WWW.XIANEASE.COM

OCTOBER 2020
Vol.117

免费
取阅

What Happens
When You Die
The Elusive Gui 鬼 of China
in China?
Top 5
- Horror Movies For Halloween

Traveling Domestically in China
Photos of the Xi’an Scene
Post-Pandemic
www.xianease.com

1

2

xianease

www.xianease.com

3

October 2020

Food & Drink
6
8
10
12
14
16

诺茉 NONMOI: Cakes&Meals

True Blue

初蓝

Tribe Latin Bar

CONTENTS

On Off Bar
Made by Mesh: Swamp Soup
Creep Show Cocktails

Top 5
20 Top 5 - Horror Movies For Halloween

Arts & Cuture
22 Ancient Chinese Ghost Stories
32 Halloween Movie Calendar

6

12

14

34

36

40

34 The Elusive Gui 鬼 of China

Travel
36

Journey to the West (of China):
Dunhuang Edition

38

Traveling Domestically in China
Post-Pandemic

Feature
40

What Happens When You Die in China?

Community
42

Fangsuo Bookstore

44

Superstitions

45

Inktober Xi’an

Xi’an Scene
47 Photos of the Xi’an Scene

Listings
51
52
52
53
53
53
54
54

4

BARS / CLUBS
RESTAURANTS
SHOPPING
HEALTH

Discover YOUR
Xi’an and join us
on WeChat and Weibo!

Spas
EDUCATION
Medical
Expats services

WeChat

Weibo

42

xianease

xianea

se.com

Greetings everyone!

F

XIANEASE

Web, Print, Events, and More

October 2020 Volume 117

XIANEASE

xianea

se.com

《XIANEASE发现西安》DM广告月刊

Web, Print, Events, and More
www.xianease.com

WWW.XIANEASE.COM

General Enquiries 咨询

info@xianease.com

OCTOBER 2020

Vol.117

Operations 运营机构
西安易知广告有限公司
Xi’an (Head Office) 西安(总部)
No. 1 Xihuamen, Xi’an 西安西华门1号
Tel 电话: 029-8720 1616
Fax 传真: 029-8720 1077

免费
取阅

The Elusive Gui 鬼 of China

We’ve also got a series of articles to get you in the spooky spirit. First up,
we’ve got DJ and movie buff Will, who has provided us with his top five
Halloween Movies to get you in the mood. We also have Kristen, who has
written on some traditional Chinese monsters, or 鬼, to give us an insight
into the mythical beasts of the past. We’ve also translated a few ancient
Chinese ghost stories for you to read as well. If that is still not enough, we
have a whole calendar filled with spooky movies to fill out your month.
Jason and Mesh have provided us with their own spooky offerings for the
month as well, with Swamp Soup from mesh and some of the creepiest
prank cocktails you can spring on your unsuspecting ‘friends’ from Jason.
On top of this, Jin and Francis have offered up an option for you to get out
and see something interesting with their own Journey to the West. If you’re
unsure about traveling these days, we have an article on traveling in China
post-pandemic. There’s also something for those looking to get in touch
with their creative side, as we have an introduction to the new bookstore
Fangsuo, as well as the first time we will be running Inktober Xi’an. Read the
article for more details.

Advertising 广告合作

sales@xianease.com

s the leaves start to change and a chill fills the air, the end of the year
looms ever closer, as does the annual payment of the heating bill (due
October 15th, folks). October also marks the beginning of the holiday
season, starting with Halloween at the end of month and stretching until
New Year’s Eve. Now, we’re aware that Halloween is not as big of a deal
in some places as others, but it is a great excuse to dress up in outlandish
costumes and have a bit of fun. So at the end of this month, and the
beginning of the next, we will be hosting out annual Halloween Pub Crawl.

What Happens
When You Die
in China?

Top 5
- Horror Movies For Halloween

Traveling Domestically in China
Post-Pandemic
Photos of the Xi’an Scene

We also have a topic of a more serious nature, as we ask and answer the
question, what happens if you die in China? Not something that many of us
consider, but something that is necessary to know in the event of the worst.
Hopefully, this is an article no one will ever need.
Thank you all for your continued readership. We do this for you. If you have
any questions, comments, or concerns, don’t hesitate to contact us through
our official WeChat account or via email at editor@xianease.com. And
don’t forget to get out there and discover your Xi’an.

Sincerely,
Stephen T. Robinson
Editor-in-Chief
XIANEASE Magazine

Editor-In-Chief 主编
Stephen Robinson Stephen@xianease.com

Designer / Editor 美术设计
Dylan dylan@xianease.com

Art Director 美术设计
Super Jing wu.jinjing@xianease.com
Sales Director 广告总监
Daisy Zhao zhaoxi@xianease.com
This Month’s Contributors 投稿志愿者
Eugene Lombard / Jason Rogers
Kristen Mullen / Martin Zhao / Matt Green
Oomesh Nana / William Fisk
Francis and Jin francis@xianease.com / jin@xianease.com

www.xianease.com
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诺茉 NONMOI: Cakes&Meals
Article by Jin and Francis

D12, Gaoxin Glorious Plaza, Ke Ji
Road.
科技路大都荟1楼D12号

(029) 8426 6632
10:00am-10:00pm

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

172RMB

F

irst of all, don’t be deceived by the
name – this restaurant is a lot more
than just cakes. It is actually best
known for its dry-aged steaks! Tucked back
and away into the dining plaza of Glorious
Plaza (大都荟) in Gaoxin, this restaurant
featured a glitzy and higher-end collection
of gastronomic delights. Greeted by clear
glass walls, wooden tables and green
tropical plants, we were quickly shown to an
upstairs table.
Once we sat down, our waiter informed us
that they had reserved a cut of their aged
T-bone. An important note here - you must
call to reserve their steaks in advance.

Quality
4.5

Time 5

4.5

1

5

Service

Uniqueness

4.5

Environment

Jin and Francis are both teachers in Xi’an,
and love exploring food. They can be
contacted at jin@xianease.com and
francis@xianease.com.
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We started with two Buffalo Mozzarella and
the Avocado Asparagus salads. Both were
composed of fresh ingredients, the latter of
which had notably tender yet crispy shoots
of asparagus with shrimp and was drizzled
with a sweet and spicy dressing. This is also
one of the most popular items here—we
saw it on all of the tables next to us.
Next was a plate referred to as the “Chef
Special,” which was truly a highlight of the
meal. Three chicken-bacon rolls each sat
carefully placed on their own Perilla leaves
(perhaps more familiar as the green or
reddish toothed leaves sometimes served
with Korean BBQ) and featured a small
plastic dropper, full of basalmic vinegar. You
could squeeze the droppers to customize

the vinegar saturation of each individual
chicken-bacon roll (we won’t lie – we
squeezed all of it, because we love basalmic
vinegar).
We also got to try their American Fries and
Parma Ham Pizza. The fries came both
with standard fries as well as spiced-up
wedges. The pizza was special though – it
actually contained more ham and chicken
underneath a hefty layer of cheese – a
pleasant surprise given there were already
parma rolls on top! In terms of seafood,we
ultimately opted for a cod steak, which
did not dissapoint. The seared cod steak
practically melted when prodded with
a fork, and was served atop a savory
mushroom sauce.
Finally, the main event, the dry-aged T-bone
steak, was incredible to many degrees.
Served on a massive plate, necessitated by
the hefty size of the steak itself, it was still
sizzling, which we found was due to the
super-heated edges of plate on which it
was resting and a puddle of butter that had
collected at one end. The butter and hot
edges of the plate meant that even though
the steak itself had already rested and had
been pre-cut before bringing tableside,
the serving staff was able to sear the rare/
medium-rare cuts on the outside, which was
entertaining and provided some additional
diversity in the final texture of the steak itself.

xianease

As for the meat, the sizable dry-aged cut we had also commands
a hefty price – most cuts range between 400-900RMB, while the
priciest goes for more than 1000RMB (not to mention the custom
cuts). This price, however, is earned. In case you aren’t familiar,
the process of dry-aging requires storing meat at near-freezing
temperature for an extended period of time, over which beneficial
molds on the surfaces pull liquid out of the meat and natrual
enzymes within break down the muscle. The result is a more tender
cut with highly concentrated and varied flavors. However, because
dry-aged steaks lose water and must have the outside mold cut off,
they are more expensive per unit of weight.
Overall, their service staff were highly attentive and courteously
answered all of our questions. The downstairs dining area had
ample seating, but if you are looking for more privacy, their upstairs
level does have screens that were used to divide tables into different
seating areas. Some of their staff are able to speak English. And a
final reminder – call ahead to reserve that steak!

If you give this a try, let us know about your experience by messaging
us at reviews@xianease.com.
www.xianease.com
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True Blue
初蓝
Article by Stephen Robinson

6F, LAFONCE, No.37,Feng Cheng 2rd
Road.
凤城二路37号 蓝海风中心6层

(029) 8633 6000
10:30am - 10:00pm

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

Tea:198RMB
Food:398RMB

T

Quality
5

Time

5

5

1

5

Service

Uniqueness

5

Environment

Stephen Robinson is the editor-in-chief
at xianease and would love to get your
thoughts on everything we are doing.
You can contact him at
stephen@xianease.com
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he word traditional gets thrown
around a lot here. It’s a word
that is used so often as to lose its
meaning, rending the awe and reverence
that the word is meant to evoke a moot
point. Nevertheless, when it comes to the
tea café and restaurant True Blue, traditional
is the word that first springs to mind, but
in the most positive of ways. Located on
the 6th floor of the LAFONCE center on
Fengcheng Er Lu, it’s not a place that you
would immediately know was there looking
from the outside. However, once you arrive,
you are instantly transported from the world
outside to a place that feels different. Soft
lighting and a delicate fragrance fill the
space. And it is spacious. The restaurant and
tea house fill what seems to be the entire
floor, with dedicated rooms for both tea and
dining. Upon entering the main reception
area, you will find a long table, topped with
various relics and statues, including a replica
of a carriage of the first Emperor of Qin that
becomes animated when a crank is turned.
The space winds around from the main
reception area, ducking in to alcoves that
contained all the instrumentation for the
performance of traditional tea ceremonies,
artfully divided through various tricks of
architecture, yet still giving the impression
of being open. Some of the tea areas were
divided by thin strands of bamboo, while
others had screens or sections cut out from
the walls which allowed one room to fold

into another. Across the rooms and upon
the walls were various accents and art pieces
that were carefully selected in order to add
character to the room. The mastermind
behind this venture, Wang Zhihui, formerly
worked in a museum that dealt with
antiquities and is an expert in the field. Each
of the pieces he selected were either whole
pieces that hugged the walls or key parts
of pieces of furniture that were hung up
in an artful display. There were also several
pieces by a local artist who does enormous
hanging wooden sculptures that are carved
from a single piece of wood. Additionally,
there were a large number of tea pots,
cups, and other accoutrement that are on
display. It was if the entire tea house was an
art gallery. And, as it turns out, many of the
pieces on display are also available for sale,
should you want to take something home
with you.
Near the back of the tea area was a full-sized
koi pond, surrounded on two sides with
some truly unique tables. It was revealed
that the tables were actually massive planks
that were formerly used as the deck on ships,
and had been refitted for the purposes of the
tea house. Each board was several meters
long and quite wide, each one having been
center cut from a large tree a long time ago.
Just near the pond is an entrance to a small
auditorium that they use for classes and
other activities. Once again, the design had
much thought put into it. The circular room,

