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Greetings Everyone!

XIANEASE

S

pring has arrived and the cold weather of the past few month
should be behind us. In the brief sliver of time that Xi’an calls spring
have always been a favorite, as it offers a respite from the cold of
winter and the heat of summer. Flowers are in bloom, greenery pops up
everywhere, and it’s still cool enough to enjoy being outside.

Web, Print, Events, and More

So for this issue of XIANEASE magazine, we decided to explore some of the
various things that make Xi’an Springs great, including a slew of outdoor
activities to help you take advantage of the season. We’ve listed up five
of the largest parks in Xi’an for you to enjoy in this month’s Top 5. In our
feature article, Francis and Jin have written about some of the unique sights
that you can see in the countryside in Rural Murals. Lionel explores the
phenomenon known as Hanfu, where people dress in traditional clothing,
something you can expect to see a lot of this spring. We’ve also got a guide
for the most unique local foods that you can eat in spring in our Spring Eating
Guide by Martin. We’ve also got a collection of spring macro photos from
Patrick for you to enjoy.
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We’ve also got looks at two local groups that are currently growing. One,
VivaXian, is planning their next big event and have started to produce videos
introducing Xi’an to the world. We also have an in-depth piece on the Anime
Club and how you can get involved. We’ve also got a recipe from Mesh and
some delicious cocktails from Jason, so check them out.
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We also have our usual complement of restaurant, bar and coffee shop
reviews so that you can try some of the new places around town. If you have
any feedback about what we’re doing, we’d love to hear it. You can talk to us
via our official account on WeChat (QR code below) or via email at editor@
xianease.com. And don’t forget to get out there, and discover your Xi’an!
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Food & Drink

Ban’s Bistro
米屋肉库餐厅
Article By Jin and Francis

2F, Yang Guang Tian Di, Bo Shi Road.
博士路阳光天地步行街2楼

(029) 8112 0015
11:30am - 9:30pm

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

100RMB

W

hen we arrived late at the
YGTD Shopping Mall on a
Monday evening, almost
every table was full at Ban’s Bistro. Waiters
and waitresses were rushing everywhere
to deliver food. Each table features fiery
tableside grills, which staff were furiously
flipping meat, sending flames and crackles
of sizzling fat flying through the air.

Quality
4.5

Time

5

5

1

5

Service

Uniqueness

4.5

Environment

Jin and Francis are both teachers in Xi’an
and we love exploring food. They can be
contacted at jin@xianease.com and
francis@xianease.com
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Only one problem: we were HANGRY. We
thought it would take forever to get food.
However, instead of waiting forever, we only
waited for about two minutes before we
were seated. One thing to note: when you
visit this location, you will definitely want
to order meat – after all, this restaurant
calls itself the rouku, literally translated as
something like “meat depot.”
After placing our orders, it only took another
two minutes until our meat sampler arrived:
beef and pork cuts with mushrooms, bean
sprouts, and onions. The beef was flavorful,
and the pork belly strips, a fatty cut, crispified and caramelized on the grill in a way
that can only be described as divine. The
chef even added flair AND flare to the
cooking – squeezing the pork fat from the

meat to shoot a ball of fire into the exhaust
pipe above the grill. Because it is Koreanstyle BBQ, you also get fresh lettuce leaves,
garlic, pepper slices, fermented bean paste,
and a spicy seasoning to eat with your meat.
Even if it didn’t end up being a substantial
part of our meal, it at least made us feel
healthier.
Meanwhile, we had a “Milkis” a kind of
sweet milk/yoghurt drink, as well as a
Corona, both of which were served cold (we
only do beer cold, thank you). Our next food
options were the trash can pizza (lajitong
pisa 垃圾桶披萨), a cheese quesadilla (the
staff refused to acknowledge this creation
was of Mexican origin, but that is neither
here nor there) with honey on the side
(which was quite a tasty combination), and
beef tacos. We want to take a moment to
acknowledge that these tacos are everything
you would expect from a taco – a hard shell
with some salsa, cheese, and beef stuffed
into them and topped with cilantro sprinkled
on top. Except the beef is marinated in a
sweet Korean style. This appears to be a
theme at the restaurant – combinations of
flavors in foods that are traditionally sweet,
spicy, or salty.

xianease

The staff also recommended we try their “small” fried chicken salad,
which was BIG. The fried chicken was the highlight – crispy on the
outside and juicy and flavorful on the inside. We suppose this kind
of a dish is for those who can’t make up their mind about whether
they want to be healthy or not. Well, for those indecisive people,
it’s perfect.
To cap it all off, we had a slice of strawberry cake and a bowl of
shaved ice topped with bean powder and stuffed rice cake. The
strawberries were fresh, sweet, and without a doubt the highlight
of dessert. The shaved ice is a massive portion of the type known as
“snow” ice which is made with milk and has its own flavor (and also
doesn’t melt as quickly!). In fact, just about every food item at this
restaurant is a massive portion: prepare your stomachs in advance.
As an American, Francis felt right at home.
Note - if you are taking the subway, be prepared to call a cab or
otherwise walk/bike/bus about 2 kilometers, since the mall is a bit far
from a station. Finally, this is a great deal of a restaurant. The meat,
as well as other dishes not only taste better than other aspiring
“Korean BBQ” restaurants, but are also a better value. Overall, we
enthusiastically recommend (and we will be back!).

If you give this a try, let us know about your experience by messaging
us at reviews@xianease.com.
www.xianease.com
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Xiao Mei Ge and Xiao Ding Jiu Bao
小梅鸽香港餐厅·小鼎玖煲
Article By Fanwu

5F, Lecity, Li Feng Cheng,Zhang Ba
East Road.
丈八东路立丰城Lecity 5层

(029) 8610 9292
11:00am - 2:30pm
5:00pm - 9:00am

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

100RMB

L

ocated on the 5th floor of the mall,
LECITY, this restaurant isn’t at all
difficult to locate, though access to
public transport might be an issue for those
who do not reside in the area. However,
there will soon be a subway station opening
nearby.

Quality
4.8

Time

5

5

1

4.5

Service

Uniqueness

5

Environment

Fan was born in Xi’an and grew up in
Canada; he specializes in translation and
simultaneous interpretation.
You can contact him at
fanwu@xianease.com
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The mall houses a number of restaurants,
some of which are well-known chains,
but even so the Halal dim sum restaurant
stays quite competitive. I arrived at the
restaurant at 5:25 PM on a Saturday, which
is just before the regular dinnertime of local
residents, and the restaurant already had
quite a number of customers. However, as
the restaurant has a capacity of almost 300,
there was still plenty of space to sit.

in Xi’an. The restaurant is in fact a two-forone deal; Xiao Mei Ge is the name for the
Cantonese half of the restaurant, specializing
in dim sum, while Xiao Ding Jiu Bao is the
name for the Hunan half, specializing in
spicy foods. The restaurant’s furnishing and
decorations are also separated into two
halves, each with its distinct regional flavor.
The seats and stalls are comfortable,
arranged to have some distance between
one another; in Yang’s words, “this
restaurant serves to provide people a chance
to slow down and smell the flowers; enjoy
good food from two cuisines, a cup of our
finest white tea, and read one of the many
books we have on our shelves.”

After the wait staff informed the manager
of my arrival, the manager, Yang, came out
to greet me. A lean man with fair skin and
hazel eyes made me suspect that he’s Hui
Muslim. He first introduced himself and the
restaurant. He is indeed Hui, born and raised
in Urumqi, and came to Xi’an to operate this
restaurant not long ago.

Indeed, the tea and table ware have all been
ordered from outside Xi’an; the kitchen staff
are also mostly from their respective origins
for the cuisine; head chef of the Cantonese
half is from Hong Kong, and head chef of
the Hunan half is from Hunan. There was
a lot of waitstaff, and they were of all ages
and genders. Overall, the waitstaff had a
good level of training and professionalism.

As for the restaurant, first and foremost, it is
the first and only Halal restaurant of its kind

Food came to me at the expected time. After
all, with an open kitchen, the customers

xianease

could easily see if their food is being prepared if they so choose.
Mr. Yang provided me with some of the signature dishes, including
grilled pigeon (siu laap style I believe), shrimp dumplings (har gao),
Urumqi sweet pepper fried with beef, beef rice noodles (ho fan),
chicken fungus soup, and a couple of other dishes that I was unable
to name.
I first took a bite of the pigeon, as it was something I have never
tried before. The skin was fried to a crisp, but the meat was juicy and
tender, with just the right amount of seasoning. It had a surprisingly
ample amount of meat for such a small bird, and despite having a
lot of white meat, there was not a single dry or flavorless bite.
I then picked up what seemed like shrimp wrapped in a sausage;
I have had it many times before but never remembered the name
of this dish. Either way, it came with two dips; one sesame sauce,
one soy sauce with other ingredients mixed in. I dipped one end in
the sesame sauce and it tasted exactly as one would expect: sesame
sauce taste. The soy sauce was surprisingly refreshing, as the liquid
seeped into the “sausage” and gave the food an extra flavor.
Shrimp dumplings typically require quite a bit of pork in normal
Cantonese cuisine; this being a Halal restaurant used no pork,
but somehow, the chef was able to imitate the flavor perfectly. I
wouldn’t be able to tell the difference between this dumpling and
one with pork if both were given to me. “It took us countless trials
to perfect the recipe”, as Yang stated.
What surprised me the most was the pepper from Urumqi. Due
to the amount of sunlight the area receives, the peppers have a
www.xianease.com

strong sweet taste to them, and were not spicy at all. With what I
believe is a bit of pickling, the peppers had a slight sour taste along
with sweetness, which complimented the beef exceptionally well.
Of course, the beef was tender and thinly sliced to give maximum
taste as well.
The icing on the cake was the soup. It looked different even at first
glance, having a large variety of fungi, most of which I couldn’t
name. Nonetheless, they were chewy and some tasted herb-like.
The soup felt like a normal chicken mushroom soup with a massive
boost to the number of tastes, maximizing the umami richness.
By the time I was done, Yang and several wait staff said goodbye and
guided me to the exit of the mall. Xi’an, despite having almost 100
thousand local Muslims, no one has thought to open an authentic
Halal restaurant with cuisines from other parts of China. This
restaurant from Urumqi is to me, a beacon of innovation, creativity,
and hard work.
I also asked Mr. Yang about their English menus and services. The
menu had machine translation, which had a number of hilarious
mistakes, but each dish came with a picture so that was not a huge
problem. Some of the waitstaff also could speak English, as Yang
claimed, and should be able to handle basic communication in a
restaurant setting.

