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O

ver the course of the past month, I have noticed a slightly cramped
feeling creeping up. As the city heats up in preparation for the white
hot summers that Xi’an usually experiences, the desire to get out for
a trip grows day by day. While international travel is still not something that
the average foreigner is able to do due to the ongoing restrictions on entry,
there are still many opportunities to explore the country that we live in.
In this spirit, we have put together an issue packed with different travel ideas
and tips to make your life more interesting. We got travel stories, including
an interview done by Marcus of a couple traveling the country on a tandem
bicycle. We’ve also got an article by Francis and Jin on the surprising benefits
of traveling with a Chinese tour group, and an article by Luanda on ways to
get inspired for travel. Matt has provided us with an article on towns around
Xi’an that are perfect for an afternoon or two-day visit. Still want a taste of
that international travel? Jason and Lauren have put together a guide to the
world of virtual travel, while Jason has also given us recommendations on
how to capture travel in a bottle. John, of YPT fame, has provide us with a
guide to various birds that you can see when out and about in Xi’an.
On the more practical side of things, new contributor Yuxue has provided us
with some tips for traveling with your Chinese parents, while Matt provided
our Top Five this month, with five pieces to tech to improve your travels.
Expert Mandarin teacher Helen Bai has provided us with 15 words that you
can use while traveling in China, and Francis has provided us with a primer
on getting your driver’s license in Xi’an.
We’ve also put together a step-by-step guide on what you should do if
you’re considering moving to another city in China, (or if you’re considering
a move to Xi’an from somewhere else.) Not that we would ever want you
to leave.
I sincerely hope that you enjoy this month’s offering. If there is something
else that you would like to cover, or questions that you would like answered,
don’t hesitate to contact us through our official account or by email at
editor@xianease.com. Thank you all and I hope you’ll be able to get out
there and discover your Xi’an!

Sincerely,
Stephen Robinson
Editor-in-Chief
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Din Tai Fung
鼎泰丰
（老城根G park 店）
Article By Eugene Lombard

1F-44, Gpark, No.22, Xing Huo Road.
星火路22号 老城根街区1F-44号

(029) 6566 2787
11:00am - 9:30pm

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

120RMB

I

’m not always the most adventurous
person when it comes to trying
different foods. In fact, I’m fairly easily
pleased when served a bowl of beef noodles
or digging into lamb kebabs at kaorou. But
when asked if I’d like to try xiao long bao,
I said yes without hesitation. What awaited
me was a culinary journey into the finest
dishes Zhejiang cuisine has to offer.

Quality
5

Time

4

4.5

1

5

Service

Uniqueness

5

Environment

Eugene is an avid city cyclist living in Xi’an.
If not cycling he’s drinking coffee or beer.
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Din Tai Fung restaurant is a hidden gem
located in the G Park shopping complex.
With restaurants located throughout various
cities across the globe- Los Angeles, Sydney,
London and Kuala Lumpur to name but a
few - it’s great having a world-renowned
restaurant right here in our very own world
class city, Xi’an. I’m a big fan of Chinese
cuisine and I’ve tried many delectable dishes
but this was a totally new food experience
for me.
The first thing you’ll notice when entering
the restaurant is the very friendly and helpful
staff. We were well taken care of the minute
we set foot in the restaurant. The staff are
incredibly knowledgeable and are at the
ready to advise you on any questions you
may have. Special attention to detail is given
throughout the service. From serving you
tea, talking about the different dishes and
serving the food.

Din Tai Fung show a lot of pride in their
dishes and the hard work that goes into
producing them. This is evident in the
stories they tell about each and every dish.
Ingredients are sourced from all over China,
carefully selected to create amazing flavor
combinations.
They are very well known for their xiao long
bao (小笼包) or “small basket buns” named
for the bamboo baskets (long笼子) they’re
steamed and served in. The buns get stuffed
with soup and a variety of fillings ranging
from crab, chicken to pork and truffle. Fun
fact, each xiao long bao has 18 folds (you
can count them!) and weighs 21 grams.
With quite an extensive menu, they do offer
more than just steamed buns. The menu is
available in English and pictures of all the
dishes are available.
Throughout the evening our cutlery was
exchanged on the regular. The reason
being, at Din Tai Fung they believe the
change of dishes should be celebrated and
therefore each new meal is treated as a small
ceremony. Hence the need for new cutlery.
We tried an assortment of dishes, all highly
recommended by our friendly waiter. In
order of light to rich. We started off with
spicy pickled cucumber, Din Tai Fung – a
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house special invented by the founder’s wife, Kao Fu – and sweet
and sour pork spareribs. Followed by chicken soup, hot and sour
soup - absolutely delicious – stir fried green peas and river shrimp
and fried rice -the house specialty. We slowly moved on to the
hearty stuff, the xiao long bao. We tried pork; truffle and pork;
and pork and crab - all served with soy sauce and ginger. The xiao
long bao were followed by steamed pork and shrimp shaomai, and
ended off with vegetable and ground pork wanton soup, which I’ll
definitely be going back for.
We ended off a splendid meal with a creamy almond jelly shaved ice
dessert, an ice cream-styled jelly or jelly-styled ice cream. Either way,
it was delicious! An excellently fresh dessert for both those with or
without a sweet tooth it is also a very popular dish on the menu.
It uses almond nuts from both Northern and Southern China to
create a very unique flavor. They make limited portions per day, so
you are advised to arrive early if you want to try this dessert.
The dishes vary in price, depending on the ingredients used, but are
still affordable. They definitely cater for everyone’s pocket. It’s the
perfect spot for a light lunch, quick after work bite, or a luxurious
birthday dinner.
To summarize, Din Tai Fung was a memorable experience and an
experience I’d like to revisit in the near future. There is so much
to choose from. Each dish a culinary voyage, made so much
more enjoyable by the wonderful and colorful stories. I can highly
recommend this restaurant. Whether you’re a first timer like me
or want to indulge in familiar flavors, you won’t be disappointed.

If you give this a try, let us know about your experience by messaging
us at reviews@xianease.com.
www.xianease.com
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Flair (The Ritz-Carlton Xi'an)
西安丽思卡尔顿酒店 Flair 天韵酒吧
Article By James Morrow

27F, The Ritz-Carlton Xi’an, No.50, Keji
2nd Road, Gaoxin District.
科技二路50号西安丽思卡尔顿
酒店内27楼

(029) 8881 8988
6:00pm-Midnight

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

300RMB

R

oof top bars have become very
popular in Xi’an, as people
have become just as aware of
the aesthetics of a bar in addition to the
quality of its beverages. Placing your bar on
a rooftop allows the patrons to watch the
twinkling cityscapes while slowly imbibing
their beverages. Amongst these bars, Flair
at the Ritz-Carlton stands out in terms of
inventiveness, décor and service.

Quality
4.5

Time

5

4.5

1

5

Service

Uniqueness

5

Environment

James is currently living in Xi’an and
loving it, from the food to the people.
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so many excellent sounding cocktails, so
I opted for the ‘Exotic’ which contained
Monkey 47 gin, lemongrass, and juniper
berries. It was a light and refreshing way to
kick off the evening, as well as a primer of
what was to come.

Located on the 27th floor of the hotel,
just adjacent to the Zhongda International
shopping mall on Gaoxin Rd., this bar lives
up to the quality expected from the RitzCarlton brand. The bar is at once stylish, yet
still comfortable. Plush chairs and couches
are everywhere, with a variety of table sizes
and arrangements to serve any group. The
large balcony was likewise well appointed
and offers superior views of the lights of
Gaoxin. Sadly, it was raining on the day of
our arrival there, so we were unable to take
full advantage of it, though sitting by the
large windows had a similar effect.

Next up was a series of cocktails off of their
signature cocktail menu. Each item on the
menu uses a mixture of quality ingredients
in unique combinations. The first one that
jumped out was ‘The Fallen Immortal’
which combines Mitchers Bourbon, peach
bitters, dark chocolate, and simple syrup.
The waiter brought a small tray to the table,
and surprised us by igniting a small chunk
of wood and placing the glass upturned
over the top of it in order to capture the
smoke emitting from it. After capturing the
smoky essence, the glass was turned over
once again and the cocktail was poured
into the still smoking glass. Despite a list
of sweet ingredients, the cocktail was not
overly saccharine, but instead offered a wellbalanced flavor pairing.

The menu offers a wide variety of cocktails,
from inventive signature cocktails to a few
more common ones. The first round came
from their gin and tonic menu, which
featured creative mixtures of high-end gins
with a variety of tonics and other botanical
additions. It was difficult to choose with

The next drink was a bit of a gamble. Baijiu
is a tricky spirit to work with in combination
with other ingredients, so seeing not one,
but two baijiu cocktails on the signature
menu was intriguing, to say the least. Opting
for the ‘Terracotta Red’, a combination of
baijiu, dry vermouth, dry curacao, Gran
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Classico, and dried red dates and hibiscus, the drink arrived in a
classic Chinese-styled drinking vessel called a tanzi. The sweetness
of the other ingredients did soften some of the harsh edges of the
baijiu, but the flavor of the spirit still remained dominate throughout
the drink. If you like the taste of baijiu, then this one is for you, but if
you’re not a fan, you might want to steer clear of this one.
After the heavy baijiu flavor of the previous cocktail, a palate cleanser
was required. Another of their signature cocktails looked promising
towards this end. The ‘Legend of Houji’ is a combination of Botanist
gin, fresh lemon juice, honey and Chinese herbs. This particular
drink came in yet another unique glass, a narrow-lipped glass bowl
with a hollowed glass straw extending from the base. This was just
what the doctor had ordered, as the light and sharp flavors of the
cocktail cut through the flavors of the previous one. We also tried
several drinks from the standard cocktail menu, but these were not
quite as impactful as the signature offerings, and could probably be
had elsewhere, though their signature Ritz Mojito, a mojito made
with champagne instead of soda water, was certainly unique.
We also enjoyed some of the food from their menu, though, sadly
our options were quite limited as there had recently been a ban
on the import of certain meats and seafood instituted, which
prevented the preparation of some of the dishes. Still, the things
that were available were quite good. The prawn and papaya salad
was light and refreshing, served cold with four beautiful shelled
prawns. They also offered a delicate plate of vegetable samosas,
wrapped delicately in thin pastry dough and served with mint sauce.
Finally, we had a short stack of crispy duck spring rolls, served with
a sweet and sour Vietnamese dressing.
Overall, the quality and service is what you might come to expect
from an internationally-recognized brand like Ritz-Carlton. All of the
staff were very attentive and we never had to wait long for either
service nor the delivery of what we ordered. It should be noted that
along with the excellent service and quality drinks come a price tag
to match. With a great majority of their cocktails coming in at over
100RMB, an evening here is bound to be costly, but it is a great
place to treat yourself or a friend for a special occasion or other
significant situation. So, if the situation dictates something beyond
the ordinary, then Flair might be the right place for you.

If you give this a try, let us know about your experience by messaging
us at reviews@xianease.com.
www.xianease.com
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MOON More 7 Bar
Article By Thabo Jaffe

No.331, Xi Da Jie.
西大街331号

(029) 8737 7777
6:00pm-2:00am

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

136RMB

W

aiting on a street corner on
Xidajie (West Street) for a
very late friend, I decide to do
some people-watching at the entrance to
today’s bar... well, Hotel. The MOON More
7 Bar is located inside the Linow Hotel, one
of Xian’s newest luxury hotels. Conveniently
situated a short walk from the West Gate,
and a longer walk from the Bell Tower, it’s
pretty close to everything a visitor would
want to see. So, waiting at the red-carpet
entrance, I see a slow trickle of very classy,
well-dressed people walking out to get taxis
and the like. I feel a little underdressed,
but then my friend arrives to make me feel
better, with his somehow more casual garb..

Quality
4.5

Time

4

4

1

4.5

Service

Uniqueness

5

Environment

Thabo is an avid explorer and less-thanworldly South African, always in search
of new experiences. Stopping just short
of suicidal, he’s a true Yes Man. You can
reach him via email at
thabojaffe@gmail.com
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Heading in, the hotel has a dark, modern,
moody theme running through, and this
carries on seamlessly through to their
modern contemporary bar. The first thing
you’ll notice are polished copper-tiled walls
throughout, with a mirror ceiling to boot.
The sitting area is incredibly spacious, I can’t
imagine ever feeling cramped while dining
here. All their tables are low marble-tops
surrounded by soft comfortable chairs and
sometimes couches, giving diners are more
relaxed feeling while a mix of old classics
and modern hits are pumped out at a low
enough level that you can easily speak to
someone at the opposite end of your table.
It must be mentioned that the whole time
we were there, a consistent stream of people
were bee-lining to this red spiral staircase

right next to us, getting enough photos to
easily fill a WeChat post. Finally deciding
to investigate, yes, the stairs were gramworthy, but they actually led to an open
rooftop area, complete with a big moon,
plenty seating for those wanting to catch
some sky, and the same chilled music from
downstairs coming out the speakers here.
They also have live performances inside, but
I can say that it’s definitely of a higher calibre
than most are used to hearing in a Xi’an bar
– it’s very much a pleasure to see and hear.
Now, this is where I struggle to classify this
as a bar or restaurant. We were fortunate
to have a train of dishes arriving for us to
sample. The starters/snacks included –
pumpkin and mushroom soup, potato
wedges, succulent chicken strips and
drumlets, fried mushrooms, and a salmon
salad, all plated beautifully in manageable
smaller portions. We tried the mains of
amazingly tender sirloin steak and filet
mignon cooked perfectly medium rare, as
well as a pasta dish. Dessert came in the
form of some well-presented cheesecake
slices, just as you’d expect. Not the typical
bar food I’ve come to expect.
This being a bar and all, we sampled
some cocktails. First came ‘Early spring’, a
beautiful sour green mix with some froth
and a flower on top, followed by ‘Smokers’,
a whiskey-based mix with hints of bacon
(yes), so smoky that it was presented in a
smoke-filled dome that was opened just
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before drinking. Another drink to note is the ‘No. 311’: based on
their location. It’s presented in a pretty little glass with hand-cut
ice and an arrangement of tiny petals on top. With fragrant and
delicate flavours, it was gone too fast.
I can certainly say that we ate more than we drank, but everything
was as great as it claimed to be and more. Come on in if you’re
looking for a fancier hangout that makes you feel classy (at a
premium price), where you can enjoy good music and comfortable
conversation.