xianease

while spacious enough to hold 35 or more people, also felt quite
intimate. The room had also been acoustically designed so that,
when standing in the middle of the room, a natural amplification of
your voice will allow you to speak as if you were using a microphone,
without needing to raise your voice at all. Rear entrance led once
again to the entrance and the elevators.
The same considerations of design that is present in the tea area is
just as present in the restaurant area. Each private room, of which
there are four of varying sizes, is entered through a curved hallway
that leads into an enclosed dining area, further along the circle you
will come to the private restroom that each room has and following
the hallway further will bring you back to the front, as the whole
thing is a circle. On the walls are various drawings of the different
varieties of fish that you can find in China, done in the style of a
textbook. The centerpiece of the tables is a beautifully sculpted rock
garden, and each place is set with a stone tray, on which the food is
served, and very fine cutlery and drinkware.
The chefs at this restaurant specialize in what is becoming a dying
art of Chinese cuisine, the 满汉全席 or Manchu-Han Imperial
Banquet. This has mostly fallen out of fashion due to the extreme
care and attention to detail that must be undertaken in order to be
done properly, as well as the time that it takes to do so.
The first course served was a series of nine small bowls that each
contained a different cold dish. One set was a selection of cold salads
and pickles meant to open up the palate, mushrooms, cucumber,
and some kind of aquatic vegetable; another a selection of cold
meat dishes, cold sliced donkey, spicy duck tongue, and pork aspic
with walnut kernels; and yet another with desserts, fresh mango
and date, a small pastry, and a red mean filled mocha dessert.
This was followed by a clear soup that was absolutely delicious,
a concentration of flavor. Following this was a special dish of fish
gelatin in a porridge of wild rice, which had a subtle flavor to it. Next
www.xianease.com

was a single large shrimp that had been fried and dipped in a wasabi
mayonnaise with banana chips and a dried strawberry. The next
course was a simple dish of tender bamboo shoot in a savory sauce,
and then a simple dish of absolutely gorgeous miniature bok choy.
There was also a rich stew of beef and peppers with butter, and then
a small bowl of tiny dumplings in soup, served with a crispy red bean
croquette. Finally, dessert was a bowl of simple sweetened jelly with
a goji berry. All of this was served with plenty of pu-er tea and a tart
rice wine that was continually refilled throughout the meal.
After the meal, we retired to one of the tea rooms for a bit of tea. This
restaurant and tea house is part of a larger project that the owners
are working on in order to promote more traditional Chinese culture
and especially cultural tourism. The host several events that invite
speakers on various topics to give lectures and also host other events
for the same purpose. Partaking in a tea ceremony here will cost you
189 per person, and meals packages start at 398 person. While this
may not be a place that you can visit every day, if you are looking to
experience something more, or would like try a cuisine that is rapidly
disappearing before it is too late, then you should try out True Blue.

If you get a chance to try it, let us know by sending us an email at
reviews@xianease.com.
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Tribe Latin Bar
Article By Eugene Lombard

No.31, Shun Cheng South Alley, Shu
Yuan Gate, Beilin District.
碑林区书院门顺城南巷31号

132-7933-7619
15:00 till late

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

60RMB

W

5

5

4

1

4

Service

Uniqueness

4

Environment

Eugene is an avid city cyclist living in Xi’an.
If not cycling he’s drinking coffee or beer.
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and new ones alike. The bar has an inviting
touch to it, almost like they want you to
make conversation over an ice-cold pint or
cocktail. None of those bewildering light
shows or ear-deafening music to be had.

But what if you can go to a bar, a place of
familiarity, that feels like your own, where
friends become family. A place where the
food is delicious, the drinks are tiptop, where
the energy is vibrant, the rum flows freely
and beautiful people fill the dance floor?

If you’re not one for groups or sitting at a
table, pull up a chair at the bar and watch
the barman fix up a few authentically made
Cuba Libres. Or if you fancy a game of pool,
head over to the table and take on any
willing challengers. Grab a Cohiba cigar
and a mojito while you’re at it. Embrace the
Cuban experience.

What If I tell you such a place does exist?
Enter the Cuban-inspired, Tribe Latin
Bar. Spearheaded by Yoandri, the man
responsible for introducing Cuba’s very own
flavors to Xian.

Quality
Time

hen it comes to partying and
enjoying the nightlife, Xian is
a city that’s not shy to show
off. There are bars and night clubs galore.
Options are endless.

Tribe Latin Bar is situated within walking
distance from South Gate (once you’ve
entered the Gate, turn east immediately and
walk down 顺城南巷 (Shunchengnanxiang),
along the city wall for about 400 meters).
It is a bar within a bar. That’s right, a hidden
treasure - waiting to be discovered. Once
you see the Tribe sign, enter the building, go
right past the bar and up the flight of stairs.
You are assured to be welcomed with the
biggest of smiles and some down-to-earth,
yet vibrant, Cuban hospitality.
My first impression of Tribe LB is that you feel
right at home. Ample seating and big tables
just waiting to be filled with close friends

Tribe LB have a very delectable food menu;
with a variety of dishes to choose from. All
of the dishes come highly recommended,
but both the roast Chicken and Banana
Ladybug were mouthwatering delicious.
The dishes are traditionally Cuban and the
recipes have been passed on from one
generation to the next. Yoandri, who is the
mastermind behind the food menu and
Tribe LB, eagerly tells you about growing up
in Cuba, the influence of food, and what the
Cuban lifestyle is all about.
And of course the drinks! What would a
Latin bar be without rum? The drinks menu
is colorful and it lists all the Cuban classics;
the Mojito and Cuba Libre being my two
favorites. If you’re not one for fancy drinks,
not to worry, they have ice cold beer on tap.

xianease

Tribe LB have more than enough to keep you entertained, should
you grow bored of your friends latest dating stories, move on over
to the karaoke stage and entertain them with something more
upbeat. They also have a big screen projector, which just begs to
show sporting events. I can already imagine rounding up a bunch of
friends and heading over to watch a football match or two.
It’s an excellent space for events and birthday parties. They are very
accommodating and you’ll be taken care of by a most excellent host.
So, when you find yourself around South Gate, head on over to
Tribe LB. Grab a chair, fill a table with friends, order a round of Cuba
Libres, enjoy the night, and celebrate life.
We might not be able to hop on a plane and visit the beauty of what
Cuba has to offer. But maybe there’s no need right now, especially if
a taste of Cuba is right here on our doorstop. Salud!

If you give this a try, let us know about your experience by messaging
us at reviews@xianease.com.
www.xianease.com
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On Off Bar
Article By Jason Rogers

A Area, Yi Pin Mei Dao, No.60, Gaoxin
Road.
高新路60乙号一品美道A区
一层北

177-9153-1910
6:00pm-2:00am

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

91RMB

I

t’s a tale as old as time. You are ready
to go out, see the town, and enjoy the
night. Maybe it’s you and a couple
friends, and you are polling the room for
what to do. Inevitably, you realize that
some of you want good drinks, others want
good music, and the rest want to club a bit
while the night is young. Then, of course,
you realize you have to choose 1 of these
3 options, because most places don’t really
deliver on all them at the same time. That is
until On/Off Bar arrived on the Xi’an scene.
This new bar, that’s only officially been
open less than two months, is already
revolutionizing Xi’an night life by attempting
to give customers the best of both worlds.
On/Off goes out of its way to give you
exactly what you are looking for in a night
out and that seems to have been the mission
from the very start.

Quality
5

Time

5

5

1

5

Service

Uniqueness

5

Environment

Jason Rogers is a mixologist extraordinaire
living in Xi’an.
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First let me talk about the bar itself. Nestled
in the Gaoxin area, surrounded by office
buildings, you can find On/Off tucked
around a corner. The bar space is intimate,
with no TVs, so mingling is encouraged. The
design is sleek and modern, choosing to
steer clear of the tired whiskey lounge motif
present all over the city. The bar is a fresh
take on the Xi’an nightlife. They frequently
have DJ’s and hold special events with
guest bartenders and fun themes, all while
keeping a nice mix of underground hip hop,
pop, and other popular music that resonates
with the Xi’an youth. To help build on this
atmosphere, On/Off Bar has a separate

room exclusively for late night clubbing,
with a dedicated service bar quickly mixing
up simple drinks to keep your buzz going.
This bar really does think of everything.
Next up is the drinks. Me being a cocktail
lover, the cocktail bar (don’t worry the club
area is split by two doors and a wall so no risk
of spilling over into the bar) is where I spent
most of the night and had a damn good
time doing it. We were immediately seated
at the bar and shown the large cocktail
menu, which beautifully illustrated many
classic cocktails with pictures (it is helpful
in ordering). They also had a smaller menu
with their house specials and snacks, we
started out with a couple of these. I wasn’t
sure what to expect but was immediately
pleased with the care taken in making
the drinks. At the same time nobody was
wearing a vest and an overcoat, and there
was no fine-tuning the ice in my glass for
7 mins. Everything and everyone behind the
bar was very relaxed but still professional.
My favorites from their house drinks were
Mrs. Milkshake; which is exactly like it
sounds - a creamy drink just like a strawberry
milkshake turned alcoholic and delicious.
Next, Treasure Island, a drink that comes
with gold leaf and is boozy but balanced so
it’s easy to drink. Also, when we arrived we
briefly mentioned we were tired from work
and were quickly offered espressos without
even asking. The drinks were all well made
with special house-made ingredients. The
manager and head bartender came out and
had a drink with us and then went to work

xianease

behind the bar making cocktails. That’s something I really respect in
a bar manager. After starting on my third drink, one of the owners
came out to talk to me and explain the bar concept.
The project actually came about because of the COVID situation.
Neil (one of the partners) said he and his friends have spent many
years working outside of China, in particular Australia and was back
home for the holiday when the virus hit. Of course, like the rest of
us, they were stuck and needed to find a way to preoccupy their
time while back home. That’s when the idea for this bar started
brewing. They wanted a place similar to the bars they had seen in
the West that were more modern, less stuffy, and expensive. They
set out to make a bar with a great vibe and great cocktails that
weren’t overpriced or that took an hour to receive. They are trying
to bridge the gap between Xian’s club and cocktail world; and, I
would say, doing so quite successfully. I was impressed with how
diverse the liquor selection was, housing several good ryes and gins.
All the spirits were selected by the bar manager, a top skilled
bartender himself, and one of the best in China. They are clearly
trying to get away from that, “I’m everything to everyone” vibe most
bars have, with their 200 different single malts that mostly collect
dust. The owners really want to embody the, “we’ve got you” kind
of vibe that I prefer, whether you are feeling On or Off for the night
(see what I did there). After we spoke extensively about the Xi’an
cocktail scene and the passion the owners had in making this bar,
we proceeded to try some crazier drinks including a Quarantine
Martini (an original by the bar manager Troy) which had an Vitamin
C powder rim and a baijiu cocktail which was one of the best baijiu
cocktails I have ever had. All that was followed by lots of crazy shots
and a great night.
I could literally keep going on about this bar but I have a word cap so
let me sum it up. With its great service, attention to detail, creative
cocktails, modular layout for whatever kind of night you want (oh I
forgot to mention they have a Pho restaurant next door, for when
you need to recharge) and passion for creating something I think
Xi’an desperately needs, I’d say this is definitely one of the best bars
I’ve been to in recent times. Seriously everybody, go to this bar. You
won’t regret it.
www.xianease.com

If you give this a try, let us know about your experience by messaging
us at reviews@xianease.com.
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mes
madeby

Swamp Soup

4

Article by Oomesh Nana

A perfect hot quaff for a ghoulish cold night. An awful title I know, however, most satisfying
to indulge in.