If you give this a try, let us know about your experience by messaging
us at reviews@xianease.com.
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Snug Room Bar
舒适空间
Article By James Morrow

1-1, West of Ti Yu Guan East Road..
体育馆东路西侧1-1号

180-9267-2006
7:00pm-2:00am

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

141RMB

I

t seems like everywhere you go these
days, new bars are popping up.
With most of the main commercial
areas already filled to the gills with chain
restaurants and other similar establishments,
the smaller boutique places have turned
to side alleys and back streets to open
up, creating tiny enclaves of unique and
interesting shops. One such place is Ti Yu
Guan Lu, located on a small street behind
the SKP at South Gate. Here a wide variety
of restaurants and tap rooms have opened
up, including its most recent addition, Snug
Room.

Quality
5

Time

5

5

1

4.5

Service

Uniqueness

4.5

Environment

James is currently living in Xi’an and
loving it, from the food to the people.
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Located directly on the southwest corner
of the intersection, Snug Room has a tight,
almost bunker-like appearance from the
outside, with a few tables sitting outside
in the evening. Stepping inside, you are
immediately greeted by a prominent bar,
with plenty of seat around it, as well as
several high-top and low-top tables for you
to sit at. The windows are in a high small
row that looks out onto the street, which
gives the whole place a hidden feeling, as
you can see out but others would have a
hard time seeing in.
One look at the menu tells you that this is a
craft cocktail bar. You won’t find your typical
drinks on the menu, in fact each and every

cocktail is a custom creation, with handcrafted ingredients to boot, with each of
the ingredients listed in English and Chinese,
with further descriptions of each cocktail
written in Chinese below describing major
flavors and alcohol content. The back of the
menu is entirely in Chinese, mostly listing
bottles (primarily whiskey) and a few snacks
and such.
The manager informed us that this is
primarily a cocktail bar, and that is what they
were famous for. He had previously worked
in bars across China, even working for a
time in Hong Kong. Each of the specialty
items on the menu were infused, distilled, or
otherwise created by hand.
The first round was a drink called an Italian
Ice Cream and another called an Amber
Summer. The Italian Ice Cream was a
combination Absinthe, Grapefruit, Rock
Sugar, and Clarified Yogurt and came in a
rocks glass with a large cube of ice topped
with gold leaf. The Amber Summer, served
in a tulip glass, was a tart combination of
Chamomile-infused Amber Liquor, Distilled
White Oolong Tea, and an Apple Shrub,
an acidic solution made from combining
various vinegars and juices. The drinks were
light, flavorful, and gone too quickly.

xianease

The next round was another pair of drinks, a Barbeque Partner
and a Family Movie Theater. The Barbeque Partner included Shisoinfused sake, citrus, and soda that would indeed be perfect on a
hot day. The Family Movie Theater included White-Rabbit-infused
Mezcal and a buttered popcorn and marshmallow garnish;
The final round, for it was a work night, was a Black Tea Negroni
and an Oreo Old Fashioned. The Oreo Old Fashioned was frothy and
dark, containing chocolate bitters, Oreos, and Mitcher’s Whiskey.
The Black Tea Negroni was nice and bitter, not overly sweet like
some versions of the drink, with slight accents from the black tea.
Overall, this is a nice place to stop by for a drink or two when
you are in the area, especially if you are into trying unique flavor
combinations and creative cocktails. The menu seems to change
regularly, so it might be worthwhile to come every now and then to
see what they’ve got on offer. It’s guaranteed to be an experience.

If you give this a try, let us know about your experience by messaging
us at reviews@xianease.com.
www.xianease.com
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NICK MOTORS Coffee
尼克马达
Article By Stephen Robinson

No.23, De Fu Xiang.
德福巷23号

177-0290-7169
11:00am-8:00pm

Average Price
per Person
/人均消费:

30RMB

O

pened just six months ago at the
tail end of 2020, Nick Motors
Coffee is a small little café on Defu
Xiang, also known as Bar Street. Opened
by a group of friends with a passion for
motorcycles, this coffee shop is located right
next to the only motorcycle wash in the
downtown area. The owners opened the
shop so that they would have a place to sit,
relax, and have a cup of coffee while waiting
for their bikes to get cleaned.

Quality
4

Time

5

4.5

1

Uniqueness

4.5

5

Service

Environment

Stephen Robinson is the editor-in-chief
at xianease and would love to get your
thoughts on everything we are doing.
You can contact him at
stephen@xianease.com

12

The name of the shop was selected because
they thought that it sounded like the name
of an old school repair shop, so there’s no
actual person named Nick inside, but there
are a few seats and narrow tables to sit
down and have a coffee. The entire front
of the shop is made from glass, so you can
look out on the sleepy street and admire the
numerous motorcycles parked out front,
either waiting to be cleaned or having
just finished. There’s even a space inside
for motorcycles that are currently for sale,
currently being occupied by a 500k beauty
of a motorcycle.
The coffee selection is just what you’d
expect, with the typical range of espresso
based beverages like lattes, Americanos, and

the now ubiquitous ‘Dirty’ a shot of espresso
pulled over cream with cocoa powder
sprinkled on top. The coffee is a perfect pickme up for a nice day of wandering around
downtown. The espresso drinks are also
very affordable, all less than 30RMB. There
is some limited food at the shop, snacks
and other light items, but their availability is
dependent on supply.
Beside the coffee and occasional food, there
are also some portable coffee pouches
available in different sizes. The small
pouches are for individual servings, while
the larger pouches can serve several cups
of coffee. They are designed for people on
the go and are perfect for a rest stop while
cruising mountain trails on a bike. Each
pouch also features a specially designed
cover and instructions for use, so that you
get the best out of your coffee.
If you’re really into motorcycles, or you’re
just looking for a quick pit stop while
navigating the downtown area, then this is
a place to check out. They open daily from
11AM to 8PM, and will also be planning
some motorcycle related events in the near
future, so keep an eye open for their next
event.

xianease

If you give this a try, let us know about your experience by messaging
us at reviews@xianease.com.
www.xianease.com
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mes
madeby

Sumptuous
Spring Salad
Serves 4

Article by Oomesh Nana

A spring in my step and my kitchen has welcomed this seasonal splendor of vibrant color, bountiful blossoms
and the fragrant breath of gardens delight.
This salad is filling, robust and soul-satisfying. I’ve merely worked with what I had in my fridge but feel free to
add or omit to your hearts content.

INGREDIENTS
• 4 small cucumbers, cubed

• 2 cups halved cherry tomatoes

• 1 small punnet of sugar snap peas, blanched and halved
• 4 thin green onions, thinly sliced

• 1/2 cup toasted pine nuts

• 1 can chickpeas or lentils, drained and rinsed well

14

• 1 cup Danish feta

• Handful of kalamata olives

• Basil pesto, about 5 teaspoons

• 1 heaped teaspoon dried oregano
xianease

• Zest and juice of 1 large lemon
• 1/4 cup extra virgin olive oil
• Salt and freshly cracked black pepper,
to taste
Assemble the salad as I’ve listed it and give it a
gentle toss.
Serve with a warm baguette or feast as is.

About Mesh:
“My hands interpret my soul’s craving.”
~ Oomesh Nana
Born with a passion for food, Oomesh, also known as Mesh, is
a natural cook, teacher, inspirer and Chef. Mesh was inspired
into the world of culinary by family and close friends, and has
been playing, cooking, experimenting and creating from the
age of 12.
His passion for teaching, sharing and inspiring have led him
to become a world-class
instructor in the culinary field.
A true natural in any kitchen,
Mesh enchants people with
his simple, easy-to-cook and
fuss-free approach to food. A
strong believer in good quality,
fresh, local ingredients, Mesh
is always inspired to try
new and creative ways to
make food taste WOW – by
showcasing the ingredients in
their simplest and most basic
forms.

Born in East London, South Africa, Mesh has published 2 recipe books.
He is a qualified Chef and Graphic Designer and currently an English language teacher.
www.xianease.com

15

Food & Drink

3 Cocktails

For Spring
Article by Jason Rogers

Even if it’s too short to fully enjoy, spring time is here in
Xi’an. Have you seen the cherry blossoms? They are
magnificent. But whether I’m enjoy a meal al fresco, or
taking a boat ride with friends on a lake, I always find
myself asking the same question; how can cocktails
improve this experience? So once again, I am here to
provide you with some cocktails to help take your express
spring time to the next (boozy-filled) level. Yes that’s
correct. 3 cocktails perfect for light breezes, sunshine and
flowers blooming.