If you give this a try, let us know about your experience by messaging
us at reviews@xianease.com.
www.xianease.com
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一篆茶香
Article By Stephen Robinson

No.1 Building, Wang Ting
International, No.80 Gaoxin Road.
高新路80号望庭国际1号楼

(029) 8885 1501
10:00am-10:30pm

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

100RMB

M

ost of us who have been here
for practically any amount of
time have been to a tea house
at one point or another. It can be difficult
to distinguish the difference between
one place and another, as it is almost like
they use the exact same design, furniture,
even tea, to the point where the memory
of each one blends into the next. It takes
something exceptional to make one of the
places stand out.

Quality
5

Time

4

5

1

5

Service

Uniqueness

4.5

Environment

Stephen Robinson is the editor-in-chief
at xianease and would love to get your
thoughts on everything we are doing.
You can contact him at
stephen@xianease.com
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In order to penetrate some of the blandness
of the industry, the owners of 一篆茶
香 decided to explore a different aspect
of traditional tea culture. As many will be
aware, in traditional Chinese medicine tea
and other drinks and foods are considered
to be medicine as much as nourishment.
Bearing this in mind, they decided to
combine the health attributes of tea with
the medicinal aspects of incense.
Throughout history, incense was used in
religious and medicinal practices in China,
and indeed throughout most of the ancient
world. Among some of the finest wood
used for incense is Agarwood, or Chinese
Eaglewood, a substance that is highly
prized and is made mention of in several
parts of the Hebrew Bible. One of the most
valuable natural resources in the world,
with 1 kilo of top quality agarwood going
for upwards of US$100,000.

At 一篆茶香, you can sample some of this
sacred element by experiencing one of

their incense “tastings”, where the incense
master will scrape small slivers from a larger
piece of the wood into a small metal tray
that is no larger than a 1RMB coin. This will
then be placed on a specialize heater that
will slowly heat the wood to a very specific
temperature that allows for smoke, but
no flame. You then hold the heater up to
your face and breathe in the gentle smoke,
careful to exhale away from the delicate
shavings. Non-smokers may experience
some lightheadedness initially, but the
overall effect is one of near instant calm and
relaxation, yet very sharp focus. It is easy to
see why this was so prized, especially in a
world before coffee.
There are other types of incense available
as well that have a variety of purported
effects, including one that is meant to
help insomniacs settle into sleep. One of
the participants in our tasting wanted
to fall asleep on the spot after a few
quick inhalations. Another activity that
was absolutely mesmerizing was the
preparation of an incense coil by hand.
In this preparation, the incense master
carefully tamps down a mixture of ash,
incense, and very fine sand to be absolutely
level. Any small imperfection will result
in the coil burning improperly. Once this
is done, a mold is placed delicately on
top of the mixture and pure powdered
incense is then carefully placed on top and
gently pushed in through the mold with
specialized tools. Too much pressure and it
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will compact the mixture below, too little and it will fall to pieces.
With the delicate concentration of a monk in a Zen garden, the
incense master slowly formed the coil. Once prepared, the mold
was lifted to reveal a complicated shape. He then talked about how
these coils were once used to keep time in ancient China, as each
shape, properly prepared, would burn for a set amount of time.
The tea house itself is a carefully crafted construction, with the
owner having consulted a fengshui master during construction
and decoration. The end result is a very open plan tea house that
has a careful attention to detail everywhere you look. The main
area is full of various tea pots, tea cups, incense materials and other
accoutrements, all individual pieces of art themselves, and available
for purchase. Each piece is individually crafted and is absolutely
beautiful.
The owner, who is also the incense master, was very happy to give
a tour. There was one particular wall that he was particularly proud
to show off. He explained how the pink stucco wall was, in fact, a
mixture of ground eaglewood, and several kilos of the material were
used in the construction, making this probably the most expensive
wall in the city. The reason behind the construction of this wall, as
many things in this tea shop, is tied to history. The empress Wu
Zetian was reported to have had the walls of her palace likewise
decorated, due to her love of the scent of the wood. The owner
went on to explain that there are only 3 other known walls in the
country that have used this same technique. When sprayed with
water, the scent of the incense seeps from the walls. It was truly an
interesting thing to behold.
So, if you’re looking for a change of pace when it comes to tea
houses or you’re looking for a completely unique experience, then
this might just be the place to check out. The tea is good too.

If you give this a try, let us know about your experience by messaging
us at reviews@xianease.com.
www.xianease.com
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Spirited Travels
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Souvenirs
Article by Jason Rogers

I know what you are thinking, this article, right now. It’s definitely a lofty dream to be jet-setting again
and grabbing bottles, but like all things in life, these travel restrictions are temporary. When the time
finally comes for us to once again roam the earth, we will be itching to spend some money on our
travels getting cool gifts. If you happen to be a liquor lover, or know someone who is, this article will
be a nice guide for what to grab when abroad.

USA
First on our list is good ol’ Merica (the USA of course). Now depending on
where in the world you are from, you may already be familiar with a lot of
their offerings, but I assure there is more to be seen here as far as souvenirs.

Obvious Choice

– Bourbon. I recommend Angel’s Envy, as it is a
bourbon that is in high demand and one of the first to rest their whiskey in
different types of barrels to add flavor. I’m a fan of their port-finish bourbon
and they have some collector bottles out now in Tawny and Sherry cask finish.
Yum. The bottle isn’t bad to look at either. Grab this one and be the ‘Envy’ of
all your friends.

Adventurous Choice

– Applejack. I recommend Lairds Bottle in
Bond. Most of you are probably saying either, “what is Applejack?” or “isn’t that
a cereal?”. Well Applejack (not Apple Jacks cereal) is one of those things that
even most Americans don’t know about. It is, indeed made from apples, and
dates back to colonial times. It can be best described as somewhere between
apple brandy and whiskey. For the most historically authentic flavor, grab a
bottle of their ‘Bottle in Bond’ Straight Apple Brandy, but if you can’t find that
they have a blended Applejack. Both have a unique flavor of rich apple and
can be used in any number of whisky cocktails. Definitely a talking piece for
your next dinner party.

14
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Mexico
With great beach towns, beautiful culture, and plenty of agave
spirits you are bound to have a wonderful time in Mexico. While
you are there, you really should get your hands on a nice bottle,
for example:

Obvious Choice

– Tequila. I recommend Clase Azul. This
tequila is quite simply phenomenal and comes in a stunning bottle
that makes a beautiful center piece anywhere in your home. Honestly,
the bottle alone is worth it, but it’s a great product that employs local
peoples of the region to help create jobs. I would highly recommend
a bottle, but be forewarned, it’s a big bottle, so travel with care.

Adventurous Choice

– Mezcal. For mescal, try a bottle
of Real Minero Largo, a mezcal (think a smokey tequila) made in
the traditional clay distiller. Yeah you heard me, clay. It doesn’t get
more authentic and it’s definitely a unique find to share or maybe
not share.

Japan
Visiting Japan kind of feels like falling into a video game. The lights and
sounds ping joyfully. You have so many characters and sites to see, it
really is out of this world. When I go, I always want to remember all of
that cool culture with an interesting bottle.

Obvious Choice

– Japanese Whisky. My
recommendation is something from Nikka, one of
the oldest and finest distilleries in Japan. They have
lots of great whiskies at different price points, so
pick what you like.

Adventurous Choice

– Chuhai (ready made drinks). I know it’s not what you
were expecting, but Japan is known for having a vast array of snack flavors and types, and
that includes canned alcoholic drinks made with shochu. You can try some interesting new
flavors like ume or yuzu and bring a few back for your friends to enjoy.

www.xianease.com
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South Korea
I’ve only spent a little time in SK, but I tried my hardest to get a real
taste for the food and drinks there, and can I say, I had one hell of a good
time. So many great taste and lots to enjoy you have lots of options for
things to bring back. But don’t be scared by all the options, I will guide
you on this journey.

Obvious Choice

– Soju. Get yourself a nice bottle, something you
can really enjoy that’s not just from 7-11 (although that Soju is good too)
or find a unique flavor. We found a seasonal limited-edition flavor that was
pretty awesome and I felt bad finishing it, but not too bad.

Adventurous Choice

– Makgeolli. If you have a short flight
(less than a day) grab a few bottles of this creamy alcoholic beverage
from the fridge. It’s sweet and nutty and refreshing all at the same time
and low proof enough that you could bring a few bottles home (hint hint).

France
One of the most visited countries in Europe, a
destination for lovers, the refined, or even the lover
of fine food and drinks (like yours truly). There is
probably something of great quality to be had here
for everyone. As a country, I feel there is still a lot to be explored here, especially from
the world of cocktails and libations. And of course I have some cool recommendations.

Obvious Choice

– Cognac. My recommendation is to find a smaller family run
distiller, just explore and talk to locals about what they enjoy. It’s a great way to experience
a new country and maybe make new friends on your hunt for the best bottle. If that isn’t
your social style, you can always look for limited release bottles from major companies.
I suggest brands like Martell and Camus, as they make a quality cognac worth trying.

Adventurous Choice

– French Apertifs and Liqueurs. It’s time to put away
silly urban legends and grab a bottle of absinthe. Yes, that magical green elixir that 1: is
not poisonous and 2: won’t make you see any flying green fairies. What was described
as a “madness” brought on by this drink was only myth, and more closely related to
people drinking a 120-proof liqueur like it was flavored water. It’s an amazing spirit and
one that more people should explore. If that seems a little too powerful for you, try any
number of French liqueurs, they have a many flavors and are crafted with great care.
Head into a cafe and try some to see what flavors you like before you buy.

I have to say that when I travel and bring back a bottle
from somewhere, it’s like having a time capsule of that
experience that I can open and enjoy whenever I want. I
never feel buyer’s remorse or thoughtlessly give away any
of my prized spirits. They truly are a great way to preserve
another culture in your mind. I encourage everyone to be
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courageous and grab both of my recommendations and
bring back some great experiences and bottles too. And
don’t forget to share with your friends, if you are feeling
generous.
Jason Rogers is a mixologist extraordinaire living in Xi’an.
xianease

www.xianease.com
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TOP 5

Tech for Travel
Article By Matthew Green

Anker ‘PowerCore
01 Fusion’
Power Bank

BUY FROM: TaoBao, JD or Saga Computer City

PRICE: 200元 (Found on TaoBao offer for 130元)

This first suggestion is from a colleague at XIANEASE, Jason Rogers
(be sure to read his article, it’ll be great). The Anker ‘PowerCore
Fusion’ is a smaller-than-phone power bank useful if you need a
mid-day top-up or if you are away for a two-day trip. Anker is a wellestablished battery and charger brand whom have had somewhat of
a genius idea. Why not take the charging head and make it THE power
bank!?!?! And that’s what they did! This small yet multifunctional
design is a gamechanger (Jason’s words not mine). Now, you’re not
going to take it on a hike for ten days, as it’ll only hold one charge for
most modern phones, but as a person who has several power banks,
all of which I can tell you are fully discharged right now, I can really
see the use point here.

Nomader Collapsible
02 Water
Bottle

BUY FROM: TaoBao (import)
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PRICE: 200-500元

Drinking bottles have become more and more common place than
six or seven years ago, when it was mostly the older guys who carried
one. When I followed suit, I received my fair share of comments from
my friends. Now, it’s common place, perhaps due to waste plastic or
health awareness. However, sometimes carrying round an empty
bottle can seem useless. In comes the Nomader- this ingenious
water bottle collapses up to a fraction of its size when empty,
making it perfect for long-distance travel. Also with health and the
environment in mind, it avoids most materials with high toxicity.
This bottle was recommended to me by a good friend who is often
found running and travelling. Why did she suggest it? It’s made from
silicone, so it’s durable, flexible, likes all temperatures (can even be
frozen) and shatter-proof, with a lid which is leak-proof. Also, it’s
dishwasher safe, which is a big plus in my book. Only problem is that
it requires importing.

xianease

Callrun Rugged
03 Waterproof
Case

BUY FROM: TaoBao or JD

PRICE: 40-100元 depending on strength and model of phone

Last time I went on a beach holiday was to Sanya. Usually on beach
holidays, I’d leave my phone in the hotel to go soak up the sun and
swim in the sea, but during that time (this was 6 years ago) I saw
people selling thick, plastic sealable bags to place your phone in. 20
yuan later, I was a proud owner who could take pictures in the sea and
avoid dust getting into my phone. Nowadays phone cases are much
more rugged and this suggested case for iPhone users is second to
none. Although most phones have the IP68 rating (waterproofing),
it’s still nice to have that extra assurance. If you have an android
phone, it’s just a quick IP86 手机壳 search away too.

04 Headphones
(Sony Vs. Bose)
BUY FROM: TaoBao, JD or Saga Computer City
PRICE: Sony 1000XM3- 1600-2200元 (depending on sale)
Bose QC35- 2200元

The most expensive, but necessary (in my opinion) item on this list
is headphones. If you’re on the train or in a plane you want noise
cancelling and over-ears are the better choice here too for prolonged
periods. So this leads us to two of the top choices - Sony XM3 or the
Bose QC35 a 2-year long debate. Most reviews suggest the XM3s and
I whole-heartedly agree. Having both, I hardly ever use the QC35s as
they’re a little tighter on the head and not as customizable. Now is
the time to buy, as both Sony and Bose are due to release their new
pairs this year (not yet announced) and prices have plummeted from
the 4,000元 that they started at. To be honest, both are good but Sony
is my choice. With headphones, it is suggested you try before you buy,
which you can do at computer city, and usually they will price match
JD.

type-C/Apple
05 USB
Lightning to HDMI

BUY FROM: TaoBao, JD or Saga Computer City
PRICE: 50-100元

Last, but not least, on this list is a handy converter cable for around
100元. Basically it allows you to plug your phone into any modern
TV and mirror the screen. I used to take a USB stick with me which
included some films but how many times I left it in the hotel room
I will never be able to count. Plus, this has the added advantage
of being able to watch on your phone whilst travelling too. One
downside is that you can’t charge and watch so you need to be well
prepared…. Maybe that Anker PowerCore is a good idea after all? Or
fork out an extra couple of kuai to get the USB adapted one. It is worth
it though to avoid being stuck with news or local soap operas.

Enjoy these recommendations. Do you know of any other tech that is good for travelling? Let us know by sending us a message at our official WeChat
account or by emailing us at info@xianease.com
www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com
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Making the Move:

Moving Between
Cities in China
So, you’re thinking of moving out of Xi’an, huh? Whether you are moving due to a job change, looking for
new opportunities, or you are just looking for a change of scenery, the process of moving is one that takes
time and effort, and depending on exactly how you go about it, a headache or two. So, before you plan to
make move, make sure you have your ducks in a row.