INGREDIENTS
• 750g frozen peas

• 1 small leek, finely sliced

• 2 cloves garlic, peeled and crushed
• 1 liter hot vegetable stock

• 50g butter
• 2 cups grated mozzarella

• Salt and freshly cracked white pepper, to taste
14
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Method
1. Melt the butter in a large pot and tip in the leeks.
Sauté on a gentle heat until tender. Scatter in the
peas, garlic and pour in the stock. Allow it to simmer
until the peas are tender.
2. Using a stick blender, blitz the peas until it forms
a sloppy green sludge. Check seasoning and adjust
accordingly. Lastly, stir in the mozzarella and serve.

About Mesh:
“My hands interpret my soul’s craving.”
~ Oomesh Nana
Born with a passion for food, Oomesh, also known as Mesh, is
a natural cook, teacher, inspirer and Chef. Mesh was inspired
into the world of culinary by family and close friends, and has
been playing, cooking, experimenting and creating from the
age of 12.
His passion for teaching, sharing and inspiring have led him
to become a world-class
instructor in the culinary field.
A true natural in any kitchen,
Mesh enchants people with
his simple, easy-to-cook and
fuss-free approach to food. A
strong believer in good quality,
fresh, local ingredients, Mesh
is always inspired to try
new and creative ways to
make food taste WOW – by
showcasing the ingredients in
their simplest and most basic
forms.

Born in East London, South Africa, Mesh has published 2 recipe books.
He is a qualified Chef and Graphic Designer and currently an English
language teacher.
www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com
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Article by Jason Rogers

In the USA, we love to drink. We have so many holidays dedicated to drinking (unofficially) and no
holiday overflows with more revelry than Halloween. One of the scariest nights of the year and one of
the drunkest. As people put drink after drink away on All Hallows Eve, their decision making becomes…
questionable. People soon move away from just spooky drinks, like the ones featured in last October’s
Xianease (Halloween Drinks For Any Party) to downright disturbing. So, I thought it would be devilishly fun
to share some of those very drinks with you. These are of course just for education and should not be given
to your extremely drunk friend at your next Halloween party *wink*.

Prairie Oyster
(No not the band)

Now this one may be a blessing in disguise if your friends
have already had one too many. This “cocktail” (more like
concoction) is touted as a hangover remedy. I personally
have never tried one, but feel free to be the first guinea pig.
A fair warning everyone - this drink involves a whole raw egg
(pasteurized eggs only people, don’t poison your friends).

To make you need:
1 medium whole egg

1 tsp/5ml Worcestershire sauce
1-2 dashes Tabasco/hot sauce
Pinch Salt & Pepper

- Optional -

a splash of gin for a bit of hair of the dog.

16

Carefully crack the egg into a low glass without breaking
the yolk. Add your dashes of Tabasco and Worcestershire
sauce and sprinkle with salt and pepper. If adding gin,
give a gentle whirl in the glass to help mix the flavors.
Finally shoot the hold thing back in one gulp and pray.
xianease

Cement Mixer
I personally think whoever came up with this drink is a sick
individual who cares little for man’s suffering. The ingredients
themselves are fairly simple and easy to get, it is the process
of “making and consuming” this drink that really makes
the hairs stand on end. On the plus side, if you have some
Bailey’s lying around at home you now have a use for it.

To make you need:
1 shot of Bailey’s or any cream based liqueur

1 shot lime or lemon juice (lemon is probably
easier on the victim, I mean friend)

Pour ingredients in two separate shot glasses. First fill
your mouth with the shot of Bailey’s and hold it. Then
sip on your shot of citrus and mix the two ingredients
around in your mouth until it curdles and then actually
decide to drink it, you poor fool. Flavor wise, it’s not
terrible, but on the texture scale this ranks a solid, “not
today Satan!”. This is still fun, right guys?

Smoker’s Cough
We’ve all heard it, that vile wet sound of someone coughing
up Slimer from Ghostbusters, while the rest of us look on
in horror. Well now you can simulate that with a cocktail.

Pour the Jager into shot glass. Add a topping of mayo.
Shoot the drink and make God cry.

To make you need:
1 shot of Jagermeister (chilling it won’t help guys)
1 tsp/5mg Mayonnaise (like you are actually
gonna measure this out)

www.xianease.com
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Hot Garlic
Cocktail
This drink is all thanks to one of my favorite cocktail
Youtubers, Greg from How To Drink (check it out its super
fun). The drink is a mix between the Brazilian Caipirinha and
a Hot Toddy but with the (benefit?) of garlic. The drink was
rumored to be a curative for the 1918 Spanish Flu. In the
episode, he makes a honey garlic syrup by adding equal
parts honey and water and boiling it with smashed garlic. If
that’s too difficult for you, just smash some garlic and put it
in a glass jar with your Cachaça to infuse the garlic flavor.
Be sure to taste it occasionally for garlic strength.

To make you need:

ion)
(based off the infused vers
1oz/30ml Lime juice

1oz/30ml Honey syrup

1.5oz/45ml Infused Cachaça
3oz/90ml Hot water

In a mug, combine all the ingredients, pouring in the hot
water last and give a good stir to mix everything. Drink
and be thankful you aren’t back in 1918.

Horse *Milk*
I saved the most spine-chilling drink for last. Clearly this
abomination has no reason to exist other than to torture
those brave or dumb enough to try it. This is a two ingredient
drink and if you are feeling extra fancy you can try layering
this glass of pure nightmare fuel.
Also this isn’t the official name of this drink so be careful
looking up its origins on the internet, some things can’t be
unseen.

To make you need:
1 part beer

1 part milk (dairy seems to be the bartender’s
instrument of evil)

In a pint glass, first pour beer and then pour an equal
amount of milk and allow it to settle together before
drinking. Thus unlocks the final seal and ushering in the
end of the world, or more accurately the very real end of
your night spent hugging the toilet.

Well that’s it folks, I hope these drinks haunt your dreams like I know they will mine. And remember not
only did someone make these drinks but people proceeded to try them, that’s the scariest part of all.
Cheers and Happy Halloween!
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TOP 5

HORROR MOVIES FOR
HALLOWEEN
Article by William Fisk

Halloween approaches! Soon the dead will walk and ghastly ghosts will gather for ghoulish and gruesome fun!

As much as our favourite holiday is the time of year to dust off your creepy cosplay, hit the city, and get funky like
Frankenstein… it’s also the perfect month to immerse yourself in that most malevolent and monstrous of cinema genres
- HORROR!
Get ready to hide behind that cushion and scream for your lives as we take a peak through petrified fingers at my top
five film picks for Halloween!

OF THE DEAD
01 DAWN
(Dir: George A. Romero 1978)
The sequel to 1968’s ‘Night of the Living Dead’, the low budget, independent horror
film that reinvented the zombie sub-genre forever, ‘Dawn of the Dead’ follows the
misfortunes of four desperate survivors hiding in a deserted shopping mall from
hordes of ravenous walking corpses.

‘Dawn…’ is an ultra-gory comic book style roller-coaster ride from start to finish…
but also more than the sum of its rotting parts. Here you will find satire at its most
scathing. Romero’s take on mindless consumerism back in the 70’s was way ahead of
its time and feels more prophetic than ever. Plus.. there’s a zombie pie fight! Glorious!

02 DRACULA
(Dir: Terence Fisher 1958)
British film company ‘Hammer’ were the undisputed Kings of Horror from the
1950’s to the 1970’s. Their sumptuous 1958 remake of Bram Stoker’s ‘Dracula’ saw
Sir Christopher Lee reinvent the iconic monster into a very physical and terrifying
predator dripping in dark, brooding sexuality.
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Facing off against fellow legend of British Horror cinema, the phenomenal Peter
Cushing (as his nemesis, Van Helsing), from the moment that bright red blood is
splattered across Dracula’s coffin from off-screen in the opening credits sequence….
unsuspecting 50’s audiences were suddenly and immediately aware that this new
version of the classic horror tale was going to be horrifically vivid and different.
Beautiful and terrifying.

xianease

WITCH
03 THE
(Dir: Robert Eggers 2015)
He only has two film credits, but Robert Eggers is already regarded by many critics
as a master director. His debut, ‘The Witch’ is a supernatural horror that follows a
Puritan family who encounter forces of evil in the woods beyond their New England
farm.

The tone is deeply unsettling throughout, with fantastic performances, authentic
period language, haunting sound design, and a meticulous attention to detail that
combine perfectly to make an exceptionally intelligent horror experience. A modern
classic for the genre from a new talent that demands your attention.

THING
04 THE
(Dir: John Carpenter 1982)
Science Fiction and Horror make ideal bed fellows, and one of the finest examples of
this genre pairing is 1982’s ‘The Thing’. A box office flop on release, ‘The Thing’ tells
the tale of a group of American researchers in Antarctica who encounter a parasitic
extra-terrestrial life-form that assimilates, then imitates other organisms.

There is so much to admire in this nihilistic cult classic, but the true stand out for
me is the gut-churning creature designs of horror effects legend - Rob Bottin. A tour
de force of practical effects, severed heads sprout insect legs and stomachs turn
into gaping mouths as viscera splashes across the screen! Definitely not one for the
squeamish.

ON ELM STREET
05 A(Dir:NIGHTMARE
Wes Craven 1984)
The cinematic story of Freddy Krueger, the titular dream stalker with the bladed
leather glove, has arguably been one of diminishing returns. However, his first outing
in 1984’s ‘A Nightmare on Elm Street’ still remains one of the scariest and ferociously
imaginative films ever made.
‘Nightmare…’ is a fantastic example of ‘plastic’ reality in Horror, a watershed moment
for the genre during the mid-1980’s. Advances in special effects and materials (thin
latex) saw film makers like Craven and David Cronenberg move on from the longstale slasher craze that dominated the early decade into experimenting with making
metaphors physical. Freddy’s tongue emerging from the telephone is surrealist
cinema at its most peculiar and disturbing. You may never sleep again.