When I think of spring cocktails, 3 flavor profiles come to mind:

1. Bright and Light

2. Floral or Herbal

3. Fruity (think berries and melons, not tropical)
So now that we know what flavors to expect, let’s dive into the drinks.

htt
Ligh
and Lig
BBrig
htt and
righ
= Tom Collins

(So easy a 5 year old could make it. *Please DO NOT allow 5
year olds to make cocktails*)
The Tom Collins cocktail is a classic American drink that is easy
to make at home or order at a bar. Although the recipe has
evolved over years, from previously using Old Tom Gin and
lime to really any dry gin and lemon; the drink stands the test
of time as being so easy to sip as we slip right past spring into
just hot.

16

xianease

Recipe:
2oz/60ml of Gin (dealer’s choice but go for something flavorful, I like Botanist)
1oz/30ml of Lemon juice
Soda Water

.5oz/15ml Simple syrup (equal parts water and sugar)

In a Collins (wink wink) or tall glass and lemon juice, simple and gin. Add ice and give a little stir before topping the
drink with soda water. Garnish with a lemon peel or a fresh wheel and straw.
Want to 1 up your Collins: Try adding a floral syrup like rose, lavender, or elderflower to really drive home that
springtime taste. You can make a syrup by combining strong floral tea with equal amount of sugar or you can usually
buy them from Taobao or Metro.

Herbal
or Herbal
Floral
Floral or
= Whiskey Smash

(no, not a Mojito, that’s for summer)

Most people I talk to have never had this drink, even
fewer have heard of it. But I promise, it delivers like few
whiskey cocktails can in the spring, especially because it’s
a low fuss kind of drink (whoever invented it was lazy, I
can assure you). The drink is a crazy love child of a Mint
Julep and a Whiskey Sour. By combining elements of
both, the herbal freshness of mint with the sweet but
tangy flavor of whiskey and lemon, you get a drink that’s
hard not to enjoy. Picture yourself on a porch, in a rocking
chair admiring you flower garden. Yeah, it tastes like that.

Recipe:
2oz/60ml Bourbon/Rye/Jack Daniel’s
.75oz/20ml Simple Syrup
3 lemon wedges (the little triangles you
see at bars)

4-6 mint leaves (spearmint, if you got it)
In a shaker, first add the lemon wedges and muddle (crush to release juice and oils), then add the whiskey, syrup, and
mint leaves with ice. Cover and give a good shake to release the minty coolness, then pour or strain (if you hate bits
of mint in your drink) into a glass with ice and enjoy. Yes the glory of this drink is you don’t have to be an expert mint
muddler like you do with a Mojito.
Want to one up the drink: Add a teaspoon of fruit preserves like blackberry or strawberry and give it a shake together.
I promise you will be in heaven.
www.xianease.com
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Fr
ity
uity
Fru

= Spritz

(more than meets the eye with this drink)

Most of you are probably familiar with the Aperol Spritz,
the most famous version of this drink. It sweet and
slightly bitter with a nice amount of bubbles to really
liven the drink up. But the basic formula; sparkling wine,
soda and (bitter) liqueur, can easily be adapted to fit any
mood or season. This drink is also perfect for making
in a pitcher if you and your friends plan to waste the
day away getting a head start on that summer tan. To
amp up the springiness (that’s a word now), sub out the
slightly bitter Aperol for a fruity liqueur or fresh fruit juice.

Recipe:
3oz/90ml Sparkling Wine
2oz/60ml Liqueur/Juice (try Creme de
Mure, Watermelon juice, lychee, etc.)

About The Author:

1oz/30ml Soda water

Jason Rogers, a former bartender and liquor sales consultant
from the US. His passion for creativity and hospitality are
perfectly matched with cocktails. By working both in craft
cocktail bars and with major liquor brands he has built a wealth
of knowledge on all things
tipsy.

In a large wine glass preferably, any large glass will do,
add ice and maybe some slices of lemon or orange. Then
add your sparkling wine, liqueur/juice, and soda (in that
order) then add a straw for easy sipping and enjoy. Like
I said before, you can make this in a pitcher without
having to do too much measuring which is already a
one up. And it’s super customizable so you can get really
creative. I’m a fan of combining watermelon, strawberry,
and lime together in this drink for a super satisfying
sipper.
There you have it, 3 cocktails to keep you nice and cozy as
we ride out the shifting weather patterns here. So, while
we still a few lovely days, grab a glass and a shaker and
make something. As always keep drinking something
good and cheers!
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When he’s not dreaming
up delectable drinks, he
is committed to his other
passions, like singing, comedy
and creative writing. Jason
currently works as an English
teacher by day and moonlights
as a key figure in many of
Xi’an’s popular events. He’s
always willing to have a drink
and share a conversation.
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Rural Murals:

Country Art on the Way to Lantian
Article by Francis Miller and Jin Zhou

In China, it is inevitable that, at some point, you will find yourself taking the “scenic” route. In this case, we were
cycling with some SHIT (Shaanxi Hills International Team) enthusiasts to Zhu Guo Si (祝国寺) along the national
road (国道) 210 and couldn’t help but admire the many hundreds of murals along the way (a huge shout out to
Marcus and Zerary who waited for all of these photos).
While fresh air came in puffs (punctuated with the odor of manure), we wound our way through villages. There
are a wide variety of political slogans, some of which you may recognize around Xi’an. We have even provided
pinyin and English translations, in the event you develop a case of culturally-appropriated patriotism.

全员动员扫黑除恶 共建平安和谐蓝田

( Quán yuán dòngyuán sǎo hēi chú è, gòng jiàn
píng’ān héxié lántián )
All hands on deck to fight gang crime, Build a
peaceful and harmonious Lantian County

心向党 跟党走

( Xīn xiàng dǎng, gēn dǎng zǒu )
Give your heart to the Party, Walk with the
Party
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人民对美好生活的向往就是我们的奋斗目标

( Rénmín duì měi hào shēnghuó de xiàngwǎng
jiùshì wǒmen de fèndòu mùbiāo )
The peoples’ yearning for a better life is the
goal we fight for
中国梦：实现中华民族伟大复兴

( Zhōngguó mèng: Shíxiàn zhōnghuá mínzú
wěidà fùxīng )
The Chinese Dream: Realizing the Great
Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation)

Others are specific to each village and encourage responsible behavior, touting the beauty of the village, or
reminding people that prosperity comes from hard work. In fact, in one of the villages, some aunties were proud
to tell me that several artists and students from Xi’an Academy of Fine Arts (西安美术学院) came to their
village to paint the murals. Some murals contain painstaking three-dimensional detail. Our personal favorites are
the electrician and the moth.
注意 安全用电

( Zhùyì ānquán yòng diàn )
Caution! Use electricity safely
中国梦：实现中华民族伟大复兴

( Jiéyuē néngyuán zàofú rénlèi )
Save energy, Benefit mankind

幸福都是奋斗出来的

( Xìngfú dōu shì fèndòu chūlái de )
Prosperity comes from hard work

www.xianease.com
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绿化环境 净化心灵

( Lǜhuà huánjìng, jìnghuà xīnlíng )
Green the environment, Purify the soul

保护水源 杜绝污染

( Bǎohù shuǐyuán, dùjué wūrǎn )
Protect water sources, Eliminate pollution

共享文明家园 建设美丽乡村

( Gòngxiǎng wénmíng jiāyuán, jiànshè měilì
xiāngcūn )
Share a civilized homeland, Build a beautiful
village

家和邻睦 邻里好相处 情深似手足

( Jiā hé lín mù, lín lǐ hǎo xiāngchǔ, qíng shēn sì
shǒuzú )
A harmonious home: friendly neighbors treat
each other like brothers and sisters
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建设新农村 倡导新生活

( Jiànshè xīn nóngcūn, chàngdǎo xīn
shēnghuó )
Building a new countryside, Initiating a
new life

让美丽乡村 留住乡愁

( Ràng měilì xiāngcūn liú zhù xiāngchóu )
Let the beautiful countryside shelter nostalgia

Some murals are just there to cover a blank wall, to show off the skill and creativity of the artists, or to liven
up their surroundings (a bus stop, a community center). They are, nonetheless, spectacularly underappreciated
works of art.

www.xianease.com
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Finally, the last four are a selection from a small village at the foot of the Zhu Guo Si Pagoda. They feature both
images of traditional rural harvest as well as scenes from everyday life. However, on top of this, they each
feature a three-dimensional component! For example, the first mural features a painted window, which includes
an actual wooden window frame on top. See if you can find the others!

Jin and Francis are both teachers in Xi’an who love exploring. They can be
contacted at jin@xianease.com and francis@xianease.com.
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Parks and Spring go together like any number of cliché pairings. It’s this brief period of time when the parks
explode in a riot of color and greenery, and when it is not too hot to enjoy it. People head out in droves to enjoy
those little slices of manicured nature, whether flying kites, piloting paddle boats, or simply strolling around and
enjoying the views and the weather. There are over 146 different parks in Xi’an, but with so many people trying to
enjoy the same kinds of activities, it can get a bit cramped. That’s why we’ve gathered together a list of the biggest
parks in Xi’an, so you’ll have a bit of room to enjoy your Spring.