Step 1: Figure Out

Your Own Situation

If you are leaving one job for another,
before you even think about anything else,
double-check your current contract and get
as much information as you can. Verify key
details such as the start and end date of
your contact, and whether or not there are
any stipulations in your contract on looking
for other work while still in your current
position. While technically companies are
not allowed to prevent you from looking
for other employment once you have
finished your contract with them, the highly
competitive nature of companies here
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can lead to road blocks in the process of
transferring to a new company or city. Make
sure that you read carefully, and don’t be
afraid to ask questions about your contract,
preferably before you sign the contract to
begin with. Contact a contract lawyer if
necessary.

When preparing to leave, talk to your HR,
but be very careful about how you phrase
your intention to leave. While they are meant
to help you in the process of transferring
your documentation to another company,
this does not necessarily mean that they
will make it easy. If you need information
or documentation from your HR, it’s best to
make that your requests are simple and to

the point. Sometimes, language barriers can
be the difference between thinking you’re
on the same page, and actually being on the
same page. Something else to keep in mind
is that it’s not your HR’s job to inform you
of all the small little nuances of the contract.
They will be expecting you to know your
contract.
Besides this, consider also your current living
situation. If you are living in an apartment
provided by your company, how much
time will you be given after you end your
contract to vacate the apartment? If you
are renting an apartment on your own,
how much time do you have remaining
on your current rental period and what are

xianease

Speaking of moving to your new city, if you
are planning to rent your own apartment
instead of staying in a company-provided
place (you’re usually better off renting your
own), then you will need to take some time
in order to scout out a good place to live.
Going through a real estate agent might
speed up the process, but don’t forget that
you will need to pay them a commission.
Some people opt to stay in a cheap hotel
before moving into a new place, but this
can end up being costly. This scouting trip
should also be budgeted into your moving
plan.
If you’d like to offload some of that junk
that you’ve piled up over the years, you can
try to sell off some of your goods through
local buy/sell groups on WeChat, donate
clothing, books, or other materials in good
condition to local charities, or simply bin the
whole lot and start over.
the penalties involved if you are required to
leave earlier than expected? Often times, if
there is a substantial amount of time left on
your contract, you should be able to get at
least part of the rent that you paid ahead
of time back, though you will often forfeit
your deposit in doing so. This is why it is also
important to have a written rental contract
when moving into an apartment.

provide you with this document, you should
contact the State Administration of Foreign
Expert Affairs (SAFEA) to lodge a complaint.
In addition to this, companies should
provide you with an official governmentstyled reference letter that describes your
performance while working for that
company, allowing for an easier process
applying for your new work permit.

Step 2: Know the

If you are changing to the same type of visa
in the same career as you previously had,
then you should be able to complete the
transfer without requiring an exit from the
country, although this is not guaranteed. If
you are changing your visa types, then you
will need to exit the country. This should
be calculated into your time and expenses
when considering the move.

Regulations and
Procedures

Understanding the various regulations and
procedures can be quite difficult sometimes,
and various sources of information may, at
times, seem contradictory. Usually, when
it comes to transferring a work visa from
one company to another, there is a person,
usually the HR of the company that you are
working for that is familiar with this process
and can guide you through it. However, if
your HR person is not as well versed in the
procedures, or if they are actively being
unhelpful, these processes can become
complicated quickly.
A general overview of the process is as
follows. Once you have decided to leave
your current company, your company
should apply for your current work permit
to be cancelled within 10 working days of
the decision, which typically should be done
30 days before the end of the work permit
validity period. The processing time for the
cancellation can take anywhere from 10-14
working days, though sometimes it may
take longer. This process is complete, your
company should issue you with a release/
cancellation letter which states that you are
no longer working for that company and
that you are free to pursue a new job. Your
employer is legally required to provide this
letter to you, which should be affixed with
the company seal, though some companies
will fail to do so either out of confusion on
the process or spite. If your company fails to
www.xianease.com

If you follow these basic steps, then you
should be able to make your transition
with ease (hopefully). Keep in mind that, at
the time of this writing, foreigners exiting
from the country are unable to re-enter,
so attempting to change to a new city
may result in you becoming stuck outside
the country, so keep that in mind when
attempting to change cities. Do your best
to keep a cordial relationship with your old
employer and remain in constant contact
with your new employer in order to make
this process as smooth as possible.

If you have any question email us at
info@xianease.com

Step 3: Arrange Your

Move

Once you’ve received your documentation,
you will be issued with a temporary stay visa.
In normal situations, this visa will be a 30day short stay visa, though if the company
reports that you are leaving the country, they
may instead issue you with a 7-day short
stay visa. In the event of the latter situation,
you will need to contact your new company
immediately to expedite your new work visa
before time runs out. Otherwise, you will
need to exit the country and apply for your
new visa from the outside.
To move your things, there are several
options which you might consider. If you
have not accumulated too many things, you
can simply pack up your bags and get on a
plane or train to your next location. If you
have been stationary in Xi’an for a while,
you might have accumulated a lot of stuff,
in which case you might want to ship your
items via China Post, or have a professional
moving company ship your goods to your
new city. If you have obtained a driver’s
license, it is also possible to rent a truck and
driver to your destination yourself.
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Traveling With
a Chinese Tour Group:

Yea / Nay?
Article by Jin Zhou & Francis Miller

If you have been to the Museum of the Terracotta Army in Xi’an, the Great Wall in Beijing, or the Bund
in Shanghai, then you will have experienced the feelings of awe and smallness that come from viewing
wonders of such monumental scale. You might also have viewed these sites through hordes of Chinese
tourists sporting matching colorful hats, scarves, backpacks, or otherwise being led by a guide with a
loudspeaker and a flag affixed to the end of a telescoping pole.

2) The way you spend your “free”
time might include shopping detours
to commissioned outlets with highpressure sales tactics (bypass this by
picking a “pure fun trip” 纯玩团 without
Well, many quickly dismiss this notion sales)
due to some undesirable aspects of
traveling with a Chinese tour group, 3) Additionally, before and after
such as:
exploring a site or eating a meal, you
will likely be herded with or asked to
1) You will be severely restricted to the wait for your fellow travelers
form and quality of transportation,
accommodations, restaurants, the sites 4) You will need to sign a contract and/
and the length of time spent at each site or a waiver
These color-coded groups are usually
Chinese tour groups. If you are
considering traveling, why not join a
Chinese tour group?
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While for some these conditions
would be a deal breaker, there are
some particularly attractive and rather
unexpected benefits to traveling with
a tour group. Recently, Jin and Francis
traveled to southern Shaanxi to see
Zhongba Grand Canyon National Park
中坝大峡谷 and Houliu Water Town 后
柳水乡 on a tour bus for a weekend
with more than 40 other people. There
were some surprising benefits that
they found while on their trip:
xianease

Advantage #1:

Price

It is nearly impossible to complete the same itinerary at a
lower price point than tour groups can offer. They traveled
for two full days, stayed at a hotel with breakfast, took a
boat ride in the Hanjiang Sanxia 汉江三峡, visited Zhongba
Grand Canyon National Park, saw several other parks,
towns, and tourist sites, all for the single low per-person
price of 318 RMB.

Advantage #2:

Advantage #6:

Dating Opportunities
You may laugh at this, but if friendship isn’t enough, the
hordes of Chinese tourists are often filled with gossipy
Ayis (aunties) of single sons and daughters who are always
looking to find a match for the younger generation of their
family. On multiple occasions, we were asked if we needed
new “friends” or could introduce new “friends.” Just make
sure your Chinese is up to snuff, because your average
Chinese Ayi doesn’t do English.

Planning Options

Remember to listen carefully to your daoyou (tour
guide), don’t make trouble, stay with your travelers,
stretch before you use a squatting toilet, don’t spit
To book a trip like this, you will likely need to find online anywhere, and enjoy your authentic Chinese travel
agencies or visit the office of a travel agency. If you are
experience!
looking for options off the beaten track, this is a great way
to explore potential itineraries that you have never heard
of before. Travel agencies sometimes have a bad rap for
overselling experiences, but they also have a very diverse
selection of destinations and trip durations.

Advantage #3:

Peace of Mind

Francis and Jin are both school teachers in Xi’an. You can contact
Francis at francis@xianease.com and Jin at jin@xianease.com
for more information about many things around Xi’an.

Because you have paid a company to deal with the planning
of your trip, if anything goes wrong, you no longer need
to deal with rescheduling or rebooking transportation,
lodging, or activities. Additionally, you will have a tour guide
whose sole purpose is to help make sure your experience is
as enjoyable as possible, without getting lost or having to
solve too many problems by yourself.

Advantage #4:

Party!

Because you don’t have to drive, deal with parking, or keep
track of dates and times, or drag your luggage around, you
can use all that extra free time and energy after your day to
enjoy yourself with cold beverages, exploring local cuisine,
and/or making new friends!

Advantage #5:

Chinese Language
Speaking of new friends, your fellow travelers will provide
unlimited opportunity to test your Chinese language skills.
In fact, we would argue there is no better way to practice
your language skills than by traveling with those who
only speak Chinese. You will be forced to communicate in
Chinese to understand instructions from your tour guide
and to get the things you need.
www.xianease.com
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Relief from City Life
Towns Around Xi’an
to Visit
Article by Matthew Green

Hi all! As an avid explorer, it is my duty to inform you all of cool or quaint places to find around Xi’an. A
quick disclaimer. First of all, all suggestions are within 2 hours drive of the city but were through private
transportation. This means that you will need to determine for yourselves the best way to get there if you don’t
have this luxury. An article by a fellow writer regarding how to obtain a license and a use of a car rental app (like
GoFun) can soon solve the aforementioned problem though. This disclaimer aside, let’s get to it.

法门寺

Famen Si
FaMen Town is located 120km west of Xi’an and is a
quiet place with a beautiful temple located just outside.
The town is mainly like any other town in China - void of
many foreign food places. That said, there is a beautiful little café just behind the main central square. Toward the
end of the town, there is a little ‘traditional street’ with all the kao-rou you can eat and lot of local fruit drinks. The
streets are clear and the hustle and bustle of the city completely disappears. I highly recommend this place and
definitely a visit to the temple known as the “No. 2 Cultural Symbol of Shaanxi”, as well as the huge museum, which
holds one of the Buddha’s finger bones, considered an important relic.
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商洛

Shangluo
Shangluo City (although it feels more like a town) is in
the far east of Shaanxi and is only an hour and a half
away from Xi’an. The short time I spent there was very
pleasant and we even took the dogs. The city is built into the mountain, and if you get a chance to go yourself, I
suggest the large park built into the back of the city, because it is half-Chinese-style leisure park (Basketball courts,
exercise equipment, etc.) and half-natural, whilst been completely empty. Honestly, the natural park felt like I was
walking in the hills back in Yorkshire - it was great! The city itself isn’t too far away from a few reviewed parks from
previous issues- such as CiTangWan. Also, whilst you’re there, I hope you come across the street vender who bakes
cakes from the back of his van. So tasty!

安康

Ankang
AnKang is the furthest on this list- over 200km and a
3 and a half hour drive south. Having visited there only
once, I’m leaving this paragraph to someone who lived
there as they have more insight. I will say, however, that the Dragon Boat race there is EPIC! The following is
from an old colleague who used to live there: “AnKang is a nice city, but probably only for a visit, as there isn’t much
to do, but if you want peace and quiet then maybe it is for you. During my time there I had my fair share of drinking
with kao-rou, but the chilled days were spent near the lake in the middle of the city surrounded by coffee shops. In
the evenings, we’d go down to the riverside to have a few drinks on the bar street down there, but beyond that,
the thing AnKang will get most travelers is the offer of the famous green tea - it makes a good brew and can be an
appreciated gift.”

www.xianease.com

25

Travel

临潼

Lintong
Probably the closest location on this list is LinTong - only 45
minutes away by car. Although it’s still technically in Xi’an,
it’s hard to leave it out, especially if you have a car. The small
places to explore are endless, with tons of old cave houses (i.e. houses carved from the hills) and a few national parks
scattered around. If you’re wanting more of city feel, then that’s there too, as just a few kilometers away there’s the
town park and a Western-style shopping village which sports only the high-end western brands and western food
chains. The town also has an inner city park which leads to the highest point around, allowing you to get the best
views of the surrounding area. The biggest advantage is that it is accessible by bus from the Chanba or Fanzhicheng
subway stops- but it’ll be hard to get around once you’re there.

蓝田

Lantian
Last on this list is Lantian. Again technically in Xi’an, but
at nearly an hour out of the city, I’d say it wasn’t. Having
ridden my motorcycle there several times, I would say
it is one of the nicest rides out of the city, with nice open fields and the sporadic traditional village spotted
in-between the town and city. You’ll know you’re there once you get to the brow of the hill which allows you to
look over the whole town, and the view shows the spaciousness that makes this town famous. Once there, my first
suggestion is a park adjacent to the river, getting a clean riverside air feel and it is also a relatively quiet place to relax.
Inside the town there isn’t too much to be done, but the people are friendly and there are places to get foreign food,
as well as some local noodles, which are substantially different to those in Xi’an. Also, if you go in March, there is a
famous hill full of apricot trees which have a stunning blossom. Get that camera ready for your selfies!