Are you scared yet? Don’t be! It’s only Halloween! Remember… it’s only a movie.
… or is it?
William Fisk is a DJ, Co-founder of ‘THE SUNDAY CLUB’ Wechat community and ‘Monster Mash’ dance champion since 1977. You can contact him.
www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com

21

Arts & Cuture

Ancient Chinese
Ghost Stories
Belief in the supernatural, including all different varieties of spirits, ghosts, and monsters, was a big part of
traditional societies and many of the beliefs continue on until today, upheld by superstitions and observances
meant to keep the ghastly at bay. Halloween may be a Western holiday, but that doesn’t mean that the Ancient
Chinese didn’t get in on the ghost story game as well. The stories range from the funny to the tragic, and offer
an insight into what people from years gone by thought of the extraordinary.

The Man Who Sold a Ghost
宋定伯捉鬼
南阳宋定伯，
年少时，
夜行逢鬼。
问曰：
“谁？
”
鬼曰：
“鬼也”
鬼日：
“卿复谁？
定伯欺之，
言：
我亦鬼
也。
”
鬼问：
“欲至何所？
”
答日：
“欲至宛市。
”
鬼言：
我亦欲至宛市。
”
共行数里。
鬼言：
“步行大亟，
可
共迭相担也。
”
定伯日：
“大善。
”
鬼便先担定伯数里。
鬼言：
“卿大重，
将非鬼也？
”
定伯言：
“我新死，
故重耳。
”
定伯因复担鬼，
鬼略无重。
如其再三。
定伯复言：
“我新死，
不知鬼悉何所畏忌？
”
鬼日：
“惟
不喜人唾。
”
于是共道遇水，
定伯因命鬼先渡，
听之，
了无声。
定伯自渡，
漕濯作声。
鬼复言：
“何以作声？
”
定伯
日：
新死不习渡水耳。
易怪。
”
行欲至宛市，
定伯便担鬼至头上，
急持之。
鬼大呼，
声咋咋，
索下，
不复
听之。
径至宛市中，
着地，
化为一羊，
便卖之，
恐其变化，
乃唾之。
得钱千五百，
乃去。
于时言：
“定伯
卖鬼，
得钱千五百。
”

When Song Dingbo of Nanyang was young, he met a ghost one night as he was walking.
“Who are you?” he asked.
“A ghost, sir. Who are you?” said the ghost.
“A ghost like yourself,” lied Song.
“Where are you going?” asked the ghost.

22

xianease

“To the city.” said Song.
“So am I.” said the ghost.
They went on together, and had walked for a mile or so, when the ghost said, “Walking is
most exhausting. Why don’t we take turns carrying each other?”
“A good idea.” said Song.
First, the ghost carried him for some distance. “How heavy you are!” said the ghost. “Are
you really a specter?”
“I am a new ghost,” answered Song, “That is why I am heavier than usual.” Then he carried
the ghost, who weighed nothing at all. And so they went on, changing several times.
Suddenly Song spoke, “As I am a new ghost, please tell my, what are we ghosts most afraid
of?”
“Being spat at by men – that is all”, said the ghost.
They continue on until they came upon a stream. The ghost crossed first, and did so without
making a sound. But when Song crossed, he made many loud splashing noises. “Why are
you making such a racket?” asked the ghost.
“I only died recently”, answered Song, “and I am not used to fording streams. Please, excuse
me.”
As they drew near to the city, Song suddenly seized the ghost and threw him over his
shoulder, holding him tightly. The ghost screeched and begged to be put down, but song
wouldn’t listen. Instead he headed straight for the market. When he set the ghost down, it
turned into a goat! He promptly sold the goat, spitting at it to keep it from changing back.
Then he left the market, with 1500 more coins in his pocket.
So the saying spread:
Song Dingbo did better than most –
He made money selling a ghost.

www.xianease.com

23

Arts & Cuture

The New Ghost
新死鬼
有新死鬼，
形疲瘦顿，
忽见生时友人，
死及二十年，
肥健，
相问讯曰
“卿那尔？
”
曰：
“吾饥俄殆不自
任，
卿知诸方便，
故当以法见教。
友鬼云：
“此甚易耳！
但为人作怪，
人必大怖，
当与卿食。
“
新鬼往入大墟东头，
有一家奉佛精进，
屋西厢有磨。
鬼就捱此磨，
如人推法。
此家主语子弟日：
“佛
怜我家贫，
令鬼推磨。
”
乃辇麦与之。
至夕磨数斛，
疲顿乃去。
遂骂友鬼：
“卿那逛我？
”
又曰：
“但复
去，
自当得也”
复从墟西头入一家。
家奉道，
门旁有碓。
此鬼便上碓。
如人舂状。
此人言：
“昨日鬼助
某甲，
今复来助吾，
可辇谷与之。
”
又给婢簸筛。
至夕力疲甚，
不与鬼食。
鬼暮归，
大怒曰：
吾自与卿
为婚姻，
非他比，
如何见欺？
二日助人，
不得一瓯饮食！
”
友鬼曰：
”
卿自不偶耳！
此二家奉佛事道，
情
自难动; 今去可觅百姓家作怪，
则无不得。
“
鬼复去，
得一家，
门首有竹竿。
从门入，
见有一群女子，
窗前共食。
至庭中，
有一白狗，
便抱令空中
行。
其家见之大惊，
言自来未有此怪，
占云：
“有客索食，
可杀狗，
并中祀之，
可得无他。
”
其家如师
言。
鬼果大得食。
此后恒作怪，
友鬼之教也。

A new ghost, wasted and haggard, met an old friend who had died some twenty years before,
and now looked quite fat and sleek.
“How are you?” asked the friend. “I am so hungry, I can hardly stand it. You must know the
ins and outs. Tell me what to do.” said the new ghost.
“That is easy. Frighten men by working wonders, and they will give you food.”
So, the new ghost went to the east side of the village, where he found a family of devout
Buddhists. There was a mill to one side of the house, so the ghost began to turn the mill, just
as he had done in life. The master of the house said to his children, “Buddha has blessed
us by sending this ghost to turn the mill for us.” He brought up a load of wheat and fed it
into the mill while the ghost continued to work. When night came, he had ground dozens of
bushels of wheat, but still left hungry.
“You lied to me!”” said the new ghost to his friend. His friend simply said, “Try again. Next
time you’ll get food.”
So the next day, the new ghost went to the east side of the village, where he found a family of
devout Taoists. There was a mortar and pestle by the gate, so the ghost began pounding the
pestle like he had done in life. “Yesterday this ghost helped someone else,” said the master of
the house, “and today it has come to help me. Let us bring it some grain.” So, the master had
the maids collect the grain and bring it to the ghost. Once again, he worked all day, but not
a bite did he receive. He went home that night in a fury.

24

xianease

“We are related by marriage,” he said to his old
friend, “Why did you lie to me? I have slaved for two
whole days, yet still have not received any food.”
“You have simply been unlucky,” said the old friend,
it is difficult to make an impression on Buddhists
and Taoists. If you work wonders in ordinary
households, you are bound to be given food.”
The next day, the new ghost went to a house with
a bamboo pole at its gate. Going in he saw women
eating by one window. There was a white dog in
the courtyard, and the ghost picked it up, so that it
seemed that the dog was walking on air. The family
saw this and they were amazed, claiming they
had never seen such a wonder before. They went to
consult a fortune teller.
“You have a hungry visitor,” he told them. “All will
be well if you kill an animal and sacrifice it in the
courtyard with sweetmeats, wine, and rice.” They
did this, and the ghost had a hearty meal. After this,
the ghost continued to take his friends advice and
went on working wonders.

www.xianease.com
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Arts & Cuture

Article by Kristen Mullen

T

he monsters of Chinese folklore
haunt the underworld Dì Yù 地狱, the
backyard during the rainy season, and
everywhere in between— including your
stomach. Here in China, ghosts and goblins
in fables fuse the bizarre into scenes of
normalcy. Ancient fables often show the
beasts as the “other”, exposing the shortcomings and paradoxes of human nature.
The monsters cross the bounds of living
and dead, intruding and upsetting the lives
of humans. These creatures have become
bound to Chinese tradition and are infused
in regular phrases such as ”ghosts fighting
each other” guǐ dǎjià 鬼打架, used when
irresponsible people cause an unfavorable
situation, or “full of ghost talk” guǐhuà
liánpiān 鬼话连篇 when someone isn’t
making sense. Often in ancient Chinese
stories linked to Taoism and Buddhism,
monsters exist in alignment with gods and
nature. In the lost book of Bái Zé Tú 白泽
图, the strange and clever white cat Bái Zé
once recorded for the emperor Huáng Dì
over 11,500 different mythical creatures to
look out for! Here are just a few examples
taken from history.
Most commonly, ghosts are depicted as
fantastical beasts, but there’s usually a
more sinister or dark side to their story. For
example, the fierce horned Zhēng Níng 狰
狞 with a leopard body and five tails. Or, the
Páo Xiāo 狍鸮, a monstrosity with a human
face, goat-like body, armpit eyes, and tiger
teeth that cries like an infant to lure its
human prey. Fēi 蜚 is a bull-like creature
with a snake tail and a large third eye who
brings misfortune to any land he touches.
The È Guǐ 饿鬼, or hungry ghost, is a spirit
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who has done a grave wrong and in death
is always hungry with a mouth too small,
presenting like a worm. Other ghosts can
be found inside the body, like the Fù Guǐ
腹鬼 and the Gāo Huāng Guǐ 膏肓鬼 who
exist in the abdomen, causing pain, illness
and sometimes death.

The Yāoguài 妖怪, who perhaps represents
the biggest group of ghosts, are former
spirits who acquire energy through their
time with humans and transform into
something more powerful. Here we find
the Yāojing 妖精, or “the seducer”, a fox
ghost, which sometimes hides in the form

xianease

of a lovely woman, beckoning unsuspecting men into her game.
Another is Yāomó 妖魔, or “strange demon”, which reproduce
with the arrival of rain and cause mischief and terror. They even
inspired the 1980’s Hollywood movie The Gremlins. Dú Jiǎo
Guǐwáng 独角鬼王, horned demon king, derives power from his
horn, and can be seen in Journey to the West alongside his friend,
the Monkey King. Bā Jiāo Guǐ 芭蕉鬼, or banana tree ghost, are
ladies who appear after being summoned with a red string around
the trunk of the tree with the other end tied to the bed. They can
predict the future and are often used for lottery winnings, but it
can have dire consequences if you do not free them afterward. Guǐ
Pó 鬼婆 are old witches who are usually kind, helping servants of
the rich. Their malevolent looks don’t reflect their peaceful intent.
Huà Pí Guǐ 画皮鬼, painted skin ghosts are women who suffered
misdoings in their lifetime. They eat victims at night and wear
their skin by day. And finally, there are the Nǚ guǐ 女鬼, faceless
women ghosts, popularized in Asian horror films with long black
hair. They are usually out for vengeance, those who look for their
face won’t live to see the truth!
Luckily, some spirits are looking out for us humans. The Yè Chā 夜
叉 devour ghosts and demons who escape from the underworld.
Hēi Wú Cháng 黑无常 and Wú Cháng Bái 无常白 are two best
friends who stick together in the afterlife, catching restless souls
and bringing them to justice. Throughout history, it should be
noted that most of those who encounter a ghost are not aware
until the spirits begin to act mischievous or odd. Rarely do the
stories even question the existence of ghosts. Instead, they
explore what we do should we encounter such a creature. So,
what would you do if you come across a guǐ 鬼 on a dark, rainy
night?

