号世纪金花A

60
60

Shopping
·F7

高新四路1号高科广场3楼

Phone: (029) 6568 6568
Hours: 11:30am - 2:00pm
5:30pm - 10:00pm

Phone: (029) 8935 8615
Hours: 10:00am - 10:00pm

Foreign Goods

·

Tianlong Vegetarian
天龙宝严素食馆
G10 #1 Yanta Xi Lu

座1层G1区

西大街1号钟鼓楼广场

Phone: (029) 6296 1099
Hours: 10:00am - 10:00pm

Tea Markets

·

Ren He Tea Market
人和茶叶市场
#101 Changle Zhong Road
长乐中路101号

Clothing Markets

·

Bai Hui Market
百汇市场
F9 Bai Hui Market, Chang’an Lu
长安中路 百汇市场

Sporting Goods

·

DECATHLON
迪卡侬 (南二环店)
D9 Opposite of Xidian University
North Gate,Tai Bai lu Kou, South 2rd
Ring Road.
南二环太白路口(西安电子科技
大学北门对面)

Phone: (029) 6282 6888

·

Five Ring Outlets
五环工厂店
C9 #18 Gaoxin Lu
高新路18号

Phone: (029) 8763 1708

J7 South of Er Huan Dong Lu

C9 #55 Keji Road

东二环与咸宁西路交叉十字

科技路55号
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Shopping / Health

Health Good

朱雀大街西安体育学院后门对面

Lao Bai Xing Medicine Store
老百姓大药房
F5 Bei Da Jie Intersection

Health & Fitness

北大街十字

·

·

Phone: (029) 8721 1888

Appliance Center

·

Suning Home Appliance
苏宁电器
F5 #23 Lianhu Lu

Gym

The Fairway Place, Xi’an Marriott Executive
Apartments
西安万豪行政公寓
B9 No.16 Gaoxin 4 Lu, Gaoxin District
西安市高新区高新四路16号

Megafit Fitness Center
美格菲
Providing top quality equipment, with
international standards of management.

C9 #3 Gao Xin Lu
高新路3号

Phone: (029) 6866 9999
Web: www.meaxian.com
www.cn.meaxian.com（中文）

·

Gran Meliá Xian
西安盛美利亚酒店

Phone: (029) 8823 6688

The First Spanish Hotel in Xian.

Phone: (029) 8731 9196
Hours: 9:30am - 7:00pm

Hotels

Jiang New District, Xi’an

Furniture Market

Grand Hyatt Xi’an
西安君悅酒店
A13 No.12 Jinye Road, High Tech
Zone, Xi’an, Shaanxi 710077, P.R.C.

莲湖路23号

·

IKEA
宜家家居
Southeast Corner of San Qiao
Overpass,San Qiao Xin Jie.
三桥新街三桥立交东南角

Phone: 400-800-2345

·

Da Ming Gong Furniture
Center
大明宫建材家具城
#180 Tai Hua Bei Road
太华北路180号

Phone: (029) 8811 6666
Hours: 9:30am - 6:00pm

Antique Markets

·

I11 No.1666 Qujiang West Road, Qu
曲江新区曲江池西路1666号

·

Citadines Gaoxin Xi’an

Phone: (029) 8811 1234
Web: lemeridien.com/xianchanba

A8 No.200 Tuanjie South Road, Yanta

·

Citadines Xingqing Palace Xi’an

Le Méridien Xi’an, Chanba Is Set To Spark
Creativity And Discovery For Creative and
Curious -Minded Travellers

西安馨乐庭兴庆宫服务公寓

6 West Section, Euro-Asia Avenue,
Chanba Ecological District, Xi’an
710021, China

Phone: (029) 8338 0588

TianYu Fields
International Hotel
天宇菲尔德国际大酒店
No.239, Sheng Zhou 3 Road, Aerospace Economic and Technological
Development Zone

Phone: (029) 6879 8888
Web: lemeridien.com/xianchanba

·

Book Shop

西安市航天经济技术开发区神
舟三路239号

Qu Jiang Book Store
曲江书城
I11 Fu Rong Xin Tian Di, #1,Fu Rong
South Road, Qu Jiang New District.