26

xianease

www.xianease.com

Laodong Bei Lu

Qiao Zi Kou

Nan Guang Ji Jie 南 广 济 街

Tian Shui Jing

Nanma Dao Xiang南 马 道 巷

Nan Xiao Xiang

南小巷

(ZHU QUE MEN)

Nan Da Jie (South Street)

SOUTH GATE
(NAN MEN)

Wenyi Bei Lu

下马 陵

Jianguo
4 Xiang

环城南路

Suoluo Xiang

Fang
Changle

Yongle Lu

长乐西路

Xiangning Xi Lu

咸宁西路

(XING QING
GONG YUAN)

XING QING
PARK

Dongguan Zhengjie

EAST GATE
(DONG MEN)

Shuncheng Nan Lu

(HE PING MEN)

Huancheng Nan Lu

Xia Ma Ling
(WEN CHANG MEN)

Shuncheng Nan Lu

Baishu Lin

Hanguang Lu

(HAN GUANG MEN)

Defu Xiang

Jie

Kaitong Xiang

(XIAO NAN MEN)

德福巷

Xiangzi Miao

(XIAO DONG MEN)

东关南街

Dongguan Nanjie

Huancheng Nan Lu

粉巷

Xiancang Xiang

Shuncheng Nan Lu

Huimin Jie

Fen Xiang

Dongmutou Shi

Duanlu Men

Bao En Si Jie
顺 城南 路

Wuwei
Shi Zi

回民街

Wuxing Jie

Heping Lu和 平 路
ng
Dongya
Shi

Dongsan
Dao Xiang

长缨西路

i Lu

L
gX
qin

Changle Xi Lu

Xingqing Xilu

27

14

丰庆 路

Damai Shi Jie

Dong Bangzi Shi Jie

Bei Da Jie (North Street)
Dongcang Men

Fengqing Lu

西路

Juhua Yuan

Dongting Men

Jiefang Lu解 放 路

Jianguo Lu建 国 路

14

Huancheng Xi Lu环 城

东 大街

Shuncheng Dong Lu

13

Beima Dao Xiang 北 马 道 巷

Dong Da Jie (East Street)

Dong 1 Lu 东 一 路

环城东路

13

Sajin Qiao洒 金 桥
Daxue Xi Xiang

WEST GATE
(XI MEN)

Xushi Miao Jie

西大街

Bei Guang Ji Jie北 广 济 街

Xi Da Jie (West Street)

Xiyi Lu 西一路

东新路

Dong 2 Lu 东二路

Dong 3 Lu 东三路

Dong 4 Lu

(CHAO YANG MEN)

Dong 6 Lu

东七路

东八路

Changying Xi Lu

Hua

Gengxin Jie

Xiguan Zhengjie

Maixian Jie

Xiju Yuan Xiang

Dong 7 Lu

Dong 8 Lu

Huancheng Dong Lu

12

铁塔 寺 路

西北三路
Xi Bei 3 Lu

SHAANXI SOFITEL XI’AN ON
PEOPLE’S RENMIN SQUARE
GOVERNMENT HOTEL
Xixin Jie 西新路
Dongxin Jie

西五路

Shangde Lu 尚 德 路

Xiyang Shi

Xi Hua Men

西七路

GE MING
PARK

Xi 7 Lu

陕西省政府

Xiwu Lu

Hou Zai Men 后宰门

Xi 7 Lu

西八路

K

Beikuo Men

Miaohou Jie

莲湖路

LIAN HU
PARK

Lianhu Lu

西仓

Lixin Jie

Xi Cang

药王洞

Xi 8 Lu

Shuncheng Bei Lu 顺城北路

Beixin Jie

Qingnian Lu 青年路

Yaowang Dong

顺城北路

自强东路

TRAIN STATION

J

Ziqiang Dong Lu

Shangjian Lu 尚 俭 路

Tietasi Lu

Xiangmi Yuan

Xiwu Yuan

Shuncheng Bei Lu

I

NORTH GATE
(BEI MEN)

自强西路

Huancheng Bei Lu 环城 北路

(SHANG WU MEN)

H

Ziqiang Xi Lu

Shangqin Lu 尚 勤 路

12

大庆路

Daqing Lu

Xinghuo Lu

(YU XIANG MEN)

G
Taihua Lu

11

10

Xixie Lu

Xinghuo Lu

11

F

X�’�� D�������

太华路

9

丰禾 路

N

Kangfu Lu

Jingjiu Lu

Leju Chan
g

Taiyi Lu
Andong Jie

Anxi Jie

Yanta Beilu

Zhuque Da Jie

Taibai Bei Lu

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

路

Xiwu Yuan

xianease

TRAIN STATION

Zhu Hong Lu朱 宏 路
Xi Wu Lu 西 五 路

GE MING
PARK

Beixin Jie

Lixin Jie

Lian Meng Xiang

Taoyuan Bei Lu

LIAN HU

Xi 7 Lu
Hou Zai Men

Shuncheng Bei Lu
Xi 8 Lu

Dong 4 Lu

Dong 5 Lu

Dong 6 Lu

Dong 7 Lu

Dong 8 Lu

Shangqin Lu

Lian Hu Lu 莲 湖 路

Qingnian Lu

Yaowang Dong

NORTH GATE
(BEI MEN)

Changle Xi Lu

西路

长乐西路

Changying Xi Lu 长 缨 西 路

华清

路

Changying Dong Lu

长缨东路

Xinggong Lu 兴 工 路

Huaqing Dong Lu 华 清 东 路

gle D
Chan

Lu
ong

长乐东路

道

Xinqiao Lu新 桥 路

Da Qing Lu 大 庆 路

Xinghuo
Lu星 火 路
Xizhan Lu

Xixie Lu

Gongnong Lu

Huancheng Bei Lu

Jian Hua Lu

Shuncheng Bei Lu 顺 城 北 路

自强东路

u
Xi L

含元

速干

D on

ng D
gche

Lu

大道

通塬路

金桥二路

o 东城
a Da

Tong Yuan

道

金桥三路

大

Jinqiao 2 Lu

an

环城北路

g
qin
Hua

Hanyuan Lu

架快

灞

Jinqiao 3 Lu

金桥五路

P

u

Taihua Nan Lu太 华 南 路

Da Qing Lu 大 庆 路

城

文景路

Ziqiang Dong Lu

Erma Lu

Xiang

Jianqiang Lu 建 强 路

Ziqiang Xi Lu 自 强 西 路

Zhenhua Lu

Xiangrong

Xi’an Elevated Expressway Main Road 西
安高

Jinqiao 5 Lu

Ch

汉

Zhuhong Lu朱 宏 路

gL

西斜路

Yongxin Lu

on

11

邓六路

C
eD

Xixie Lu

Mingguang Lu明 光 路

h
han

Fenghe Lu 丰 禾 路

Mingguang Lu
Xingzhong Lu 兴 中 路

Wenjing Lu

Hongmiaopo Lu

Weiyang Lu未 央 路

Daxing Dong Lu 大 兴 东 路

Kai Yuan Lu
Longshou Nanlu

Tai He Lu太 和 路

Lu

Xi’an Elevated Expressway Main Road

Luo Men Lu
Nongxing Lu

Yu Jing Lu御 井 路

nC
he
ng

路

朱宏路

DA MING GONG
PALACE

Maqizhai Lu马 旗 寨 路

米秦南路
Miqin Nan Lu

十里铺北路

Longshou Beilu

Lu

Miqin Bei Lu

Shilipu Bei Lu

Ha

u 大
兴西

Xi L

Zhu Hong Lu

Miqin

Guangyuntan Da Dao广 运 潭 大 道
米秦路

米秦北路

路
西
河

Pi Jiu Lu 啤 酒 路

Beichen Dong Lu
Taiyuan Lu 矿 山 路

路

Longshou Beilu 龙 首 北 路

Taihua Bei Lu
Taiyuan Lu 太 元 路

Beichen Lu北 辰 路

Jinmao 9 Lu

10

Dengliu Lu

ing

Wenjing Lu文 景 路
Linde Lu

太华北路

Xuanwu Lu 玄 武 路

Yong Qing Lu永 庆 路

Fengcheng Nanlu

Guangan Lu 广 安 路

Guangyuntan Xi Lu 广 运 潭 西 路

Dax

凤竹一路

二环北路

道

Chanba Da Dao

路

Er huan Bei Lu - Second Ring Road- North

大

柳
东
路

道

博

大

六

灞大道

柳
西
路

Lu
灞

桥

Chanba Da Dao

灞一路

灞二路

Lu

Xi

亚

世

Do
ng
Lu
灞

欧

金

Fengcheng 1 Lu 凤 城 一 路

Chanba 1 Lu

Chanba 2 Lu

Ch Ch
an anh
he e
Xi Don
Lu
g

Ba
liu

Ba
liu

ao
aD
aD
uy

路

O

文

Jinqiao 6 Lu

Liyuan Lu 梨 园 路

Feng Jing Lu 丰 景 路

Minjing 1 Lu民 经 一 路
Fengcheng 2 Lu 凤 城 二 路

凤城三路

华

oD
aD
ao

Shib

O

Lu港 务 西 路

Fengcheng 1 Lu

Kai Yuan Lu开 元 路
Fengcheng 3 Lu

Beichen Lu北 辰 路

Fengcheng 2 Lu

Yong Hui Lu永 徽 路

Fengcheng 3 Lu 凤 城 三 路

Taihua Bei Lu

石化大道

Zhen Guan Lu贞 观 路

Fengcheng 4 Lu 凤 城 四 路

N

河东

Shihua Da Dao

Fengcheng 4 Lu 凤 城 四 路

Ouya Da Dao 欧 亚 大 道

Bah

Shihua Da Dao 石 化 大 道

Ouya 2 Lu

Ouya 3 Lu 欧 亚 三 路

Yu Chang Lu 渔 场 路

路

西路
灞河

Fengcheng 5 Lu 凤 城 五 路

灞浦一

Lu

High Way

Changqing 2 Lu

Lu

Ouya 6 Lu 欧 亚 六 路

Bapu 1

M

Lu

路
东
河
灞

2 Ring Road

Fengcheng 5 Lu 凤 城 五 路

常青二路

Yong Xin Lu 永 信 路

Fengcheng 8 Lu 凤 城 八 路

Hongqu Nan Lu 汉 渠 南 路

路

L

ng
e Do

Fengcheng 6 Lu 凤 城 六 路

Wei Bin Jie渭 滨 街

Fengcheng 7 Lu 凤 城 七 路

Hong Qi Lu 红 旗 路

环

昭远门

北三

en Lu

outh

Zhaoyuanm

K

ng

3 Ring Road

凤城八路

Yu Zao Lu 鱼 藻 路

Yuan Cheng Lu 苑 城 路

J

Bei San Huan - Third Ring R
oad- S

Long Shuo Lu 龙 朔 路

Fengcheng 9 Lu 凤 城 九 路

I

Do

Fengcheng 7 Lu 凤 城 七 路

Fengcheng 8 Lu

Fengcheng 9 Lu 凤 城 九 路

g 10 Lu
Fengchen

Xi'an Highway 西 安 绕 城 高 速

朔路
Lu 元

H

he

1 Ring Road

Shuo

Fengcheng 10 Lu 凤 城 十 路

Yuan

G

H

METRO LINE 4
6:00-23:38

F

Ba

Lu

METRO LINE 3
6:00-23:00

METRO LINE 2
6:00-23:50

E

Bei Lu凤 城 北 路

METRO LINE 1
6:00-23:30

SMALL WILD
GOOSE PAGODA

SHAANXI
PROVINCIAL
MUSEUM

TRAIN STATION

N

D

Wenjing Lu文 景 路

BIG WILD
GOOSE PAGODA

C

Fengcheng

DRUM TOWER

BELL TOWER

LEGEND:

B
Jianyuan Lu建 元 路
路

Longshuo Nan Lu
北

Guangyun
tan Da Dao 广 运 潭 大 道

华

A
Xi Bin Lu

ua

n
We
ua

Ta
ih

西滨路

太

128
Lu杏 畏 路

Lu

Xing Wei

Be
i

Gangwu Xi
X
he

i Lu

河东路
河西路

Changron

Wanshou Bei Lu万 寿 北 路

Xingfu Bei Lu 幸 福 北 路

Wannian Lu万 年 路

Gongyuan Bei Lu 公

Qingong Lu勤 工 路

Er huan Dong Lu - Second Ring Road- East二 环 东 路

Kang Fu Lu康 复 路

Hua

Shunc

Shangjian Lu

Shangde Lu

Bei

Xi Bei 3 Lu

Bei

H

Laodong Bei Lu

T

Fengzhu 1 Lu

洛门路

Er huan Xi Lu - Second Ring Road- West

Tu

12

www.xianease.com

八北路

丈八四路

Tan
g

yan

Zhangba 3 Lu

Zhangba 4 Lu

Zhangba 5 Lu

Nan
lu

Zhangba 1 Lu

Zhangba 2 Lu

Xife
ng

唐
延
南
路

丈八三路

丈八四路

Wen
du

Lu

西沣

n Da Dao

Hang Tia

雁塔南路

Dianzi Nan Jie电

Lu
子南

Dongyi Lu东 仪 路

Duyan Lu

沣泾一路

路

Hang Tuo Lu

Hang Kai Lu

公田三路

Hang Tian Da Dao

春临四路

东

路

江

大

道

寒窑路

航天大道

春临二路

Chunlin 1 Lu

Hangtian Donglu航 天 东 路

神州六路

Shenzhou Da Dao

Shenzhou 3 Lu

Shenzhou 2 Lu

Hanftian Xilu

Shenzhou 1 Lu

Chang’an Na
n Lu

Guangchang Bei Lu

街

Jingning Lu

Zi Wu Da Dao子 午 大 道

丈八二路

丈八五路

29

Hangtian Zhong Lu 航 天 中 路

gL

路

u
1L

Ya
nx
i an

金犊

u

u2

u3L

Lu

to
ngqu
Hua

uto
q
ang
Hu

u

春临一路

航

天

大

道

n
Xi'a

way
High

Ning An Lu

西安

环

Tangyuan Nanlu

高速

n
xia
Yan

绕城

宁安路

南三

gL

u

唐苑南

路

BOTANICAL
GARDEN

Dong Yue Lu 东 月 路

Xinxing Nan Lu 新 兴 南 路

Kangning Lu 康 宁 路

outh
g Road- S
d Rin
Nan San Huan - Thir

hai
jiaz
Yue

D
Jin

路

Zhangjiapo Lu
张家坡路

Xiangning Dong Lu 咸 宁 东 路

Hansen Don Lu 韩 森 东 路

Gao Huang Lu 高 黄 路

Hua Shan Lu 华 山 路

ng

o
nG

神州四路

W��� T� A�������� Y��� B������� O� T�� X������� M��?
E����: sales@xianease.com �� C���: 134-8463-9040

航天大道

Chunlin 4 Lu

蓉

曲

Chunlin 2 Lu
春临三路

Lu

Weiqu Bei Jie 韦 曲 北 街

Changxing Beilu长 兴 北 路

Xibu Da Dao 西 部 大 道

金滹沱二路

Chunlin 3 Lu

芙

o

Hanyao Lu

Lu

da

影

u
uL

西

Yanxiang Lu

Yinghua 2 Lu 樱 花 二 路

西部大道

Jinhutuo 2 Lu

Jinhutuo 1 Lu 金 滹 沱 一 路

Qujiangchi Nan Lu 曲 江 池 南 路

Yannan 4 Lu

Qujiangchi Bei Lu

QU JIANG CHI
PARK

Do
ng

Da

Gongtian 5 Lu公 田 五 路

Xibu Da Dao

Yannan 2 Lu 雁 南 二 路
Yannan 3 Lu 雁 南 三 路

ro
ng

Furong Nan Lu 芙 蓉 南 路

Gongtian 2 Lu

西沣四路

Zi Wu Da Dao

an 3
Gongti

Xifeng 4 Lu

Yanta Nanlu

西沣三路

雁塔南路

Xifeng 3 Lu

Yanhuan Lu

SHAANXI
TV TOWEI

(SHAANXI DIAN SHI TA)