National
01 Chanba
Wetlands Park (5.81 km )
浐灞国家湿地公园

2

Nestled near the conjunction of the Wei and Ba Rivers, this park features
a large number of lakes, rivers, streams and ponds, with a maze of paths
and bridges in between. In addition to the natural scenery, there is also a
science museum, carnival rides (including bumper cars), and a variety of
other attractions. While the park will eventually be accessible by subway
when line 10 is completed in 2024, currently the easiest way to access the
park is to take a bus or taxi from the North Rail Station.

Baqiao Ecological
02 Xi’an
Wetlands Park (6.75 km )
西安灞桥生态湿地公园
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2

Located along the banks of the Ba River, this sprawling park features
a wide variety of scenic river views, with different types of flowers and
grasses that change with the seasons. A great place to work on your
nature photography. You can get to this park by subway by taking line 1
to FangZhiCheng and then line 9 to Xiang Wang Station or Ba Liu Er Lu
Station.
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03 Duling Ruins Park (8.7 km )
2

杜陵遗址公园

Duling Ruins Park is located outside of the Third Rings Road South of
Qujiang. The park is home to various ruins and grave markers, as well as a
museum to house some of the items unearthed there. Besides the historical
aspect, there are also many forested areas, a few minor attractions, such
as a rock climbing wall, and various ponds spread throughout the park. No
subway line reaches Duling, but you can get there by taking bus 25, 736,
or 259.

Pond Relic Park
04 Kunming
(Current 10km , 2021 20km , Planned 30km)
2

昆明池遗址公园

2

Located to the west of Gaoxin, the Kunming Pond Relic Park is planned to
be a major tourist attraction in the future. Already taking up 10km2, the
park will double in size by the end of 2021, and expand even further in
coming years. Kunming Pond was featured in several poems by poets of
various dynasties, so the park reflects some of that historical significance.
There is a massive bridge in a traditional Chinese style stretching over the
pond, as well as statues and murals that depict some of the scenes from
history. There are also a variety of food stalls and other minor activities
that you can do at the park, as well as the typical walking paths. To get to
the park by public transportation, take Line 3 to Yu Hua Zhai, then bus 823
to the entrance.

Han Chang’an City
05 Xi’an
National Relic Site (Planned 65 km )
2

西安汉长安城国家遗址

This park is still in development, but is meant to cover the original site
of Han Dynasty Chang’an. This massive area is located to the northwest
of the city, and encompasses several distinct areas inside; including the
Weiyang Palace Site, the Jianzhang Palace Site, as well as natural landscape
areas and other places of interest. The park is currently undergoing
renovation and expansion, so keep an eye out for when this park goes fully
operational. Access to various areas of the park might be limited at the
moment, but if you’d like to explore the areas that are open, bus 234 will
get you the closest.

Do you know of any other places to check out art? Did we miss your favorite? Let us know by messaging us via our official WeChat account or
by email at info@xianease.com
www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com
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Impressions of
an Introvert
in Hanfu
Article by Lionel Rakai

X

i’an in spring offers the opportunity
to take your cultural experience and
moment-capturing photography to
the next level by introducing the unique
element of history this city offers in
abundance with the accompaniment of
cherry blossoms and spring flowers in
bloom. To take advantage of this backdrop,
you may have seen locals walking around
in traditional-style clothing in search of the
perfect background to match the patterns
and colours of the historically cultural
fashion statement called “Hanfu”.

and somewhat solemn atmosphere and
this often dictated the colour schemes in
my options of clothing.

This time a year ago, the only view I had of
the season was the the adjacent brick wall
staring at me from outside my dormitory
window, some birds flying from roof to
roof above those brick walls and a dying
vase of flowers by the ledge. At the time,
I had just received a delivery package of
a navy blue one piece Hanfu with belts
and boots, which I later wore just to sit
on the ledge by my window to reminisce
Hanfu (translating as clothing of the Han past Hanfu cultural activities and photo
people) is the name given to traditional shoots. However, this spring ushered in
clothing of Chinese people dating back
to the Shang dynasty from 1600BC to
1000BC. At the time the basic clothing
items included an yi – a narrow cuffed,
knee length tunic tied with a sash and a
chang – a narrow ankle length skirt worn
with a bixi (a length of fabric that reaches
the knees). Originally made of silk and
painted in red and green, the style and
colours had eventually evolved over time
and have even been modernised in modern
fashion couture.

a breath of fresh air and botanical life
through historical and cultural landmarks
around the city offering an abundance of
locations to display the revitalised Hanfu
wearing culture in style.
While Non-Chinese people can wear
Hanfu, it’s important to understand its
significance to engage in cultural appreciation instead of cultural appropriation. To
educate myself on the subject of wearing
Hanfu as a foreigner, I learnt about the
rejuvenation of wearing Hanfu in modern
Chinese city street life by millennials.
Termed as “The Hanfu Movement”, I drew
some insight from local Hanfu enthusiasts

Being an iconic statement of Chinese history
and culture, its design and categorical
statements have evolved throughout
different historical eras. With an avid
interest in traditional clothes, I tried to
develop some insight in allowing myself the
confidence to wear it in a way that offers a
connection with the local history and show
respect for the rich culture I am surrounded
by. It was also important I understood how
a foreigner can try wearing it to make the
most of the spring seasons beauty as well
as protect it against cultural appropriation.
In retrospect, I’ve always preferred the fall
(autumn) season with the muted colours
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and social media groups. This movement
has seen a revival within the last twenty
years but popularity has grown through the
promotion of successful television dramas
like “Langya Bang (琅琊榜)” and “Sansheng
Sanshi Shili Peach Blossom (三生三世十里
桃花)”. Series dramas like “Qingpingle (清
平乐)” improved the popularity of clothing
from the Song Dynasty while “Chang’an
Twelve Hours ( 长安十二时辰 )” also
increased the popularity of Tang clothing.
To some people, the idea of walking
amongst the general public in complete
traditional attire can stir some anxiety
from the levels of attention it may attract,
the intrigued eyes and the sound of shots
fired by the camera button of smartphones
– an accurate analogy of how I would feel
in that position labelling myself as an
insecure introvert. Other local perspectives
consider the practical drawbacks, such as
poor elasticity, sometimes the quality can
be poor (depending on the origin of sale),
air tightness, and its exaggerated nature
that draws attention in public.
Though it is sometimes personally
observed that girls prefer wearing Hanfu
to boys, during the spring of 2019, I found
myself joining a local Hanfu festival on the
paths of Datang Bu Yue Cheng behind the
Big Goose Pagoda (Dayanta). It turned the
stretch of road into a sea of flowing silk,
masks of makeup and glows of ancient
relic jewellery. To this festival, I wore a
black robe laced with gold amulets and
plated belt inspired by nobility’s of the
Song dynasty and rather than feeling
the nerves of standing out in public, my
attention was more worried about pairing
some seemingly inconspicuous running
shoes with a garment that resembled
some image of nobility. There are traditionalists who would observe the accuracy
www.xianease.com

of clothing items to be matched but this
sort of scrutiny tends to apply in formal
social occasions like weddings, professional photo shoots or recording of videos to
depict a realistic view of historical stories.

In contrast, the regulations and societal
hierarchy was prudent in the selection of
specific materials and designs of the past
with a focus on shape, grade, floral/ bird
patterns or the use of more expensive
materials. Hanfu designers today infuse
Similar to changes in the season, the modern elements by using art and drawing
styles, patterns and colours in a Hanfu can lessons from ancient Hanfu as a base.
resemble the existing season with a blend
of the user’s personality. Some subtle ways Ultimately, it’s all based on your desired
of maintaining its significance include the style and interests. So this spring, try
interweaving of the classical and modern taking a step out of your comfort zone,
style. An enthusiast would define the make a simple search on Taobao with the
wearing of traditional clothing as a way of word “Hanfu”, or “汉服“ in Chinese (汉
bringing out a persons natural beauty as 服男 for men or 汉服女 for women), to
well as artistic beauty. When people start browse through a catalog of options or
reflecting their personal style in traditional take a walk through some of Xi’an’s old
clothes, it subconsciously portrays ones palaces, pagodas and relics parks to come
beauty from the heart because the Hanfu across mobile carriages and stalls offering
itself resembles a beginning and the core Hanfu experiences on time-based rentals.
of ones identity.
Embrace yourself in a unique cultural
experience and maybe unveil some inner
Though the categorisation of different beauty as well.
Hanfu styles through history can grow
into an extended tree of branches (distinguished by period, region or class in
particular), in recent times they have
been familiarly categorised into working
clothes, casual clothes (for home wear) and
clothes for special occasions like weddings
or funerals. An interesting fact is how the
colour of Hanfu worn during funerals
were traditionally white in comparison to
western funeral culture of wearing black.
These days the type of Hanfu a person
chooses to wear for a recreational outing
or a group activity with friends is all based
on a persons individual style interests,
personality or colour matching with ones
skin tone under the objective of enhancing
ones natural beauty. This concept has
developed the artistic and human spirit
elements in the styles of Hanfu demonstrated by the younger generation today.
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Xi’an
Eating Guide:

The Herbs of Spring in Xi’an
Article by Martin Zhao

For many locals in Xi’an, spring means eating the bounty of fresh herbs that grow for a short period during the
spring. There is a saying that a spring without herbs is a soulless one. During springtime, you will most likely
find many locals heading to the mountains and fields to dig up wild herbs with shovels in hands and sunhats on
head, as the potherb is the soul of theirs and this is the way they greet Spring.
Since ancient time there has been a wording 咬春 Yao Chun or Bite Spring, it is the season for potherbs in
March and April switching from the heavy meats and fish of the Spring Festival holiday to lighter and more fresh
tastes. So, tune into the season and get a mouthful of Spring.