For more on Chinese ghosts:
Peng Yi’s children’s book Yaoguai Mountain (2014), Pu Songling’s
Penguin Classic Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio (2016),
Jackie Chan’s movie Knight of Shadows: Yin and Yang (2019)
or the classic A Chinese Ghost Story (1987).

Kristen is a literature lecturer at Xi’an Jiaotong University. In her free
time, she’s a devotee to horror movies and Shaanxi street food.
www.xianease.com
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Journey to the West (of China):

Dunhuang Edition
Article by Jin and Francis

F

or the first time in 6 months, it was
wheels up and we were in the air!
After quarantine, work from home,
and living behind a mask, travel seemed like
a dream come true.
Dunhuang, located in the northwestern
part of Gansu province, is a desert oasis.
While the word “oasis” might conjure
romanticized images of lakes or palm trees,
the “desert” is simply not a place people
usually go on vacation. So why did we go
to Dunhuang? We had never been, and
selected it for its relatively low cost, it’s
suitability to visit during the summer, and
its rich history and culture (also, Gansu
had largely been spared by the pandemic).
Awaiting us would be Buddhist cave
art, sand dunes, rainbow-colored rock
formations, picturesque salt lakes and, of
course, all the tastiest, freshest lamb we
could stuff our faces with. We visited a
long list of sites, including The Crescent
Lake (yueyaquan) and Mingshashan (a
mountain of sand named after the sound
of wind blowing across the dunes), Yumen
Pass (the gate through which the Silk Road
connected China to Central Asia), Western
Thousand Buddha Caves (xiqianfodong),
Yardang National Geopark, an entertaining
(but kind of kitschy) performance called
Youjian Dunhuang and, interestingly
enough, the world’s largest molten salt solar
power plant.
The highlight was, of course, the Mogao
Grottoes (mogaoku) and its accompanying
museums. Hundreds of caves with Buddhist
art spanning 1000+ years exist at the site,
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although due to visitor restrictions, you can
usually only see 4 or 8 caves depending on
your ticket type. We were fortunate enough
to know a researcher at the Dunhuang
Academy, Neil Schmid, who accompanied
us through the caves and helped to
contextualize their cultural significance: they
contain many of the best-preserved original
examples of ancient Chinese Buddhist
artwork over the longest period of time,
anywhere in the world. Additionally, each
cave has its own unique design features and,
therefore, a unique story to tell depending
on its patrons, artists, and the protagonists
depicted in the artwork itself.
Getting there was easy enough – our
direct flight from Xi’an was only a few
hours (there are also overnight trains
from Xi’an). We chose a hotel close to
“downtown Dunhuang” right next to the

city government building, walking distance
from the night market, the Thunder
Temple (leiyinsi), The Dunhuang Museum,
and lamb restaurant called Jingyuan
Galiu Meiwei Yanggaorou that was just
absolutely divine (we went 3 times for the
shouzhuarou, freshly boiled lamb chops).
Cabs were always readily available, drivers
were friendly and knowledgeable and, as
we learned, even received special training
on receiving tourists and introducing them
to Dunhuang’s many attractions.
After three days in Dunhuang, we then
drove a loop south through Qinghai
province and then back to Dunhuang.
Moreover, we planned it ourselves without
organizing our trip through a travel agency.
Despite making the decision to travel two
days before we left, there were a couple
important things we did before departure
that made our trip possible:

xianease

1. Nucleic Acid Test (within the last 5-7 days) – since we
travelled to Dunhuang, the situation across China has generally
improved for foreign passport holders. However, many tourist
sites and hotels still require a nucleic acid test from foreigners.
Additionally, a nucleic acid test can accelerate your entry to various
sites and help you avoid unnecessary mafan (trouble).
2. Reserve Tickets for the Mogao Grottoes (for Chinese
travelers) – Because the daily number of visitors is restricted,
Chinese tourists must reserve tickets online ahead of their visit.
The “A-Level Tickets” which are the best and allow you to tour the
greatest number of caves sell out quickly. Foreign passport holders
lack a Chinese ID and, as of this writing, are unable to reserve online.
Simply show your foreign passport at the window to pick up an
A-Level Ticket when you visit. Each foreign passport holder may also
pick up an additional A-Level Ticket for a friend.

3. Check Hotel Accommodation – Dunhuang is a tourism
center, but other parts of Gansu, Qinghai, and far western China
generally don’t have the same kind of infrastructure or familiarity
with hosting foreigners. We recommend calling hotels and hostels
before you book to confirm that they can host foreign passport
holders.
4. Car Rental – If you want to travel around Gansu and Qinghai
by yourself, driving is the only way, so either get a license, find a
friend with a license, or simply hire a taxi (which is actually highly
popular). Also, be prepared to drive 400-700km per day. Most big
cities have rental services – Jin used an app to rent a small SUV from
Shenzhou Zuche (think Hertz in China), which ended up being
around 300RMB per day including insurance and other fees.
5. Speak Chinese – outside of Dunhuang, Lanzhou, and Xining, it
is rare to find staff who speak fluent English.

As for our itinerary, it roughly followed the map below, starting and
ending in Dunhuang (top left corner).

Jin and Francis are both teachers in Xi’an, and love exploring food. They can
be contacted at jin@xianease.com and francis@xianease.com.
www.xianease.com
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Traveling Domestically
in China Post-Pandemic
With international travel not possible for foreigners living in
China, some have felt that their travel options are somewhat
limited, with many avoiding travel all together. However,
domestic travel has been an option for several months now,
but many are still unsure about what it would be like traveling
in China post-COVID. What do you need to do? Is it possible to
travel wherever you want? What loops with you need to jump
through in order to do so.
Luckily, many provincial governments are eager to get the
domestic travel market rolling again, so the process for travel
is not as difficult as you might think. However, there are several
things to consider before you heading straight out to test the
waters.
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Hectic Health Codes
By now, every person living in Xi’an is familiar with
the 一码通, the local health code that this required
for you to scan in for most places these days in the
name of tracking viral exposure. However, this code
is not nationally recognized, so each place that you
would like to travel to may require their own version
of this. The registration process for each can vary from
the very simple to the overly complex, but most will
require the submission of your personal information
and a declaration that you have not been to any high
risk areas in the past 14 days.
Another option is to register through an Alipay account.
In most provinces, going through your Alipay account
will allow you to register for any local health apps that
are required. Sometimes it will also be necessary to
verify your location history through the 通信行程卡,
a mini program available through Wechat, that will
use your location information from your mobile phone
provider to verify that you have not been in any high
risk areas in the past 14 day.

xianease

Mask Up

Check Your Accommodation

While you may have seen a greater number of people not wearing
masks in the outdoors, they are still required for most form of
transportation, as well as need to be worn inside the airport and on
the plane. While different cities will have different requirements for
wearing a mask depending on their individual situation, the general
rule follows that when you are on public transportation, taking a
taxi/did, or are in a high-traffic indoor place (such as a museum)
masks should be worn.

Speaking of held over rules, some hotels, hostels, or other
accommodation are not allowed to host non-Chinese citizens due
to local regulations, even if you have already booked and paid before
your arrival. Often this is out of the hands of the hotel staff, so it is
better to check ahead of time by calling the place you intend to stay
at and verifying that you can indeed stay there. Hotels will also be a
good source of information on which of their local tourist sites will
be accessible, so while you are on the phone, you might as well ask.

Be Prepared
Limited Access
While the situation is generally ok in most areas of China, many of
the rules limiting the number of visitors to various sites that you
might want to visit may still be limited. If you have a particular place
in mind that you would like to visit, it would be good to check ahead
for ticket registration online or through WeChat. This can typically
be done by searching the full name of the place in Chinese through
WeChat and selecting the Official Accounts tab. If your Chinese is
minimal, you might want to have someone more fluent assist you,
as it is easy to select the wrong type of ticket if you are not careful.
Also, be aware that many of these official accounts will not have an
option for inserting a passport number, so you may not be able to
pre-book your ticket. This does not mean that you can’t get in, as
many places will have a small number of reserved in-person tickets
that you can get at the gate. Availability of these tickets may be
limited, so get to your chosen destination early to guarantee yourself
a ticket.

While it may not be strictly necessary, it might be a good idea to
obtain a negative COVID-19 test by going to a local hospital or lab
before leaving on your trip. Remember that they are only valid for
72-hours, so plan accordingly so that you can have one ready when
going to the airport or to check into a hotel. While most that have
traveled in recent months have not reported needing to show such
a test, it is an extra layer of security in case it is necessary.
In addition to this, be prepared for longer lines and waits than usual,
as most people will crowd the entrances, having not signed up for
the local health code, and then try to sign up on the spot, all while
blocking the entrance. You also might find lines in places where
you might not expect, as many places only have a single entrance
opened up, which means that everyone is funneling through that
single spot.

Traveling domestically is an option that you might not have considered
recently, but if you’re looking to do a bit of traveling in the near future,
this is roughly what you can expect. Stay safe on your travels, and enjoy
your time off while it lasts.
www.xianease.com
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What happens

when you die

in China?
Article by XIANEASE

No one plans on dying while
living abroad, but sometimes bad
things happen and the situation
arises in which someone’s life is
cut short a long way from home.
In that situation, what happens?
Are you buried locally or will your
remains be repatriated? How is
the process managed in either
case? As morbid as the topic may
be, and we certainly hope that
this topic never need be relevant
for anyone, this is something that
people should be aware of when
living so far from home.

Notifying Next-ofKin
The first step once someone has died
is the notification to the next-of-kin,
who will make the remainder of the
decisions going forward on what will
happen to the remains. Typically, this
can be handled by the deceased’s
home country consulate here in China,
but it also may be handled by the
person’s employer or school. In either
case, it is important to have up-todate emergency contact information
registered with the appropriate
representative.
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If the next-of-kin is located in China,
then they can be called on to make the
necessary arrangements. If they are
not located in China, once contacted
they can try to obtain a visa to come
to China, though a visa cannot be
guaranteed by any party government.
If the next-of-kin are unable to travel
to China, then they may write a letter
specifically stating how the remains
of their loved one should be treated
and what should be done with said
remains.

Registering the
Death

It is important to obtain a death
certificate for the purposes of
registering the death in the deceased’s
home country, life insurance claims
and other relevant benefits will
be inaccessible without it. Local
authorities will issue a death certificate
in Chinese, but in order for it to be
used, a certified translation will need
to be done, either by a Notary Public or
It will also be necessary for the next-ofofficial translation office.
kin to issue a letter of authorization for
the person who will collect the relevant Typically, if the person dies in a
documents, including the local death hospital, the cause of death will be
certificate. This role can be fulfilled known and written on the death
by another relative, friend, insurance certificate. If the cause of death
company representative, or funeral was not an infectious disease, then
director. Occasionally, in the event that the remains may be embalmed or
a suitable representative cannot be cremated and sent onwards without
found, a consular representative may issue once all medical bills have been
be appointed to fulfill this role, but paid. Deaths that occur outside the
this will differ from country to country. hospital will likely first be investigated
The letter of authorization typically will by police to determine the cause. In
contain the person’s name, relation, the event of non-violent deaths, with
and passport number of the next of no evidence of foul play, they may
kin, as well as the name and passport issue a death certificate that lists the
or Chinese ID card number of the cause of death as “sudden death”.
person being given authorization. If the cause of death is somehow
Letters should be signed and mailed suspicious, the police reserve the right
or otherwise forwarded to the relevant to request an autopsy. Approval for the
parties for their use in fulfilling autopsy must be given by the next of
requests.
kin or the proxy. Autopsies have been
xianease

known to take a significant amount of
time in China, up to one month, and
repatriation of the remains will not
occur until the autopsy is completed.
Autopsies are not typically conducted
unless requested by the police, but
one may be requested by the next of
kin, bearing in mind the possible delay
of repatriation.