Yanzhan Lu 雁 展 路

Tiantan Lu

Shida Lu

Cuiwei Lu

Fu

ng

路

in
Xiy

g Lu

G65 Baom
ao Ex
py包
Gong
茂

Xibu Da Dao 西 部 大 道

Tangyan Lu唐 延 路
u 雁环路

Faithful Language School

长安西路

Tiantan Xi Lu

Changming Lu

(DA TANG FU RONG YUAN)

jia

Qu

Qujiangchi Dong Lu曲 江 池 东 路

锦业三路

Gaoxin Lu

Xi'an
西安绕城
NanHighway
San Huan - Third
速 Ring高Road
South 南 三 环

Changan Xi lu

Dongyi Lu东 仪 路

nL
hua

Yan

Dianzi Zheng Jie 电 子 正 街

Zhangba Dong Lu 丈 八 东 路

Mingde 2 Lu 明 德 二 路

Zhuque Da Jie 朱 雀 大 街

Jinye 2 Lu

Fengjing 1 Lu

西沣一路

Dianzi Xi Lu 电 子 西 路
电子四路

长安南路

Xi’an iSchool

Yanta Nanlu

Xifeng 1 Lu

太
白
南
路

Dianzi 6 Lu

Dianzi 4 Lu

Changming Lu

Yannan 1 Lu

Miaopotou Lu

南三环

Lu
Mingde 1 Lu

Yannan 1 Lu

Lu

TANG PARADISE

ong

ng D

Furo

影

Xinkaimen Nan lu新 开 门 南 路

i
ny
Ya

22

Yuhua 1 Lu 鱼 化 一 路
Qujiangchi Xi Lu曲 江 池 西 路

锦业一路

Fenghui Nan Lu沣 惠 南 路

Na
n
芙蓉西路

Jinye 1 Lu

Lu
Qingsong Lu

雁塔西路

Cuihua Lu翠 华 路

YONG YANG
PARK

ai

锦业路

Ta
ib
g

丈八西路

Lu
ron
Lu
Xi

Zhangba Xi Lu

ha

Bais
XI’AN MARTYRS’
CEMETERY
(XI’AN LIE SHI
LING YUAN)

Hanguang Lu含 光 路

Dianzi 3 Lu

太
白
南
路
Dianzi 2 Lu 电 子 二 路

Yanta Xi Lu

Xiy

西

青
Lu

Lu
ing

ng

glo

Qin

路

g Lu

tian 6

Jinye 3 Lu

Tuanjie Nan Lu团 结 南 路
Hongzhuan Nanlu

Cien Xilu慈 恩 西 路

木塔寺西路

永
松
路

科技六路

Lu

Mutasi Xilu

oxin

Ga
Jiangkang Dong Lu

Chang’an Nan Lu
Fu

Keji 8 Lu 科 技 八 路

沣惠南路
Dianzi Dong Jie

Dianzi 1 Lu 电 子 一 路

Yanta Xi Lu

Leyou Dong Lu

Furong Xi Lu

Keji 6 Lu

u

Dingbai Lu 丁 白 路

Xiaozhai Dong Lu 小 寨 东 路

-

Houcun Xilu 后 村 西 路

Lu

龙

ian

Jinye Lu

Gaoxin 6 Lu高 新 六 路

路

Yucai Lu 育 才 路
Xingshansi Dongjie 兴 善 寺 东 街

n
Na

Rin

路
翔
雁

路
翔
雁

21

Zhangba Bei Lu丈
eil
u 新开门北路

Keji 7 Lu 科 技 七 路

高
新
一
路

4L

高
新
路

Lu

Keji

Lu

二

Xingshansi Xijie

E

an
r hu

ond
Sec

Jiangong Lu 建 工 路

Lu

Keji 6 Lu 科 技 六 路

高
新
二
路
延路

Keji 5
Lu

ha
ng

u 科
技

gso

2L

Yon
Xiaozhai Xi Lu 小 寨 西 路

Chong Ye Lu 崇 业 路

Zhuque Da Jie 朱 雀 大 街

Keji

an

路

ai N

创

长安北路

Keji 5 Lu 科 技 五 路

u

科

Feng Hua Lu

ang Po

四路

Lu

路

南路

建设路

二

Ai Xue Lu 爱 学 路

Hansen Lu 韩 森 路

17 Jiefang

16 Jiefang

15 Jiefang

14 Jiefang

路
南
园
公

20

Hancheng Nan Lu汉 城 南 路

ang

华

二环

Wenyi Nan Lu文 艺 南 路

科技

u

Kec
hu

光

th

含光路
Hanguang Lu

路

Lu

Yanta Beilu 雁 塔 北 路

科技四路

3L

Xiyan Lu 西
B
en

Keji 4 Lu

2L

Lu

u 科
技
一

u
kaim

三路

u

1L

Bais
Xin

科技

4L

Lu
Taib

1L

hua

Jiangshe Lu

uth
- So
oad
gR

路
环南

Jingguan Lu

CHANG LE
PARK

x
Yan

Keji 3 Lu

Tangyan Lu唐 延 路
Fenghui Nan Lu

科技二路

oxin

ang

oxin

jiu

Keji

Ga

Gu

Tiyuchang Bei Lu

Zhen Xing Lu

Jing

Keji 2 Lu

oxin

Ga

路

oxin

Ga

技

Hong Ying Lu

Guang Da Lu

Chang’an Bei Lu

Keji 1 Lu

Ga

oxin

科

Ga

Lu

Bian Xi Jie
Xi He Jia Cun

Cao Ch

路
鸣
长

19

Kunmingchi Lu

Sou

Bian Dong Jie

Shui Wen Xiang

安东街

Nan

Lu

18

Min Jie Lu

Taiyi Lu太 乙 路
uan

17

Tuanjie Nan Lu团 结 南 路

gR
oad
-

Leju Chang

Tangxing Lu 唐 兴 路

Taibai Bei Lu太 白 北 路

Rin

Huzhu Lu

Santa Lu

Jinkang Lu 金 康 路

ngy

16

二环西路

Ke
Ji

劳动南路

Laodong Nan lu

- Se
con
d

Tian Shui Jing

Lu

Wenyi Bei Lu

Yuhuazhai Jie

Fengdeng Nan Lu
安西街

友谊东路

Jingjiu Lu经 九 路

15

Taoyuan Nan Lu桃 园 南 路
Youyi Dong Lu

Xiangning Xi Lu 咸 宁 西 路

XING QING
PARK

Dongguan Zheng Jie

Xingqing Lu

Ke Ji Lu 科 技 路

Nan Guang Ji Jie

Jiang Dong Jie 建 东 街

Fang

Suoluo Xiang

Changle

Yongle Lu

Jiao Da Jie交 大 街

Youyi Xi Lu 友 谊 西 路

Kaitong Xiang

Jiang Xi Jie 建 西 街

Heping Lu

Na
n

Baishu Lin

Tiyuguan Nan Lu

Jianguo
4 Xiang

Shuncheng Nan Lu

Anxi Jie

uan

Si Fu Jie
Bao En Si Jie

Xia Ma Ling

环城南路

Wu Dao Shi Zi

EAST GATE
(DONG MEN)

Andong Jie

Er h

Nan Xiao Xiang
Da Xue Nan Lu

Qiao Zi Kou
Ren Yi Lu

g
Dongyan
Shi

Dongsan
Dao Xiang

东大街

Dong 1 Lu

环城东路

Xishi Nan Lu

Xishi Bei Lu

Nanma Dao Xiang

SOUTH GATE
(NAN MEN)

Shuncheng Nan Lu

BEI LIN

Xiancang Xiang

FENG QING
PARK

Damai Shi Jie
Xia
ng

Duanlu Men

De
fu

Dongmutou Shi

Dong Da Jie (East Street)

Xi 1 Lu 西 一 路

Dong 3 Lu

Dong 2 Lu

Dongguan Nanjie

Huancheng Nan Lu

Nan Da Jie

Nan Yuan Men Fen Xiang

Qiao Zi Kou

Dongcang Men

火炬路
Hou Ju Lu

Wen Xing Xiang

Fengdeng Bei Lu

XI’AN PEONY
PARK

Laodong Lu劳 动 路
Wu Xing Jie

Huimin Jie

Xi Bang Zi Shi

Da Jie (North Street)

(MU DAN YUAN)

Huancheng Xi Lu
Xingqing Xilu

Da Zhai Lu 大 寨 路

环城西路

WEST GATE
(XI MEN) Xiju Yuan Xiang

SOFITEL XI’AN ON
RENMIN SQUARE
HOTEL

SHAANXI Dongxin Jie
PEOPLE’S
GOVERNMENT

Xingqing Lu兴 庆 路

14

Sajin Qiao
Juhua Yuan
Jianguo Lu

Fengqing Lu 丰 庆 路

Xiyang Shi

Bei Guang Ji Jie

Xi Da Jie (West Street) 西 大 街

Miaohou Jie

Xixin Jie

Jiefang Lu解 放 路

Kun Ming Lu 昆 明 路

Xiguan Zheng Jie

ima Dao Xiang北 马 道 巷
Xijuyuan Xiang

Xi Hua Men

Hong Fu Jie

PARK

Shangjian Lu

Fenghao Dong Lu 丰 镐 东 路

Tietasi Lu 铁 塔 寺 路

Xi Cang

Shangqin Lu

13

uanjie Bei Lu

Fenghao Xi Lu 丰 镐 西 路

Tuanjie Dong Lu

Taoyuan Lu

Hong Guang Lu 红 光 路

Tuanjie Xi Lu 团 结 西 路

ancheng Dong Lu
Go

Lu

cheng Dong Lu顺 城 东 路

Xingfu Nan Lu 幸 福 南 路
Wanshou Nan Lu 万 寿 南 路

u1

u
Gengxin Jie

Gongyuan Nan Lu公 园 南 路

Ch

ito

园北路

g
an
ng
mi

Be
ich

Xingfu Zhong Lu 幸 福 中 路
Wanshou Zhong Lu万 寿 中 路
Lu

Lu

Kangle Lu康 乐 路

Tian Ma

u2

ng Bei Lu

ito

Lu沁 水 路

Be
ich

Qin Shui
田马路

Hua Jian Lu 花 间 路

路
公
引
雁

Lu

Yanxiang Lu
雁翔路

Lu公田 高 速
六路

F

18

17

16

19

18

17

16

E

15

D
15

C

14

30

xianease

H

I

J

www.xianease.com

31

Travel

10 Birds to Look
Out for in Xi’an
Article by John McGovern

Living in the city you may be accustomed to the lack of wildlife around, but if you look
closely the parks and gardens of Xi’an are home to many different types of birds. You’ve
probably noticed the azure-winged magpies, spotted doves, blackbirds and tree
sparrows that are literally everywhere, or even a great spotted woodpecker
common to university campuses.
Here in Xi’an we have a lot of green space, from Daminggong to Qujiang
Lake and the new Botanical Gardens, there are a lot of places to explore,
and while you do so, here are ten birds to look out for that are all
common residents.

Common Swift
雨燕

Firstly, you’ve got no excuse for not noticing this one. Along
with the return of the barn swallows in April you will also see
amongst them common swifts, especially around the Bell Tower
and Drum Tower where they swoop around catching flies. These
birds fly almost continuously, nearly never coming down
to land, and when they do they cling to the sides of
walls or roofs rather than ever landing
on the floor.

Common Tern
普通燕鸥

The Chinese name for the tern is literally “swallow gull”. More
commonly thought of as a seabird, there are common birds
around Chanba, Qujiang Lake, and even sometimes on the moat
around the city wall. Different from the ungainly gulls, they
swoop and dive like a swallow and you generally only need to
watch them for a few minutes before you’ll see them dive arrowlike into the water to catch a fish.
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Common
Kingfisher
普通翠鸟

Speaking of catching fish, here is the emperor
of the species. The ‘cui’ in the Chinese term means
emerald green, the flash of colour you see as the
kingfisher flies past, which is the same character as
in Cuihua Mountain or Cuihua Road. Walking around
Qujiang Lake you are likely to see it flying low over the
water, or even sitting on a rock waiting for its opportunity.
I have even seen it on the rock in the pond in Shaanxi Normal
University, where you’re literally standing only a few metres from
this impressive bird.

White Wagtail
白鹡鸰

While you’re near the water, look out for the white
wagtails hopping around at the side, common all around
the city near lakes, rivers or the city walls moat. You’ll
notice it’s high-pitched call but its main distinguishing
feature is of course its long tail which wags up and
down as it walks around, thus, the wagtail!

Little Grebe
小鸊鷉

If you want to look really clever, this is the bird to know.
While everyone by the lake is pointing out the “ducks” to
their kids, you can clarify that the birds on the lake, which
dive down every 30 seconds or so to catch fish, are not
ducks but grebes. Very common on Qujiang Lake and other
such bodies of water, this bird is also one for impressing
your friends by your knowledge of two Chinese
characters that no Chinese person recognises!

White-cheeked Starling
灰椋鸟

Moving away from the water, one of the most common birds in
parks, and also most probably inside your residential area is the
white-cheeked starling. Mostly grey and black but with orange
beaks and legs you’ll see small flocks of them moving
around together looking for insects, and then
before sunset gathering in the trees where
they chatter away before roosting.

www.xianease.com
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Melodious
Laughingthrush
画眉鸟

Also common everywhere around the city is the “hwamei”, as it’s
sometimes referred to in English but always referred to in Chinese,
as the “huamei niao”. This brown bird has a bright white ring around
its eyes and a stripe going to the back of its head, making it easily
recognisable. Usually hopping around in ones or twos you will also see this
bird in your backyard. Its song is loud and sharp, listen out for it in the late
afternoons too as it competes to be the loudest of all residents.

Light-vented Bulbul
白头鹎

The third of the common garden birds you will see is
this species of bulbul. To the untrained eye the starling,
laughingthrush and bulbul can look fairly similar, but the
light-vented bulbul has a lot more white on the cap
of its head, as per its Chinese name, and its
breast. Again, congregating in
flocks, this bird is unmissable
in Xi’an.

Eurasian Hoopoe 戴胜

Moving out of the city a bit, this bird is common around
the countryside of Shaanxi province and a sometime visitor
to the city in parks and on university campuses too. This
bird is bright orange and black, with an unmistakeable
crest on its head and is a stunning bird to see. The hoopoe
is the national bird of Israel, was considered sacred in
Ancient Egypt, and the King of the Birds in Ancient
Greece, and even makes an appearance in the Quran and
the Bible!

Red-billed Blue Magpie
红嘴蓝鹊

Lastly, and perhaps even more impressive than the hoopoe, this magpie is
also common in the less peopled green areas of Xi’an, in parks around the
outskirts of the city. But, whereas the pied magpie is plain black and white,
and the azure-winged magpie is a shiny grey, this bird has an
extremely long, bright blue tail, shiny white forehead and
bright red legs and beak.
So there you have it, let us know if you have seen any
more birds which should be added to this list!