Phone: (029) 8925 6666
Web: www.fields-hotel.com

·

曲江新区芙蓉南路1号芙蓉新
天地

Phone: (029) 8955 8183

·

Bell Tower Book Store
钟楼新华书店
G6 #337 East Avenue
东大街377号
Phone: (029) 8721 6194

Plant Market

·

Yanta Flower Market
小雁塔苗圃市场
F8 Zhuque Avenue
www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com

Distirct.

Phone: (029) 6800 8899

新城区安仁坊八仙庵

南门里书院门

西安中建馨乐庭高新服务公寓

西安市雁塔区团结南路200号

Le Meridien Xi’an
Chanba
西安浐灞艾美酒店

中国西安浐灞生态区欧亚大道
西段6号

·

·

Citadines
西安馨乐庭服务公寓

陕西省西安市高新区锦业路
12号

Ba Xian An Antique Market
八仙庵古玩市场
I6 Ba Xian An, An Ren Fang, Bei Lin
District
Shu Yuan Gate
书院门
F7 Shu Yuan Gate Inside South Gate

Phone: (029) 6821 6666
Book on line at granmelia.cn

J7 #159 Xingqing Lu, Beilin District
西安市碑林区兴庆路159号

·F9

西安皇冠假日酒店
No.1, Zhu Que Zhong
Road, Beilin District.
西安市碑林区朱雀中路1号

Phone: (029) 8866 9289
www.crowneplaza.com

·

The Westin Xian
西安威斯汀大酒店
For a better you! Enter a Westin® hotel,
and you’ll immediately notice how good
it feels to be here.

H11 #66 Cien Road, Qujiang New
District
曲江新区慈恩路66号

Phone: (029) 6568 6568
People’s Grand Xian
G5 319 Dongxin Jie
西安市东新街319号
Phone: (029) 8792 8888

·
·

Somerset
西安盛捷新地城
服务公寓
E9 No.64 The West
Section of South 2nd Ring
Road, Yanta District.
碑林区南二环西段64号

Phone: (029) 8790 9888

·

Novotel Xian SCPG
西安印力诺富特酒店
It’s a lot better at Novotel!

F1 33 Weiyang Road, Xi’an.
西安市未央路33号

Phone: (029) 8626 8888

Crowne Plaza Xi’an

·

Wanke Mansion
万科公馆
4F, Wanke Jin Yu Guo Ji, Keji 3 Road
and Gaoxin 1 Road Intersection
西安市高新区科技三路与
高新一路交汇处 万科金域国际
4层会所

Phone: (029) 6337 3710

·

Hilton Xi’an High-tech Zone
西安万达希尔顿酒店
A10 22 Feng Hui South Road, Gao
Xin District, Xi’an
西安市高新区沣惠南路22号

Phone: (029) 6858 8888
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Education / Medical / Services

Spas

·I11

YHI SPA 怡水疗
No. 1666 Qujiangchi Xi Lu,
Qujiang New District
曲江新区曲江池西路1666号

A14 New Industrial Park of Xi’an HiTech Development Zone, Xi’an
西安市高新区新型工业园

Office Phone: (029) 8569 1659
(English & Chinese & Korean)

Phone: (029) 6821 6636

Email: admissions@xhisid.com
Web: www.xhisid.com

Real Love Spa
真爱年华洗浴广场
E8 #38, Middle of Zhuque Da Jie

Medical

朱雀大街中段38号

Dentists

·

Phone: (029) 6821 6636

Education
Language Study

·

Faithful Language School
信德国际培训中心
A place where your language dreams
come true.
We offer you: Professional teachers who
suit your learning style; Effective teaching
methods that are customized to your
needs. A relaxed learning atmosphere
and flexible study times; Understanding
Chinese Culture through diverse activities;
Year round language student visa and
English teacher visa; and Continued
Helpfulness that will make your daily
life simpler.