What happens to
the remains?
Generally, there are two choices when
it comes to the processing of the
remains; cremation or embalming.
Burials were banned in China in 1985
during a national ‘Funeral Reform’
movement in an effort to conserve
land, so cremation is the standard
process in China, and as such there
are several crematoriums that can
handle the remains. Once the remains
have been processed, they can be
picked up by the next-of-kin or their
representative and be transported
back to the person’s country of
origin. Public cemeteries in China do
not generally accept the remains of
foreigners unless they have made
major contributions to Chinese society
and have been recognized for such
contributions. Private cemeteries may
accept the remains, but usually at a
premium cost.
If cremation is not desired, then the
next-of-kin should explicitly state this,
either in person or by official letter.

www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com

According to Roseates, a Beijing-based
funeral home that specializes in the
processing and repatriation of the
remains of foreigners, each province
has a single mortuary that is allowed
to process non-Chinese citizens. These
sites are usually located in the provincial
capital, so depending on where the
death happens, arrangements for
transportation will need to be made.
They also explicitly state on their
website that they are not responsible
for wrongdoing or negligence on the
part of local funeral homes, implying
that this has been a problem in the
past.

The Costs of Dying
in China
Whether choosing to have the
remains repatriated or attempt to
have them interred in China, the cost
is quite high. The embalming process
can cost anywhere from 10,000 to
15,000RMB in Beijing, according to
a Global times article from 2016.
The funeral coordinators and the
special transportation required for
the remains, as well as the cost of
processing the paperwork, can
really start to add up. Total cost
of repatriation can be upwards of
80,000RMB.Note that these prices are
largely from 2016 and have most likely
risen in recent years with the continued
growth of the Chinese economy and
the accompanying inflation.

Choosing to be cremated and interred
in China will not be significantly
cheaper. The cost of cremation can
be as low as 300RMB for locals, the
cost for foreigners can be significantly
higher, going up to 8000RMB in some
cases. Since burial in a public cemetery
is not typically possible, it is required
to purchase a private funeral plot for
the remains, which can run upwards of
200,000RMB. This means that in some
cases, it is more expensive to be laid to
rest in China than to be repatriated. It
is also illegal to spread ashes without
expressed permission in most places,
with a fine being imposed for doing
so.
Most embassy websites specifically
state that they will not bear any
financial
responsibility
for
the
repatriation or burial of their citizens
in foreign lands, meaning that the
costs will be borne by the next-of-kin
or the estate of the deceased. With
such high costs, it may be necessary to
plan ahead for such expenses to avoid
delay. Access to the belongings and
funds of the deceased may be difficult
without prior arrangement, so creating
a document with key information may
be advisable.

No one plans on dying far from home, but
knowing what to do in the event that the can
greatly reduce the stress and anxiety in what
are already terrible circumstances. If there
are any further questions about this topic, feel
free to contact us through our official account
or by email at info@xianease.com.
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Fangsuo
Bookstore
Article by XIANEASE

I

t’s often been said that bookstores
around the world are struggling. With the
rise of the internet, and the subsequent
easy access to information, as well as digital
publishing, it would seem that this rumor
would be true. In China, however, bookstore
can still do quite well, as paper books still
have a certain clout amongst readers, both
for children and adults. These bookstore
have moved beyond the basic model of
simply providing books and have ventured
into the territory of becoming entertainment
centers all on their own. As such, they have
often become sprawling mini-metropolises
containing a plethora of options for both
material objects and experiences.
Such is the case with Fangsuo Bookstore,
recently opened in the popular shopping
center, G-Park. Fangsuo is a chain originally

founded in Taiwan that has four locations
in mainland China, Guangzhou, Shenzhen,
Chengdu, and Xi’an. It is a sprawling
location, two floors of books in a beautifully
designed setting, with sweeping staircases
and arching ceilings. Most of the books are
in Chinese (naturally) but there is a selection

of books in English as well. Books are divided
by category, as you would expect, and the
tags are in both English and Chinese. From
history to hobbies, you can find what you’re
looking for. If you read Chinese They also
have a large selection of magazines and
large format art books to browse through
as well. At the rear is a children’s book
section stocked full of a large number of
local and imported titles for children with
walls decorated with special murals. This
section also includes a play area full of toys
for children to enjoy themselves in.
However, Fangsuo offers more than just
books. Located off to the left of the main
entrance is a shop were you can buy
specialized items, such as notebooks, pens,
and art supplies, all from well known brands.
There are also other items, such as tea pots
and cups, toys, and other items of interest.
Currently, there is also an interactive display
available sponsored by the colored pencil
and art-supply manufacturer Faber-Castell.
On the opposing side, there is a showroom
for jewelry, calligraphy, and other cultural
items that are on sale. At the rear of the
store, there are more shops selling a variety
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of items, from jewelry and hair supplies to
specialty kitchen appliances. There is even
a men’s barbershop in the back that sells
leather goods, memorabilia, and serves
whiskey for their clientele.
The bookstore also boast a café that serves
up coffee, tea, snacks, and a variety of
specialty drinks. The coffee is quite good and
they also serve a special type of Americano
that replaces the water typically found in an
Americano with suanmeitang, resulting in
an intense sour and sweet experience that
finishes very refreshingly on the tongue. It
is an intense experience, but an interesting
one for someone who thinks that they have
tried everything. This little café area is perfect
for sitting and browsing through your
purchases, or simply stopping for a rest after
browsing the shelves. Next to this is another
area that serves juice drinks and alcohol, so
no matter your preference or the time of
day, you can get what you want.
Fangsuo is also looking to offer up more
than just things to buy. They regularly host
programs and lectures by famous authors
and other experts that come and give talks
about their books or talk more generally
about the topics that they specialize in.
They get experts from many different fields,
including having a calligraphy expert from
Xi’an’s own Beilin Museum come to give
instructional lessons. Soon they will also
open up a small art gallery in which they will
display local art and have local artist come
to give talks.
There is so much to experience at Fangsuo
bookstore that it is best if you just go and
experience it for yourself. There is something
for everyone, so this is a great place to bring
your family or friends and spend a leisurely
afternoon.

If you get a chance to check this out, tell us
about your experience by messaging us through
our official WeChat account, or by emailing us
at editor@xianease.com. Enjoy!

www.xianease.com

43

Community

Superstitions
Article by Matt Green

E

very culture has its superstitions,
or 迷信 (MiXin). As Englishman,
I can’t walk under ladders, cross
knives, or say ‘Bloody Mary’ in the mirror
three times in a row (literally daren’t).
With the onset of Halloween, I see no
reason why we shouldn’t discuss ways
in which we may avoid tempting fate, or
worse dishonour our hosts, while here in
China.
Having spent several years here, and
having been far too talkative, I’ve been
fortunate enough to extend the gamut
of mini rituals that I have. Even though I
see myself as a man of science, the little
stories told to me as a child have been
deep set in my daily life. Embarrassingly,
I still do a lot of them, such as touching
wood when something foreshadowing
is mentioned, avoiding three manhole
covers that are together, and throwing
salt over my shoulder. Most people who
don’t see themselves as superstitious
even have little things that are just
engraved in their culture, such as not
walking under ladders or opening an
umbrella inside. Most of these are tied
to the past, where we didn’t scientifically
get as much as we do nowadays – like
putting new shoes on a table- when it
wasn’t understood that our shoes carry
bacteria and other undesirable things
which don’t mix with food.

In China, some of the links are harder
to see, or at least are less well known.
Quite a few of the superstitions pertain
to chopsticks, with the most famous one
being that you should not stick them
upright in your rice. As most know, this
faux pas is a symbol of death, resembling
the incense used at funerals. Another
one, which not many people do know,
is that dropping chopsticks is a sign of
bad luck which, I’m told, can be solved
by hitting yourself (gently) three times. A
final cutlery superstition is the meeting of
an even pair of chopsticks at your table,
which could indicate that you will miss
your next plane or whichever mode of
public transport you use. Maybe these
exist in order to create better manners
for the eaters and the hosts it’s hard to
tell.

buildings of older design, and avoided
when choosing a new phone number.

As I’m sure you know, the red decorations
at the door are there to ward off the bad
luck for the year - or warding off the nian
monster - but the house superstitions
do not end there. If you were unlucky
enough - or lucky enough, however you
want to look at it - to have a bee in your
house, it would bring good luck as long
as it’s not killed – similar to ladybirds.
This kind of reminds me of what people
say when a bird poops on you. In the
UK, people say that it’s good luck, yet
you’re covered in bird faeces. So lucky.
Having said that I’d rather have the
bee in my house. Anyway, back to the
household superstitions. Ever seen the
dried bundle of leaves stuck to the door
of your neighbour? It’s a method to avert
Choosing a number plate, house, or new ghosts or bad luck (two of the same I’m
phone number in China is also a trouble told). Of course this subject must include
as the list of luck and unlucky numbers Feng shui, which is a massive topic on its
are vast. The luckiest number is 8. Eight own, yet the key to it all is that your door
is seen as wealth as the pronunciation shouldn’t face north.
of 八 (ba) and 发 (fa) are similar but it
was actually the number for wholeness So during this spookily festive period,
in Taoist culture. We’ve all heard don’t forget to avoid those black cats,
stories of millions of yuan spent on the avoid passing others on stairs, and don’t
numberplate something-A8888888. The drop your chopsticks. Or, to counter
major unlucky number 4, as most know. the ill effects of your terrible lifestyle,
wear red, say eight a lot, and hang that
四 has the exact same pronunciation horseshoe over your door.
as death, hence it is sparsely used in

Matt Green is a super superstitious man of science and writer for XIANEASE.

44

xianease

Inktober Xi’an
Inktober is an annual international event originally started by artist Jake Parker in 2009 as a challenge to encourage himself and
others to improve their inking skills and develop a positive habit of drawing every day. This year, XIANEASE will be joining in this
challenge and would like to encourage you, our readers, to join in as well.

The rules are simple:
1. Make a drawing in ink centered around your interpretation of that days topic.
2. Post the drawing, either via WeChat or other social media platforms.
3. Tag the post with #inktober, #inktober2020, or #inktoberxian.
4. Send us a photo of the drawing via our official account (QR code below)
5. Repeat
Each day in October, we will be posting submissions from our readers on our official account. We will also be granting free
passes to our Halloween Pub Crawl to all those who make a submission every day in October. So flex those creative muscles and
get drawing.