香椿 Xiang Chun (Toona)

---Only available for a limited time in Spring
In March, no food tastes better than Chun Ya, the sprout of
the Toona plant, which is only present in the limited days of
Spring. Chuan Ya is the queen of spring. The red leaves, glassy
and shiny, and tiny bite of the sprout is a local salute to Spring.
While the sprouts may be available in supermarkets in the rest
of a year, they are much less fragrant than in the rest of the
year. For locals, a meal without Xiang Chun in spring is simply
never perfect. Xiang Chun is often pair with eggs, stir-fried
together for a flavorful dish. Simple, yet satisfying.

芥菜 Jie Cai

Available in early Spring, Jie Cai is a sign of the beginning of
Spring. It can grow almost anywhere, no matter how climate
and geography may differ. In early Spring, it grows in the fields
or on top of the wall, like unfolded green umbrellas.
The poem from the famous poet Xin Qiji in Song Dynasty 城中
桃李愁风雨，春在溪头芥菜花, meaning “The trees blossoming
in the city, tortured by storm, gloomy and worried, while the
Jie Cai blossoming along the brook greeting the arrival of the
Spring”.

Jie Cai is of delicate fragrance with no strange smell. In Spring,
Jie Cai is often used to fill dumplings.
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蒲公英 Pu Gong Ying (Dandelion)

With a bitter taste, which is what may keep you healthy,
dandelions bloom rampantly anywhere there is space. There
are variety of ways to make it palatable though mostly it is
simply great to enjoy when it is cold dressed with sauce.

榆钱 Yu Qian (Elm Seed)

In Spring, when it gets warm and flowers are blossoming,
clusters of fruits, green and tender, will sprout from Elm
branches. These are Yu Qian, which are round and thin and look
like an ancient coin. It tastes crisp, sweet, and soft; pleasant to
the palate and the food made from it is a favorites of the locals.
The fragrant Yu Qian is made by mixing Yu Qian and corn flour
and steaming it for the right amount of time.

槐花 Huai Hua (Locust Flower)

Huai Hua, may be the most conspicuous in the eyes of locals, as
it can be found almost everywhere, around your house and in
the streets. It will definitely take a certain generation back, as it
was a commonly eaten food before. The snow-white Huai Hua
is fragrant and sweet and can be enjoyed in variety of ways,
usually mixed with wheat flour and steamed.

灰灰菜 Hui Hui Cai

Hui Hui Cai is an herb that grows in the countryside, in ditches
and in fields. Locals will often head out to look for patches of
this herb, as it will otherwise be tossed aside by farmers who
are planting their crops.
It is said that Hui Hui Cai can help moderate the fat in our body,
and it is a good selection for those who are struggling to keep
their weight down. It is nutritious and functional for keeping
both children and the elders healthy. Like other herbs, it is
often mixed with flour and steamed.

苜蓿 Mu Xu (Alfalfa or Lucerne)

It is one of the greens with the longest recorded history, dating
back as far as the Tang Dynasty, where it was actually a Palace
Dish. Now, it is still a likeable seasonable dish, enjoyed in the
sunshine of March. It is of great nutritious and medicinal value
and honored as the “Father of the food”. A mix of Mu Xu and
flour form a pancake that is a local favorite.

Herbs are a local favorite and are made even more precious by the short spring that we enjoy in Xi’an.
Try them while you can, or you’ll have to wait until next year.
www.xianease.com
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Modern
Huaiyang
Cuisine at
the W XIAN’s
YEN
Article by XIANEASE

T

here is a saying that if you ate a
different Chinese dish every day of
your life, you would not be able
to eat every dish over an entire life time.
While Chinese cuisine can be a vast and
complicated subject, generally there are
eight major cuisines, with a four of those
considered to be the ‘Great Traditions’
recognized as the best of the best, and also
meant to represent the best of the North,
South, East, and West. Most people will be
familiar with Chuan, the food from Shaanxi’s
neighboring province of Sichuan, as well as
Yue, the food of Guangdong, commonly
referred to as Cantonese cuisine.
The remaining two cuisines are probably
less well-known in Xi’an; those being Lu
and Huaiyang cuisine. Lu is the cuisine of
Shandong province, known for its heavy
use of seafood and light taste, as well as
its distinctive vinegar. The other cuisine,
Huaiyang cuisine, hails from Jiangsu. As with
much of the coastal cuisines, there is a heavy
use of seafood, but Huaiyang cuisine also
uses other types of ingredients, blending
the tastes of the North and South due to its
location in the middle of the coastal region.
Huaiyang cuisine was featured at the first
State Banquet in 1949, and once again on
the 50th anniversary.
Being a chef in China that cooks Chinese
food often comes with a heavy burden.
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Many want to respect the traditions of the
cuisine, while still innovating in ways that
can help the cuisine evolve further. At the
W XIAN’s YEN Restaurant, Chef Arthur Li is
attempting to do just that. Though still quite
young, especially for a head chef in China,
Chef Li has gained a great deal of experience
in the culinary field, especially when it comes
to the food of his home province of Jiangsu.
Still, he tries to push the limits of the cuisine,
adding new and modernizing elements to
his cuisine, keeping in line with the W’s
trendy and modern image, while still trying
to stay true to the origins of the cuisine. The
result is a range of dishes that wouldn’t look
out of place on a modernist cuisine menu,
yet still retains the essence of the original
cuisine.
The chef first presented a range of cold
dishes to demonstrate his cuisine. First to
come out was what looked like a set of very
shiny tomatoes on a log, but turned out to
be expertly crafted balls of fois gras that had
been dipped in a special solution to give it a
thick outer shell. What was surprising was
that there was no food coloring used, but
instead only natural colorings were used, as
is true for all of the food at the restaurant.
What appeared to be a log was actually a
custom crafted ceramic piece specifically
designed by the chef. He stated that
studying culture and history was a hobby
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of his, and he tries to incorporate his hobby
wherever possible. This particular plate
was crafted based of an item he had seen
previously in a museum.
The next dish looked like a sushi roll at
first appearance, but was in fact entirely
composed of eel. Even the apparent
seaweed wrapper was made from the
skin of the eel, and each component was
carefully cooked and crafted to both mimic
its respective item, and also taste good.
Paired with a light sauce, the dish had the
slight sweetness of eel, with no fishiness.
The next dish was a cold dish of scallops
nestled in a bed of thinly sliced celtuse. The
chef decided to add a bit of heat to this dish,
something that you wouldn’t normally have
in Huaiyang cuisine, but something that
he has done to better suit the tastes of the
locals here in Shaanxi.
Next we were each served individual bowls
of seafood soup. With a large amount of
seafood in each bowl and a peppery broth,
it was a light transition from the cold to the
hot dishes.
Next up was something that was completely
new. Four small bowls, each containing a
single large abalone that had been stewed
in a variety of spices and chilies, resting on
top of a bed of chilies and vegetables. They
were served with a set of mo, the Shaanxi
flatbread. That’s right, and abalone jiamo.
It was a surprising combination to be sure,
but the texture and the taste of the abalone
was perfect, and well-suited to the mo. In
addition, there was served a crispy fried beef
dish, tender on the inside and crunchy on
the outside, coated in a sweet sauce.

instead made from durian, but with none of
the odor typically associated with the fruit.
He had done this because he wanted to
replicate the color, but have a more flexible
and unique wrapper for a traditional dish.
Dessert was a crispy rice paste roll with sugar
and peanuts, a common sweet in Huaiyang
cuisine, and a small pudding topped with
candied rose and a special koi gummy that
perfectly finished everything up.
After sampling all the delicious food, we
toured the restaurant to see the rest of the
space. The main dining area is spacious with
a large window looking in on the kitchen.
There are several large scale artistic prints,
as well as a huge selection of various teas
from around China that you can select with
your meal. Two smaller private rooms flank
the main dining area, with other larger
private dining rooms down the hall. Each
dining room is decorated with special art
and lighting, and also has its own private
balcony that looks out on the South Lake.
The largest of these rooms, designed to
host up to 22 people, has its own tea table,
karaoke machine, mahjong table, and
separate seating area, as well as a corner
balcony with a fantastic view of the lake.
All in all, YEN at W XIAN is something to
experience, a new take on a traditional
cuisine that must be tried to be understood.
The menu will adjust for the seasons, so if
you’d like to try some of the dishes described
above, make a reservation soon.