John McGovern is a long-term Xi’an resident and manager
at Young Pioneer Tours travel agency. Find out information by
emailing john@youngpioneertours.com
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It Takes Two to
Tandem:
Cycling Across China
Article by Marcus Myer

MM: Tell us who you are
M&D: We are Mathilde and David, a 30-year old French couple.
We used to work for an organic agriculture development
in France. At that time, we were already enjoying bicycle
trips during summer holidays. Despite the fact that we both
loved our jobs and our settled life, we decided to start a new
adventure for our honeymoon: a long journey on a tandem
bike.

MM: Tell us about your trip in general. How
long has it been and which countries have
you travelled to?

Christmas 2019. In January 2020, we cycled back to China in
order to reach Central Asia, but COVID-19 altered our plans.
We arrived in Xi’an in May 2020, after more than 22500km
cycled and 22 countries crossed! I’ve also had a chance to try
some of the local food. I love the Roujiamo and the barbeque.
I’ve just come from Indonesia, which is a Muslim country,
so it is interesting to see some similar flavors when visiting
Muslim Street. And, of course, there is other Chinese food.
Cantonese. Sichuan cuisine. I love spicy food, so I’ve had no
problem adjusting. It really seems like you can find anything
you like in Xi’an.

M&D: We started on October 14th, 2018. We first cycled to
Morocco to enjoy a sunny and warm winter, then we crossed
all of Western Europe from Portugal to Finland. Basically, the
purpose of the journey was initially to visit a friend who lives
close to Helsinki. That took us about 10 months. Then some
other close friends moved to Thailand and invited us to visit
them too. We were still motivated and took up the challenge.
We got our Russian and Chinese visas and we arrived in Asia
via the Trans-Siberian train. After a short ride through Inner
Mongolia and a long journey by train and bus, we cycled from
Dali in Yunnan, all the way to Bangkok, where we arrived for
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MM: What inspired you to do this trip?
M&D: As we said before, our previous routine was to take
two-week journeys during the summer holidays in France.
We also read a lot of books about travelling and that fed our
dream of an environmentally friendly long-distance journey.
So we decided to establish our rules for travelling. Starting
from house, no planes would be allowed and we would do
as much biking as possible. We would like to give back to
the word as we travelled its grandeur. Nowadays, travel often
means buying a cheap flight ticket to go far abroad for a few
weeks. In our mind, something is wrong with this reality. For
us, travelling is a lifestyle and a strong engagement. We were
also curious to see how far we could go and for how long!

MM: What were some of the most memorable
things that you have experienced on your trip?

a wonderful experience in Yunnan. One evening, we arrived
in a village looking for a place to stay. We randomly knocked
at a house and a women opened the door with a wide smile
and instantly let us in. We did not have to say or explain
anything! It turns out that it was the first-moon celebration
for a recently born baby of the family. In their tradition, if a
foreigner comes during this event, it is a blessing! We were
introduced as godfather and godmother to the kid and were
asked to give him a French name. We chose “Théo”. Then
we had a lovely stay with the whole family and we enjoyed
delicious food and restful night.

MM: How did you manage and budget for your
travels?

M&D: In 2018, we spent 13,000€ for our wedding party and
we received back, as a gift, about 14000€. So, we decided
to spend all of this money on our honeymoon. Since the
M&D: Cycling in the desert of Morocco was just amazing, beginning, we have had an average budget of 500€ per
riding to Baikal lake blew our mind, and getting lost in a month for the two of us, all inclusive. It is quite low and we
very remote part of Laos was so exciting! In China, we had try to spend even less to be able to travel as long as possible!

MM: What will you do next?
M&D: We want to head back to France by crossing Central
Asia and close the loop. Due to the COVID-19 crisis, all land
borders with China are currently closed. So, we have decided
to take this opportunity to have a break and postponed this
aim until next spring.

MM: Tell us about your trip to Xi’an.
M&D: We cycled from Chongqing to Xi’an. We really enjoyed
crossing the Qinling mountains following G210 road. Such
wonderful views and environment! Once we arrived in Xi’an
city, we adored the place and decided to settle there for a
while. After more than one month, we are now back on the
road, heading south again to Sichuan, where we will work
on an ecological farm close to Mianyang city.

Marcus Myer is a cycling enthusiast and writer for XIANEASE. You can
follow along with Mathilde and David’s trip on their website at
https://mavidetdathilde.frama.site or on Instagram @mavidetdathilde

www.xianease.com
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Travel Without
Borders
Article by Lauren Thomas & Jason Rogers

T

he temperatures are sky high. The
pollution is down. The smell of kao
rou and beer is around every corner.
It must be summertime in Xi’an. For most
of us summer is a time for vacation and
relaxation with friends and family. However,
with the borders closed and no new
information on when they will reopen, we
are left wondering if we can even enjoy our
summer vacation. Well, my friends, I am
happy to tell you that the answer is yes. All
you need is some technology and a little
creativity, and you too can be sipping Mai
Tai’s on a Thai beach, without ever having to
leave the comfort of your apartment.
With the whole world in quarantine, many
people are looking for ways to escape their
new normal. With this desire to escape has
come the concept of “virtual travel”, where
you can digitally travel when you otherwise
cannot. I have researched many methods
of virtual travel and I’ve broken them down
into three categories so that you can choose
your own adventure. So, turn off the Netflix
and let’s get to it.asted after all.

Category 1:

Virtual Landscapes
38

The first and easiest way to leave Xi’an is via
virtual landscapes. With this method you
log in to watch a live stream of a popular
vacation destination. There are many
websites you can visit with many different
options for live streams; from beaches, to
cityscapes. You can even watch safari live
streams where you may be lucky enough to
spot a baby elephant.
Here are some things I suggest to make your
vacation feel as authentic as possible.
• Play your live stream on the biggest screen
you have available. Note some of the videos
don’t have sound. Create a soundtrack of
ocean waves, city noises or your favorite
music of choice to help set the scene.
(You can also sometimes find live streams
that work with various VR rigs for a more
immersive experience).
• Find a smell trigger to make your brain
think you’re in your destination. Whether it
be a scented candle, a room spray or even
wearing your go-to sunscreen.
• Dress the part. Instead of staying in your
sweats wear what you would normally wear
on your vacation.
• Decorate your apartment. Now’s the time
to break out those souvenirs from your last

holiday. Place them around the room to
make your escape even more immersive.
For live streams, check out Earthcam.com,
HDontap.com, and mpalalive.org/live_cam/
safari. Another option is to check out your
favorite video sharing site such as Youku for
videos of other great destinations. To find a
2-hour beach video on Youku I searched for
海浪 (ocean waves) and found a couple that
worked well. These streams are definitely
something that pulls you in.

Category 2:
Virtual Tours

The next experience on our list is the virtual
tour. Many different tourist locations can be
explored through your smartphone. Have
you always wanted to visit the Louvre or
walk through the Sistine Chapel? We got
you. Want to visit the Great Wall of China
but don’t want to deal with the crowds?
We’ve got you there too. Missing the rush
of adrenaline you get from riding your
favorite theme park rides? Of course, we
got you. Wishing you could experience
the Grand Canyon in all its splendor? Then
look no further than your smartphone. By
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simply going to a website and clicking a link you can be instantly
transported to your next great adventure.
• Most of these virtual tours make use of 360o video or photos. So
they are best viewed via smartphone or via VR headset (especially in
the case of the theme park rides).
• Most of these tours are free.
• If you ever wanted to experience a theme park ride while having a
few drinks, now you can!
Most of these tours can be found by going directly to the museum’s
or organization’s website. For the theme park rides, head over to
your favorite video streaming site (they won’t be officially affiliated
with the theme parks, but they’re just as awesome).

Category 3:

Immersive Experiences
The final experience is the most interactive and possibly the most
fun way to travel virtually. Spearheaded by TripAdvisor, you can
now take part in an immersive cultural experience. From learning
to make traditional Italian pasta from Tuscany to solving the Jack
the Ripper murders in London, you can delve into a unique cultural
exchange with locals. The process is fairly simple. First you visit the
TripAdvisor virtual tours site (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Articlesl226-Virtual_tours.html). Next choose your activity from their list
and choose your preferred date and time.
• Most of these courses cost somewhere between 250 – 600 RMB
for 2 people.
• You can pay via PayPal, credit card or Google pay. You will be
charged in USD.
• Most of these classes can be done either privately or with a small
group of strangers or friends.
• It’s also a great activity for couples to fight off the COVID cabin
fever.
Some of my personal favorites from TripAdvisor’s list include the
Tiramisu online cooking class, the virtual Aperitivo lesson and the
Dance like the Greek live online lesson. Whichever you choose, it’s
bound to be incredible.
Virtual travel has improved drastically in the last couple of years. Had
you asked me just last year to do a virtual vacation instead of taking
another trip to Thailand, I would have flat out refused. But now,
especially in our current situation, if you told me that I can visit a
cool new place and learn a useful and interesting skill all without the
tiny airplane seats, crowds, and cumbersome luggage, I’d jump at
the opportunity. So let’s embrace our new normal while still having
a good holiday.

www.xianease.com
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15 Travel words

in Mandarin
Article by Helen Bai

Been stuck at home for too long? Been busy dealing with work, both online and
offline? It’s time for travel! Of course, traveling out of China is still not possible at the
moment, since COVID-19 might be waiting for your arrival in the airport. Oops, did
I just tell you something that coronavirus doesn’t want you to know? Ayways, today I
have 15 travel words in Mandarin that you probably don’t want to miss.

放假
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Have a great trip (旅途愉快 lǚ tú yú kuài)!

fàng jiàng

旅游
lu yóu

自驾游

(v) have a holiday

(v) to travel

(n) road trip

旅行社

lu xíng shè

导游

dao yóu

订

dìng

(v) have a holiday

(n) tour guide

(v) to book

机票
ji piào

酒店

Jiu diàn

高铁票

gao tie piào

flight ticket

(n) hotel

(n) high-speed train ticket

放假

fàng jiàng

送机

纪念品

(v) have a holiday

(v) drive someone to the airport

退房

tuì fáng

入住
rù zhù

pián yì dian r

(v) check-out of a hotel

(v) check-in to a hotel

Can you offer it to me cheaper?

sòng ji

zì jià yóu

便宜点儿

xianease

Do you want to write for xianease? We are looking for contributors for
future issues of xianease and we are hosting a Writer’s Workshop on
July. 7th at 8:30PM at the KI Building on North Street (北大街). If you
have questions or would like more information, scan the QR code.

www.xianease.com

41

Community

Getting a
Driver’s
License
in Xi’an
Article by Francis Miller & Jin Zhou

Are you looking to buy, rent, or borrow a car in Xi’an? Or just drive a motor vehicle in China? In any case, you
will need a Chinese driver’s license in order to legally operate a vehicle.
Getting a driver’s license in China requires significant preparation. If your Chinese is not at an advanced level,
then it will be helpful (even necessary) to have a Chinese friend who can assist with some steps. However,
the effort is well worth it. Once you have studied for the test and your paperwork is ready, you can have your
driver’s license in hand in as fast as a day. Moreover, your first driver’s license will be valid for a period of 5
years, and it will allow you to drive a car just about anywhere in China!
For the sake of simplicity, this article is only going to explain getting a C1 driver’s license for a motor vehicle
(not motorcycles) for foreign passport holders. Additionally, this article is only going to explain the process for
those foreigners who already hold a driver’s license from their home country (if you are a foreigner without a
driver’s license from your home country, the process is longer, more complex, and more expensive).
So, how do you get a license?

Before You Go
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So, here is how to get started. You will first need to collect the following items:

1

Your passport and a copy of your passport

2

Your overseas driver’s license and a copy of your overseas driver’s license

3

A copy of your residence permit (or other valid visa, which is required to be a visa of at least 1 year in
duration)

4

A copy of your registration form of temporary residence (This is from your local police station, called a 境
外人员住宿登记表. This is from the registration process you are required to complete anytime you change
employers, residences, or visas.)

5

A notarized translation of your overseas driver’s license from a certified translation agency in Xi’an. If you
have trouble finding one, ask around!
xianease

6

7

A driver’s license health check (to find a hospital closest to you, use https://sn.122.gov.cn/#map – at the top of this
page, you can use the 服务内容 to select 驾驶人体检. The map on this page will then populate with hospitals that
provide the health check for drivers. Click on the hospital result to get the phone number. Make sure you bring cash
to pay the fee which will be at least 25 RMB, and make sure you can squat and see clearly (This is seriously part of the
test). If you are colorblind, you may have difficulty passing the eyesight tests. Finally, make sure you can say all digits
from 0-9 in Chinese, because one test will require you to read numbers. I personally completed my health check at
Shanxisheng Jiaotongyiyuan 陕西省交通医院.
At least four 1-inch photos with a white background.

You will also need to prepare for the knowledge test. You are
given 45 minutes and are required to correctly answer at least
90 out of 100 multiple choice and true/false questions in order
to pass. There is an option to take the test in Chinese or English. I
strongly recommend that native English speakers take the English
test. However, questions and answers that appear in the English
test are sometimes poorly translated. Fortunately, resources exist
specifically to deal with these problems of studying and poor
translation. The first is https://www.chinesedrivingtest.com/.
This website is free, but the question bank is older and it provides
questions at random. The second is a site with a subscription service
that includes an app: https://www.chinesedriverslicensetest.
com/

The website and accompanying app work well, they allow you to
score your practice tests, and you can easily use your results to
focus on areas of weakness. I used both and ultimately scored a
97 on my real test.

When You Are Ready
When you have your documents and you can confidently score
a 90 or higher on your practice tests, you will need to go to
the application and test center. I personally went to the No. 19
Dongyilu location (东仪路19号), or the Xi’an Public Security Bureau
Traffic Police Vehicle Management Southern Branch (西安市公安
局交通警察支队车辆管理所南区分所). If you are living in central
Xi’an, this is also probably where you need to go. However,
you should check with your local police office ahead of time to
confirm.
Bring a book (there is a lot of waiting), money, and, ideally, a
patient Chinese friend. First, when you find the application
center and test registration room, you will need to take a ticket
to wait until an official can process your documents. After your
documents have been processed, you will receive an application
that you can fill out to register for your test (also make sure you
have a Chinese name picked out ahead of time). Then you must
go to the test registration room, where you can choose a day
and time to take your test. If you do this in the morning, you can
usually schedule a test time on the same day.
When your test date and time are confirmed, find the testing
room. You will need to wait until just 20-30 minutes before your
test time. Then you will be called into another area where someone
will review test rules. You will have to empty your pockets (there
are usually lockers, but having a friend available to hold your stuff
is a lot easier).
Finally, when you are seated in front of your testing computer,
make sure your face stays within the view of the test camera,
otherwise your test could be invalidated. After you pass, collect
your results, and then go to the appropriate office to submit
them. You will need to wait anywhere from another 30 minutes
to a couple hours to collect your license. Before you leave with
your license, make sure your information is correct. Good luck,
and drive safely!
www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com
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Finding Your
Travel Inspiration
Article by Luana Borges

It seems like there are two common questions in the
21st Century.
-Where have you been?
-How many countries have you been to?