XIANEASE WeChat
www.xianease.com
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Xi’an Scene

InterContinental Xi’an North Event@ Children’s Village

www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com
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Xi’an Scene

Comedy Club with Evan Danger
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Comedy Club Open Mic

www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com
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Xi’an Scene

Kiwi Picking
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Nightlife - Entertainment / Cafes

We have lots more listings online. Either use your smart phone and scan the QR code
or go to www.xianease.com/xianguide to check them all out!!!

Entertainment ·

K14 #159, Xingqing Nan Lu

Bars

Phone: (029) 8813 1234

·

TipsyCeram(china) Bar
陶瓷鸡尾酒体验中心
H15 East Gate of Provincial
Stadium,Changan North Road

碑林区兴庆南路159号

Restaurants

Brewery
仙麦鲜酿啤酒
I17 #9 Yannan 1 Lu, Man Di Guang
Chang Xi Ce

长安北路省体育场东门

雁南一路9号曼蒂广场西侧

·MC麦坊酒廊

Sculpting in Time
雕刻时光

E15 #19, Laodong Nan Lu.

H18 NO.41,Shida Road,Yanta District

西安市劳动南路19号
(劳动南路与高新路十字东北角)

雁塔区师大路41号2楼 (外国语
大学正门往东100米)

Phone: (029) 8955 7872
Hours: 10:00pm - Midnight

·

The Belgian Bar
杰诺比利时酒吧
H13 #69 Shun Cheng Nan
Lu (East Side Inside The South Gate)
南门里顺城南路69号

Phone: (029) 8541 6130
133-8923-4779
Hours: 11:00am - 6:00pm Coffee
6:00pm - 2:00am Wine&Whisky
MC Whiskey & Cocktail Bar

Red Chairman
朱雀门精酿
C18 East of Wanda One,
Keji 7 Road and Gaoxin Road
Intersection, Gaoxin District.

Dongxin Jie

·

高新区科技七路与高新路交汇
处 万达ONE东侧

Phone: 173-8918-4652
Hours: 5:00pm - 1:00am

Phone: (029) 8522 8182

Western

·

Koi Bar
锦䲞酒吧

·

Spacious and comfortable cafe

Phone: 132-0183-6996
Hours: 8:00pm - 2:00am

Phone: (029) 8726 4019
Hours: 12noon - 2:00am

Cafes

I12 People’s Grand Xian, No.319,
西安人民大厦索菲特酒店

·

Isola del Nord Italian
Restaurant
Isola del Nord
意大利餐厅

Phone: (029) 8792 7678
(029) 8792 8888-4677
Hours: 6:30pm - 2:30am

Isola del Nord is one of those places that
once you set foot in you realize that you
are in for a good meal.

Ktv

西安市西华门凯爱大厦11层

·

Fantasy KTV
真爱范特西KTV

H12 11F, K.I.Tower, 1 Xihuamen
Phone: (029) 8720 1501/1502
Hours: 11:30am - 3:00pm (L.O. 2:00pm)
5:30pm - 10:00pm (L.O. 9:15pm)

·H11

Burger King 汉堡王
B1, Exit C, Bei Da Jie Stop,
Subway Line 2

地铁二号线北大街站C出口
B1层

曲江新区芙蓉南路芙蓉新天地1
号楼负一层

Phone: (029) 8983 2611
Hours: 9:00am - 11:00pm

B19 1st Floor Greenland Bin Fen Hui
Mall, Jinye Road

高新区丈八二路与锦业路十字
东北角

Phone: (029) 8115 1281
Hours: 8:00am - 10:00pm

M17 No.61 LG, QuJiang Creative
Circle, YanXiang Road, Qujiang
District

曲江新区雁翔路3369号曲江创
意谷LG-61号

Phone: (029) 8550 4064
Hours: 8:00am - 11:00pm

·C15

MCGL

Northwest Corner, Block B,
Building 7, Hi-Tech Glorious Plaza.
高新大都荟7号楼B座1层西
北角

Phone: (029) 8421 8928
181-9103-5321
Hours: 11:00am - 2:00am

·C15

Localand·霁在游牧料理
2F, D29, Glorious Plaza, No.305,
Keji Road,Gaoxin District.
高新区科技路305号西安大都
荟D29二层

Phone: (029) 8864 7578
Hours: 5:30pm - 9:30pm

·

Phone:(029) 8738 8321
Hours: 8:00am - 10:00pm

Hacker - PschorrBrauhaus
德国赫佰仕啤酒坊

莲 Lotus
North of Starbucks, South Gate
of Tang Paradise, Qujiang District

西安高新区高新四路16号

·J17

C15 No. 16 Gaoxin 4 Lu,
Gaoxin District

曲江大唐芙蓉园南门星巴克
北侧

Phone: (029) 6568 2399
Hours: 11:30am - Midnight
www.hacker-pschorr-brauhaus.com

·

DÚO Spanish Authentic
Cuisine
DÚO 西班牙主题餐厅
J18 No. 1666 Qujiangchi Xi Lu, Qu
Jiang New District

Phone: (029) 8966 0066
Hours: 11:00am - Midnight
Leban 乐班

C19 NO.4 Tangyan Nan Lu, Hightech Zone.
唐延南路4号 绿地笔克国际会
展中心 乐班餐厅

Phone: (029) 6861 1082
Hours: 8:00am - 11:00pm

H14 G/F Block B, Chang’an

Metropolis center, No.88 Nanguan
Zheng Street Beilin District

碑林区南关正街88号长安国际
广场B座G层

Phone: (029) 8765 1617
Hours: 9:00am - 11:00pm
www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com

I11 B1, No.1 Building, Jinying Plaza,
Furong South Road, Qujiang District
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·

曲江新区曲江池西路1666号

Phone: (029) 6821 6666 / 6825
Hours: 11:30am - 2:00pm
5:30pm - 10:00pm

·

Dolce Vita
罗马假日意大利餐厅

I12 319 Dongxin Jie
西安市东新街319号
Phone: (029) 8792 8888 Ext. 4018
Hours: 11:30am - 2:30pm (Lunch)
5:30pm - 10:00pm (Dinner)
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Restaurants / Shopping

INDIA

·

Amber Palace Asian
Indian Fusion Xi’an
琥珀宫亚洲餐厅
I17 No. 9 Yannan 1st Road, Mandy
Palaza, South of Big Wild Goose
Pagoda, Yanta District Xi’an city
雁塔区雁南一路9号曼蒂广场(
毗邻大雁塔南广场)

Phone: (029) 8120 5768
187 0290 1786

·

Amber Bites ( Xi’an )
琥珀宫
H16 No. 86 Chang’an Zhong Lu
kaimi Plaza, Near: Saga Shopping
Mall, yanta district
雁塔区长安中路86号开米广
场二层

Phone: (029) 8154 2800

·

REDFORT- Indian Cultural
Restaurant 红堡
D14 Indian Pavilion, Silk street 118
Laodong Road, Tangwest Market
西安市大唐西市劳动南路118
号丝绸之路风情街印度区

Phone: (029) 8411 3559
187 0290 1786

Pizza

·

L’acquolina in bocca
阿果里呐

D18 #5 Taibai Nan Lu, Zi Wei Shang

Ceng, 2nd, east building, shop
no.20107

高新区太白南路5号紫薇尚层东
2号楼20107

Phone: (029) 8889 4573
Hours: 11:00am - 8:00pm (Sunday off)

Japanese

Hours: 11:00am - 9:00pm

·B8

Localand·霁在自在面食
2F, D29, Glorious Plaza, No.305,
Keji Road, Gaoxin District.
高新区科技路305号西安大都
荟D29栋2层

Phone: (029) 8864 7625
Hours: 11:00am - 9:30pm

Thai Food

·K19

Its Thai 悦泰
2F, Block A, Wan Zhong
International, Qu Jiang Chi South
Road.

曲江池南路万众国际A座二层

Phone: (029) 8120 7227
Hours: 11:00am - 2:00pm
5:30am - 10:00pm

Vegetarian

·

Tianlong Vegetarian
天龙宝严素食馆
G10 #1 Yanta Xi Lu
雁塔西路1号

Phone: (029) 8526 6880
Hours: 11:00am - 9:00pm

Hotpot

·H10

Hai Di Lao 海底捞
#11, South of Yanta Lu

雁塔路南段11号

Phone: (029) 8553 6971
Hours: 10:30am - 3:00am
B8 3F, Gao Ke Buliding, #1 Gaoxin
4 Lu
高新四路1号高科广场3楼

Phone: (029) 8836 1337
Hours: 10:30am - 3:00am

·

dessert

西安人民大厦索菲特酒店东楼

Godiva 歌帝梵
1F, Block A, Ginwa, No.336, East
of Huan Cheng South Road.

Koi 锦䲞日本料理
I17 East Building, Sofitel Xi’an,
No.319, Dongxin Street
Phone: (029) 8792 7680
Hours: 11:30am - 2:00pm
5:30pm - 10:00pm

·F7

环城南路东段336号世纪金花A
座1层G1区

Korean

Phone: (029) 8935 8615
Hours: 10:00am - 10:00pm

Tudari 土大力
G13 2F, INTIME Shopping Mall, #48
Xida Jie

Shopping

·

西大街48号银泰广场2楼

Phone: (029) 8727 1264
Hours: 11:00am - 11:00pm

Chinese

·H13

醉长安
#56, Shu Yuan Gate.

书院门56号

Phone: (029) 8728 1828
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Metro 麦德龙超市

to the TV Tower

长安南路86号，临近电视塔

Shopping Centers

Sporting Goods

·

DECATHLON
迪卡侬 (南二环店)

D9 Opposite of Xidian University
North Gate,Tai Bai lu Kou, South 2rd
Ring Road.
南二环太白路口(西安电子科技
大学北门对面)

Phone: (029) 6282 6888

·

Ginwa Shopping Center
世纪金花购物中心

·

Five Ring Outlets
五环工厂店

F6 #1 Xida Jie next to the Bell Tower

C9 #18 Gaoxin Lu

西大街1号钟鼓楼广场

高新路18号

Phone: (029) 8763 1708

J7 South of Er Huan Dong Lu

C9 #55 Keji Road

东二环与咸宁西路交叉十字

科技路55号
Phone: (029) 6296 1099
Hours: 10:00am - 10:00pm

Health Good

·

Ren He Tea Market
人和茶叶市场
#101 Changle Zhong Road
长乐中路101号

Ole’ 精品超市
F7 B1, Wang Fu Jiang Bai Huo, #88,
Nan Guan Zheng Jie.
南关正街88号王府井百货B1层
Phone: (029) 8765 1821

·

F12 #86 Chan’ an Road, 50 meters

Tea Markets

Foreign Goods

·

Western Supermarket located next to
the TV tower in the South of Xi’an. This
is one of the best places in Xi’an to
purchase imported food such as cheese,
beer, wine, meats and those hard to find
ingredients.