There was also a bowl with four small
packages on a special branch over a bowl.
Dry ice added a smoke to the visual appeal,
making the small dumplings appear almost
magical. The packages were yellow in color,
with generous helpings of caviar on top.
Each package was filled with a variety of
seafood that included crayfish and crab.
The chef informed us that the wrapper,
traditionally made from tofu skin, was
www.xianease.com
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United We Anime:
Jason’s Dream

Article by Martin Zhao

T

he anime community in Xi’an has
gained a new hotspot recently.
Indeed, it is none other than the
Xi’an Anime Club, founded by our
beloved Jason Rogers.
Mr. Jason Rogers comes from
Maryland, USA. Amongst the sea of
cartoon media during his childhood,
anime was quintessential. Indeed,
many of us started watching anime
because of 4Kids and Toonami’s
localized versions. To the young Jason,
anime wasn’t too different from other
cartoons, including his first anime,
Pokémon, and his longest anime
companion, One Piece. However,
after learning about the differences
between American cartoons and
Japanese anime, Jason started to
understand this form of media even
more, which brought him to his first
“adult” anime, Cowboy Bebop.
“It was a form of escapism for me, and
helped me decompress from all the
problems and exhaustion of mundane
life. Back then anime was the nerd’s
choice of entertainment, and it wasn’t
seen as cool.” He said. “I was quite
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surprised at the diversity of the anime In fact, Jason has already made plans
fanbase here in Xi’an after I founded for the next event, the “anime trade
session”, where the members could
the club.”
trade what they have with one another
After founding this club, Jason while watching shows and having a
discovered that people from all walks drink.
of life, all over the world, enjoyed
anime in their own way. Currently the As for the future of the club, Jason
members and casual fans in the Anime hopes that the club could grow to
Club go from middle-aged couples include more members from both
with kids to young students, and from the expat community and the local
community, men and women alike.
Russia to the Americas.
He has made remarks on several
Jason conjured up the idea of forming milestone events that he hopes to
an anime club for the simple reason of complete, including anime themed
sharing anime resources, since anime parties, cosplay sessions, and joining
streaming services are different in local anime conventions. He hopes to
China and the US. He didn’t anticipate see the community grow and expand
this group to grow so much almost with even more community leaders,
instantly. Despite being founded in late who will host anime-related events
2020, the group has already grown to independently.
about 100 members in one WeChat
group, not accounting for the many “So expats can enjoy anime as much
casual members who show up at the as they did back home, and the locals
door to the many events the club has could also get to know more about the
already hosted, such as Movie Nights overseas anime community. Anime is a
great way to bring people together.”
and Ramen Chowdown at Ichiraku.
He said. “We’re about openness and
The club at a glance may seem loosely fun.”
organized, but that is not the reality.
xianease

The Anime Club welcomes hardcore fans who have watched
everything from the classics to the latest titles, potential
lovers who are just curious about this form of media, and
casual viewers who might have only watch a few minutes
of a Studio Ghibli film. People can grab a drink, share their
resources, and dream up collaborations. Anime, manga,
everything and everyone is welcomed.
“As long as you’re being nice.”

Jason Rogers is a mixologist extraordinaire living in Xi’an.
www.xianease.com
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What is VivaXian?
In one sentence: VivaXian shows Xi’an to the world and the world in Xi’an.

What does it mean?
We use Chinese and Western social media to show the beauty of Xi’an and Shaanxi and introduce interesting people to
create a better understanding of our life here.
Our multicultural team is determined to create unique events here in the city to show different cultures from all over the
world to our local community.
In the future, we will have more big events during which creative people will have the opportunity to showcase their
talents. There will be competitions for videos, photos, and much more. There will be winners in various categories that will
receive big prizes.

How did we start?
Last October we had our first big event, focusing on videos posted on international social media sites. Our topic was to
show how the pandemic had changed our lives here and how life recovered to a new normal. After some valuable feedback,
we have now expanded to Chinese platforms to be more inclusive and will also open several categories to photographers,
so that even more creative people can join our competition

What happens next?
In April, we will have an event celebrating our launch on international and Chinese social media. The topic will be on known
and unknown parts of German culture. We are using this evening to also introduce you to some nice German sausages and
German music that people might not be aware of yet. This will be our first edition of ‘showing the world in Xi’an’. Our next
big event will happen in June, with a big audience and several categories to participate in.

How can I get involve?
First of all, please join our various platform we just started and keep an eye of the more which will follow soon.

If you like to participate
in our project, feel free to
reach out to Marcus:
Youtube
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Instagram
xianease

Puzzle
Page

The most difficult Sudoku in the world
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Try your hand at solving,
“The world’s most difficult Sudoku!”
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Xi’an Scene

Spittoon ‘Fiction’
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xianease

Pub Quizzes

www.xianease.com
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Xi’an Scene

ST.Patrick's Day
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xianease

Photo Credit: Photos by Yuna Chen
小红书: yunachen918

微信: chenyongwei918

www.xianease.com
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Xi’an Scene

Lianbang Dental Clinics

Nara week in Xi’an
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xianease

W Xi’an Wedding Show

www.xianease.com
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Xi’an Scene

Spring in
Macro
Spring in Xi’an is a fleeting but
treasured time when things bloom
and come to life. In this photo series,
photographer Patrick Kastle captures
some of the smaller life that erupts
in Spring.
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Buy - Sell - Trade? Post it here for free!
Contact: stephen@xianease.com

Want to learn
Mandarin
with the Best
Mandarin
teacher in
Xi’an?

Hi, are you
Need a taxi?
looking for a
Chinese tutor?
Let me help
you with that

We have a family friend with a taxi that
can arrange your pick-up to and from
the airport as well as to the Terra Cotta
Warriors, Famen Temple and any other
place you want to go.

My name is Bonnie, I live in Xi’an and
I’m looking to teach oral (non-regional
accent) Chinese on a one-to-one basis. I
am interested in working with students
at basic to intermediate levels.

Please book at least 24 hours in advance
and let us know if you need a receipt.
Airport drop-off / pick-up is RMB 140
To make reservations or for more information, contact them at 131-5216-5813

I possess fluent English skills (speaking/
writing), so I will be most helpful to
Mandarin beginners, children or adults.
Want to have fun learning Mandarin?
Book your tailor-made Mandarin and
Chinese culture lessons now!
Tel: Helen 153-9802-1964
Wechat: 958427873

I am available Monday to Friday. Preferably in the mornings.
Reasonable charge. Each student gets
free trial lesson.
Email: 1225057787@qq.com
Wechat: 18092659160

Tel: Kimi 153-9802-1964
Wechat: 9894302761

Tortillas and
more!

Want to get
paid to eat?
Lost Plate Food Tours is looking for a
passionate and hard-working foodie
to manage their Xian operations. This
full-time position offers a competitive
salary with bonus and a flexible working
environment. Chinese and English
fluency are required. More info at
http://lostplate.com/hiring or by
email at ruixi@lostplate.com.
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Xiao Mu makes tortillas, cakes and
other high quality baked goods for the
local and expat communities. Please
contact her to order and arrange
for delivery (free over 100 yuan)
at: 151-9168-8611(phone/text) or
muhuifang10 (Wechat)
xianease

Nightlife - Entertainment / Cafes

We have lots more listings online. Either use your smart phone and scan the QR code
or go to www.xianease.com/xianguide to check them all out!!!

Entertainment ·

Sculpting in Time
雕刻时光

Bars

·I17

Brewery 仙麦鲜酿啤酒
#9 Yannan 1 Lu, Man Di Guang
Chang Xi Ce
雁南一路9号曼蒂广场西侧

Phone: (029) 8955 7872
Hours: 10:00pm - Midnight

·

The Belgian Bar
杰诺比利时酒吧
H13 #69 Shun Cheng Nan
Lu (East Side Inside The
South Gate)
南门里顺城南路69号

Phone: (029) 8726 4019
Hours: 12noon - 2:00am

·

Red Chairman
朱雀门精酿
C18 East of Wanda One,
Keji 7 Road and Gaoxin Road Intersection, Gaoxin District.
高新区科技七路与高新路交汇
处 万达ONE东侧

Phone: 173-8918-4652
Hours: 5:00pm - 1:00am

·

TipsyCeram(china) Bar
陶瓷鸡尾酒体验中心
H15 East Gate of Provincial
Stadium,Changan North Road
长安北路省体育场东门

H18 NO.41,Shida Road,Yanta District
雁塔区师大路41号2楼 (外国语
大学正门往东100米)

Phone: (029) 8522 8182

·

Isola del Nord Italian
Restaurant
Isola del Nord 意大利餐厅
Isola del Nord is one of those places that
once you set foot in you realize that you
are in for a good meal.

H12 11F, K.I.Tower, 1 Xihuamen
西安市西华门凯爱大厦11层

Phone: (029) 8720 1501/1502
Hours: 11:30am - 3:00pm (L.O. 2:00pm)
5:30pm - 10:00pm (L.O. 9:15pm)

·H11

地铁二号线北大街站C出口B1层

Phone:(029) 8738 8321
Hours: 8:00am - 10:00pm

·J17

莲 Lotus
North of Starbucks, South Gate
of Tang Paradise, Qujiang District

Ktv

·

www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com

No.508,Xi Ying Rd,Qujiang
New District.
曲江新区西影路508号
西安电影厂园内

Phone: (029) 8966 0452
Hours: 11:30pm - 2:30am
5:30pm - 10:00pm

Phone: (029) 6568 2399
Hours: 11:30am - Midnight
www.hacker-pschorr-brauhaus.com

·

DÚO Spanish Authentic
Cuisine
DÚO 西班牙主题餐厅
J18 No. 1666 Qujiangchi Xi Lu, Qu
Jiang New District

·C15

曲江新区曲江池西路1666号

高新大都荟7号楼B座1层西
北角

Dolce Vita
罗马假日意大利餐厅

MCGL

Phone: (029) 8421 8928
181-9103-5321
Hours: 11:00am - 2:00am

·C15

Localand·霁在游牧料理
2F, D29, Glorious Plaza, No.305,

Phone: (029) 6821 6666 / 6825
Hours: 11:30am - 2:00pm
5:30pm - 10:00pm

·

I12 319 Dongxin Jie
西安市东新街319号
Phone: (029) 8792 8888 Ext. 4018
Hours: 11:30am - 2:30pm (Lunch)
5:30pm - 10:00pm (Dinner)