A

s if your professional CV wasn’t
enough, people also have this
new quota of travelling as a filler
for a standard “happy life”. We live, we
venture, but this leads some to ask…
what actually sets your standards for
travel? Does any word come to mind
when you choose the country, the city,
the place you are going? What attributes
make your trip interesting?
As children, we had many role models
from movies and TV in regards to travel.
Characters like Indiana Jones, or Laura
Croft from Tomb Raider encouraged
a desire for adventurous discoveries in
some. For others, the luxury hotels and
island adventures of 007 might have set
the ideal of how their “adult life” should
be. Watching documentaries may have
instilled a desire for grand scenery, for
silent high mountains where you feel
small and insignificant for a while, or
curiosity about the jungle animals in
Africa and elsewhere. This brings back
some of your own memories, huh?
As grown-ups, we each have very
personal reasons for traveling. Each
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trip might have a different cause, or a
different meaning to you afterwards. It
might very well go completely different
from what you previously expected!
When we know little or almost nothing
about a country, we can use a number
of sources to find out more about it.
Personally, I prefer the point of view of
a person who had a strong experience at
that place or someone who has written
a novel about it. This compels me to
understand a person’s point of view and
compare it to what that place stirs in me.
Also, if it comes from fiction, it almost
brings some of the characters and stories
to life, showing you some hidden details
that only a person who has been there
can feel. Your initial expectations will
only occasionally be met … or, rarely,
exceeded. How do we generate such
expectations? Which books or movies
might inspire us today?

I mean), but at the same time that wish
of actually being able to see the art, the
churches with my own eyes emerged.
Also, reading this book gave me an idea
of what to look for when I went there. It
gave meaning to my trip.
Another book that has changed my
perspective about travelling, was “Eat,
Pray, Love” by Elizabeth Gilbert. Although

One such occurrence happened to me
when I was younger. My family decided
to go to Italy and I was in charge of the
itinerary. I was immediately brought back
to the experience I had reading the book
“Angels and Demons” by Dan Brown.
I had read the illustrated version of it,
and as I was reading, the images were
helping me to understand better what
the author was talking about (if you’ve
read any of his books, you know what
xianease

the movie is a little silly and very oriented to a Hollywood
conception of romance, the book is much more detailed about
how she used a trip as a way of healing, her own grief process
from a draining divorce, and her re-connection with spirituality.
It is a beautiful description of her process, at the same time, it
brings the reader the feelings that being in a different place
cause, that usually we don’t share with everyone (at least not
me).
In a different way, the movie “Into the Wild”, directed by Sean
Penn and based on the book by Jon Krakauer, is very intensely
relatable for backpackers and wanderers, through its display
of a character that leaves absolutely everything behind in the
search for himself (and it has the most amazing soundtrack,
mostly played by Eddie Vedder). That, added to the fact that
the main character rebels against the system (one of the
iconic scenes being him burning a pile of money), makes every
person sick and tired of the daily routine a fan of the idea of
just running away.
Currently, we are in a moment where going here, there, and
everywhere is not possible. The planet is facing a pandemic
that has restricted us from the pleasures of travelling, at least
for now. We need to be creative about the way we amaze
ourselves with experiences. So, why not allow ourselves to
travel through an author’s mind, and perhaps change the way
we have been experiencing our trips and prepare for our next
great adventure?

Luana is a writer, translator, student and occasional dancer from
Brazil who is currently living in Xi’an. Teaching English has been her
hobby for ten years. She also likes sarcasm. You can contact her at
luanaborgesxa@hotmail.com
www.xianease.com
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Traveling with Your
Chinese Parents
Domestically and
Abroad
Article by Yuxue

Older folks in China love to travel and they will
often take their grown children along with them.
This can present a challenge for some, as the idea
of travel amongst the older generation might
differ significantly from the ideas of the younger
generation. So whether you are traveling with
your own Chinese parents or the family you have
married into, here are some things to consider when
you are on the move.

1. - Determining
Who Will Be in
Charge of the Trip

When arranging a trip outside China,
you are the commander who decides
the itinerary, the restaurant, and places
to visit as you will often have to konw
the language. So, you might assume that
your parents will follow your lead. The
reality is though despite that a foreign
environment might force them to follow
you, they will never stop challenging your
authority. When travelling in Europe, my
parents were always questioning the
path that I chose through Google maps,
even though they had neither roaming
data nor a paper map to disprove it. My
father even went out of his way to buy a
lighter, using only body language, when I
refused to translate for him.
If you are traveling inside China, they will
definitely take control of the trip. Often
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they will do this because they assume
their knowledge of whichever place is
greater because they are older. In this
situation, is better to just to let them
make their plans, where as you will just
help out when possible.

a rest. If they barely touch their food at
a local restaurant, it might be time to
look for a Chinese restaurant for the next
meal. When traveling in China, this can
be easier, as there they will be in a more
familiar setting.

2. - Keep an Eye on 3. - What and
Where to Eat
the Mood
When traveling abroad, a relaxing
atmosphere inside the family is very
important because you are one team
exploring an unknown environment
together. However, a lot of different
faces, languages, and new cultural
norms can make aging people agitated
and also they often feel pressure to
squeeze as much as possible into their
trips. If this gets out of control, it will
end up in a big quarrel. They might not
express these feelings directly, so you will
have check on them in other ways. Check
their movement speed. If they start to
slow down, they might be tired and need

There is a popular misconception that
the Chinese stomach cannot be satisfied
by foreign food. Though some people
prefer only their own countries food, it
really depends on the person. My parents
prefer Georgian food over Sichuan food,
because they don’t like spicy food.
However, one place where the
misconception actually holds true is at
breakfast. Heavy breakfasts, such as
meat-heavy Western breakfasts, will be
difficult for Chinese parents to adapt to.
Finding a familiar option for breakfast
goes a long way in improving their
xianease

mood. Luckily, hotel breakfast buffets usually offer a decent
selection of choices. When traveling in China, older folks are
more willing to search for a good local breakfast, and this can
become an interesting scavenger hunt. When in doubt, look
for something that is light and not to strong in flavor, as this
will be more palatable.

In addition to the above, here a few additional
suggestions.

1 - Check Your Travel
insurance.
Some companies refuse to sell insurance to people over a
certain age or having a specific long-term disease, so your
parents might not be covered by standard travel insurance.

2 - Bring Two Sets of Parents
(When possible).
When traveling abroad, a group of two families is better than
only one. The parents can commiserate with each other over
the strangeness.

3 - Get the Parents Involved.
When arranging a trip abroad, get the parents involved in the
preparation process. This will help them retain some sense of
control. For example, you can present them with 3 to 4 hotels
with high scores to choose from.

4 - Move Slowly.
When traveling abroad, the public transportation is a good
choice as they can rest and enjoy the street view while moving
from one tourist spot to another. Public transport also tends to
be less crowded abroad. When traveling in China, take a taxi or
drive. For both, long road trips should be separated into parts
that are less than 4 hours long.

5 - Try local travel programs.
Travel agencies are out of the question for family trips because
of tiring and intensive schedule. But I strongly recommend the
one- or two-day local travel group, which is always nice and
convenient.
www.xianease.com
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Xi’an Scene

Tiki Party
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Xi’an Scene

Pub Quiz
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Nightlife - Entertainment / Cafes

We have lots more listings online. Either use your smart phone and scan the QR code
or go to www.xianease.com/xianguide to check them all out!!!

Entertainment ·

K14 #159, Xingqing Nan Lu

Bars

Phone: (029) 8813 1234

·

TipsyCeram(china) Bar
陶瓷鸡尾酒体验中心
H15 East Gate of Provincial
Stadium,Changan North Road

碑林区兴庆南路159号

Restaurants

Brewery
仙麦鲜酿啤酒
I17 #9 Yannan 1 Lu, Man Di Guang
Chang Xi Ce

长安北路省体育场东门

雁南一路9号曼蒂广场西侧

·MC麦坊酒廊

Sculpting in Time
雕刻时光

E15 #19, Laodong Nan Lu.

H18 NO.41,Shida Road,Yanta District

西安市劳动南路19号
(劳动南路与高新路十字东北角)

雁塔区师大路41号2楼 (外国语
大学正门往东100米)

Phone: (029) 8955 7872
Hours: 10:00pm - Midnight

·

The Belgian Bar
杰诺比利时酒吧
H13 #69 Shun Cheng Nan
Lu (East Side Inside The South Gate)
南门里顺城南路69号

Phone: (029) 8541 6130
133-8923-4779
Hours: 11:00am - 6:00pm Coffee
6:00pm - 2:00am Wine&Whisky
MC Whiskey & Cocktail Bar

Red Chairman
朱雀门精酿
C18 East of Wanda One,
Keji 7 Road and Gaoxin Road
Intersection, Gaoxin District.

Dongxin Jie

·

高新区科技七路与高新路交汇
处 万达ONE东侧

Phone: 173-8918-4652
Hours: 5:00pm - 1:00am

I12 People’s Grand Xian, No.319,
西安人民大厦索菲特酒店

Phone: (029) 8522 8182

Western

·

Koi Bar
锦䲞酒吧

·

Spacious and comfortable cafe

Phone: 132-0183-6996
Hours: 8:00pm - 2:00am

Phone: (029) 8726 4019
Hours: 12noon - 2:00am

Cafes

·

Isola del Nord Italian
Restaurant
Isola del Nord
意大利餐厅

Phone: (029) 8792 7678
(029) 8792 8888-4677
Hours: 6:30pm - 2:30am

Isola del Nord is one of those places that
once you set foot in you realize that you
are in for a good meal.

Ktv

西安市西华门凯爱大厦11层

·

Fantasy KTV
真爱范特西KTV

H12 11F, K.I.Tower, 1 Xihuamen
Phone: (029) 8720 1501/1502
Hours: 11:30am - 3:00pm (L.O. 2:00pm)
5:30pm - 10:00pm (L.O. 9:15pm)

·H11

Burger King 汉堡王
B1, Exit C, Bei Da Jie Stop,
Subway Line 2

地铁二号线北大街站C出口
B1层

曲江新区芙蓉南路芙蓉新天地1
号楼负一层

Phone: (029) 8983 2611
Hours: 9:00am - 11:00pm

B19 1st Floor Greenland Bin Fen Hui
Mall, Jinye Road

高新区丈八二路与锦业路十字
东北角

Phone: (029) 8115 1281
Hours: 8:00am - 10:00pm

M17 No.61 LG, QuJiang Creative
Circle, YanXiang Road, Qujiang
District

曲江新区雁翔路3369号曲江创
意谷LG-61号

Phone: (029) 8550 4064
Hours: 8:00am - 11:00pm

·C15

MCGL

Northwest Corner, Block B,
Building 7, Hi-Tech Glorious Plaza.
高新大都荟7号楼B座1层西
北角

Phone: (029) 8421 8928
181-9103-5321
Hours: 11:00am - 2:00am

·C15

Localand·霁在游牧料理
2F, D29, Glorious Plaza, No.305,
Keji Road,Gaoxin District.
高新区科技路305号西安大都
荟D29二层

Phone: (029) 8864 7578
Hours: 5:30pm - 9:30pm

·

Phone:(029) 8738 8321
Hours: 8:00am - 10:00pm

Hacker - PschorrBrauhaus
德国赫佰仕啤酒坊

莲 Lotus
North of Starbucks, South Gate
of Tang Paradise, Qujiang District

西安高新区高新四路16号

·J17

C15 No. 16 Gaoxin 4 Lu,
Gaoxin District

曲江大唐芙蓉园南门星巴克
北侧

Phone: (029) 6568 2399
Hours: 11:30am - Midnight
www.hacker-pschorr-brauhaus.com

·

DÚO Spanish Authentic
Cuisine
DÚO 西班牙主题餐厅
J18 No. 1666 Qujiangchi Xi Lu, Qu
Jiang New District

Phone: (029) 8966 0066
Hours: 11:00am - Midnight
Leban 乐班

C19 NO.4 Tangyan Nan Lu, Hightech Zone.
唐延南路4号 绿地笔克国际会
展中心 乐班餐厅

Phone: (029) 6861 1082
Hours: 8:00am - 11:00pm

H14 G/F Block B, Chang’an

Metropolis center, No.88 Nanguan
Zheng Street Beilin District

碑林区南关正街88号长安国际
广场B座G层

Phone: (029) 8765 1617
Hours: 9:00am - 11:00pm
www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com

I11 B1, No.1 Building, Jinying Plaza,
Furong South Road, Qujiang District
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·

曲江新区曲江池西路1666号

Phone: (029) 6821 6666 / 6825
Hours: 11:30am - 2:00pm
5:30pm - 10:00pm

·

Dolce Vita
罗马假日意大利餐厅

I12 319 Dongxin Jie
西安市东新街319号
Phone: (029) 8792 8888 Ext. 4018
Hours: 11:30am - 2:30pm (Lunch)
5:30pm - 10:00pm (Dinner)
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Restaurants / Shopping

INDIA

·

Amber Palace Asian
Indian Fusion Xi’an
琥珀宫亚洲餐厅
I17 No. 9 Yannan 1st Road, Mandy
Palaza, South of Big Wild Goose
Pagoda, Yanta District Xi’an city
雁塔区雁南一路9号曼蒂广场(
毗邻大雁塔南广场)

Phone: (029) 8120 5768
187 0290 1786

·

Amber Bites ( Xi’an )
琥珀宫
H16 No. 86 Chang’an Zhong Lu
kaimi Plaza, Near: Saga Shopping
Mall, yanta district
雁塔区长安中路86号开米广
场二层

Phone: (029) 8154 2800

·

REDFORT- Indian Cultural
Restaurant 红堡
D14 Indian Pavilion, Silk street 118
Laodong Road, Tangwest Market
西安市大唐西市劳动南路118
号丝绸之路风情街印度区

Phone: (029) 8411 3559
187 0290 1786

Pizza

·

L’acquolina in bocca
阿果里呐

D18 #5 Taibai Nan Lu, Zi Wei Shang

Ceng, 2nd, east building, shop
no.20107

高新区太白南路5号紫薇尚层东
2号楼20107

Phone: (029) 8889 4573
Hours: 11:00am - 8:00pm (Sunday off)

Japanese

·

Koi 锦䲞日本料理
I17 East Building, Sofitel Xi’an,
No.319, Dongxin Street
西安人民大厦索菲特酒店东楼

Phone: (029) 8792 7680
Hours: 11:30am - 2:00pm
5:30pm - 10:00pm

Hours: 11:00am - 9:00pm

·B8

Localand·霁在自在面食
2F, D29, Glorious Plaza, No.305,
Keji Road, Gaoxin District.
高新区科技路305号西安大都
荟D29栋2层

Phone: (029) 8864 7625
Hours: 11:00am - 9:30pm

Thai Food

·

Thai Flavours
泰极香珑
D3 G Park #47,Xinghuo Road,
Lianhu District
星火路22号老城根G-Park1层
Phone: (029) 6569 5868
Hours: 11:00am - Midnight (Weekdays)
11:00am - 2:00am (Weekends)

Vegetarian

·

Tianlong Vegetarian
天龙宝严素食馆
G10 #1 Yanta Xi Lu
雁塔西路1号

Phone: (029) 8526 6880
Hours: 11:00am - 9:00pm

Hotpot

·H10

Hai Di Lao 海底捞
#11, South of Yanta Lu

雁塔路南段11号

Phone: (029) 8553 6971
Hours: 10:30am - 3:00am
B8 3F, Gao Ke Buliding, #1 Gaoxin
4 Lu
高新四路1号高科广场3楼

dessert

·

·H13

醉长安
#56, Shu Yuan Gate.