Clothing Markets

·

Bai Hui Market
百汇市场
F9 Bai Hui Market, Chang’an Lu
长安中路 百汇市场
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·

Lao Bai Xing Medicine Store
老百姓大药房
F5 Bei Da Jie Intersection
北大街十字

Phone: (029) 8721 1888

Appliance Center

·

Suning Home Appliance
苏宁电器
F5 #23 Lianhu Lu
莲湖路23号

Phone: (029) 8731 9196
Hours: 9:30am - 7:00pm

xianease
xianease

Shopping / Health

Furniture Market

Hotels

IKEA
宜家家居
Southeast Corner of San Qiao
Overpass,San Qiao Xin Jie.

The Ritz-Carlton,
Xi’an
西安丽思卡尔顿酒店
C15 No.50, Keji 2 Road,Gaoxin
District, Xi’an Shaanxi, China.

·

三桥新街三桥立交东南角

Phone: 400-800-2345

·

Da Ming Gong Furniture
Center
大明宫建材家具城
J18 #180 Tai Hua Bei Road
太华北路180号

Phone: (029) 8811 6666
Hours: 9:30am - 6:00pm

Antique Markets

·

Ba Xian An Antique Market
八仙庵古玩市场
J12 Ba Xian An, An Ren Fang, Bei
Lin District
新城区安仁坊八仙庵

·

Shu Yuan Gate
书院门
H13 Shu Yuan Gate Inside South Gate

·

西安市雁塔区科技二路50号

Phone: (029) 8881 8888

·

Grand Hyatt Xi’an
西安君悅酒店
B19 No.12 Jinye Road, High Tech
Zone, Xi’an, Shaanxi 710077, P.R.C.
陕西省西安市高新区锦业路
12号

Phone: (029) 8811 1234
Web: www.hyatt.com/zh-CN/hotel/
china/grand-hyatt-xian/xiygh

·

曲江新区芙蓉南路1号芙蓉新
天地

Phone: (029) 8955 8183

·

Bell Tower Book Store
钟楼新华书店
H13 #337 East Avenue
东大街377号
Phone: (029) 8721 6194

Plant Market

·

Yanta Flower Market
小雁塔苗圃市场
G15 Zhuque Avenue
朱雀大街西安体育学院后门对面

·

Phone: (029) 6879 8888
Web: lemeridien.com/xianchanba

·

TianYu Fields
International Hotel
天宇菲尔德国际大酒店
J12 No.239, Sheng Zhou 3
Road, Aerospace Economic and
Technological Development Zone
西安市航天经济技术开发区神
舟三路239号

Phone: (029) 8925 6666
Web: www.fields-hotel.com

·

InterContinental
Xi’an North
西安经开洲际酒店
H4 No.120 Fengcheng 8th Road,
Jingkai District, Xi’an
西安市经开区凤城八路120号

Phone: (029) 8723 8888
Web: InterContinetal.com

Hilton Xi’an High-tech Zone
西安高新希尔顿酒店
C16 22 Feng Hui South Road, Gao
Xin District, Xi’an

Providing top quality equipment, with
international standards of management.

The Fairway Place, Xi’an Marriott Executive
Apartments
西安万豪行政公寓
C15 No.16 Gaoxin 4 Lu, Gaoxin District

Phone: (029) 8823 6688

·

Citadines
西安馨乐庭服务公寓
Citadines Gaoxin Xi’an
西安中建馨乐庭高新服务公寓

B14 No.200 Tuanjie South Road,
Yanta Distirct.

西安馨乐庭兴庆宫服务公寓

西安市高新区沣惠南路22号

高新路3号

Phone: (029) 6821 6666
Book on line at granmelia.cn

Le Méridien Xi’an, Chanba Is Set To Spark
Creativity And Discovery For Creative and
Curious -Minded Travellers

Megafit Fitness Center
美格菲

E15 #3 Gao Xin Lu

Jiang New District, Xi’an

Citadines Xingqing Palace Xi’an

Health & Fitness ·
Gym

Phone: (029) 6821 6636

J18 No.1666 Qujiang West Road, Qu

Phone: (029) 6800 8899

Book Shop
Qu Jiang Book Store
曲江书城
J18 Fu Rong Xin Tian Di, #1,Fu Rong
South Road, Qu Jiang New District.

The First Spanish Hotel in Xian.

西安市雁塔区团结南路200号

中国西安浐灞生态区欧亚大道
西段6号

Phone: (029) 6858 8888

·

K14 #159 Xingqing Lu, Beilin District
西安市碑林区兴庆路159号

Phone: (029) 8338 0588

·

Crowne Plaza Xi’an
西安皇冠假日酒店
G15 No.1, Zhu Que Zhong Road,
Beilin District.
西安市碑林区朱雀中路1号

曲江新区曲江池西路1666号

·

Real Love Spa
真爱年华洗浴广场
G15 #38, Middle of Zhuque Da Jie
朱雀大街中段38号

Phone: (029) 6821 6636

Education
Language Study

·

Faithful Language School
信德国际培训中心
A place where your language dreams
come true.
We offer you: Professional teachers who
suit your learning style; Effective teaching
methods that are customized to your
needs. A relaxed learning atmosphere
and flexible study times; Understanding
Chinese Culture through diverse activities;
Year round language student visa and
English teacher visa; and Continued
Helpfulness that will make your daily
life simpler.

H19 No.2, Zhangba Dong Lu, Yanta
District

Phone: (029) 8866 9289
www.crowneplaza.com

雁塔区丈八东路2号

W XIAN
西安W酒店
K19 333 Qujiang Chi East Road,
Qujiang New District / Xi’an, Shaanxi
710061, P.R. China

International
Schools

·

中国陕西省西安市曲江新区曲
江池东路333号

Phone: (029) 8966 9999
Web: whotels.com/xian

·I12

People’s Grand Xian
319 Dongxin Jie
西安市东新街319号
Phone: (029) 8792 8888

·

The Westin Xian
西安威斯汀酒店
I18 No.66 Ci’en Road Yanta District
Xi’an.
曲江新区慈恩路66号

Phone: (029) 6568 6568

·

Novotel Xian SCPG
西安印力诺富特酒店
It’s a lot better at Novotel!

H9 33 Weiyang Road, Xi’an.
西安市未央路33号

Phone: (029) 8626 8888

西安市高新区高新四路16号
www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com

·J18

·

Gran Meliá Xian
西安盛美利亚酒店

Le Meridien Xi’an
Chanba
西安浐灞艾美酒店

南门里书院门

Spas
YHI SPA 怡水疗
No. 1666 Qujiangchi Xi Lu,
Qujiang New District

曲江新区曲江池西路1666号

N4 6 West Section, Euro-Asia Avenue,
Chanba Ecological District, Xi’an
710021, China

·

Phone: (029) 6866 9999
Web: www.meaxian.com
www.cn.meaxian.com（中文）
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Phone: (029) 8545 7678
Web: www.faithchina.com

·

Xi’an Liangjiatan
International School
西安梁家滩国际学校
XLIS delivers international education
through IB/AP programms for students
from 3 years old to 18 years old.

Liangjiatan International School,
international community, Xi’an
西安市国际社区梁家滩国际
学校

Email: pr@xalis.com
Web: www.xalis.com

·

Xi’an Hanova International
School
西安汉诺威国际学校
Hanova International School, 188
Yudou Lu, Yanta District, Xi’an
雁塔区鱼斗路188号

Office Phone: (029) 8869 3780
Email: amy.hou@his-xian.com
Web: www.his-xian.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
Hanovalntl

·

Xi’an International School
西安国际学校
No. 88 Yudou Lu, Yanta District
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Education / Medical / Services
雁塔区鱼斗路188号

中心8层

Phone: (029) 8533 5014
www.xianinternationalschool.com
For more information contact:
reception@xianinternationalschool.
com or call (029) 8533 5014

Clinic Hour: 9:00am-6:00pm ( Mon.
–Sat.)
Appointment Tel: (029) 8111 2673
24h Emergency Tel: 173 9175 7290
Email: xian@globaldoctor.com.cn

Medical
Dentists

·

U-Dental
优德口腔
C14 Southwest Corner of Hui Feng
South Road and Da Zhai Road
Intersection, Yanta District.
雁塔区沣惠南路与大寨路十字
西南角（地铁3号线延平门站D1
口向北600米）

Phone: (029) 8889 9111

·

Lianbang Dental Hospital
联邦口腔
J11 9F, Chao Yang Xin
Shi Jie, Outside Chao Yang Gate (Exit
A, Chao Yang Men Stop, Subway
line1)
朝阳门外东北角朝阳新世界9层

Phone: (029) 8360 0666
I12 Apartment 2, Wanda Square,
Jiefang Lu.
解放路万达广场2号公寓

Phone: (029) 8738 3568
(029) 8728 8109
E-mail:1154021996@qq.com
Web: www.kqbj.cn

·

Gao Xin Jiangxin Dental Clinic
高新江欣口腔
D15 100 meters north of
intersection of Gaoxin Lu and Keji Lu
高新路科技路十字北100米路东

Phone: 186-2928-2797

·

Gao Xin Wenxin Dental Clinic
高新文信口腔
C19 North west corner
of Taibai Lu & Zhangba Dong Lu.
太白路丈八东路十字西北角

Phone: 181-8918-9868

Hosptials

·

Qujiang Obstetrics
& Gynecology Hospital
西安曲江妇产医院
K16 No.25, Xiying Road, Qujiang
New District
曲江新区西影路25号

Phone: (029) 8538 3838

·

Xi’an Gaoxin Hospital
西安高新医院
A9 #16 Tuanjie Nan Lu, Gaoxin
District
高新区团结南路16号

Phone: (029) 8833 0116
Web: www.gxyy.net

·

Shaanxi Traditional Chinese
Medicine Hospital
陕西中医医院

F6 #2 Xi Hua Men, Bei Da Jie
莲湖区北大街西华门

Phone: (029) 8721 3310

Expat Services

·

Xi’an Association
of Enteprises with
Foreign Investment
西安外商企业投资协会
西安市碑林区和平路118号 和
平银座 507室

Room507,He Ping Yin Zuo,No.118,He
Ping Road,Beilin District,Xi’an.
Phone: (029) 8785 5217
(029) 8786 1619

·

Asiana Airlines
韩亚航空西安办事处
C15 Room2706, Building C,
GLORIOUS BLOCK (Gao xin da du
hui), Keji Road,Xi’An
科技路高新大都荟C座1单元
2706号

Phone: (029) 8458 5208

·J11

Lianbang Yoga
9F, Chang Yang Xin Shi Jie,
Outside Chao Yang Gate (Exit A, Chao
Yang Men Stop, Subway line1)
朝阳门外东北角朝阳新世界9层

Phone: (029) 8360 0666

·

Fairy Waxing Workshop
爱·指尖
G4 3F, Han Shen Shopping
Mall, Feng Cheng 7
Road and Wen Jing Road
Intersection, Wei Yang
District.
未央区凤城七路与文景
路十字汉神购物广场三楼南区

Phone: 187-1070-2382

·

Global Doctor
环球医生

A13 8F, Yongli International Financial
Center, JinYe 1st Road, Hi-tech Zone
高新区锦业一路永利国际金融
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xianease
xianease

www.xianease.com
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