H14 G/F Block B, Chang’an

Metropolis center, No.88 Nanguan
Zheng Street Beilin District

碑林区南关正街88号长安国际
广场B座G层

Phone: (029) 8765 1617
Hours: 9:00am - 11:00pm

Phone: (029) 8983 2611
Hours: 9:00am - 11:00pm

Cafes

J16 Xi’an Movie Factory,

西安高新区高新四路16号

唐延南路4号 绿地笔克国际会
展中心 乐班餐厅

碑林区兴庆南路159号

Restaurants

Steak Universe

C15 No. 16 Gaoxin 4 Lu,
Gaoxin District

Leban 乐班

I11 B1, No.1 Building, Jinying Plaza,
Furong South Road, Qujiang District

Phone: (029) 8813 1234

·酒师扒房

·

C19 NO.4 Tangyan Nan Lu, High-

·

Fantasy KTV
真爱范特西KTV
K14 #159, Xingqing Nan Lu

Hacker - PschorrBrauhaus
德国赫佰仕啤酒坊

Phone: (029) 8966 0066
Hours: 11:00am - Midnight

Phone: (029) 6861 1082
Hours: 8:00am - 11:00pm

Phone: (029) 8792 7678
(029) 8792 8888-4677
Hours: 6:30pm - 2:30am

曲江新区雁翔路3369号曲江创
意谷LG-61号

曲江大唐芙蓉园南门星巴克
北侧

Koi Bar
锦䲞酒吧

西安人民大厦索菲特酒店

高新区科技路305号西安大都
荟D29二层

Phone: (029) 8864 7578
Hours: 5:30pm - 9:30pm

Northwest Corner, Block B,
Building 7, Hi-Tech Glorious Plaza.

Burger King 汉堡王
B1, Exit C, Bei Da Jie Stop,
Subway Line 2

Keji Road,Gaoxin District.

Circle, YanXiang Road, Qujiang
District

Phone: (029) 8550 4064
Hours: 8:00am - 11:00pm

Western

tech Zone.

I12 People’s Grand Xian,
No.319, Dongxin Jie

M17 No.61 LG, QuJiang Creative

Spacious and comfortable cafe

Phone: (029) 8541 6130
133-8923-4779
Hours: 11:00am - 6:00pm Coffee
6:00pm - 2:00am Wine&Whisky

·

Hours: 8:00am - 10:00pm

曲江新区芙蓉南路芙蓉新天地1
号楼负一层

B19 1st Floor Greenland Bin Fen Hui
Mall, Jinye Road

高新区丈八二路与锦业路十字
东北角

Phone: (029) 8115 1281

April 2021
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Restaurants / Shopping

INDIA

·

Amber Palace Asian
Indian Fusion Xi’an
琥珀宫亚洲餐厅
I17 No. 9 Yannan 1st Road, Mandy
Palaza, South of Big Wild Goose
Pagoda, Yanta District Xi’an city
雁塔区雁南一路9号曼蒂广场(
毗邻大雁塔南广场)

Phone: (029) 8120 5768
187 0290 1786

·

Amber Bites ( Xi’an )
琥珀宫
H16 No. 86 Chang’an Zhong Lu
kaimi Plaza, Near: Saga Shopping
Mall, yanta district
雁塔区长安中路86号开米广
场二层

Phone: (029) 8154 2800

·

REDFORT- Indian Cultural
Restaurant 红堡
D14 Indian Pavilion, Silk street 118
Laodong Road, Tangwest Market
西安市大唐西市劳动南路118
号丝绸之路风情街印度区

Phone: (029) 8411 3559
187 0290 1786

Pizza

·

L’acquolina in bocca
阿果里呐

D18 #5 Taibai Nan Lu, Zi Wei Shang
Ceng, 2nd, east building, shop
no.20107
高新区太白南路5号紫薇尚层东
2号楼20107

Phone: (029) 8889 4573
Hours: 11:00am - 8:00pm (Sunday off)

Japanese

·

Koi 锦䲞日本料理
I17 East Building, Sofitel Xi’an,
No.319, Dongxin Street
西安人民大厦索菲特酒店东楼

Phone: (029) 8792 7680
Hours: 11:30am - 2:00pm
5:30pm - 10:00pm

Korean

·

Mi Wu Factory
米屋美食工厂餐厅
B19 10105, Block3, Tao Jie, Lv Di
Center Square, Jin Ye Rd,Gaoxin.

Phone: (029) 8728 1828
Hours: 11:00am - 9:00pm

·B8

Localand·霁在自在面食
2F, D29, Glorious Plaza, No.305,
Keji Road, Gaoxin District.
高新区科技路305号西安大都
荟D29栋2层

Phone: (029) 8864 7625
Hours: 11:00am - 9:30pm

Thai Food

·K19

Its Thai 悦泰
2F, Block A, Wan Zhong International, Qu Jiang Chi South Road.

曲江池南路万众国际A座二层

Phone: (029) 8120 7227
Hours: 11:00am - 2:00pm
5:30am - 10:00pm

Vegetarian

·

Tianlong Vegetarian
天龙宝严素食馆
G10 #1 Yanta Xi Lu
雁塔西路1号

Phone: (029) 8526 6880
Hours: 11:00am - 9:00pm

Hotpot

·H10

Hai Di Lao 海底捞
#11, South of Yanta Lu

雁塔路南段11号

Phone: (029) 8553 6971
Hours: 10:30am - 3:00am
B8 3F, Gao Ke Buliding, #1 Gaoxin
4 Lu
高新四路1号高科广场3楼

Phone: (029) 8836 1337
Hours: 10:30am - 3:00am

·F7

环城南路东段336号世纪金花A
座1层G1区

长安中路与小寨东路交口东
北角

Phone: (029) 8935 8615
Hours: 10:00am - 10:00pm

Phone: (029) 8630 0000
Hours: 10:00am - 10:00pm

·

Ren He Tea Market
人和茶叶市场
#101 Changle Zhong Road

Ole’ 精品超市
B1, Wang Fu Jiang Bai Huo, #88,
Nan Guan Zheng Jie.
南关正街88号王府井百货B1层
Phone: (029) 8765 1821

书院门56号
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·F7
·

Middle Rd and Xiao Zhai East Rd
Intersection.

Tea Markets

Foreign Goods

·

Phone: (029) 6282 6888

H16 Northeast Corner of Changan

Phone: (029) 6872 9684
Hours: 11:30am - 9:30pm

醉长安
H13 #56, Shu Yuan Gate.

Shopping Centers

Godiva 歌帝梵
1F, Block A, Ginwa, No.336, East
of Huan Cheng South Road.

Shopping

Metro 麦德龙超市

Western Supermarket located next to

·

DECATHLON
迪卡侬 (南二环店)

长安南路86号，临近电视塔

to the TV Tower

SAGA International
Shopping Mall
赛格国际购物中心

dessert

Sporting Goods
D9 Opposite of Xidian University
North Gate,Tai Bai lu Kou, South 2rd
Ring Road.

F12 #86 Chan’ an Road, 50 meters

·

高新区锦业路绿地中央广场饕
界3栋1单元1层10105号

Chinese

the TV tower in the South of Xi’an. This
is one of the best places in Xi’an to
purchase imported food such as cheese,
beer, wine, meats and those hard to find
ingredients.

长乐中路101号

Clothing Markets

·

Bai Hui Market
百汇市场
F9 Bai Hui Market, Chang’an Lu
长安中路 百汇市场

April 2021

南二环太白路口(西安电子科技
大学北门对面)

·

Five Ring Outlets
五环工厂店

C9 #18 Gaoxin Lu
高新路18号

J7 South of Er Huan Dong Lu
东二环与咸宁西路交叉十字

Health Good

·

Lao Bai Xing Medicine Store
老百姓大药房
F5 Bei Da Jie Intersection
北大街十字

Phone: (029) 8721 1888

Appliance Center

·

Suning Home Appliance
苏宁电器
F5 #23 Lianhu Lu
莲湖路23号

Phone: (029) 8731 9196
Hours: 9:30am - 7:00pm

xianease
xianease

Shopping / Health

Furniture Market

Hotels

IKEA
宜家家居
Southeast Corner of San Qiao
Overpass,San Qiao Xin Jie.

The Ritz-Carlton,
Xi’an
西安丽思卡尔顿酒店
C15 No.50, Keji 2 Road,Gaoxin
District, Xi’an Shaanxi, China.

·

三桥新街三桥立交东南角

Phone: 400-800-2345

·

Da Ming Gong Furniture
Center
大明宫建材家具城
J18 #180 Tai Hua Bei Road
太华北路180号

Phone: (029) 8811 6666
Hours: 9:30am - 6:00pm

Antique Markets

·

Ba Xian An Antique Market
八仙庵古玩市场
J12 Ba Xian An, An Ren Fang, Bei
Lin District
新城区安仁坊八仙庵

·

Shu Yuan Gate
书院门
H13 Shu Yuan Gate Inside South Gate

Phone: (029) 6866 9999
Web: www.meaxian.com
www.cn.meaxian.com（中文）

·

Phone: (029) 8881 8888

·

陕西省西安市高新区锦业路
12号

Phone: (029) 8811 1234
Web: www.hyatt.com/zh-CN/hotel/
china/grand-hyatt-xian/xiygh

·

·

Bell Tower Book Store
钟楼新华书店
H13 #337 East Avenue
东大街377号
Phone: (029) 8721 6194

Plant Market

·

Yanta Flower Market
小雁塔苗圃市场
G15 Zhuque Avenue
朱雀大街西安体育学院后门对面

·

N4 6 West Section, Euro-Asia Avenue,

Phone: (029) 6879 8888
Web: lemeridien.com/xianchanba

·

TianYu Fields
International Hotel
天宇菲尔德国际大酒店
J12 No.239, Sheng Zhou 3 Road,
Aerospace Economic and Technological Development Zone
西安市航天经济技术开发区神
舟三路239号

Phone: (029) 8925 6666
Web: www.fields-hotel.com

·

InterContinental
Xi’an North
西安经开洲际酒店
H4 No.120 Fengcheng 8th Road,
Jingkai District, Xi’an
西安市经开区凤城八路120号

Phone: (029) 8723 8888
Web: InterContinetal.com

Hilton Xi’an High-tech Zone
西安高新希尔顿酒店
C16 22 Feng Hui South Road, Gao
Xin District, Xi’an
西安市高新区沣惠南路22号

Providing top quality equipment, with
international standards of management.