书院门56号

Phone: (029) 8728 1828
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D9 Opposite of Xidian University
North Gate,Tai Bai lu Kou, South 2rd
Ring Road.
南二环太白路口(西安电子科技
大学北门对面)

Phone: (029) 6282 6888

·

Ginwa Shopping Center
世纪金花购物中心

·

Five Ring Outlets
五环工厂店

F6 #1 Xida Jie next to the Bell Tower

C9 #18 Gaoxin Lu
高新路18号

Phone: (029) 8763 1708

J7 South of Er Huan Dong Lu

C9 #55 Keji Road

东二环与咸宁西路交叉十字

环城南路东段336号世纪金花A
座1层G1区

科技路55号
Phone: (029) 6296 1099
Hours: 10:00am - 10:00pm

Health Good

Shopping

Chinese

·

DECATHLON
迪卡侬 (南二环店)

西大街1号钟鼓楼广场

Tudari 土大力
G13 2F, INTIME Shopping Mall, #48
Xida Jie
Phone: (029) 8727 1264
Hours: 11:00am - 11:00pm

to the TV Tower

长安南路86号，临近电视塔

Sporting Goods

Godiva 歌帝梵
F7 1F, Block A, Ginwa, No.336, East
of Huan Cheng South Road.

Korean
西大街48号银泰广场2楼

F12 #86 Chan’ an Road, 50 meters

Shopping Centers

Phone: (029) 8836 1337
Hours: 10:30am - 3:00am

Phone: (029) 8935 8615
Hours: 10:00am - 10:00pm

·

Western Supermarket located next to
the TV tower in the South of Xi’an. This
is one of the best places in Xi’an to
purchase imported food such as cheese,
beer, wine, meats and those hard to find
ingredients.

Tea Markets

·

Ren He Tea Market
人和茶叶市场
#101 Changle Zhong Road

Foreign Goods

·F7

长乐中路101号

Ole’ 精品超市
B1, Wang Fu Jiang Bai Huo, #88,
Nan Guan Zheng Jie.
南关正街88号王府井百货B1层
Phone: (029) 8765 1821

·

Metro 麦德龙超市

Clothing Markets

·

Bai Hui Market
百汇市场
F9 Bai Hui Market, Chang’an Lu
长安中路 百汇市场

July 2020

·

Lao Bai Xing Medicine Store
老百姓大药房
F5 Bei Da Jie Intersection
北大街十字

Phone: (029) 8721 1888

Appliance Center

·

Suning Home Appliance
苏宁电器
F5 #23 Lianhu Lu
莲湖路23号

Phone: (029) 8731 9196
Hours: 9:30am - 7:00pm

xianease
xianease

Shopping / Health

Furniture Market

Hotels

IKEA
宜家家居
Southeast Corner of San Qiao
Overpass,San Qiao Xin Jie.

The Ritz-Carlton,
Xi’an
西安丽思卡尔顿酒店
C15 No.50, Keji 2 Road,Gaoxin
District, Xi’an Shaanxi, China.

·

三桥新街三桥立交东南角

Phone: 400-800-2345

·

Da Ming Gong Furniture
Center
大明宫建材家具城
J18 #180 Tai Hua Bei Road
太华北路180号

Phone: (029) 8811 6666
Hours: 9:30am - 6:00pm

Antique Markets

·

Ba Xian An Antique Market
八仙庵古玩市场
J12 Ba Xian An, An Ren Fang, Bei
Lin District
新城区安仁坊八仙庵

·

Shu Yuan Gate
书院门
H13 Shu Yuan Gate Inside South Gate

Phone: (029) 6866 9999
Web: www.meaxian.com
www.cn.meaxian.com（中文）

·

Phone: (029) 8881 8888

·

陕西省西安市高新区锦业路
12号

Phone: (029) 8811 1234
Web: www.hyatt.com/zh-CN/hotel/
china/grand-hyatt-xian/xiygh

·

·

Bell Tower Book Store
钟楼新华书店
H13 #337 East Avenue
东大街377号
Phone: (029) 8721 6194

Plant Market

·

Yanta Flower Market
小雁塔苗圃市场
G15 Zhuque Avenue
朱雀大街西安体育学院后门对面

·

Phone: (029) 6879 8888
Web: lemeridien.com/xianchanba

·

TianYu Fields
International Hotel
天宇菲尔德国际大酒店
J12 No.239, Sheng Zhou 3
Road, Aerospace Economic and
Technological Development Zone

B14 No.200 Tuanjie South Road,
Yanta Distirct.

K14 #159 Xingqing Lu, Beilin District
西安市碑林区兴庆路159号

Phone: (029) 8338 0588

·

Crowne Plaza Xi’an
西安皇冠假日酒店
G15 No.1, Zhu Que Zhong Road,
Beilin District.
西安市碑林区朱雀中路1号

西安市航天经济技术开发区神
舟三路239号

Phone: (029) 8925 6666
Web: www.fields-hotel.com

·

InterContinental
Xi’an North
西安经开洲际酒店
H4 No.120 Fengcheng 8th Road,
Jingkai District, Xi’an
西安市经开区凤城八路120号

Phone: (029) 8723 8888
Web: InterContinetal.com

Hilton Xi’an High-tech Zone
西安高新希尔顿酒店
C16 22 Feng Hui South Road, Gao
Xin District, Xi’an

The Fairway Place, Xi’an Marriott Executive
Apartments
西安万豪行政公寓
C15 No.16 Gaoxin 4 Lu, Gaoxin District

Phone: (029) 6858 8888

·

·

Real Love Spa
真爱年华洗浴广场
G15 #38, Middle of Zhuque Da Jie
朱雀大街中段38号

Phone: (029) 6821 6636

Education
Language Study

·

Faithful Language School
信德国际培训中心
A place where your language dreams
come true.
We offer you: Professional teachers who
suit your learning style; Effective teaching
methods that are customized to your
needs. A relaxed learning atmosphere
and flexible study times; Understanding
Chinese Culture through diverse activities;
Year round language student visa and
English teacher visa; and Continued
Helpfulness that will make your daily
life simpler.

H19 No.2, Zhangba Dong Lu, Yanta
District

雁塔区丈八东路2号

W XIAN
西安W酒店
K19 333 Qujiang Chi East Road,
Qujiang New District / Xi’an, Shaanxi
710061, P.R. China

International
Schools

中国陕西省西安市曲江新区曲
江池东路333号

Phone: (029) 8966 9999
Web: whotels.com/xian

·I12

People’s Grand Xian
319 Dongxin Jie
西安市东新街319号
Phone: (029) 8792 8888

·

Somerset
西安盛捷新地城
服务公寓
G16 No.64 The West Section of South
2nd Ring Road, Yanta District.
碑林区南二环西段64号

Phone: (029) 8790 9888

·

Novotel Xian SCPG
西安印力诺富特酒店
It’s a lot better at Novotel!

H9 33 Weiyang Road, Xi’an.
西安市未央路33号

Phone: (029) 8626 8888

西安市高新区高新四路16号
www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com

曲江新区曲江池西路1666号

Phone: (029) 8866 9289
www.crowneplaza.com

·

Providing top quality equipment, with
international standards of management.

Phone: (029) 8823 6688

西安中建馨乐庭高新服务公寓

西安馨乐庭兴庆宫服务公寓

西安市高新区沣惠南路22号

高新路3号

Citadines
西安馨乐庭服务公寓

Le Méridien Xi’an, Chanba Is Set To Spark
Creativity And Discovery For Creative and
Curious -Minded Travellers

Megafit Fitness Center
美格菲

E15 #3 Gao Xin Lu

·

Citadines Xingqing Palace Xi’an

Health & Fitness ·
Gym

Phone: (029) 6821 6666
Book on line at granmelia.cn

Phone: (029) 6800 8899

Book Shop

Phone: (029) 8955 8183

Jiang New District, Xi’an

西安市雁塔区团结南路200号

中国西安浐灞生态区欧亚大道
西段6号

曲江新区芙蓉南路1号芙蓉新
天地

Phone: (029) 6821 6636

J18 No.1666 Qujiang West Road, Qu

Le Meridien Xi’an
Chanba
西安浐灞艾美酒店

南门里书院门

Qu Jiang Book Store
曲江书城
J18 Fu Rong Xin Tian Di, #1,Fu Rong
South Road, Qu Jiang New District.

The First Spanish Hotel in Xian.

Citadines Gaoxin Xi’an

N4 6 West Section, Euro-Asia Avenue,
Chanba Ecological District, Xi’an
710021, China

·

·

曲江新区曲江池西路1666号

Grand Hyatt Xi’an
西安君悅酒店
B19 No.12 Jinye Road, High Tech
Zone, Xi’an, Shaanxi 710077, P.R.C.

·J18

YHI SPA 怡水疗
No. 1666 Qujiangchi Xi Lu,
Qujiang New District

Gran Meliá Xian
西安盛美利亚酒店

西安市雁塔区科技二路50号

Spas

July 2020

Phone: (029) 8545 7678
Web: www.faithchina.com

·

Xi’an Liangjiatan
International School
西安梁家滩国际学校
XLIS delivers international education
through IB/AP programms for students
from 3 years old to 18 years old.

Liangjiatan International School,
international community, Xi’an
西安市国际社区梁家滩国际
学校

Email: pr@xalis.com
Web: www.xalis.com

·

Xi’an Hanova International
School
西安汉诺威国际学校
Hanova International School, 188
Yudou Lu, Yanta District, Xi’an
雁塔区鱼斗路188号

Office Phone: (029) 8869 3780
Email: amy.hou@his-xian.com
Web: www.his-xian.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
Hanovalntl

·

Xi’an International School
西安国际学校
No. 88 Yudou Lu, Yanta District
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Education / Medical / Services
雁塔区鱼斗路188号

中心8层

Phone: (029) 8533 5014
www.xianinternationalschool.com
For more information contact:
reception@xianinternationalschool.
com or call (029) 8533 5014

Clinic Hour: 9:00am-6:00pm ( Mon.
–Sat.)
Appointment Tel: (029) 8111 2673
24h Emergency Tel: 173 9175 7290
Email: xian@globaldoctor.com.cn

Medical
Dentists

·

U-Dental
优德口腔
C14 Southwest Corner of Hui Feng
South Road and Da Zhai Road
Intersection, Yanta District.
雁塔区沣惠南路与大寨路十字
西南角（地铁3号线延平门站D1
口向北600米）

Phone: (029) 8889 9111

·

Lianbang Dental Hospital
联邦口腔
J11 9F, Chao Yang Xin
Shi Jie, Outside Chao Yang Gate (Exit
A, Chao Yang Men Stop, Subway
line1)
朝阳门外东北角朝阳新世界9层

Phone: (029) 8360 0666
I12 Apartment 2, Wanda Square,
Jiefang Lu.
解放路万达广场2号公寓

Phone: (029) 8738 3568
(029) 8728 8109
E-mail:1154021996@qq.com
Web: www.kqbj.cn

·

Gao Xin Jiangxin Dental Clinic
高新江欣口腔
D15 100 meters north of
intersection of Gaoxin Lu and Keji Lu
高新路科技路十字北100米路东

Phone: 186-2928-2797

·

Gao Xin Wenxin Dental Clinic
高新文信口腔
C19 North west corner
of Taibai Lu & Zhangba Dong Lu.
太白路丈八东路十字西北角

Phone: 181-8918-9868

Hosptials

·

Qujiang Obstetrics
& Gynecology Hospital
西安曲江妇产医院
K16 No.25, Xiying Road, Qujiang
New District
曲江新区西影路25号

·

Xi’an Gaoxin Hospital
西安高新医院
A9 #16 Tuanjie Nan Lu, Gaoxin
District
高新区团结南路16号

Phone: (029) 8833 0116
Web: www.gxyy.net

·

Shaanxi Traditional Chinese
Medicine Hospital
陕西中医医院

F6 #2 Xi Hua Men, Bei Da Jie
莲湖区北大街西华门

Phone: (029) 8721 3310

Expat Services

·

IT Services

Professional hardware
and software computer
network maintenance
and trouble shooting, offering one-time,
monthly, or annual maintenance on all
existing network types.

Phone: (029) 8720 1616
153-3245-7056
Email: 506253207@qq.com

·

Asiana Airlines
韩亚航空西安办事处
C15 Room2706, Building C,
GLORIOUS BLOCK (Gao xin da du
hui), Keji Road,Xi’An
科技路高新大都荟C座1单元
2706号

Phone: (029) 8458 5208

·J11

Lianbang Yoga
9F, Chang Yang Xin Shi Jie,
Outside Chao Yang Gate (Exit A, Chao
Yang Men Stop, Subway line1)
朝阳门外东北角朝阳新世界9层

Phone: (029) 8360 0666

·

Fairy Waxing Workshop
爱·指尖
G4 3F, Han Shen Shopping
Mall, Feng Cheng 7
Road and Wen Jing Road
Intersection, Wei Yang
District.
未央区凤城七路与文景
路十字汉神购物广场
三楼南区

Phone: 187-1070-2382

Phone: (029) 8538 3838

·

Global Doctor
环球医生

A13 8F, Yongli International Financial
Center, JinYe 1st Road, Hi-tech Zone
高新区锦业一路永利国际金融
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