F12 No.2, Zhangba Dong Lu, Yanta
District
雁塔区丈八东路2号

Phone: (029) 8545 7678
Web: www.faithchina.com

International
Schools

·

Xi’an International School
西安国际学校
C12 #5 Zi Wu Da Dao, Yanta District
雁塔区子午大道5号

Phone: (029) 8533 5014
www.xianinternationalschool.com
For more information contact:
reception@xianinternationalschool.
com or call (029) 8533 5014

·

Xi’an Hanova International
School
西安汉诺威国际学校
Hanova International School, 188
Yudou Lu, Yanta District, Xi’an
雁塔区鱼斗路188号

Office Phone: (029) 8869 3780
Email: zena.yang@his-xian.com
Web: www.his-xian.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
Hanovalntl

·

U-Dental
优德口腔
A8 Southwest Corner of Hui Feng
South Road and Da Zhai Road
Intersection, Yanta District.
雁塔区沣惠南路与大寨路十字
西南角（地铁3号线延平门站D1
口向北600米）

Phone: (029) 8889 9111

·

Lianbang Dental Hospital
联邦口腔
H5 9F, Chao Yang Xin Shi
Jie, Outside Chao Yang Gate (Exit A,
Chao Yang Men Stop, Subway line1)
朝阳门外东北角朝阳新世界9层

Phone: (029) 8360 0666
H5 Apartment 2, Wanda Square,
Jiefang Lu.
解放路万达广场2号公寓

Phone: (029) 8738 3568
(029) 8728 8109
E-mail:1154021996@qq.com
Web: www.kqbj.cn

·

Gao Xin Jiangxin Dental Clinic
高新江欣口腔
C9 100 meters north of
intersection of Gaoxin Lu and Keji Lu
高新路科技路十字北100米路东

Phone: 186-2928-2797

·

Gao Xin Wenxin Dental Clinic
高新文信口腔
B12 North west corner
of Taibai Lu & Zhangba Dong Lu.
太白路丈八东路十字西北角

Phone: 181-8918-9868

Xi’an Gaoxin Hospital

西安高新医院
A9 #16 Tuanjie Nan Lu, Gaoxin
District
高新区团结南路16号

Phone: (029) 8833 0116
Web: www.gxyy.net

·

Shaanxi Traditional Chinese
Medicine Hospital
陕西中医医院

XHIS delivers international education
through IB/AP programms for students
from 3 years old to 18 years old.

F6 #2 Xi Hua Men, Bei Da Jie
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莲湖区北大街西华门

Phone: 029 - 8721 3310

Bauhinia Dance Studio
紫荆舞蹈艺术工作室
A9 Room1007, Jie Zuo Plaza, Southwest Corner of Ke Ji Road and Feng
Hui South Road Intersection, Gaoxin
高新区沣惠南路与科技路十字
西南角天地源. 杰座广场1007室

Phone: 153-0920-7633

·

IT Services

Professional hardware
and software computer
network maintenance and trouble shooting, offering one-time, monthly, or annual
maintenance on all existing network
types.

·H5

Lianbang Yoga
9F, Chang Yang Xin Shi Jie,
Outside Chao Yang Gate (Exit A, Chao
Yang Men Stop, Subway line1)
朝阳门外东北角朝阳新世界9层

Phone: (029) 8360 0666

·

Fairy Waxing Workshop
爱·指尖
3F, Han Shen Shopping
Mall, Feng Cheng 7 Road
and Wen Jing Road Intersection, Wei Yang District.
未央区凤城七路与文景
路十字汉神购物广场
三楼南区

Phone: 187-1070-2382

·

Asiana Airlines
韩亚航空西安办事处
B9 Room2706, Building C,GLORIOUS
BLOCK (Gao xin da du hui), Keji Road
科技路高新大都荟C座1单元
2706号

Phone: (029) 8458 5208

·

Xi’an Hi-Tech International
School
西安高新国际学校

·

Phone: (029) 8720 1616
153-3245-7056
Email: 506253207@qq.com

Hosptials

·

Expat Services

·

Korean Air
大韩航空
B8 Room 910, Gaoke plaza A15-02,
No.1 Gaoxin 4 Road.
高新四路1号高科广场A座
1502室

Phone: (029) 8836 1818
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xianease