The Fairway Place, Xi’an Marriott Executive
Apartments
西安万豪行政公寓
C15 No.16 Gaoxin 4 Lu, Gaoxin District

高新路3号

Phone: (029) 8823 6688

Citadines
西安馨乐庭服务公寓
Citadines Gaoxin Xi’an
西安中建馨乐庭高新服务公寓

B14 No.200 Tuanjie South Road,
Yanta Distirct.

西安馨乐庭兴庆宫服务公寓

Megafit Fitness Center
美格菲

E15 #3 Gao Xin Lu

·

Citadines Xingqing Palace Xi’an

Health & Fitness ·
Gym

Phone: (029) 6821 6666
Book on line at granmelia.cn

Le Méridien Xi’an, Chanba Is Set To Spark
Creativity And Discovery For Creative and
Curious -Minded Travellers

Book Shop

Phone: (029) 8955 8183

Jiang New District, Xi’an

Phone: (029) 6800 8899

中国西安浐灞生态区欧亚大道
西段6号

曲江新区芙蓉南路1号芙蓉新
天地

Phone: (029) 6821 6636

J18 No.1666 Qujiang West Road, Qu

西安市雁塔区团结南路200号

南门里书院门

Qu Jiang Book Store
曲江书城
J18 Fu Rong Xin Tian Di, #1,Fu Rong
South Road, Qu Jiang New District.

The First Spanish Hotel in Xian.

Le Meridien Xi’an
Chanba
西安浐灞艾美酒店

Chanba Ecological District, Xi’an
710021, China

·

·

曲江新区曲江池西路1666号

Grand Hyatt Xi’an
西安君悅酒店
B19 No.12 Jinye Road, High Tech
Zone, Xi’an, Shaanxi 710077, P.R.C.

Phone: (029) 6858 8888

·

K14 #159 Xingqing Lu, Beilin District
西安市碑林区兴庆路159号

Phone: (029) 8338 0588

·

Crowne Plaza Xi’an
西安皇冠假日酒店
G15 No.1, Zhu Que Zhong Road,
Beilin District.
西安市碑林区朱雀中路1号

Phone: (029) 8866 9289
www.crowneplaza.com

·

W XIAN
西安W酒店
K19 333 Qujiang Chi East Road,
Qujiang New District / Xi’an, Shaanxi
710061, P.R. China
中国陕西省西安市曲江新区曲
江池东路333号

Phone: (029) 8966 9999
Web: whotels.com/xian

·I12

People’s Grand Xian
319 Dongxin Jie
西安市东新街319号
Phone: (029) 8792 8888

·

The Westin Xian
西安威斯汀酒店
I18 No.66 Ci’en Road Yanta District
Xi’an.
曲江新区慈恩路66号

曲江新区曲江池西路1666号

·

Real Love Spa
真爱年华洗浴广场
G15 #38, Middle of Zhuque Da Jie
朱雀大街中段38号

Phone: (029) 6821 6636

Education
Language Study

·

KangChiao International
School Xi’an
Qujiang Campus
西安曲江康桥学校
M18 No.2288,Yanxiang Rd,Qujiang
New District,Xi’an.
曲江新区雁翔路2288号

Web:http://xian.kcis.org.cn
Phone:(029)68275888

·

Faithful Language School
信德国际培训中心
A place where your language dreams
come true.
We offer you: Professional teachers who
suit your learning style; Effective teaching
methods that are customized to your
needs. A relaxed learning atmosphere
and flexible study times; Understanding
Chinese Culture through diverse activities;
Year round language student visa and
English teacher visa; and Continued
Helpfulness that will make your daily
life simpler.

H19 No.2, Zhangba Dong Lu, Yanta
District

雁塔区丈八东路2号

Phone: (029) 8545 7678
Web: www.faithchina.com

International
Schools

·

Xi’an Liangjiatan International School
西安梁家滩国际学校
XLIS delivers international education
through IB/AP programms for students
from 3 years old to 18 years old.

Phone: (029) 6568 6568

Liangjiatan International School,
international community, Xi’an

Novotel Xian SCPG
西安印力诺富特酒店

西安市国际社区梁家滩国际
学校

·

It’s a lot better at Novotel!

H9 33 Weiyang Road, Xi’an.
西安市未央路33号

Phone: (029) 8626 8888

西安市高新区高新四路16号
www.xianease.com
www.xianease.com

·J18

YHI SPA 怡水疗
No. 1666 Qujiangchi Xi Lu,
Qujiang New District

Gran Meliá Xian
西安盛美利亚酒店

西安市雁塔区科技二路50号

Spas

April 2021

Email: pr@xalis.com
Web: www.xalis.com

·

Xi’an Hanova International
School
西安汉诺威国际学校
Hanova International School, 188
Yudou Lu, Yanta District, Xi’an
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Education / Medical / Services
雁塔区鱼斗路188号

曲江新区西影路25号

Office Phone: (029) 8869 3780
Email: amy.hou@his-xian.com
Web: www.his-xian.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
Hanovalntl

Phone: (029) 8538 3838

·

Xi’an International School
西安国际学校
No. 88 Yudou Lu, Yanta District
雁塔区鱼斗路188号

Phone: (029) 8533 5014
www.xianinternationalschool.com
For more information contact:
reception@xianinternationalschool.
com or call (029) 8533 5014

·

Global Doctor
环球医生

A13 8F, Yongli
International Financial Center, JinYe 1st
Road, Hi-tech Zone
高新区锦业一路永利国际金融
中心8层

Clinic Hour: 9:00am-6:00pm ( Mon.
–Sat.)
Appointment Tel: (029) 8111 2673
24h Emergency Tel: 173 9175 7290
Email: xian@globaldoctor.com.cn

·

Medical

Xi’an Gaoxin Hospital
西安高新医院
A9 #16 Tuanjie Nan Lu, Gaoxin District

Dentists

高新区团结南路16号

·

U-Dental
优德口腔
C14 Southwest Corner of Hui Feng
South Road and Da Zhai Road Intersection, Yanta District.

Phone: (029) 8833 0116
Web: www.gxyy.net

·

Shaanxi Traditional Chinese
Medicine Hospital
陕西中医医院

F6 #2 Xi Hua Men, Bei Da Jie

雁塔区沣惠南路与大寨路十字西 莲湖区北大街西华门
南角（地铁3号线延平门站D1口
Phone: (029) 8721 3310
向北600米）

Phone: (029) 8889 9111

·

Expat Services

·

Lianbang Dental Hospital
Xi’an Association of Ente联邦口腔
prises with Foreign
J11 9F, Chao Yang Xin
Investment
Shi Jie, Outside Chao Yang Gate (Exit
西安外商企业投资
A, Chao Yang Men Stop, Subway line1)
协会
朝阳门外东北角朝阳新世界9层

Phone: (029) 8360 0666
I12 Apartment 2, Wanda Square,
Jiefang Lu.
解放路万达广场2号公寓

Phone: (029) 8738 3568
(029) 8728 8109
E-mail:1154021996@qq.com
Web: www.kqbj.cn

·

Gao Xin Jiangxin Dental Clinic
高新江欣口腔
D15 100 meters north of
intersection of Gaoxin Lu and Keji Lu

西安市碑林区和平路118号 和平
银座 507室

Room507,He Ping Yin Zuo,No.118,He
Ping Road,Beilin District,Xi’an.
Phone: (029) 8785 5217
(029) 8786 1619

·J11

Lianbang Yoga
9F, Chang Yang Xin Shi Jie,
Outside Chao Yang Gate (Exit A, Chao
Yang Men Stop, Subway line1)
朝阳门外东北角朝阳新世界9层

Phone: (029) 8360 0666

·

·

Fairy Waxing Workshop
爱·指尖
G4 3F, Han Shen Shopping
Mall, Feng Cheng 7 Road
and Wen Jing Road Intersection, Wei Yang District.

太白路丈八东路十字西北角

未央区凤城七路与文景
路十字汉神购物广场三
楼南区

高新路科技路十字北100米路东

Phone: 186-2928-2797
Gao Xin Wenxin Dental Clinic
高新文信口腔
C19 North west corner of
Taibai Lu & Zhangba Dong Lu.
Phone: 181-8918-9868

Phone: 187-1070-2382

Hosptials

·

Qujiang Obstetrics
& Gynecology Hospital
西安曲江妇产医院
K16 No.25, Xiying Road, Qujiang New
District
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xianease
xianease

www.xianease.com
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